







Not since St. Jerome has any Catholic 
attempted to translate the whole Bible by 
himself. Here is the fruit of Monsignor 
Knox’s colossal labors; the first single vol¬ 
ume to contain the whole Bible translated 
into modern English in a Catholic version. 
The volume serves as a kind of monument 
to a practically unique achievement. 

Reviewers of all denominations have 
been unanimous in praise of the quality 
of Monsignor Knox’s work. Its various 
virtues have been summed up by the Eng¬ 
lish critics. “Indeed it is the style of Mgr. 
Knox’s version that is without question its 
outstanding merit,” says the Times Liter¬ 
ary Supplement. >4 Mgr. Knox encourages 
us to look for a meaning ” adds The Spec¬ 
tator. “No other translation is so invari¬ 
ably intelligent,” says the London Tablet , 
while the Church of England Newspaper 
commends it for its scholarship, “the work 
of a scholar with deep human sympathies 
and a profound experience.” The Anglican 
Bishop of London, writing in the London 
Sunday Times, summarized the conclu¬ 
sions of the other reviewers when he said, 
“I know no modern translation of the 
Bible that is as good as this.” 
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PREFACE 


E xactly ten years have passed since the Hierarchy of England and Wales 
authorized the public use of Monsignor Knox’s translation of the New 
Testament. Subsequently, at my request, he published in two volumes his 
translation of the Old Testament. Since then, certain verbal revisions have 
been made and now the Hierarchy has authorized for public use Monsignor 
Knox’s translation of the entire Bible. To that authorization the Bishops add, 
on behalf of the Catholics of this country, their warm commendation and deep 
gratitude for this splendid work of scholarship and devotion. 

The Knox translation has passed rapidly into common usage and has already 
won world-wide acclaim. Indeed, one may apply to the translator the words of 
Dr Worthington who, in his preface to the Douay version of 1609, described 
Gregory Martin and his collaborators as ‘well-known to the world, to have been 
excellent in the tongues, sincere men and great Divines’. High commendation 
has been given to Monsignor Knox’s translation for its freshness of approach, 
for its lively language and for the ease with which it may be read. Its style has 
succeeded in giving meaning to passages which in earlier versions have been 
difficult to understand. 

However, it is not for the study of literary style that we read the Bible. This 
monumental task of translation has been carried through in order to give us a 
greater knowledge and understanding of inspired Sacred Scripture. We read the 
Bible in order to increase our knowledge and love of God. St Jerome tells us 
that ‘to be ignorant of Scripture is not to know Christ’. Although Bible reading 
is not necessary for salvation the Church treasures the Bible as the inspired word 
of God and with the help of grace we seek its full meaning and apply its message 
to ourselves. 

Whilst there is great need for scientific study of the Scriptures—and we wel¬ 
come the abundant evidence of such scholarship in this country in recent times— 
Bible reading is not to be regarded as the prerogative of specialists. For all, the 
Bible is a rich source of meditation, the ideal spiritual reading. Pope St Pius X 
tells us that the fruit of scriptural study is threefold: spiritual delight, love of 
Christ and zeal for His cause. Herein we recognize at once a means by which 
we may try to fulfil the very purpose of our existence—‘to know, love and serve 
God’. 

At the present time when we are confronted with materialist influences and 
there is such widespread indifferentism. our Catholic people have great need of 
a profound spirituality based upon knowledge and love of God. The lay aposde 
is helpless unless he be formed spiritually and doctrinally. Prayer and the sacra¬ 
ments are his strength, the Bible his armour. Indeed, a knowledge of Holy 
Scripture, bringing meaning to what may otherwise seem empty phrases, is a 
valuable element in his participation in the Church’s liturgy. 

vii 



PREFACE 

It is of the utmost importance that the Bible be looked upon as a whole, not 
as a mere concatenation of texts. The New Testament, telling us the story of the 
life of Christ, has an immediate appeal. But the Old Testament must not be 
neglected and its study will prove rewarding even in regard to the conduct of 
our daily life. We would see a Bible in every home, a Bible which is read regularly 
and which has a real bearing upon the life of those who use it. Its very production 
should be as worthy as possible of the sublime material it contains; easy to read 
and a joy to handle. It is to meet this need that Monsignor Knox’s translation 
is now presented in one volume and I trust that this version, which has already 
made so great a contribution to the life of our people, will succeed in giving 
increasing numbers a greater understanding of the inspired message it bears. 

* BERNARD CARDINAL GRIFFIN 
Archbishop of Westminster 

Feast of St Jerome , 19S4 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT 




THE BOOK OF GENESIS 


G od, at the beginning of time, 
created heaven and earth. Earth 
was still an empty waste, and 
darkness hung over the deep; 
but already, over its waters, stirred the 
a breath of God. Then God said, Let there 
a be light; and the light began. God saw 
the light, and found it good, and he 
divided the spheres of light and darkness; 
< the light he called Day, and the darkness 
Night. So evening came, and morning, 
6 and one day passed. God said, too. Let a 
solid vault arise amid the waters, to keep 
7 these waters apart from those; a vault by 
which God would separate the waters 
which were beneath it from the waters 
8 above it; and so it was done. This vault 
God called the Sky. So evening came, and 
morning, and a second day passed. 

9 And now God said, Let the waters below 

the vault collea in one place to make dry 
land appear. And so it was done; the dry 
land God called Earth, and the water, 
where it had collected, he called the Sea. 
■’ * All this God saw, and found it good. Let 
the earth, he said, yield grasses that grow 
and seed; fruit-trees too, each giving fruit 
of its own kind, and so propagating itself 
on earth. And so it was done; the earth 
yielded grasses that grew and seeded, each 
according to its kind, and trees that bore 
fruit, each with the power to propagate its 
own kind. And God saw it, and found it 
13 good. So evening came, and morning, and 
a third day passed. 

1 4 Next, God said, Let there be luminaries 

in the vault of the sky, to divide the spheres 
of day and night; let them give portents, 
and be the measures of time, to mark out 
'5 the day and the year; let them shine in the 
sky’s vault, and shed light on the earth. 
And so it was done. 

16 God made the two great l umin aries, the 
greater of them to command the day, and 
the lesser to command the night; then he 
r 7 made the stars. All these he put in the 


vault of the sky, to shed their light on the 
earth, to control day and night, and divide is 
the spheres of light and darkness. And God 
sawit,and found it good. So evening came, 19 
and morning, and a fourth day passed. 

After this, God said, Let the waters pro- 20 
duce moving things that have life in them, 
and winged things that fly above the earth 
under the sky’s vault. 1 Thus God created 21 
the huge sea-beasts, and all the different 
kinds of life and movement that spring 
from the waters, and all the different kinds 
of flying things; and God saw it, and found 
it good. He pronounced his blessing on 22 
them. Increase and multiply, and fill the 
waters of the sea; and let there be abun¬ 
dance of flying things on earth. So evening 23 
came, and morning, and a fifth day passed. 
God said, too, Let the land yield all dif- 24 
ferent kinds of living things, cattle and 
creeping things and wild beasts of every 
sort; and so it was done. God made every 25 
sort of wild beast, and all the different 
kinds of cattle and of creeping things; and 
God saw it, and found it good. 

And God said, Let us make man, wear- 26 
ing our own image and likeness; let us put 
him in command of the fishes in the sea, 
and all that flies through the air, and the 
cattle, and the whole earth, and all the 
creeping things that move on earth. So 27 
God made man in his own image, made 
him in the image of God. Man and woman 
both, he created them. And God pro- 28 
nounced his blessing on them, Increase 
and multiply and fill the earth, and make 
it yours; take command of the fishes in the 
sea, and all that flies through the air, and 
all the living things that move on the earth. 
Here are all the herbs, God told them, that 29 
seed on earth, and all the trees, that carry 
in them the seeds of their own life, to be 
your food; food for all the beasts on the 30 
earth, all that flies in the air, all that creeps 
along the ground; here all that lives shall 
find its nourishment. And so it was done. 


The Laun version, like the Septuagint Greek, represents the birds, like the fishes, as having been 
produced from the sea. The Hebrew text has ‘and let winged things fly’ instead of ‘and winged things 
that fly’. 
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GENESIS 

31 And God saw all that he had made, and 
found it very good. So evening came, and 
morning, and a sixth day passed. 

2 Thus heaven and earth and all the 
furniture of them were completed. 
2 By the seventh day , 1 God had come to an 
end of making, and rested, on the seventh 
day, with his whole task accomplished. 
3 That is why God gave the seventh day his 
blessing, and hallowed it, because it was 
the day on which his divine activity of 
creation finished. 

4 Such origin heaven and earth had in the 
day of their fashioning. When heaven and 
5 earth God made, no woodland shrub had 
yet grown, no plant had yet sprung up; the 
Lord God had not yet sent rain upon the 
ground, that still had no human toil to 
6 cultivate it; there was only spring-water 
which came up from the earth, and watered 
7 its whole surface. And now, from the clay 
of the ground, the Lord God formed man, 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
s and made of man a living person. 2 God had 
planted a garden of delight, 3 in which he 
9 now placed the man he had formed. Here, 
at the bidding of the Lord God, the soil 
produced all such trees as charm the eye 
and satisfy the taste; and here, in the mid¬ 
dle of the garden, grew the tree of life, and 
the tree which brings knowledge of good 
10 and evil. The garden was watered by a 
river; it came out from Eden,' 1 and went on 
ix to divide into four branches. One is called 
Phison; it is the river which surrounds all 
the country of Hevilath, a gold-producing 
12 country; no gold is better; bdellium is 
13 found there too, and the onyx-stone. The 
second river is called Gehon, and is the 
river which surrounds the whole country 
14 of Ethiopia. The third river, which flows 
past the Assyrians, is called Tigris, and the 
15 fourth is the river Euphrates. So the Lord 
God took the man and put him in his 
garden of delight, to cultivate and tend it. 
16 And this was the command which the Lord 
God gave the man. Thou mayest eat thy fill 
17 of all the trees in the garden except the tree 


The Garden of Eden , and the Fall of Man 

which brings knowledge of good and evil; if 
ever thou eatest of this, thy doom is death. 

But the Lord God said, It is not well 
that man should be without companion¬ 
ship; I will give him a mate of his own 
kind. And now, from the clay of the 
ground, all the beasts that roam the earth 
and all that flies through the air were ready 
fashioned, and the Lord God brought 
them to Adam, to see what he would call 
them; the name Adam gave to each living 
creature is its name still. Thus Adam gave 
names to all the cattle, and all that flies in 
the air, and all the wild beasts; and still 
Adam had no mate of his own kind. So the 
Lord God made Adam fall into a deep 
sleep, and, while he slept, took away one 
of his ribs, and filled its place with flesh. 
This rib, which he had taken out of Adam, 
the Lord God formed into a woman; and 
when he brought her to Adam, Adam said, 
Here, at last, is bone that comes from mine, 
flesh that comes from mine; it shall be 
called Woman, this thing that was taken 
out of Man. That is why a man is destined 
to leave father and mother, and cling to his 
wife instead, so that the two become one 
flesh.s Both went naked, Adam and his 
wife, and thought it no shame. 

3 Of all.the beasts which the Lord God 
had made, there was none that could 
match the serpent in cunning. It was he 
who said to the woman, What is this com¬ 
mand God has given you, not to eat the 
fruit of any tree in the garden? To which 
the woman answered, We can eat the fruit 
of any tree in the garden except the tree in 
the middle of it; it is this God has for¬ 
bidden us to eat or even to touch, on pain 
of death. And the serpent said to her, 
What is this talk of death? God knows 
well that as soon as you eat this fruit your 
eyes will be opened, and you yourselves 
will be like gods, knowing good and evil. 
And with that the woman, who saw that 
the fruit was good to eat, saw, too, how it 
was pleasant to look at and charmed the 
eye, took some fruit from the tree and ate 


1 For ‘by the seventh day’ the Septuagint Greek has ‘on the sixth day’. 2 There is, here, a play 

upon words in the Hebrew; Adam, man, was made out of the ground, adamah. In the Latin text, the word 
Adam is translated ‘the man' up to verse 18, and * Adam * thenceforward. 3 The Hebrew text probably 

means that God planted a garden out in the East, in Eden. 4 The Latin here translates the word 

Eden, as in verse 8 above. J It is not certain whether these words are represented as having been 

•poken by Adam, or whether they are a commentary by the author. Cf. Mt. 19. 5. 6 ‘And charmed 

the eye’j the Hebrew words are sometimes taken as meaning ‘and gave desirable knowledge’. 
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The Banishment from Eden ; Cain and Abel 


it; and she gave some to her husband, and 
7 he ate with her. Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they became aware of their 
nakedness; so they sewed fig-leaves to¬ 
gether, and made themselves girdles. 
b And now they heard the voice of the 
Lord God, as he walked in the garden in 
the cool of the evening; whereupon Adam 
and his wife hid themselves in the garden, 

9 among the trees. And the Lord God called 
to Adam; Where an thou? he asked. 

10 I heard thy voice, Adam said, in the gar¬ 
den, and I was afraid, because of my 

11 nakedness, so I hid myself. And the an¬ 
swer came, Why, who told thee of thy 
nakedness? Or hadst thou eaten of the 

12 tree, whose fruit I forbade thee to eat? The 
woman, said Adam, whom thou gavest me 
to be my companion, she it was who 
offered me fruit from the tree, and so I 

13 came to eat it. Then the Lord God said to 
the woman, What made thee do this? The 
serpent, she said, beguiled me, and so I 
came to eat. 

M And the Lord God said to the serpent, 
For this work of thine, thou, alone among 
all the cattle and all the wild beasts, shalt 
bear a curse; thou shalt crawl on thy belly 

15 and eat dust all thy life long. And I wifi 
establish a feud between thee and the 
woman, between thy offspring and hers; 
she is to crush thy head, while thou dost 

16 lie in ambush at her heels. 1 To the woman 
he said, Many are the pangs, many are the 
throes I will give thee to endure; with 
pangs thou shalt give birth to children, and 
thou shalt be subject to thy husband; he 

17 shall be thy lord. And to Adam he said. 
Thou hast listened to thy wife’s counsel, 
and hast eaten the fruit I forbade thee to 
eat; and now, through thy act, the ground is 
under a curse. All the days of thy life thou 

ifi shalt win food from it with toil; thorns 
and thistles it shall yield thee, this ground 

19 from which thou dost win thy food. Still 
thou shalt earn thy bread with the sweat of 


thy brow, until thou goest back into the 
ground from which thou wast taken; dust 
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 

The name which Adam gave his wife jo 
was Eve, Life, because she was the mother 
of all living men. 

And now the Lord provided garments 21 
for Adam and his wife, made out of skins, 
to clothe them. He said, too, Here is 22 
Adam become like one of ourselves, with 
knowledge of good and evil; now he has 
only to lift his hand and gather fruit to eat 
from the tree of life as well, and he will 
live endlessly. So the Lord God drove 23 
him out from that garden of delight, to 
cultivate the ground from which he came; 
banished Adam, and posted his Cherubim 24 
before the garden of delight, with a sword 
of fire that turned this way and that, so that 
he could reach the tree of life no longer. 

4 And now Adam had knowledge of 
his wife. Eve, and she conceived. 
She called her child Cain, as if she would 
say, Canithi, I have been enriched by the 
Lord with a man-child. Then she bore a 2 
second time; this child, his brother, she 
called Abel. Abel became a shepherd, 
while Cain tilled the ground. Time passed, 3 
and Cain brought the Lord an offering out 
of the crops the land had given him; Abel, 4 
too, brought an offering, and his offering 
was out of the first-born of his flock, with 
their fat. On Abel, and on his offering, the 
Lord looked with favour, but not upon 5 
Cain, or his offering; so that Cain was 
much enraged, and his looks were lowering. 
But the Lord asked Cain, What does this 6 
anger mean, this frowning face of thine? 

If thy actions are good, canst thou doubt 7 
they will be rewarded? If not, canst thou 
doubt that guilt, thenceforward, will lie at 
thy door? Meanwhile he is at thy mercy, 
and thou canst have thy way with him. 2 
Then Cain said to his brother, Let us go s 
out together; 3 and while they were out in 


For ‘she’ and ‘ her' the Septuagint Greek has ‘he* and ‘his’; the Hebrew text also, as it has come 
down to us, gives ‘he’, or perhaps ‘it’. But most manuscripts of the Latin version have ‘she’, which 
plainly gives a better balance to the sentence. That the reference of this passage, in any case, is to the 
Incarnation, is the general opinion of the Fathers. The Latin here assumes that there is a play upon words 
l or *^ Lna ^) since there arc two Hebrew verbs closely alike, one of which means 'to crush', and the 
other ‘to follow eagerly’. But the Hebrew text has ‘to crush’ in both clauses; the Septuagint Greek, in 
both clauses, has ‘to lie in wait’. 2 The last sentence in this verse probably refers to Abel, since the 

pronouns in it are masculine (whereas guilt is feminine in Hebrew), and the same words are used as were 
used^of Adam in 3. 16 above. Some think, however, that guilt is represented as a wild beast lurking at 
Cain s door, and translate, 'its appetite is within thy control, thou canst have the better of it*. The 
Greek interpreters give a quite different meaning to the whole verse. 3 The words ‘Let us go out 

together’ are wanting in the Hebrew text. 
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GENESIS 

the open, Cain turned upon his brother 
Abel and killed him. 

9 Then the Lord said to Cain, Where is 
thy brother Abel? I cannot tell, said he; 
is it for me to keep watch over my brother? 

10 But the answer came. What is this thou 
hast done? The blood of thy brother has 
found a voice that cries out to me from the 

11 ground. Henceforward thou shalt be an 
outlaw from this ground, that has opened 
to drink in thy brother’s blood, shed by thy 

12 hand. Till that ground, and it will yield 
thee its fruit no longer; thou shalt be a 

is wanderer, a fugitive on earth. Then Cain 
said to the Lord, Guilt like mine is too 

14 great to find forgiveness. And now thou 
art robbing me of the ground, and I shall 
be cut off from thy protection, and wander 
over the earth, a fugitive; anyone I meet 

is will slay me. But the Lord told him. It 
shall not be so; whoever kills Cain shall 
pay for it sevenfold. And the Lord gave 
Cain such token of his protection as should 
warn the chance-comer not to kill him. 

16 So Cain was banished from God’s pre¬ 
sence, and lived as a fugitive, east of Eden. 

17 And now Cain had knowledge of his wife, 
and she conceived. She called her child 
Henoch; and Cain built a city which he 

is called Henoch, after his son’s name. This 
Henoch was the ancestor, through I rad, 

19 Maviael, and Mathusael, of Lamech. La¬ 
in ech married two wives, the one called Ada 

20 and the other Sella. It was Ada that gave 
birth to Jabel, the first founder of all those 

21 who five intents and herd sheep; and he had 
a brother called Jubal, the founder of all 
those who play music, on the harp or the 

22 pipe. Sella gave birth to Tubalcain, who be¬ 
came a smith, skilled in every kind of brass 
and iron work; and Tubalcain had a sister 

23 called Noema. It was to his wives, Ada 
and Sella, that Lamech uttered the saying, 
Listen to these words of mine, you wives 
of Lamech, note my saying well. The man 
that wounds me, the stripling who deals 

24 me a blow, I reward with death. 1 For Cain, 
sevenfold vengeance was to be taken; for 
Lamech, it shall be seventy times as much. 1 

2 5 And once more Adam had knowledge of 


The Mark of Cain; Adam*s Descendants 

his wife, and she bore a son; Seth was the 
name she gave him, as if she would say, 
Seth, the Lord has secured a line of issue 
for me in place of Abel, now that Cain has 
murdered him. Seth, too, had a son whom a6 
he called Enos; and he began to call upon 
the name of the Lord .5 

This is the record of Adam’s pos¬ 
terity. When God created human 
kind, he made them in his own image. 
Man and woman both, he created them, a 
and gave them his blessing; and Adam was 
the name by which he called them at the 
time when they were first created. Adam a 
was a hundred and thirty years old when 
he begot in his image, his likeness, the son 
whom he called Seth. He lived eight hun- 4 
dred years more, and lived to be nine hun- 5 
dred and thirty. Seth was a hundred and 6 
five years old when he begot Enos, and 7 
lived to be nine hundred and twelve. Enos 9 
was ninety years old when he begot Cai- 
nan, and lived to be nine hundred and five, r 1 
Cainan was seventy years old when he 12 
begot Malaleel, and lived to be nine hun- 14 
dred and ten. Malaleel was sixty-five years 15 
old when he begot Jared, and lived to be 16 
eight hundred and ninety-five. Jared was ib 
a hundred and sixty-two years old when 
he begot Henoch, and lived to be nine 20 
hundred and sixty-two. All these had 
other sons and daughters besides. 

This Henoch was sixty-five years old 21 
when he begot Math us ala. For three hun- 22 
dred years after the birth of Mathusala, 
Henoch lived as God’s close friend, and he 
had other sons and daughters besides; thus 2 3 
Henoch lived altogether three hundred 
and sixty-five years, the close friend of 24 
God; then God took him to himself, and 
he was seen no more. Mathusala was a 25 
hundred and eighty-seven years old when 
he begot Lamech; he lived for seven hun- 26 
dred and eighty-two years more, and had 
other sons and daughters besides; he died 27 
at the age of nine hundred and sixty-nine. 
And Lamech was a hundred and eighty- 28 
two years old when he begot a son, whom 29 
he called Noe, as if he would say, Nahem, 


1 Some think that Lamech was triumphing in the production of metal weapons, which may be implied 
in the preceding verse. 2 The Hebrew text says 77 times, but the Scptuagint Greek has ‘490 

times'. The I .a tin may mean either, but cf. Mt. 18. 22. J The meaning of the Hebrew text here 

is doubtful; some would translate it, Tt was then that men began to call upon the nam e of the Lord’. 
But the suggestion is more probably that Enos (or perhaps Seth himself) began a God-fearing tradition, in 
contrast to the descendants of Gain. 
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GENESIS 


Ark 


Wickedness of Mankind y Noe butlds the 

He will console us, that have toiled and 
laboured with our hands so long on ground 
30 which the Lord has cursed. He lived for 
five hundred and ninety-five years more, 
and had other sons and daughters besides; 
11 he died at the age of seven hundred and 
32 seventy-seven. And Noe was five hundred 
years old when he became the father of 
Sem, Cham, and Japheth. 1 

6 Time passed, and the race of men 
began to spread over the face of 
earth, they and the daughters that were 
2 born to them. And now the sons of God 
saw how beautiful were these daughters of 
men, and took them as wives, choosing 
3 where they would.' But God said, This 
spirit of mine shall not endure in man for 
ever, he is but mortal clay; his life-time 
shall be a hundred and twenty years.* 
a Giants lived on the earth in those days, 
when first the sons of God mated with the 
daughters of men, and by them had chil¬ 
dren; these were the heroes whose fame 
has come down to us from long ago. 

5 And now God found that earth was full 
of men’s iniquities, and that the whole 
frame of their thought was set continually 
6 on evil; and he repented of having made 
men on the earth at all. 4 So, smitten with 
7 grief to the depths of his heart, he said, 
I will blot out mankind, my creature, from 
the face of the earth, and with mankind all 
the beasts and the creeping things and all 
that flies through the air; I repent of 
s having made them. Only on Noe did God 
9 look with favour. And these were the 
children of Noe, the man who was accepted 
as faultless in such a generation, the close 
10 friend of God; Noe begot three sons, Sem, 
Cham, and Japheth. 

11 There lay the world, corrupt in God’s 
12 sight, full of oppression; and God, seeing 
the world so corrupt (no creature on earth 
1 3 but had lost its true direction), said to Noe, 
The time has come for me to make an end 


of all mankind; their coming has filled the 
earth with oppression; I mean to destroy 
them, and earth with them. Make thyself m 
an ark from planks of wood;’ in that ark 
make cabins, and give it a coat of pitch 
within and without. These are to be the 15 
measurements; three hundred cubits of 
length, fifty cubits of breadth, and thirty 
cubits of height. The ark is to have a course 16 
of windows, which thou wilt make a cubit 
in height; 6 and thou wilt make a door in 
its side; and it is to have a hold, and a lower 
and upper deck. Thou must know that I 17 
mean to bring a flood of waters over the 
earth, and destroy every creature that lives 
and breathes under heaven; all that earth 
holds must perish. But with thee this xs 
covenant of mine shall stand; thou shalt 
take refuge in the ark, thou and thy sons, 
and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with 
thee. And take with thee into the ark, to 19 
preserve them, a pair of each kind of living 
creature, male and female, all the different 20 
birds, all the different beasts, all the creep¬ 
ing things of earth; two of each shall go in 
with thee, so that all may survive. And it 21 
is for thee to provide thyself with all that 
is eaten as food, and store it up, so that 
thou and they may have food to eat. All 22 
this Noe did, at God’s bidding. 

7 And now the Lord said to him, Take 
refuge in the Ark, with all thy house¬ 
hold; looking upon this generation of 
thine, I find thee only guiltless. Take seven 2 
pairs of all the clean animals with thee, 
male and female, and two pairs of all the 
animals that are unclean, and of all the 3 
birds that fly in the air, seven pairs; no 
breed must vanish from the earth. In 4 
seven days from this, I mean to send down 
rain on the earth for forty days and forty 
nights, and blot out this whole world of 
living things, my own creatures, from the 
face of the earth. All this Noe did, at God’s 5 
bidding; he was six hundred years old 6 


, , T hroughoiu ihis chapter, the Hebrew forms of expression have been recast for the sake of brevity. 
* ions of God’ appears to mean angels in Job i. 6; 2. 1; 38.7; elsewhere its meaning is doubtful. Many 
f TH. erS unc * c r stanc * this phrase of Seth’s descendants, and the ‘daughters of men* as descended from Cain. 
_ llhis verse is very obscure in the Hebrew; St Jerome gives ‘judge’ instead of ‘endure’, and thinks that 
. gave mankind a hundred and twenty years' grace before sending the Flood. 4 Repentance and 
griei are here attributed to God analogically; his attitude was that which would, in a human agent, be 
dictated by such feelings. 5 ' Planks of wood ’; the rare word given in the Latin version as ‘ smoothed 1 

is interpreted by some as the name of a tree, St Jerome, using a different reading, gives ‘covered with 
pitch as a translation. 6 course of windows’; literally ‘a window’, but, since only one measure¬ 

ment is given, it must be presumed that there were to be openings all round the Ark. Some intarpret the 
word as meaning a roof’. 
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genesis Noe takes Refuge in the Ark; the Flood subsides 


when the waters of the flood covered the 

7 earth. Noe and his sons and his wife and 
his sons’ wives with him took refuge in the 

8 Ark from the waters of the flood; of all the 
beasts, clean and unclean, of all the birds, 

9 and all the creeping things of earth, pairs 
took refuge with Noe in the Ark, male and 
female, as God had commanded him. 

10 Seven days passed, and then the waters 

11 of the flood covered the earth. It was the 
seventeenth day of the second month of 
Noe’s six hundredth year, when all the 
springs of the great depth beneath broke 
through, and the flood-gates of heaven 

12 were opened; and it rained for forty days 

13 and forty nights on the earth. That very 
day, Noe and his sons, Sem, Cham and 
Japheth, his wife, and the three wives of 

14 his sons, took refuge in the Ark; and with 
them all the different kinds of wild beasts, 
of cattle, of the creeping things of earth, 
and of things that fly, birds and winged 

15 creatures; there was refuge with Noe in 
the Ark for pairs of all mortal things that 

16 live and breathe. Into the Ark they went, 
males and females, as God had com- 

17 manded; and the Lord shut him in. For 
forty days that flood came down on the 
earth, and the water grew deep, till it lifted 

18 the Ark up from the ground; full the tide 
flowed, covering the whole face of the 
earth, but still die Ark rode safe on the 

19 waters. Higher and higher the waters rose 
above the ground, till all the high moun- 

20 tains under heaven disappeared; the flood 
stood fifteen cubits higher than the moun- 

21 tains it covered. All mortal things that 
moved on earth were drowned, birds and 
cattle and wild beasts, and all the creeping 

22 things of earth, and all mankind; all that 
lived and moved on the earth perished to- 

23 gether. God wiped out the whole world of 
earthly creatures, man and beast, creeping 
things and all that flies through the air, so 
that they vanished from the earth; only 
Noe and his companions in the Ark were 

24 left. And the waters held their own over 
the land for a hundred and fifty days. 

8 Then God bethought him of Noe, 
and of all the wild beasts and the 
cattle that went with him in the Ark; so he 
set a wind stirring over the earth, and with 

1 The Hebrew text is slightly different; ‘Which i 
waters dried up all over the earth 1 . 


that, the waters abated. The springs of the 
great depth closed up again; so, too, did 
the flood-gates of heaven, and rain fell 
from heaven no longer; more and more 
the waters receded from the land, begin¬ 
ning to abate, now that the hundred and 
fifty days were over. And now, on the 
twenty-seventh day of the seventh month, 
the Ark came to rest upon the mountains 
of Armenia. Inch by inch the waters 
abated, until the tenth month came; on the 
first day of the tenth month, the hill tops 
began to shew. Noe let forty days pass, 
and then undid the window he had made 
in the Ark, and sent out one of the ravens, 
which went this way and that, and had not 
come back to him when the waters dried 
up over the earth. 1 Then to make sure 
whether the waters had become shallow 
over all the surface of the ground, he sent 
out one of the doves. But the dove came 
back to the Ark and its master, finding 
never a resting-place to perch on; and he 
put out his hand to catch it, and took it 
back into the Ark. Seven days more he 
waited, and then sent the dove out from 
the Ark again; this time, it came back to 
him at night-fall, with a twig of olive in its 
mouth, the leaves still green on it; and then 
Noe could not doubt that the waters had 
become shallow all over the ground. But 
still he waited another seven days, and 
now, when he sent it out, it came back to 
him no more. It was the first day of the 
first month of his six hundred and first year 
when the waters ebbed away from the 
land, and Noe, withdrawing the covering 
of the Ark, looked round him and found 
that the whole surface of the ground was 
clear. And by the twenty-seventh day of 
the second month, the land itself was dry. 

Then God’s word came to Noe, telling 
him , Come out of the Ark, with thy wife 
and thy sons and their wives. Bring out 
with thee all the living creatures thou hast 
there, of all kinds, birds and beasts and 
creeping things that creep on the earth; 
occupy this earth, increase and multiply 
upon it. So Noe came out, and his sons 
and his wife and his sons’ wives with him; 
and the living creatures came out of the 
Ark, beasts and all creeping things that 
roam on the earth, in all their various 

nt this way and that, and came back again, until the 
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The Blessing of Noe; Noe's Descendants 

id kinds. Thereupon Noe built an altar to the 
Lord, and chose out beasts that were clean 
and birds that were clean, and made burnt- 

21 offerings there. And the Lord, smelling 
such a scent as pleased him, made the 
resolve, Never again will I plague the 
earth on man’s account, that has all the 
thoughts and imaginations of his heart, 
even in youth, so bent towards evil; never 
again will I send affliction such as this upon 

22 all living creatures. While the earth stands, 
seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, sum¬ 
mer and winter, day and night shall keep 
their course unaltered. 

9 And God pronounced his blessing on 
Noe and his sons; Increase, he said, 

2 and multiply, and fill the earth. All the 
beasts of earth, and the winged things of 
the sky, and the creeping things of earth, 
are to go in fear and dread of you, and I 
give you dominion over all the fishes of the 
a sea. This creation that lives and moves is 
to provide food for you; I make it all over 
to you, by the same title as the herbs that 
4 have growth. Only, you must not eat the 
5 flesh with the blood still in it. The shedder 
of your own life-blood shall be held to 
account for it, whether man or beast; who¬ 
ever takes the life of his brother-man shall 
6 answer for it to me. Man was made in 
God’s image, and whoever sheds a man’s 
blood must shed his own blood in return. 1 
7 And now, increase and multiply; occupy 
and fill the earth. 

8 This, too, God said to Noe, and to Noe’s 
9 sons: Here is a covenant I will observe 
with you and with your children after you, 
io and with all living creatures, your com¬ 
panions, the birds and the beasts of burden 
and the cattle that came out of the Ark 
with you, and the wild beasts besides, 
n Never more will the living creation be de¬ 
stroyed by the waters of a flood; never 
12 again a flood to devastate the world. This,- 
God said, shall be the pledge of the pro¬ 
mise I am making to you, and to all living 
creatures, your companions, eternally; 
13 I will set my bow in the clouds, to be a 
pledge of my covenant with creation, 
u When I veil the sky with clouds, in those 
15 clouds my bow shall appear, to remind me 
of my promise to you, and to all the life 


GENESIS 

that quickens mortal things; never shall 
the waters rise in flood again, and destroy 
all living creatures. There, in the clouds, 16 
my bow shall stand, and as I look upon it, 

I will remember this eternal covenant; 
God’s covenant with all the life that beats 
in mortal creatures upon earth. Such was n 
the pledge God gave to Noe of his promise 
to all living things. 

These, then, were the names of Noe’s ib 
three sons, who came out of the Ark with 
him, Sem, Cham and Japheth; and of 
these, Cham was the ancestor of Chanaan. 

All three were Noe’s sons, and from them 19 
the race of mankind overspread the earth. 
And now Noe turned farmer, and on the 20 
ground he tilled, he grew a vine. So he 21 
came to drink wine, and, drunk with it, lay 
all naked in his tent. And Cham, Cha- 22 
naan’s ancestor, saw how his father’s body 
lay naked, and went out to tell his two 
brothers of it; whereupon Sem and Ja- 23 
pheth spread a cloak over their shoulders, 
and walked in backwards to cover their 
father’s nakedness, their faces turned 
away, so that they never caught sight of his 
naked body. When Noe had slept off his 24 
wine, he found out how his younger son 
had treated him; Cursed be Chanaan, he 25 
said, he shall be the slave and drudge of his 
brethren. He said, too, Blessed be the 26 
Lord God of Sem; may Chanaan be a slave 
to him. May God give Japheth dwelling- 27 
space, 2 and let him share the tents of Sem, 
but let Chanaan be his slave. And Noe 28 
lived three hundred and fifty years after 
the flood, so that his lifetime, when he 29 
came to die, had filled the measure of nine 
hundred and fifty years. 

These were the descendants of 
Noe’s children, Sem, Cham and 
Japheth, through the sons that were bom 
to them after the flood. These were the 2 
sons of Japheth; Gomer, Magog, Madai, 
Javan, Thubal, Mosoch and Thiras. And 3 
these were Gomer’s sons, Ascenez, Ri- 
phath and Thogorma. And these were 4 
Javan’s sons, Elisa, Tharsis, Cetthim and 
Dodanim; who divided up the islands of 5 
the Gentiles, region by region. Each of 
these became separate nations, distinct in 
speech and in blood. 



2 'Must shed hie own blood in return’; in the Hebrew text, 'shall have his blood shed by man’. 
I here is here a play upon words between the name Japheth and the Hebrew verb, ‘to enlarge*. 
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6 These were Cham’s sons; Chus, Mes- 

7 raim, Phuth and Chanaan. And these 
were the sons of Chus; Saba, Hevila, Sa- 
batha, Regma and Sabatacha. And these 
were Regina’s sons, Saba and Dadan. 

s Chus was also the father of Nemrod, who 

9 was the first great warrior; bold, too, by 
God’s grace, 1 at the hunt, whence the pro¬ 
verb arose. By God’s grace, a huntsman 

10 bold as Nemrod. His empire began with 
Babylon, Arach, Achad and Chalanne, in 

11 the country of Sennaar. It was from that 
country Assur went out to build Nineve 

a and its suburbs, 2 and Chale; and between 
Nineve and Chale he built the great city 

13 of Resen. Mesraim was the father of the 
Ludim, the Anamim, the Laabim, and the 

14 Nephthuim; the Phetrusim, too, and the 
Chasluim (from whom the Philistines 

15 sprang) and the Caphtorim. Chanaan was 
the father of Sidon; this was his first-born 

16 son. From him, too, come Hethites, Je- 

17 busites, Amorrhites, Gergesites, Hevites, 

is Aracites, Sinites, Aradians, Samarites and 

Amathites; so, in later times, the Cha- 
naanite peoples spread this way and that. 

19 That Chanaanite territory, beginning at 
Sidon, reached as far as Gaza on the road 
to Gerara, and as far as Lesa on the road 
to Sodom, Gomorrha, Adama and Seboim. 

20 These were the descendants of Cham; 
such were the tribes, the tongues, the 
branches, the countries, the peoples that 
came from him. 

21 Sem, too, Japheth’s elder brother, had 
children; he is father of all who claim de- 

22 scent from Heber. His sons were called 
Aelam, Assur, Arphaxad, Lud and Aram. 

23 These were Aram’s sons, Us, Hul, Gether 

24 andMes. Arphaxad was the father of Sale, 

25 and Sale of Heber. Heber had two sons; 
one was called Phaleg, Division, because 
in his time the territory was divided up, 

26 and his brother’s name was Jectan. This 
Jectan was the father of Elmodad, Saleph, 

27 Asarmoth, Jare, Aduram, Uzal, Decla, 

28 Ebal, Abimael, Saba, Ophir, Hevila and 

30 Jobab. All these were Jectan’s sons, and 
their territory reached from Messa to 

31 mount Sephar in the east. These were the 
.sons of Sem; such were their tribes and 
tongues and countries and peoples. 


Noe's Descendants; the Tower of Babel 

These were the descendants that sprang 
from Noe, divided according to their 
peoples and their races; this was how the 
nations were scattered over the earth after 
the flood. 

n Hitherto, the world had only one 
way of speech, only one language. 
And now, as men travelled westwards, 
they found a plain in the land of Sennaar, 
and made themselves a home there; 
Here we can make bricks, they said to 
one another, baked with fire; and they 
built, not in stone, but in brick, with pitch 
for their mortar. It would be well, they 
said, to build ourselves a city, and a tower 
in it with a top that reaches to heaven; we 
will make ourselves a great people, instead 
of scattering over the wide face of earth. 
But now the Lord came down to look at 
the city, with its tower, which Adam’s 
children were building; and he said, Here 
is a people all one, with a tongue common 
to all; this is but the beginning of their 
undertakings, and what is to prevent them 
carrying out all they design? It would be 
well to go down and throw confusion into 
the speech they use there, so that they will 
not be able to understand each other. Thus 
the Lord broke up their common home, 
and scattered them over the earth, and the 
building of the city came to an end. That 
is why it was called Babel, Confusion, be¬ 
cause it was there that the Lord confused 
the whole world’s speech, and scattered 
them far away, over the wide face of earth. 

These were the descendants of Sem; 
Sem was a hundred years old when he 
begot Arphaxad, two years after the flood. 
He lived five hundred years more. 
Arphaxad was thirty-five years old when 
he begot Sale, and lived three hundred and 
three years more. Sale was thirty years old 
when he begot Heber, and lived four hun¬ 
dred and three years more. Heber was 
thirty-four years old when he begot 
Phaleg, and lived four hundred and thirty 
years more. Phaleg was thirty years old 
when he begot Reu, and lived two hundred 
and nine years more. Reu was thirty-two 
years old when he begot Sarug, and lived 
two huhdred and seven years more. 


1 ‘By God’s grace’; literally 'in the presence of God’, a phrase whose exact meaning is doubtful. 

2 ‘Assur went out’; some would understand this as meaning ‘he (Nemrod) went out to Assur’. ‘Its 
suburbs ’; literally ‘ the broad places of the city ’; according to some it should be a proper nam e. Rehoboth-Ir. 
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Abram is called upon to leave his Country 

22 Sarug was thirty years old when he begot 

23 Nachor, and lived two hundred years more. 

24 Nachor was twenty-nine years old when he 

25 begot Thare, and lived a hundred and 
nineteen years more. All these had other 

26 sons and daughters besides. And Thare, 
after reaching the age of seventy, became 
the father of Abram, of Nachor, and of 
Aran. 

27 These are the descendants of Thare; 
Thare’s sons were called Abram, Nachor 
and Aran, and Aran had a son called Lot. 

28 This Aran died before his father Thare, in 
Ur of the Chaldees, the country of his 

29 birth. Abram and Nachor married; 
Abram’s wife was called Sarai, and Na- 
chor’s wife was called Melcha. Her father 
Aran had two children, Melcha herself and 

30 Jescha. Sarai was barren, and had no 

31 children. And now Thare, with his son 
Abram, and his grandson Lot, son of 
Aran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, who 
had married his son Abram, left Ur of the 
Chaldees and set out for the land of Cha- 
naan. They went as far as Haran, and there 

V they settled. At Haran, at the age of two 
hundred and five, Thare died. 

Meanwhile, the Lord said to 
Abram, Leave thy country behind 
thee, thy kinsfolk, and thy father’s home, 
and come away into a land I will shew thee. 

2 Then I will make a great people of thee; 

I will bless thee, and make thy name re- 

3 nowned, a name of benediction; those who 
bless thee, I will bless, those who curse 
thee, I will curse, and in thee all the races 

4 of the world shall find a blessing. 1 So 
Abram went out, as the Lord bade him, 
and with him went his nephew. Lot. 
Abram was seventy-five years old 2 at the 

5 time when he left Haran, took his wife 
Sarai and his nephew Lot with him, all the 
possessions they had acquired in Haran, 
and all the retainers bom in their service 
there, and set out for the land of Chanaan. 

6 When they reached it, Abram went across 
country as far as Sichem and the Valley of 
Clear Seeing.3 Those were the days when 


the Chanaanites still dwelt in the land. 
Here the Lord appeared to Abram, pro- 7 
mising to give the whole land to his pos¬ 
terity; and this appearance he com¬ 
memorated by building the Lord an altar 
there. Then he moved on from there to the b 
mountain on the east of Bethel, where he 
pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and 
Hai on the east; here too he built an altar to 
the Lord, and invoked his name before it* 
Thus Abram journeyed on, travelling 9 
always further south. And now the coun- 10 
try was stricken with famine; and Abram 
made his way into Egypt, to take refuge 
there, so grievous was the famine all over 
the country. And when he had nearly u 
reached Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, 

I have it in mind that thou art a woman fair 
to see; and it may be that when the Egyp- 12 
tians catch sight of thee, they will say to 
themselves, She is a wedded woman, this 
is her husband; and they will kill me, and 
keep thee for themselves. Tell them, I en- 13 
treat thee, that thou art my sister; so, for 
thy sake, I shall be well used, and I shall 
owe my life to thee. And sure enough, as 14 
soon as Abram set foot in Egypt, the 
Egyptians remarked the great beauty of 
his wife, and Pharao was told of her by his 15 
courtiers, who sang her praises to him. So 
Sarai was carried off to Pharao’s court, and 16 
Abram, for her sake, was well treated; he 
had no lack of sheep, oxen, and asses, of 
men and maid servants, of she-asses, too, 
and camels. But the Lord smote Pharao 17 
and his court with great calamities, be¬ 
cause of Abram’s wife Sarai, till at last he 18 
sent for Abram, and asked him, What is 
this trick thou hast played on me? Why 
didst thou not own to me that she was thy 
wife? How is it that thou didst call her thy 19 
sister, and let me wed her? Enough; here is 
thy wife, take her and begone. And Pharao 20 
gave Abram an escort to see him on his way, 
with his wife and all his possessions. 

So Abram came back from Egypt 
into the south country, with his 
wife and all that belonged to him; Lot, too, 




Shall hnd a blessing’; some commentators would interpret this, ‘shall bless themselves in thy name’, 
that is, use it as a proverbial instance of prosperity. 2 It seems that Thare was still alive at the 

time of Abram’s migration (cf. n. 26, 32). St Jerome, assuming that Thare was dead, would date 
r r^ 111 S > se Y ent y~fi ve not from his birth, but from the time of his leaving Ur. 3 ‘The Valley 

ol Clear Seeing’; in the Hebrew text, ‘The oak of Mor6’ (a proper name). The Latin version evidently 
lollows a different tradition, which would connect the name of the place with the Hebrew word for ‘appear¬ 
ance (cf. the verse following). 
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GENESIS Lot's Choice; the Kings go to War against Sodom 


2 went in his company. Abram was by now 
the master of rich possessions, with abun- 

3 dance of gold and silver. He took the same 
road northwards by which he had come, 
and reached Bethel, and the place between 
Bethel and Hai where he had pitched his 

4 tent before, with the altar still standing 
there, as he had built it, commemorating 

5 the Lord’s name. 1 Lot, his companion, 
had flocks and herds and a camp of his 

6 own, so that there was no room for them 
to live together on the same land; they 
could not share a camping-ground, with 

7 such great possessions, and already a 
quarrel had broken out between Abram’s 
shepherds and Lot’s. In those days, there 
were Chanaanites and Pherezites living all 

8 around, and Abram said to Lot, Pray let us 
have no strife between us two, between my 
shepherds and thine; are we not brethren? 

9 See, here is the whole land before thee; 
come, our ways must part. Turn leftwards, 
and I will keep to the right, or choose the 

10 right, and I will go leftwards. Whereupon 
Lot looked about him, and the great hollow 
of Jordan met his eye, well watered, in 
those days before the Lord destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrha, like the garden of 
the Lord itself, or the land of Egypt ap- 

11 proached by way of Segor. So Lot chose 
the hollow of Jordan, and went away to the 
east, and the two kinsmen parted com- 

12 pany. Abram made his dwelling in the 
land of Chanaan, while Lot found a home 
among the cities round Jordan, camping at 

13 Sodom. They were evil folk that lived at 
Sodom, wicked in the Lord’s sight beyond 
all measure. 

14 When Abram had parted from Lot, the 
Lord said to him, Look about thee, turn 
thy eyes from where thou art to north and 

15 south, to east and west. All the land thou 
seest I make over to thee, and to thy pos- 

\6 terity for ever. And to that posterity I will 
grant increase, till it lies like dust on the 

17 ground, past all counting. Up, then, and 
journey through the land at thy ease, the 
length and breadth of it; to thee I will 

18 give it. So Abram moved his tent, and 
went to live by the valley of Mambre, 2 at 


Hebron, and there he built an altar to the 
Lord. 

It chanced at this time that Am- 
raphel, the king of Sennaar, and 
Arioch, King of Pontus, 3 and Chodor- 
lahomor, king of Elam, and Thadal, king 
of the barbarians, went out to war. And 
their enemies were Bara, king of Sodbm, 
Bersa, king of Gomorrha, Sennaab, king of 
Adama, Semeber, king of Seboim, and the 
king of Bala (or Segor). All these joined 
their forces in the Valley of the Forests, 
where the Salt Sea is now; they had been 
tributary to Chodorlahomor for twelve 
years, and in the following year they had 
revolted from him. So, in this fourteenth 
year, Chodorlahomor and the kings allied 
with him came out to battle. They had de¬ 
feated the Raphaim, in Astaroth-Camaim, 
and the Zuzim in their company; 4 the 
Emim, too, in Save-Cariathaim, and the 
Horrites in the hills of Seir, right up to the 
plains of Pharan, out in the desert. And 
now, returning, they had reached the 
spring of Misphat (or Cades), where they 
fell upon all the Amalecite country, and the 
Amorrhites that lived by Asason-Thamar. 
So the kings of Sodom, Gomorrha, Adama, 
Seboim and Bala (or Segor) came out to 
meet them, and prepared to do battle with 
them in the Valley of the Forests. Chodor¬ 
lahomor, king of Elam, and Thadal, king 
of the barbarians, and Amraphel, king of 
Sennaar, and Arioch, king of Pontus, these 
were the four kings those five kings had to 
meet. The Valley of the Forests contained 
many pools of asphalt, and among these 
the Kings of Sodom and Gomorrha were 
overcome and routed; those who survived 
took refuge in the hill country. All the 
wealth of Sodom and Gomorrha, and all 
their supply of food, was carried off by the 
victors as they, went; so, too, was Abram’s 
nephew Lot, who dwelt at Sodom, with all 
the wealth that was his. 

And now word came, by one of those 
who had escaped, to the Hebrew chieftain 
Abram, where he lived in the valley of 
Mambre the Amorrhite, brother of Escol 



1 * Commemorating the Lord’s name’; or perhaps, ‘and there (once more) he invoked the Lord’s 
name*. 2 The Hebrew text has ‘oaks’ instead of ‘valley’; (cf. 12. 6 above). 3 'Of Pontus’; so 

the Latin version, whereas the Hebrew text and the Septuagmt Greek have ‘of Ellasar’. It is not 
likely that Pontus on the southern shore of the Black Sea is meant; the other kings all lived east of 
Palestine. 4 ‘In their company’; the Hebrew text makes this a proper name, 'in Cham’, a place 

not elsewhere mentioned. 
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The Battle of the Kings; Abram's Faith 

and Aner; all these were confederate with 

14 Abram. Abram himself, as soon as he 
heard that his kinsman Lot was a prisoner, 
mustered the men he had in arms, all of 
his own household, to the number of three 
hundred and eighteen, and went in pursuit 

15 all the way to Dan. Here he divided his 
confederates into companies, and fell upon 
the enemy by night, routing them and 
driving them in their flight as far as Hoba, 

16 to the left of Damascus; and he brought 
back all that wealth with him, Lot, too, and 
the wealth that was his, and the women, 
and the common folk. 

17 Thus he defeated Chodorlahomor, and 
the kings who were with him. And as he 
came back, the king of Sodom went out to 
meet him at the Valley of Save, which is 

18 the same as the Royal Valley; Melchise- 
dech, too, was there, the king of Salem. 
And he, priest as he was of the most high 
God, brought out bread and wine with 

19 him, and gave him this benediction, On 
Abram be the blessing of the most high 

20 God, maker of heaven and earth, and 
blessed be that most high God, whose pro¬ 
tection has brought thy enemies into thy 
power. To him, Abram gave tithes of all 

21 he had won. 1 As for the king of Sodom, 
he said to Abram, Give me these living 
souls; all the rest thou mayest take for 

22 thyself. But Abram answered, By this 
hand, which I lift up to the Lord God, the 

23 prince of heaven and earth, I will take 
nothing of thine, though it were but a 
thread from the woof or the strap of a shoe. 
Never shalt thou say, Abram got his wealth 

24 from me. Take all, except the food my 
men have already eaten, and the share that 
falls to the three who came out with me, 
Aner, Escol, and Mambre; let them have 
their pan. 

It was after this that the Lord sent 
word to Abram in a vision, Have 
no fear, Abram, I am here to protect thee; 

2 thy reward shall be great indeed. But 
Abram answered, Lord God, what can this 
gift of thine be? I must go the way of 
childless men; Damascus here, the son of 

3 Eliezer, is but the son of my steward; 2 to 


rewarded 

me (Abram added) thou hast given no 
children, so that all the heir I have is a 
slave bom in my house. Whereupon the 4 
Lord sent word to him, This man shall not 
succeed thee; thou shalt have an heir 
sprung from thy own body. Then he took s 
him out of doors, and said to him, Look 
up at the sky, and count, if thou canst, the 
stars in it; thy race, like these, shall be 
numberless. So Abram put his faith in 6 
God, and it was reckoned virtue in him. 3 

And now God said to him, I am the 7 
Lord, who brought thee out from Ur of 
the Chaldees, to give thee possession of 
this land instead. And when he asked, s 
Lord God, what assurance may I have, 
that it is mine? the Lord answered, Bring 9 
me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year- 
old she-goat, and a three-year-old ram, and 
a turtle-dove, and a pigeon. All these he 10 
brought to him, and cut them in half, 
laying the two halves of each on opposite 
sides, except the dove and the pigeon; he 
did not divide these. The whole day long n 
Abram stood there, driving away the 
carrion-birds as they swooped down on the 
carcases; but when the sun set, deep sleep 12 
fell upon him, and in the darkness a great 
dread assailed him. So a voice came to 13 
him, This thou must know, that thy race 
will live as strangers in a land not their 
own, reduced to slavery and ill-used for 
four hundred years. But I am there to pass 14 
judgement on the nation which enslaves 
them; and when this is done, they shall 
come back rich in possessions, Forthyself, 15 
thou shalt be buried with thy fathers, 
grown old in comfort; but the fourth 16 
generation will have come before these 
return hither; the wickedness of the 
Amorrhites has not reached its full term. 

So the sun went down, and when the 17 
darkness of night came on, a smoking fur¬ 
nace was seen, a torch of fire that passed 
between the pieces of flesh. And the Lord, 18 
that day, made a covenant with Abram; 

I will grant this land, he told him, to thy 
posterity, with its borders reaching up to 
the river of Egypt, and the great river 
Euphrates; the land of the Cinites, and the 19 
Cenezites, and the Cedmonites, the 20 



Cf. Heb. 7. * The meaning of this verse is obscure both in the Hebrew text and in the 

versions; it seems likely that there has been a corruption in the manuscripts. As the text stands, 
Damascus must be the name of a person, not of a place, and the words ‘Damascus (of) Eliezer’ will 
probably imply that Eliezer was his father. J Cf. Rom. 4. 3; Gal. 3. 6. 
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Sarai and Agar; the Covenant of Circumcision 
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Hethites and the Pherezites, the Raphaim, 

21 too, and the Amorrhites, and the Cha- 
naanites, and the Gergesites, and the 
Jebusites. 

And still Abram's wife Sarai bore 
him no children. But she had an 

2 Egyptian maid-servant, called Agar; and 
now she said to her husband, The Lord, 
as thou seest, denies me motherhood; be¬ 
take thyself to this maid of mine, in the 
hope that I may at least have children 
through her means. So Abram consented 

3 to the wish of his wife, and she brought 
this Egyptian maid-servant of hers. Agar, 
and gave her to her husband as his mate, 
ten years after they had taken up their 

4 abode in the land of Chanaan. Abram, 
then, had knowledge of her, and she, 
finding herself with child, began to look on 

5 her mistress with scorn. And Sarai com¬ 
plained to Abram, I am being wronged, 
through thy fault; here is this maid¬ 
servant of mine, whom I bade thee take in 
thy arms, treating me scornfully, now that 
she has conceived. May the Lord do 

6 justice between us. To this, Abram made 
answer, Is she not in thy power, thy own 
maid-servant? Do what thou wilt with 
her. Thus it was that Sarai used her cruelly, 
and she took refuge in flight. 

7 She was sitting by a well out in the 
wilderness, on the desert road to Sur, 
when an angel of the Lord found her. 

s Whence comes Agar, he asked, and whither 
does she go, that was Sarai's maid-servant? 
And she answered, It is from the threats of 

9 my mistress, Sarai, that I have fled. Then 
the angel of the Lord said to her, Go back 
to thy mistress, and submit to her will. 

10 Still will I grant increase, he said, to the 
race that shall spring from thee, till its 

11 numbers cannot be counted. And he 
added. Now thou an with child; it is a son 
that will be born to thee, and thou shalt 
call him Ismael (that is, God hears), in 
token that God has listened to thee in thy 

12 affliction. His shall be a nature none can 
tame; hating all and hated by all, he shall 
pitch his camp eastwards of his brethren . 1 

13 Thus the Lord spoke to her, and thus she 


named him, Thou art God, that hast 
looked on me; for indeed, she said, there 
was one who looked on me here, and I saw 
him as he left me . 2 So she called that well, m 
the Well of him who lives and looks on 
me; it is between Cades and Barad. Agar, 15 
then, bore a son to Abram, and called him 
Ismael; Abram was eighty-six years old at 16 
the time of Ismael's birth. 

It was when he reached the age of 
ninety-nine that the Lord was re¬ 
vealed to him with the words, I am God 
Almighty; live as in my sight, and be per¬ 
fect. Then, on my part, I will make a 2 
covenant with thee, to give thy posterity 
increase beyond measure. At this, Abram 3 
fell prostrate before him. And God said 4 
to him; I AM ,3 and here is the covenant 
I make with thee, thou shalt be the father 
of a multitude of nations. No longer shall 5 
thy name be Abram, thou shalt be called 
Abraham, the father of a throng, such is 
the multitude of nations I will give thee for 
thy children. 4 I will make thee fruitful 6 
beyond all measure, so that thou shalt 
count among the nations; from thy issue, 
kings shall rise. I will honour this cove- 7 
nant of mine with thyself and with the race 
that shall follow thee, generation after 
generation; an eternal covenant that 
pledges me to be thy God, and the God of 
the race which follows thee. To thee, and 8 
to that race, I will give the land in which 
thou dwellest now as a stranger, the whole 
land of Chanaan; their inheritance for 
ever, and I their God. 

Then God said to Abraham, Thou, too, 9 
shalt observe this covenant of mine, thou 
and the race that shall follow thee, genera¬ 
tion after generation. This is the covenant 10 
you shall keep with me, thou and thine; 
every male child of yours shall be circum¬ 
cised; you shall circumcise the flesh of u 
your foreskins, in token of the covenant 
between me and you. Generation after 12 
generation, every male child shall be cir¬ 
cumcised when it is eight days old. And 
this law shall be binding on your slaves, 
both those born in your households, and 
those you have bought, though these be of 


1 ‘Eastwards’i the Hebrew text is usually so rendered. The Latin gives a literal translation, ‘over 
against’. 2 The exact meaning of verses 13 and 14 is uncertain in the Hebrew. 3 Cf. Ex. 3. 14; 
in the Hebrew text, however, there seems to be no reference to the divine title. 4 The derivation 

of the name Abraham is uncertain, but it seems probable that it is to be connected with a Hebrew root 
which indicates‘rushing’,‘tumult’. 
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Angels visit Abraham; the Birth of Isaac promised 


alien breed. So my covenant shall have its 
seal in your flesh, ratified to all time. If any 
male person has the flesh of his foreskin 
uncircumcised, there is no place for him 
among his people; 1 he has violated the 
covenant between us. 

This, too, God said to Abraham, Thou 
shalt call thy wife Sarai not Sarai but Sara, 
the princess. Her I will bless, giving thee 
a son by her; and him, too, I will bless, 
giving him whole nations for his posterity; 
kings with their peoples shall take their 
origin from him. 

At this, Abraham fell prostrate before 
him; but in his heart he said, laughing at 
the thought, Shall I have a son when I am 
a hundred years old? Will Sara, with all 
her ninety years, become a mother? And 
this was what he asked of God, If only thou 
wilt grant life to Ismael! But God said to 
Abraham, Thou shalt have a son by thy 
wife Sara, and shalt give him the name of 
Isaac; it is to him and to the race which 
shall follow him that I will make good my 
promise, ratified for ever. As for Ismael, 
for him too I grant thy prayer; be sure that 
I will bless him, and make him fruitful, and 
grant him increase beyond all measure, so 
that he will be the father of twelve chief¬ 
tains. From him, too, a great nation shall 
arise ; but when I make good this promise 
of mine, it will be for Isaac, the son thou 
wilt have, at this time next year, by thy 
wife Sara. 

So God finished speaking to Abraham, 
and went up out of his sight. And Abra¬ 
ham sent for his son Ismael, and for all the 
slaves bom in his house and those, too, 
whom he had bought, every male child 
that belonged to any of his household, and 
on that very day he circumcised the flesh 
of their foreskins, in obedience to the 
Lord’s bidding. Abraham was ninety-nine 
years old when he circumcised the flesh of 
his foreskin, and Ismael, at the time of his 
circumcision, had reached the age of thir¬ 
teen. On this same day all were circum¬ 
cised, Abraham, and his son Ismael, and 
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the men of his household, slaves born in 
the house and aliens that were his by pur¬ 
chase, all alike. 

He had a vision of the Lord, too, 
in the valley of Mambre, as he sat 
by his tent door at noon. He looked up, 2 
and saw three men standing near him; and, 
at the sight, he ran from his tent door to 
meet them, bowing down to the earth. 1 
Lord, he said, as thou lovest me, do not 3 
pass thy servant by; let me fetch a drop of 4 
water, so that you can wash your feet and 
rest in the shade. I will bring a mouthful 5 
of food, too, so that you can refresh your¬ 
selves before you go on further; you have 
not come this way for nothing. And when 
they had agreed to what he proposed, 
Abraham hastened into the tent to find 6 
Sara. Quick, he said, knead three mea¬ 
sures of flour, and make girdle-cakes. 
Meanwhile, he ran to the byre, and brought 7 
in a calf, tender and well-fed, and gave it 
to a servant, who made haste to cook it. 
Then he brought out butter and milk with e 
the calf he had cooked for them, and laid 
their meal ready, and stood there beside 
them in the shade of the trees. 

When they finished eating, they asked, 9 
Where is thy wife Sara? She is here, he 
answered, in the tent. I will come back, ro 
said he who was speaking to him, next year 
without fail; and, live she till then, thy wife 
Sara shall have a son.3 Sara, behind the 
tent door, overheard it and laughed; both n 
were old, and past their prime, so that Sara 
was no longer subject to the lot of woman¬ 
hood. What, she said, laughing to herself 12 
at the thought, am I to have dalliance with 
this lord of mine, grown old as I too have 
grown old? Whereupon the Lord said to n 
Abraham, Why does Sara laugh, and ask 
whether she is indeed to become a mother 
in her old age? Can any task be too diffi- 14 
cult for the Lord? At this time of year, the 
time I have appointed, I will come back to 
thee; live she till then, Sara shall have a 
son. And when Sara, overcome with n 



1 ‘There is no more place for him’, literally, ‘he shall be cut off', a phrase which occurs frequently in 
the Old Testament. Sometimes, as here, it is not clear whether it implies banishment, or public execution, 
or punishment by act of God. 1 We have no means of knowing, in what form this revelation was 

made to Abraham; but it seems clear that the divine visit represented itself to him under a human guise. 
One of the three travellers he recognizes, without asking, as Almighty God himself; though it appears 
sometimes as if angels were allowed to speak to men in the person of God; cf. Jos. 5. 13; 6. 2. The other 
two are clearly the same angels who are described as visiting Sodom in ch. 19. 3 ‘Live she till then’; 

this appears to be the meaning of the Latin. The Hebrew text has simply 1 a living time ’; an obscure phrase 
which is generally interpreted as meaning ‘when spring comes back . 
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terror, denied the charge of laughing. Ah, 
he said, but thou didst laugh. 

16 And now the men rose up, and turned 
towards Sodom, Abraham going with them 

17 to put them on their way. And the Lord 
said. Should I hide my purpose from 

i b Abraham, this man who is destined to give 
birth to a people so great and so powerful? 
This man through whom all the nations of 

19 the world are to find a blessing? Have I 
not chosen him as one who wifi teach his 
children 1 and all his race after him to fol¬ 
low the paths which the Lord shews them, 
and to do what is just and right, winning 
him the fulfilment of all the Lord has pro- 

20 mised him? So the Lord told him. The ill 
repute of Sodom and Gomorrha goes from 
bad to worse, their sin is grievous out of 

21 all measure; I must needs go down to see 
for myself whether they have deserved the 
ill report that has reached me or not; I 

22 must know for certain. And Abraham 
stood there in the Lord’s presence, as the 
men turned and went on towards Sodom. 

23 Abraham drew close to him, and asked. 
Wilt thou, then, sweep away the innocent 

24 with the guilty? Suppose there are fifty 
innocent men in the city, must they too 
perish? Wilt thou not spare the place to 
save fifty such innocent men that dwell 

25 there? Never that, thou wilt not destroy 
the innocent with the guilty, as if inno¬ 
cence and guilt were all one; that is not thy 
way, that is not how the Judge of the whole 

26 earth executes justice! And the Lord told 
him, If I find fifty innocent citizens in 
Sodom, I will spare the whole place to save 

27 them. And Abraham answered. Dust and 
ashes though I be, I have taken it upon me 
to speak to my Lord, and speak I will. 

28 What if there should be five wanting to 
make up the tale of fifty innocent men? 
Wilt thou bring the whole city to ruin be¬ 
cause there are five less than fifty? No, he 
said, if I meet with forty-five such, I will 

29 not bring it to ruin. But he plied him once 
more, What wilt thou do, then, if forty are 
found there? I will hold my hand, said he, 

30 to save forty. Then he said, Lord, do not 
be angry with me for pleading thus; what 


if thirty are found there? If I find thirty, 
he said, I will not do it. I have taken it 
upon me, said he, to speak to my Lord, and 
speak I will; what if twenty are found 
there? I will grant it life, he said, to save 
twenty. And he said, Do not be angry with 
me, Lord, I entreat thee, for malung one 
more plea still; what if ten are found there? 
I will spare it from destruction, he said, to 
save ten. So God finished speaking to 
Abraham, and left him, and Abraham 
turned and went home. 

It was evening when the two 
angels reached Sodom, and Lot 
was sitting at the town gate. He rose up 
when he saw them, and went to meet them, 
bowing down his face to the earth. Pray, 
sirs, he said, turn in to my house and spend 
the night there; wash your feet now, and 
go on your journey to-morrow. And when 
they said, No, we will stay here in the open 
square, he would take no denial, they must 
needs lodge with him. So they went to his 
house, and he baked unleavened bread for 
them, which they ate. And before ever 
they had gone to rest, the townspeople 
laid siege to the house, old and young, 
from every quarter of the city, calling for 
Lot, and crying out, Where are thy evening 
visitors? Bring them out here, to minister 
to our lust. So Lot went out, shutting the 
door behind him, and said, No, brethren, 
I entreat you, do not be guilty of such a 
wrong. I have two daughters here, that 
have as yet no knowledge of man; these 
I will bring out, and you shall have your 
will with them, but do these men no 
harm ; 2 are they not guests under my roof? 
What, said they, wouldst thou come here 
as a stranger, and then set thyself up as a 
judge? Stand back, or it will be worse for 
thee than for them. And they pushed Lot 
aside with great violence, trying to break 
the door in. So the two men reached out 
and pulled Lot back into the house, shut¬ 
ting the door after him; and they put a ban 
of blindness on the folk without, so that 
never a man of them could find the entry. 

And now the two men asked Lot, Is 



1 The Latin here gives, ‘I know that he will teach his children ’; the meaning of the Hebrew text is 
rather, ‘I have acknowledged him (as my own) in order that he may teach his children’. 2 Some 
have inferred from this verse that it is lawful to counsel the commission of a lesser crime in order to 
prevent the commission of a greater. But it is more generally held that Lot, in his agitation, made a proposal 
which was in fact sinful j perhaps only as a gesture of concession, without expecting that the men of 
Sodom would agree to it. 
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The Flight of Lot; Origins of Moab and Ammon GENESIS 

there any here besides thyself, son-in-law, the place where but now he had stood 
or son, or daughter of thine? If so, take talking to the Lord, he looked out over 28 

13 them out of the city, all that are thine. Our Sodom and Gomorrha, and all the plain 
in tent is to destroy this place; the ill repute where they stood, and saw nothing but 
of it goes from bad to worse, and the Lord smoke going up from the land, like the 
knows of it, and has sent us to destroy smoke of a furnace. So it was that when he 29 

14 them. So Lot went out, and spoke to the overthrew the cities in that plain God re- 
suitors who were betrothed to his daugh- membered Abraham, and rescued Lot 
ters; 1 Up, he said, leave this place; the from the ruins of his chosen dwelling- 
Lord means to destroy the city. But they place. 

15 thought he was speaking in jest. Then But Lot left Segor, and went up to live 30 
morning came, and the angels were urgent in the hills, taking his two daughters with 
with him; Up, they said, take thy wife with him; he was afraid to live at Segor, and 
thee, and the two daughters who are still took up his abode in a cave. There his two 

at home, or else thou too wilt perish with daughters dwelt with him, and the elder of 31 

1 e the offending city. And when they found these said to the younger, Our father grows 
that he hung back, they pulled him away, old, and as for us, there is no one in the 
with his wife and his two daughters, so land to mate with us, after the wont of 
resolved was the Lord to spare him; led human kind. 2 Why then, let us give him 32 

17 him out, and set him clear of the city. Here wine and make him drunk, and so sleep 
they said to him. Flee for thy life, never with him, to preserve our father’s pos- 
once looking behind thee, never lingering terity. So that night they gave their father 33 
once in all the plain round about thee; wine to drink; and the elder went in and 
take refuge in the hills, or thou, too, wilt slept with her father, lying down beside 
perish. him and rising up without his knowledge. 

is But now Lot pleaded with them, My And next day, the elder said to the 34 

19 Lord, he said, I entreat thee, as thou lovest younger. Last night it was I that slept with 
thy servant, as thou hast shewn me signal our father; let us give him wine again to- 
mercy in saving this life of mine, bethink night, and thou shalt sleep with him, to 
thee that I have no strength to reach the preserve our father’s posterity. So that 35 
safety of the hills; calamity will overtake night too they gave their father wine to 

20 me first, and I must die. But there is a city drink, and the younger went in and slept 
close by that I may reach in safety, a little with him, and still he knew nothing of it 
city, but I can find refuge there. So small when she lay down, or when she rose up. 

a city, and wilt thou not grant me life if I Thus the two daughters of Lot were got 36 

21 go there? Once again, said he, I yield to with child by their father, and the elder 37 
thy entreaty; I will not overthrow the city bore a son whom she called Moab, the 

22 thou pleadest for. Only make haste, and ancestor of the Moabite race that still sur- 
take refuge there; I can do nothing till thou vives; the younger, too, had a son, whom 38 
hast reached it. That is how it came to be she called Ammon, as if she would say 

23 called the little city, Segor. Into Segor Ben-ammi, the son of my people; his de- 
Lot entered as the sun rose over the earth; scendants still survive as the Ammonites. 

24 and thereupon the Lord rained down 

brimstone and fire out of heaven, the ^ There was a time when Abraham 

25 Lord’s dwelling-place, and overthrew made his way from there into 

these cities, with all the plain about them, the southern country, first settling down 
and all those who dwelt there, and all that between Cades and Sur, then living as a 

26 grew from their soil. And Lot’s wife, be- wanderer in Gerara. And of his wife Sara 2 
cause she looked behind her as she went, he gave out, She is my sister; whereupon 

27 was turned into a pillar of salt. That Abimelech, king of Gerara, sent and took 
morning, Abraham rose up early, and from her for himself. But God visited Abime- 3 

2 /t 71 ? ^ r , ew text may a * so 136 rendered, ‘his sons-in-law, who had married his (other) daughters’. 

. , ln u the ,’ or perhaps, ‘on earth’. The daughters of Lot may have assumed that the conflagration 
naa been world-wide, and that Segor was shortly to be consumed like the rest of the world. On this 
understanding, some have excused the action of the two sisters; but the common opinion of theologians 
is that it was 9inful. r 
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lech in a dream by night, and told him, 
Thy life is forfeit, on account of this 
woman thou hast taken for thyself; she is 

4 wedded to a husband. Abimelech, as yet, 
had had no intercourse with her. What, 
Lord, he said, must a nation perish that 
has done no wrong, except through ig- 

5 norance? Did he not tell me himself, She 
is my sister? And she, did not she herself 
claim him as her brother? My conscience 
has been clear, my actions honourable, in 

6 all I have done. And God said to him, 
I know that thou hast acted with a clear 
conscience; that is why I preserved thee 
from sinning against me, and would not 

7 let thee have intercourse with her. But 
now thou must give her back to her hus¬ 
band; he is a prophet, and will intercede 
for thy life; if thou dost not restore her, 
I give thee good warning, thou and thine 

s must perish. So Abimelech rose up at 
once before dawn of day, and summoned 
the whole company of his servants to let 
them hear all this; whereupon they were 

9 all overcome with terror. Then Abimelech 
sent for Abraham too, and asked him. 
What is this trick thou hast played on us? 
What wrong have we done thee, that thou 
shouldst involve me and my kingdom in 
such guilt? Thou hast treated us amiss. 

10 And still he plied him with reproaches; 
What was in tliy min d, that thou shouldst 

11 act thus? I thought to myself, answered 
Abraham, This may be a place where they 
have no fear of God, and then they will kill 

12 me on my wife’s account. Besides, she is 
indeed my sister, on the father’s side but 
not on the mother’s, though she is none 

13 the less my wedded wife. 1 When God 
bade me leave my father’s house and go on 
my travels, I said to her, Do me this kind¬ 
ness; give it out, wherever we go, that I am 
thy brother. 1 

14 So Abimelech made Abraham a present, 
of sheep and oxen, of men and maid ser¬ 
vants, and gave his wife Sara back to him. 

15 Here is my land, he said, at your disposal, 

16 dwell where thou wilt. And to Sara he 
added, See, I am giving this brother of 


Sara and Abimelech; Birth of Isaac 

thine a thousand silver pieces; such a- 
mends will enable thee to look the world in 
the face, wherever thou goest; 3 only, do not 
forget that thy pretence was discovered. 
And now, at Abraham’s intercession, God n 
restored health to Abimelech, to his wife 
and to his servant women; up to now, on ifl 
account of Abraham’s wife Sara, the Lord 
had made all Abimelech’s household 
barren. 

And now, true to his undertaking, 
the Lord visited Sara and fulfilled 
his promise; old as she was, she conceived 2 
and bore a son at the very time God had 
foretold. To this son whom Sara had borne 3 
him, Abraham gave the name of Isaac, and 
circumcised him, as God had commanded, t 
when he was eight days old. He himself 5 
was then a hundred years old; so great an 
age had he reached before Isaac was bom 
to him. And Sara cried out, God has made 6 
me laugh for joy; whoever hears of this 
will laugh (Isaac) with me. Who would 7 
have thought, she added, that Abraham 
would ever be told, Sara is nursing a son, 
bom to thee in thy old age? 

The boy grew, and was weaned; on the 8 
day of his weaning, Abraham made a great 
feast, and Sara found the son of the Egyp- 9 
tian woman, Agar, mocking her own son 
Isaac. 4 Whereupon she said to Abraham, 
Rid thyself of this slave-woman and her 10 
son; it cannot be that the son of a slave 
should divide the inheritance with my own 
son, Isaac. At this Abraham was greatly 11 
distressed on his son’s behalf; but God 12 
said to him, Do not take it to heart so, the 
boy’s lot and the lot of thy slave ; attend to 
all Sara’s bidding, for indeed it is through 
Isaac that thy posterity shall be traced. As 
for the slave’s child, I will make him, too, 13 
the founder of a great nation; he too is thy 
son. So, when he rose next morning, u 
Abraham fetched some bread and a bottle 
of water, which he put on her shoulder, 
and bade her take the boy and begone. 
Thus she left him, and soon she was wan¬ 
dering to and fro in the desert of Bersabee. 


1 Some have thought that Sara was the daughter of Aran, uncle to Abraham, since the Hebrew language 
does not distinguish between a sister and a cousin. But the more obvious sense is that she was his half- 
sister. 2 Cf. 12. 13 above. 3 ‘Will enable thee to look the whole world in the face’; literally, 

1 will be a covering of the eyes for thee with all who are in thy company \ ‘ Do not forget that thy pretence 
was discovered’; so the Septuagint Greek interprets, ‘and tell the truth in all things’. The Hebrew text 
is obscure and perhaps corrupt; the rendering generally given is, ‘and in every way thou hast had right 
done thee’. A ^Mocking her own son’; the literal sense of the Latin version seems rather to be 

‘ playing with her own son ’. But cf. Gal. 4. 29. The words * with her own son ’ are not in the Hebrew text. 
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15 At last all the water in the bottle was spent, 
and she left the boy under one of the trees 

16 there, while she went and sat down oppo¬ 
site where he was, at a bow-shot’s distance; 
I cann ot bear to see my child die, she said. 
And there, sitting opposite him, she wept 

17 aloud. But God had listened to the child’s 
crying, and now his angel called to Agar 
out of heaven. Agar, he said, what ails 
thee? Do not be afraid, God has listened 
to the crying of thy child, where he lies 

in yonder. Up, and take thy child with thee, 
hold him fast by the hand; I will make him 

19 the founder of a great nation yet. With 
that, God gave clear sight to her eyes, and 
she saw a well that had water in it; to this 
she went, and filled her bottle, and gave 

20 the boy drink. Thenceforward, God was 
with him; he grew up, and made his dwell¬ 
ing there in the wilderness, and became a 

21 great archer. It was in the desert of Pharan 
that he dwelt, and the wife his mother 
chose for him was an Egyptian. 

22 It was at this same time that Abimelech, 
with Phicol the commander of his army, 
said to Abraham, God goes with thee in all 

23 thou doest; swear to me, then, in the name 
of God, that thou wilt do no injury to me, 
to those who follow after me, or to my 
race; that thou wilt repay the kindness I 
have shewn thee by like kindness shewn to 
me, and to this land where thou hast dwelt 

24 as a stranger. That oath, Abraham said, 
2j I will take; but meanwhile, he had a com¬ 
plaint to bring against Abimelech over a 
well where he used to draw water, that 
Abimelech’s servants had seized by vio- 

26 lence. I have no knowledge, said Abime¬ 
lech, who has done it; thou hast never told 
me of it, and I never heard of it till to-day. 
j: So Abraham brought sheep and oxen, and 
gave them to Abimelech, and they made a 
it treaty there between them. There were 
seven ewe-lambs that Abraham set apart 
from the rest of the flock; and when 
Abimelech asked what was the meaning of 
the seven lambs he had set apart, he an- 
30 swered, Thy acceptance of these seven 
lambs shall be my witness, that it was I who 
u dug this well. That is why the place was 
called Bersabee, the well of the oath, be¬ 
cause the two men swore friendship there. 
m Thus they made their treaty over the Well 
of the Oath, and then Abimelech rose, and 
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went back with Phicol, the commander of 
his army, to the country of the Philistines. 

At Bersabee, Abraham made a planta- 33 
tion, and invoked there the name of the 
Lord God eternal. And for a long time he 34 
dwelt on alien soil, in the country of the 
Philistines. 

After this, God would put Abra¬ 
ham to the test, So he called to him, 
Abraham, Abraham; and when he said, 

I am here, at thy command, God told him, 2 
Take thy only son, thy beloved son Isaac, 
with thee, to the land of Clear Vision , 1 and 
there offer him to me in burnt-sacrifice on 
a mountain which I will shew thee. Rising, 3 
therefore, at dawn, Abraham saddled his 
ass, bidding two of the men-servants and 
his son Isaac follow him; he cut the wood 
needed for the burnt-sacrifice, and then 
set out for the place of which God had 
spoken to him. It was two days later when 4 
he looked up and saw it, still far off; and 5 
now he said to his servants, Wait here with 
the ass, while I and my son make our way 
yonder; we will come back to you, when 
we have offered worship there. Then he 6 
took the wood for the sacrifice, and gave it 
to his son Isaac to carry; he himself carried 
the brazier and the knife. As they walked 
along together Isaac said to him, Father. 7 
What is it, my son? he asked. Why, said 
he, we have the fire here and the wood; 
where is the lamb we need for a victim? 
My son, said Abraham, God will see to it b 
that there is a lamb to be sacrificed. So 9 
they went on together till they reached the 
place God had shewn him. And here he 
built an altar, and set the wood in order on 
it; then he bound his son Isaac and laid 
him down there on the altar, above the pile 
of wood. And he reached out, and took up 10 
the knife, to slay his son. 

But now, from heaven, an angel of the 11 
Lord called to him, Abraham, Abraham. 
And when he answered, Here am I, at thy 
command, the angel said. Do the lad no 12 
hurt, let him alone. I know now that thou 
fearest God; for my sake thou wast ready 
to give up thy only son. And Abraham, 13 
looking about him, saw behind him a ram 
caught by the horns in a thicket; this he 
took, and offered it as a burnt-sacrifice, 
instead of his son. So Abraham called that 14 


In the Hebrew, this is a proper name, Moria. 
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spot. The Lord’s Foresight; and the saying 
goes to this day, On the mountain top, the 
Lord will see to it . 1 

15 Once more the angel of the Lord called 

16 to Abraham out of heaven; and he said, 
This message the Lord has for thee: I have 
taken an oath by my own name to reward 
thee for this act of thine, when thou wast 
ready to give up thy only son for my sake. 

17 More and more will I bless thee, more and 
more will I give increase to thy posterity, 
till they are countless as the stars in heaven, 
or the sand by the sea shore; thy children 

18 shall storm the gates of their enemies; all 
the races of the world shall find a blessing 
through thy posterity, for this readiness of 

19 thine to do my bidding. Then Abraham 
went back to his servants, and took them 
with him to Bersabee; it was at Bersabee 
that Abraham made his dwelling. 

20 It was after this Abraham had news that 
his brother Nachor, too, had had sons by 

21 his wife Melcha. Hus was the name of his 
first-born, and the next brother was called 
Buz; then Camuel from whom the Syrians 

22 are sprung, and Cased and Azau, Pheldas 

23 too and Jedlaph, and then Bathuel, the 
father of Rebecca; all these eight sons 
were born to Nachor, Abraham’s brother, 

24 by his wife Melcha. He had, too, a con¬ 
cubine called Roma; she bore him Tabee, 
and Gaham, and Tahas, and Maacha. 

'I "2 Sara reached the age of a hundred 

2 J and twenty-seven; then she died, 
at the town of Arbee (that is, Hebron) in 
the land of Chanaan. And there Abraham 
came, to make lamentation and to mourn 

3 for her. When the last rites were paid, he 

4 rose up and said to the Hethite folk, Here 
am I, a newcomer and a stranger among 
you; will you grant me rights of burial 

5 among you, to bury my dead? And this 

6 was the answer the Hethites gave him. Sir, 
as a heaven-sent chieftain thou hast come 
to dwell among us; bury thy dead in the 
choicest of all our graves; no man among 
us but shall grant thee his own tomb, to 

7 bury thy dead in. So Abraham rose up, 
and made obeisance to the people of the 

e land, the Hethites. If you have a mind, 
said he, to grant my dead burial, do me 


Death and Burial of Sara at Hebron 

this favour; plead for me with Ephron, the 
son of Seor, to give the double 2 cave at the 
end of his lands. Let him make it over to 
me for a just price, here in your presence, 
as my burial-ground. Ephron had his r. 
place there among the Hethites; so, in the 
hearing of all those who came in by the gate 
of his native town, he gave Abraham this 1 
answer: My lord, that must not be. Do but 
listen to me; it is my gift to thee, both the 
field and the cave in it; in the presence of 
these, my fellow-countrymen, I give it to 
thee; bury thy dead there. Whereupon 1: 
Abraham made obeisance before the people 
of the land; and said to Ephron, in the 1. 
presence ofthe whole assembly, Pray listen, 
rather, to me; I must make payment for 
the land, and thou must accept it, before I 
will bury my dead in it. And Ephron u 
answered. My lord, listen to me; the land 1: 
for which thou art asking is worth four 
hundred pieces of silver, but what is such 
a price between thee and me? Bury thy i< 
dead. Upon hearing this, Abraham paid 
Ephron the sum which he had named 
before the Hethites, four hundred silver 
pieces of current money; so the field that 1 
had been Ephron’s, with the double cave 
in it facing towards Mambre, not only the 
cave but the field itself, with all the sur¬ 
rounding trees that were in the confines 
of it, changed hands; and Abraham took 18 
possession of it, with the Hethites to wit¬ 
ness it, and all those who came in by the 
gate of Ephron’s native town. And so, in 19 
the double cave there that looks towards 
Mambre, Abraham buried his wife Sara; 
Mambre is the Chanaanite city now called 
Hebron. Both cave and field were made 20: 
over to Abraham by the Hethites for a 
burying-ground. 

Abraham was old now, and his 
life was near its end; and still, in 
all his doings, the Lord had blessed him. 

So now he called the oldest servant in his 2 
house, one who had charge of all his pos¬ 
sessions, and said to him, Put thy hand 
here under my thigh, and let me take an 
oath of thee. Swear to me by the Lord God 
of heaven and earth that when thou findest 
a wife for my son, it shall not be some 



1 In the Hebrew text, ‘on the mountain of the Lord it shall be seen to’, or perhaps, ‘he shall be seen’. 

2 The words ‘double cave’, in this and later chapters, conceal a place-name in the Hebrew, ‘the cave of 
Machpela*. 
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Abraham's Servant meets Rebecca at the Well 


daughter of these Chanaanites, among 
whom I dwell; that thou wilt make thy way 
to my own country and my own kindred, 
and find a wife for my son Isaac there. 
What then, said the servant, if the woman 
of my choice refuses to come back to this 
land with me? Must I then take thy son 
back instead to the place that was once thy 
home? Beware of that, Abraham said; 
never take this son of mine back there. It 
was the Lord God of heaven that called 
me away from my father’s house and from 
the land of my birth; and he has spoken 
with me, swearing to make over this land 
to my posterity. His angel will go before 
thee, enabling thee to find a wife for my 
son there. If the woman will not accom¬ 
pany thee, then thou art quit of this oath 
of thine, but never must thou take my son 
back there instead. 

So, putting his hand under his master 
Abraham’s thigh, the servant pledged him¬ 
self to fulfil this errand. He brought out 
ten of the camels in his master’s herd, and 
took part of all his master’s treasure with 
him; thus he set out, and made his way to 
the city where Nachor dwelt, in Meso¬ 
potamia, He was resting his camels by a 
well close to the town, just at the time of 
evening when women go out to draw 
water, and he prayed thus: O Lord, who 
art the God of my master Abraham, speed 
my errand to-day, and shew kindness to 
my master Abraham. I have taken up my 
post by this well, and the daughters of the 
citizens will be coming out to draw water. 
It may be that one of them, when I ask her 
to let down her pitcher and give me drink, 
will say, Here is drink for thee, and I will 
water thy camels as well. Let this be the 
bride thou hast chosen for thy servant 
Isaac; if it proves so, I shall know that thou 
art shewing kindness to my master. 

Before he had finished praying thus in 
his heart, Rebecca, the daughter of Ba- 
thuel, came out with a pitcher on her 
shoulder. (Bathuel was one of the sons of 
Melcha, who married Abraham’s brother 
Nachor.) A maiden most beautiful, fair of 
face, and a virgin that had no knowledge 
of man; and now she had gone down to the 
well, and filled the pitcher, and was on her 
way back, when the servant went to meet 


her. Give me a drop of water to drink, he 
said, from that pitcher of thine. Drink, ifi 
sir, she answered, and quickly let down the 
pitcher on to her arm, to give him drink. 
Then she added, when he had finished 19 
drinking, Now I will draw water for thy 
camels, too, till they have had their fill. 
And with that she emptied her pitcher into 20 
the troughs, and ran back to the well to 
draw water again, and gave what she drew 
for all his camels to drink. He, meanwhile, 21 
watched her in silence, wondering whether 
God had sped his errand or no. Then, 22 
when the camels had drunk, he took out 
two golden ear-rings, 1 that weighed ten 
pennyweights, and two bracelets, weigh¬ 
ing five ounces; and he said, Tell me, who 23 
is thy father? And can thy father’s house 
give us lodging for the night? Bathuel is 24 
my father, she answered, the son of Nachor 
by Melcha; and she added, We have no 25 
lack of straw or of hay, and it is a roomy 
house to lodge in. 

At this the servant bowed low and 26 
praised God; Blessed be the Lord, he said, 27 
the God of my master Abraham, still so 
merciful, still keeping his word to this 
master of mine, and guiding me straight to 
his brother’s house! So the girl ran back 28 
home, and told her mother all that had 
been said to her. She had a brother called 29 
Laban; and he hastened out to meet the 
servant at the well. Full of the sight of 30 
those ear-rings, and the bracelets on his 
sister’s arms, and of the words she had 
reported, he went to look for the man, and 
found him still standing by the camels, 
close to the well. Come in, he said; why 31 
dost thou stand without, so high in the 
Lord’s favour as thou art? I have made the 
house ready, and found stabling for the 
camels. So he brought the servant home, 32 
and unharnessed the camels for him, and 
brought straw and hay for them; water, 
too, so that the servant and his companions 
could wash their feet. 

Then they put food before him, but he 33 
said, I cannot eat until I have delivered my 
message. So Laban gave him leave to 
speak, and he said, I am one of the servants 34 
of Abraham. The Lord has blessed my 35 
master abundantly and made him great, 
giving him sheep and cattle, silver and 


1 According to the Hebrew text, here and in verses 30,47 below, the servant gave Rebecca not ear-rings, 
but a ring for the nose. 
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Marriage arranged between Isaac and Rebecca 


gold, men-servants and maid-servants, 

36 camels and asses. And now Sara, my 
master’s wife, has borne him a son in her 

37 old age, the heir of all his property. So my 
master took an oath of me to do his bid¬ 
ding ; When thou findest a wife for my son, 
he said, it shall not be some daughter of 
these Chanaanites, among whom I dwell; 

30 thou must make thy way to my father’s 
house, and find a wife for my son among 

39 my own kindred. What then, I answered, 
if the woman of my choice refuses to come 

40 back with me? And he said, The Lord, in 
whose sight I live and move, will send his 
angel with thee, to guide thee on thy 
journey and enable thee to find a wife for 
my son among my own kindred, my own 

41 father’s household. And if, when thou 
readiest them, these kinsmen of mine will 
not give her up to thee, no curse of mine 
shall light upon thee. 

42 So I found myself, to-day, at the well; 
and my prayer was, O Lord, who art the 
God of my master Abraham, wilt thou 

43 speed this present errand of mine? I have 
taken up my post by this well; it may be 
that some maiden, when I ask her to let me 

44 drink a drop of water from her pitcher, will 
say, Here is drink for thee, and I will draw 
water for thy camels as well. Let this be 
the bride the Lord has chosen for my 

45 master’s son. I was still praying thus in 
the silence of my own heart, when I saw 
Rebecca coming down to the well with a 
pitcher on her shoulder, and drawing 
water there; and I asked her for a drop of 

46 water to drink. And she, without waiting, 
let down the pitcher from her shoulder; 
Do thou drink, she said, and I will water 
thy camels as well. So I drank, and she 

47 gave the camels their drink. Then, when 
I questioned her, asking who her father 
was, she said, Bathuel is my father, the son 
of Nachor by Melcha. And with that I 
hung these ear-rings upon her, to deck her 
face, and put these bracelets on her arms; 

48 and I fell down to worship the Lord, 
blessing him, the God of my master Abra¬ 
ham, for guiding me where my master’s 

49 niece waited for my master’s son. And 
now, if you are ready to shew love and 
loyalty to my master, tell me your mind; 
if you have other thoughts, tell me your 


mind none the less, so that I may know 
where my course lies, to right or to left. 

Laban and Bathuel had but one answer; 50 
This comes from the Lord; when his will 
is made known, it is not for us to say Yes 
or No. Rebecca stands before thee, take 51 
her and go on thy way; she must wed thy 
master’s son at the Lord’s bidding. Upon 52 
hearing this, Abraham’s servant bowed 
down to earth and gave the Lord worship; 
then he took out cups of silver and gold, 53 
and garments, too, as a present for Re¬ 
becca, and gave precious gifts to her bre¬ 
thren and her mother besides. So the 
feasting began, and they ate and drank and 54 
passed the night there; but when morning 
came, the servant rose up and said, Now 
give me leave to go back to my master. And 5 5 
when her mother and her brethren would 
have kept her with them for ten days, at 
least, before her departure, he begged 56 
them. Do not detain me, now that the 
Lord has sped my errand so well, let me 
go back to my master at once. Then they 57 
said, Let us send for the maiden herself, 
and find out what her will is. So they 50 
fetched her, and when she came in, they 
asked. Art thou ready to go with this man? 
And she told them, I am ready. So they 59 
let her go, and her nurse with her, and 
Abraham’s servant, and his companions, 
wishing their sister good fortune as she 6 u 
went: Sister of ours, may thousands of 
thousands spring from thee, and may thy 
posterity storm the gates of their enemies. 

So Rebecca and her maids mounted 61 
their camels and followed the servant, who 
went back to his master with all speed. At 6z 
this time, Isaac, who now lived in the 
South country, used to walk along a certain 
road, leading to the well called, God lives 
and looks on me. 1 And one evening he had 63 
gone out of doors, to meditate there, when 
suddenly, looking up, he saw camels 
coming towards him from a distance. As 64 
for Rebecca, when she saw Isaac, she 
alighted from her camel, and asked the 65 
servant, Who is this coming towards us 
across the fields? When he said, It is my 
master, she quickly took up her veil, and 
veiled herself. 2 And now the servant told 66 
Isaac of all that he had done, and Isaac led 67 
her to the tent which had been his mother 


1 The text here is confused, and perhaps corrupt; for the well, cf. 16. 14 above. 1 It is not clear why 
the servant here refers to Isaac as his master, instead of Abraham. 
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Sara’s, and made her his wife, and found 
comfort over the loss of his mother in his 
love for her. 

Abraham, too, married again; his 
second wife’s name was Centra, 
2 and his children by her were Zamran, 
Jecsan, Madan, Madian, Jesboc and Sue. 
lees an was the father of Saba and Dadan, 
and Dadan’s children were the Assurim, 
-i :he Latusim and the Loomim. From 
Madian came Epha, Opher, Henoch, 
Abida and Eldaa. All these were de- 

5 scended from Centra. Abraham left Isaac 

6 the heir to all he possessed and made gifts 
to the children he had by his concubines. 
These children of his he bade journey east¬ 
wards, while he was still alive, to keep 

- them apart from his son Isaac. Abraham 
lived a hundred and seventy-five years; 
« then his strength failed him, and he died, 
content in late old age, his tale of years 
complete, and he became a part of his 
9 people. His sons, Isaac and Ismael, buried 
him; buried him in the double cave, on the 
land opposite Mambre that had once be¬ 
longed to Ephron, son of Seor, the Hethite. 
o Abraham himself had bought this land 
from the Hethites, and there he was buried, 

1 like his wife Sara before him. And now 
that he was dead, God’s blessing passed to 
his son Isaac, who had made his home 
close to the well that is called, God lives 
and looks on me. 

2 This was the lineage that came down 
from Ismael, Abraham’s son by Agar, the 

3 Egyptian, Sara’s waiting-woman; these 
are the names of his sons, arranged by the 
order of their birth. Ismael’s eldest son 
was Nabaioth, then came Cedar, Adbeel, 

a Mabsam, Masma, Duma, Massa, Hadar, 
6 Thema, Jethur, Naphis and Cedma. These 
were Ismael’s sons, and these the names 
they left to their villages and towns; each 
; of the twelve was chieftain of a tribe. As 
for Ismael, he lived a hundred and thirty- 
seven years; then his strength failed and 
he died, and became a part of his people. 
b The country where he lived reaches from 
Hevila to Sur, at the gate of Egypt, where 
the way to Assur lies; and he died with all 
his kindred about him. 1 
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And this was how the race of Abraham’s 19 
son Isaac continued; Abraham was the 
father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty years 20 
old when he married Laban’s sister Re¬ 
becca, daughter of Bathuel the Syrian, 
who lived in Mesopotamia. At first she 21 
was barren, but he prayed to the Lord for 
her, and his prayer was answered; Rebecca 
conceived. But the children fell to stmg- 22 
gling in her womb; How am I the better 
for conceiving, she asked, if this is to befall 
me? And she went to ask counsel from the 
Lord. The answer he gave was this: There 23 
are two nations in thy womb; in thy body 
the separation of two peoples has begun; 
here is a victory of people over people, and 
it is the elder that shall be subject to the 
younger. And now the time came for her 24 
giving birth, and it was found that there 
had been twins in her womb. The first to 25 
come was of a red complexion, and hairy all 
over as if he had worn a coat of skin; this 
one was called Esau. Then the second came, 26 
with his hand clutching his brother’s heel; 
and she called him, for that reason, Jacob, 
theSupplanter. It was when Isaac was sixty 
years old that these sons were bom to him. 

When the twins grew up, Esau turned 27 
into a skilful huntsman, that loved the 
open plains; Jacob was a tent-dweller and 
a man of peace. All Isaac’s love was for 28 
Esau, who brought him game to eat; Re¬ 
becca’s favourite was Jacob. One day, 29 
when Esau was coming back tired from the 
chase, he found Jacob making broth, and 30 
said to him, Let me have a mouthful, pray, 
of that red broth of thine; I am full weary. 
(That is why he came to be called Edom, 
the Red.) First then, Jacob answered, 31 
make over to me thy birthright. Why, 32 
surely, said he; I shall have little profit of 
my birthright, if I am to die of hunger as I 
stand here. Give me thy oath,saith Jacob; 33 
and Esau gave his oath, and made over his 
birthright. Then Jacob gave him bread, 34 
and some of the lentil broth, and he ate and 
drank and came away, as if the loss of his 
birthright were a thing of little moment. 

When a famine came upon the 
land again, like the famine which 
had visited it in Abraham’s time, Isaac was 




1 ‘His kindred’; literally, ‘his brethren’, but St Jerome thinks his children are ret erred to (cf. 31. 37 
below). Some think the meaning of the Hebrew text is, ‘He settled eastwards of all his brethren’; cf. the 
prophecy in 16. 12 above. 
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for leaving it; and he had reached the court 
of Abimelech, king of the Philistines, in 

2 Gerara, when the Lord appeared to him 
and said, No, do not take refuge in Egypt; 
thou art to remain in the land of my choice. 

3 Dwell in that land, though it be alien soil, 
and I will be with thee and bless thee; 
I mean to give all this land to thee and to 
thy race after thee, in fulfilment of the oath 

4 I took to thy father Abraham. I will make 
that race plentiful as the stars in heaven, 
and grant the whole of this land to thy 
descendants; in thy posterity all the na¬ 
tions of the world shall find a blessing. 

s Such reward shall Abraham have for obey¬ 
ing me, for keeping every command and 
charge I gave him, following observance 

6 and decree of mine. So Isaac remained 

7 where he was, at Gerara. And now, when 
certain of the inhabitants asked him about 
his wife, he told them. She is my sister; he 
was afraid to own that she was his wedded 
wife, thinking they might be tempted by 

8 her beauty to kill him. And one day, when 
he had already spent a long time in the 
country, the Philistine king, Abimelech, 
looked out of a window and saw Isaac and 

9 his wife in dalliance together. Whereupon 
he summoned him, and said, It is plain 
enough, now, that she is thy wife, why 
didst thou pretend she was thy sister? 
I was afraid, he answered, that she 

10 might be the cause of my death. What 
is this trick thou hast played on us? 
said Abimelech. One of my people 
might easily have dishonoured thy wife, 
and so thou wouldst have led us into 

11 grievous guilt. Then he issued his com¬ 
mand to all his people, If anyone touches 
this man’s wife, his life must pay for it. 

12 In this country, Isaac began growing 
crops; and in that first year they yielded a 
hundredfold; such was the Lord’s blessing 

13 on him. Thus he became rich, and went 
on prospering more and more, until he 

14 rose to great influence; flocks of sheep 
were his, and herds of cattle, and a great 

15 retinue. And now the Philistines, out of 
envy, stopped up all the wells which the 
servants of his father Abraham had dug 

ib there, filling them in with earth. At last 
Abimelech himself said to Isaac, Separate 
from us; thou hast become altogether too 


Isaac and Abimelech; their Covenant 

powerful for us. So he went to live in the 17 
valley of Gerara. Here he opened afresh ib 
other wells, dug by his father Abraham’s 
servants, and stopped up long since by the 
Philistines, when Abraham died; calling 
them by the old names his father had given 
them. While they were thus digging in the 19 
valley, they came upon running water; but 10 
here, too, the herdsmen of Gerara disputed 
the rights of Isaac’s herdsmen, and claimed 
the water as their own. So he called the 
well, in memory of what had happened, 
the False Claim. Then they dug another, 21 
and this, too, was a cause of contention, so 
he called this well the Feud. And at last, 22 
when he had gone further on and dug 
another well, over which they did not dis¬ 
pute with him, he called it Freedom; Now 
at last, he said, the Lord has given us free¬ 
dom to spread over the land. From there 21 
he went to Bersabee; and here, the same 24 
night, he had a vision of the Lord, who 
said to him, I am the God of thy father 
Abraham; fear nothing, I am with thee. 

I mean to bless thee, and give increase 
to thy posterity, in reward of Abraham’s 
true service. So he built an altar, and in- 25 
voked the Lord’s name, and pitched his 
tent there, and bade his servants dig a well. 

When Abimelech came from Gerara to 26 
visit him there, with Ochozath, his coun¬ 
sellor, and Phicol, the commander of his 
army, Isaac asked them, What means your 27 
visit? Here is a man you have treated as 
an enemy, and driven him away from you. 
But they answered, We have seen how all 2s 
this while the Lord is with thee; and our 
thought was, It is time there was an oath 
between us. Let us make a covenant that 
thou wilt do us no wrong; we never laid 
hands on thee, never did thee anything but 
good; we parted from thee peaceably, and 
the Lord’s blessing was thine. So he made jo 
them a feast, and they ate and drank with 
him; then, when they rose up in the morn- 31 
ing, they bound themselves by oath each 
to the other, and so Isaac took leave of 
them, and they went home in peace. It 32 
was on that very day that Isaac’s servants 
came to him and brought word of the 
latest well they had been digging; We 
have found water, they told him. So he 33 
called it Abundance; 1 that is how the city 


1 * Abu ndan ce'; the Hebrew text has, ‘the Oath’, which is more consonant with the derivation given 
in 21. 31 above. 
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Jacob impersonates Esau and wins a Blessing genesis 


came to be called Bersabee, as it is to this 
day. 

34 Esau, who was by this time forty years 
old, married two wives, Judith the daugh¬ 
ter of Beeri, the Hethite, and Basemath, 
the daughter of another Hethite, Elon. 
3 s Both of these distressed the hearts of Isaac 
and Rebecca. 

And now Isaac was old, and his 
eyes had grown so dim that he 
saw nothing. One day he called to his elder 
son Esau, My son! and when he answered, 
7 I am here, at thy command, See, his father 
said, how old a man I have grown; there 
is no telling how soon I may be overtaken 
3 by death. Come, fetch that armoury of 
thine, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out 
hunting; when thou hast slain thy quarry, 
j make me a roast dish, such as I love well, 
and bring it me to eat. And so thou shalt 
have my blessing, against the time of my 
death. 

5 To all this, Rebecca listened; and when 
Esau had gone out hunting, to do as his 
« father had bidden him, she said to her son 
Jacob, I heard thy father talking to thy 
brother Esau, and thus he spoke to him; 
t Bring my venison from the chase, and 
make me a dish of meat; so thou shalt have 
my blessing, with the Lord to witness it, 
s against the time of my death. Nothing 
remains for thee, my son, but to fall in with 
9 this plan of mine. Make thy way to the 
herd, and bring me two choice kids; of 
these I will make such a dish as thy father 
o loves to eat, and thou shalt take it in to 
him; so, when he has eaten it, his dying 

1 benediction shall be thine instead. Be¬ 
think thee, answered Jacob, how hairy my 
brother Esau’s skin is, and mine how 

2 smooth! What if my father should feel it? 
He will think that I have been trying to 
make game of him, and it is a curse, not a 

3 blessing, I shall win. A curse, my son? 
said his mother. Let it fall on me; do but 
attend to my bidding, and fetch me what 

4 I ask for. So he went and brought them 
to his mother, and she made a dish of meat, 

5 such as she knew his father loved. She had 
fine clothes of Esau’s by her in the house, 

6 and she dressed Jacob in these; enclosed 
his hands, too in skin he had taken from 
the kids, and covered his bare neck with it; 

7 then she gave him the dish, and some 


loaves which she had cooked, to carry with 
him. 

So he brought them in, and said, Father, is 
Yes, my son, he said; who is it? I am Esau, 19 
said Jacob, Esau, thy first-born; I have 
done thy bidding. Rise up, I pray thee, sit 
at table, and eat this venison of mine, and 
give me a father’s blessing. Why, answered 20 
Isaac, how didst thou come to find thy 
quarry in so short a time, my son? It was 
God’s pleasure, said he, to send it in my 
way. Then Isaac said, Come near, and let 21 
me feel thee, to make sure whether thou 
art my son Esau or not. So he went dose 22 
to his father; and he, upon feeling the 
touch of him, said. The voice is Jacob’s 
voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. 
There was no recognizing Jacob, since his 23 
hands were hairy like Esau’s hands, and he 
must needs give his blessing. Thou art my 24 
son, he said, my son Esau? Yes, he an¬ 
swered, I am. Why then, said he, bring it 23 
here; let me eat my son’s venison, and give 
him a father’s blessing. So he ate what was 
brought him, and Jacob offered him wine 
too, and he drank. 

Then he said to Jacob, Come here, my 26 
son, and kiss me. And when he came near, 27 
and kissed him, all at once Isaac caught the 
smell of his garments, and this was the 
blessing he gave him: How it breathes 
about this son of mine, the fragrance of 
earth when the Lord’s blessing is on itl 
God give thee dew from heaven and fruit- 26 
ful soil, corn and wine in plenty. Let 29 
nations serve thee, and peoples bow before 
thee; mayst thou be lord over thy brethren, 
receive obeisance from thy own mother’s 
sons; a curse on those who curse, a blessing 
on those who bless thee! Scarcely had 30 
Isaac finished speaking, and Jacob gone 
out, when Esau returned. And now he 31 
brought his father a dish of venison; Rise 
up, father, he said, eat thy son’s venison, 
and give me a father’s blessing. Why, who 32 
art thou? Isaac asked. I am thy son, he 
answered, thy first-bom son Esau. At this, 33 
quite overcome with dread, astonished 
past belief, Isaac cried out, Why then, who 
is it that has already brought me venison 
from the chase? Before ever thou earnest 
back to me, I have eaten my fill and to him 
given my blessing; on him the blessing 
will come. 

Esau, on hearing his father’s words, 34 
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broke out into a loud cry of anguish; Thy 
blessing, father, for me also thy blessing! 

35 Thy brother, it seems, Isaac answered, 
came in disguised; he has snatched thy 

36 blessing from thee. Why, said Esau, he is 
well named Jacob, the Supplanter; first he 
took away my birthright, and now he has 
stolen my blessing. And then, turning to 
his father, he asked, Hast thou no blessing 

37 left, then, a blessing for me too? Nay, an¬ 
swered Isaac, I have designated him thy 
master; I have condemned all his brethren 
to do him service; I have assured him of 
corn and wine; what claim have I left my- 

38 self to make for thee, my son? But Esau 
pleaded still. Hast thou only one blessing 
to give, father? I pray thee, bless me too. 
And he could not control his voice, but 

39 wept aloud. Then Isaac said, greatly 
moved, All thy blessing shall come from 
earth’s fruitfulness, and from the dew of 

40 heaven. 1 Thy sword shall be the breath of 
life to thee, but thou shalt be subject to thy 
brother, until the day comes when thou 
wilt rebel, and wilt shake off his yoke from 
thy neck. 

41 But ever Esau bore Jacob a grudge over 
the blessing he had won from their father. 
Soon, he thought, the days will come when 
we shall be mourning for my father’s 
death; that is the time to kill my brother. 

42 News of this reached Rebecca; so she sent 
for her son Jacob, and told him, Thy 

43 brother Esau is threatening thy life. Thou 
must needs do what I bid thee, my son; 
bestir thyself, and take refuge in Haran 

44 with thy uncle, Laban. There thou must 
dwell for a short while, till thy brother’s 

45 anger dies down. Soon his rage will cool, 
and he will forget the wrong thou hast 
done him; then I will send there, and bring 
thee back home; only begone; shall I let 
one day’s work rob me of both my sons ? 2 

46 And to Isaac Rebecca said, I am weary of 
life, with these Hethite women about me; 
if Jacob weds a bride of this native stock, 
may I not live to see it! 

So Isaac summoned Jacob to him, 
and gave him his blessing, and 
laid this charge upon him: It is not for thee 


The Flight of Jacob; his Dream at Bethel 

to marry a woman of Chanaanite stock; 
rather bestir thyself, and make thy way to 
Mesopotamia of the Syrians; there dwelt 
thy mother’s father, Bathuel, there thou 
mayest wed one of the daughters of thy 
uncle Laban. God Almighty bless thee, 
and make thy posterity thrive and increase, 
so that a multitude of nations may spring 
from thee. May he gra it to thee, and to 
thy race after thee, the blessing which he 
promised to thy grandfather Abraham; 
possession of the land in which thou 
dwellest now as a stranger. Jacob took 
leave of him, and set out on his journey to 
Mesopotamia of the Syrians, to the home 
of his uncle L?ban, son of Bathuel, the 
Syrian. An ill day for Esau; here was Jacob 
sent with his father’s blessing to find him¬ 
self a wife in Syria; forbidden, as he would 
win that blessing, to marry a Chanaanite; 
here was Jacob gone all the way to Meso¬ 
potamia in obedience to his parents’ whim! 
These women of Chanaan, Esau thought, 
are little to my father’s liking; so he 
betook himself to Ismael , 3 and married a 
third wife, Maheleth, daughter to Abra¬ 
ham’s son Ismael, and sister to Nabaioth. 

Meanwhile Jacob had left Bersabee, and 
was on his way to Haran. There was a place 
he reached as nightfall overtook him, so 
that he must lie down and rest; so he took 
one of the stones that lay around him, to 
make a pillow of it, and went to sleep. He 
dreamed that he saw a ladder standing on 
the earth, with its top reaching up into 
heaven; a stairway for the angels of God 
to go up and come down. Over this ladder 
the Lord himself leaned down, and spoke 
to Jacob, I am the Lord, he said, the God 
of thy father Abraham, the God of Isaac; 
this ground on which thou liest sleeping is 
my gift to thee and to thy posterity. Thy 
race shall be countless as the dust of the 
earth; to west and east, to north and south 
thou shalt overflow thy frontiers, till all the 
families on earth find a blessing in thee, 
and in this race of thine. I myself will 
watch over thee wherever thou goest, and 
bring thee back to this land again; before 
I have done with thee, all my promises to 
thee shall be fulfilled. 


1 * Thy blessing’; in the Hebrew text, * thy dwelling-place ’. Some think the meaning is, ‘ Thy dwelling- 
place shall be far from earth’s fruitfulness, and the dew of heaven’, since these advantages had already 
been pledged to Jacob (verse 28 above). 2 Rebecca probably means that if Esau killed Jacob he 

would become a fugitive, like Cain, and thus be lost to her. 3 ‘To Ismael’; that is, probably, to 

Ismael’s famil y, their father being now dead. 
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Jacob works for Laban as his Shepherd 

16 When he awoke from his dream, Jacob 
said to himself, Why, this is the Lord’s 
dwelling-place, and I slept here unaware 

17 of it! And he shuddered; What a fearsome 
place is this! said he. This can be nothing 
other than the house of God; this is the 

18 gate of Heaven. So it was that, when he 
rose in the morning, Jacob took the stone 
which had been his pillow, and set it up 
there as a monument, and poured oil upon 

19 it; and he called the place Bethel, the House 
of God, that was called Luza till then. And 
there he took a vow; If God will be with 
me, he said, and watch over me on this 
journey of mine, and give me bread to eat 

u and clothes to cover my back, till at last I 
return safe to my father’s house, then the 
ij Lord shall be my God. This stone, too, 
which I have set up as a monument, shall 
be called the House of God. And of all the 
gifts thou sendest me, a tenth part shall be 
the offering I make thee. 

Then Jacob went on his way, and 
reached the eastern country. 
* Here, in the open plain, he found a well, 
with three flocks of sheep lying down be¬ 
side it. It was here that the flocks were 
watered; but the mouth of the well was 
3 closed by a great stone, and it was not the 
custom to roll this stone away till all the 
flocks were assembled. When these had 
had their fill, the stone was put back on the 
a well mouth. Whence come you, brethren? 

he asked the shepherds. From Haran, they 
3 answered. And his next question was, 
whether they knew Laban, son of Nachor. 

6 Yes, they said, we know him. Is all well 
with him? asked Jacob. Yes, said they, all 
is well with him. That is his daughter, 
Rachel, yonder, coming towards us with 

7 her flock. Then Jacob said, The sun is still 
high, and it is a long time before the flocks 
need to be folded; why do you not water 
the sheep at once, and take them back to 

5 their pasture again? That cannot be done, 
they answered, until all the herds have 
assembled here; we wait till then, before 
we move the stone from the well mouth 
and water our flocks. The words were 
scarcely spoken, when Rachel came up 
with her father’s sheep; Rachel herself was 
,j their shepherdess. Jacob watched her as 
she came; this was his cousin, these were 
his uncle Laban’s sheep; so he moved 
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away the stone by which the well was shut 
in. Then, when she had watered her flock, 
he went up and kissed her, weeping aloud; 11 
and he told her that he was her father’s 12 
kinsman, Rebecca’s son; whereupon she 
went quickly home to tell her father the 
news. 

No sooner did Laban hear of his nephew 13 
Jacob’s arrival, than he ran out to meet 
him, embraced him, covered him with 
kisses, and brought him back home. He 
listened to the reasons that had brought 
him there, and said, Thou art my own flesh 14 
and blood. And he waited till a month had 
passed; then he said. Because thou art my 15 
kinsman, that is no reason why thou 
shouldst work for me free of charge; tell 
me what reward thou wouldst have. Laban 16 
had two daughters; Rachel was the 
younger and her elder sister was called Lia. 
But Lia was dull-eyed, whereas Rachel had 17 
beauty both of form and face, and on her ib 
J acob’s love had fallen. So he answered, 

I will work seven years for thee to win thy 
younger daughter Rachel. Better thou, 19 
said Laban, than any other husband I 
could find for her; stay, then, at my side. 

So Jacob worked seven years to win 20 
Rachel, and they seemed to him only a 
few days, because of the greatness of his 
love. 

Then he said to Laban, Give me my 21 
bride; the time has come now for me to 
wed her. So Laban invited a great com- 22 
pany of his friends to the wedding feast; 
but that night he matched Jacob with his 23 
daughter Lia instead, giving her a maid 24 
called Zelpha to wait on her. So, with all 
due ceremony, Jacob took her to his bed, 
and it was not till morning he found out 25 
that it was Lia. Whereupon he said to 
Laban, What meanest thou? Did not I 
work for thee to win Rachel? What is this 
trick thou hast played on me? And Laban 26 
answered, It is not the custom of our 
country to wed our younger daughters 
first. Celebrate thus wedding of thine for 27 
a full week, and I will give thee Rachel too, 
and thou shalt work for me another seven 
years to earn her. To this Jacob agreed, 28 
and when the week was over he made 
Rachel his wife; the waiting-maid her 29 
father gave to Rachel was called Bala. So, 30 
at last, he won the bride he had longed for, 
and loved her better than he had loved her 
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sister; meanwhile, he spent another seven 
years in Laban’s service. 

31 And now, seeing Lia thus despised, the 
Lord gave her issue, while Rachel must 

32 remain barren. So she conceived and bore 
a son, whom she called Ruben, as if she 
would say, the Lord has looked on my 
lowliness, Raa-beoni. Now, she thought, 

33 my husband will love me. Then she con¬ 
ceived again, and again bore a son; Fresh 
gift, said she, is fresh proof the Lord has 
come to hear of the despite done me; so 

34 she called him Simeon, Hearing. Then she 
conceived a third time, and bore another 
son; This time, she thought, my husband 
will be closely knit to me, now that I have 
borne him three sons, and she called him 

35 Levi, Knit together. And when she con¬ 
ceived a fourth time, and bore a son, she 
said, Now I may praise the Lord, and she 
called him Juda, Praise. Then, for a while, 
she had no more children. 

Rachel, meanwhile, when she 
found she remained barren, 
looked with envy on her sister; Thou must 
needs give me children, said she to her 

I husband, or it will be my death. What, 
answered Jacob, angry at her mood, Must 
I stand in the place of God to thee? It is 

3 he that has denied thee motherhood. Here 
is Bala, she said, my maid-servant; get her 
with child instead, and it shall be bom on 
my knees; thus, through her means, I shall 

4 have a family of my own . 1 So she gave him 

5 Bala as his mate; and Bala, got with child 

6 by Rachel’s husband, bore a son. Where¬ 
upon Rachel said, God has pronounced 
judgement for me, and listened to my plea, 
by giving me a son; and she called the boy 
Dan, as if she would say, He has pro- 

7 nounced judgement. Afterwards Bala con- 

e ceived again and bore a second son; of him 

Rachel said, God has matched me like a 
wrestler against my sister, and I have won 
the bout, so she called him Nephthali, 

9 Wrestling. Lia, too, finding that she was 
not having any more children, gave her 
maid-servant Zelpha to her husband for 

10 his mate; and when Zelpha conceived and 

II bore a son, Lia said, Good fortune has 


Jacob's Children by Lia and Rachel 

come to me, and called the boy Gad, For¬ 
tune. Zelpha, too, bore Jacob a second 12 
son, and Lia said. Here is a blessing for me; 13 
women must needs call me blessed now; 
so she gave him the name of Aser, Blessed¬ 
ness. 

Once, at the time of the wheat harvest, u 
Ruben went out and found some man¬ 
drakes, which he brought back to his 
mother Lia ; 2 and Rachel said to Lia, Give 
me some of the fruit thy son has found. 
What, answered she, an thou not content 15 
with stealing my husband from me? Must 
thou have my son’s mandrake fruit as well? 
And Rachel said, Jacob shall sleep with 
thee to-night, if I may have some of thy 
son’s mandrake-fruit. So, when Jacob 16 
came back from work at evening, Lia went 
out to meet him; Thou art to share my bed 
to-night, she told him; I have paid thy hire 
with the mandrake fruit which my son 
found. So he slept with her that night; and 17 
now God listened to her prayers, so that 
she conceived again and bore a fifth son. 
Whereupon she said, God has paid me too 1 a 
my hire, for the maid-servant I lent to my 
husband, and she called the boy Issachar, 
Reward. And again Lia conceived, and 19 
bore a sixth son; This is a fair dowry, she 20 
said, God has endowed me with; once 
more my husband will dwell with me, now 
that I have borne him six sons; and she 
called the boy Zabulon, Dwelling. She 21 
had one more child after this, a daughter 
called Dina. Meanwhile, the Lord had not 22 
forgotten Rachel; her prayer was an¬ 
swered, and she, too, had issue. When she 23 
conceived and bore a son, her thought was, 
God has taken away my disgrace. And she 24 
called him Joseph, Increase; If only, she 
thought, God would increase my house¬ 
hold with another son. 

After Joseph’s birth, Jacob said to his 25 
father-in-law, Give me leave to go back 
home, to my own country. And when I 26 
go, let me take with me the wives and the 
children I have earned in thy service; how 
hard I have worked for thee, none knows 
better than thou. Let me ask a favour of 27 
thee, said Laban. Proof needs none that 
it is for thy sake God has made me prosper 



1 Legitimacy, in ancient times, depended on recognition by the foster-parents, and if Rachel consented 
to take the child on her knees, the ceremony would make it, for legal purposes, her child. * The fruit 

of the mandragora or mandrake was anciently thought to be a specific for promoting conception in 
women. 
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Jacob's Bargain with Laban; he grows rich 


zb so. Work for me still, and name thy own 

29 hire. None knows better than thou, an¬ 
swered Jacob, how hard I have worked for 
thee, and how these herds of thine have 

30 increased under my care. It was little 
enough thou hadst before I came to thy 
house, and now thou hast become rich; the 
Lord has blessed thee from the day when 
I came hither. Now it is time that I should 

31 think of my own household too. What shall 
I give thee? Laban asked. Give me no¬ 
thing, said he; but I will consent to feed 
and tend thy herds still on this condition. 

32 Go round all thy flocks, now, and remove 
from them every sheep that is speckled, or 
has a blotched fleece. And the hire thou 
art to pay me shall be all the lambs that are 
born, even so, grey or spotted or speckled; 

33 and so with the kids. So, later, when our 
agreement is fulfilled, my honesty shall be 
on its trial; if I keep for myself any beast 
except those which are speckled or spotted 
or grey, whether it be lamb or kid, call me 

m a thief. Thy request, said Laban, is 

)5 granted; and, that same day, he set aside 
she-goats and ewes, he-goats and rams, 
that were speckled and spotted; all those, 
too, that were of one colour, white (among 
the goats) or black (among the sheep); 1 
and these he gave in charge of his own sons. 

>6 And he put a distance of three days’ journey 
between himself and his son-in-law. 

it Jacob, then, left in charge of the rest of 
the flocks, did this. He took green branches 
of poplar, and almond, and plane, and 
partly peeled them; so that (now the bark 
had gone) the white shewed through where 
they had been stripped, whereas the parts 
he had left untouched remained green; 

18 everywhere the colour was varied. These 
branches he fitted into the troughs where 
his flocks were watered, so that when they 
came to drink, they should have these 
speckled branches before their eyes, and 
the dams would conceive in full view of 

19 them. Looking at the branches at the very 
heat of their coupling, the dams bore 
spotted and speckled and piebald young. 

0 There, then, were the two flocks di¬ 


vided, and there were Jacob’s branches set 
up before the very eyes of the rams. All 
the white (sheep) and all the black (goats) 
were to be Laban’s, the rest Jacob’s, when 
the flocks were sorted afresh. And this was 41 
his plan; at the earlier breeding-season he 
fitted the branches into the troughs, before 
the eyes of ram and ewe, so that the dams 
might be looking at them when they 
conceived; but when the later breeding 42 
happened, and the time for conceiving was 
at an end, he put the branches there no 
longer. So all the late-bred (weaklings) 
belonged to Laban, and all the (strong) 
early-bred belonged to Jacob.* Thus he 43 
became rich beyond measure; many were 
the herds, the men-servants and maid¬ 
servants, the camels and asses that were 
his . 3 

Meanwhile, Laban’s sons were 
complaining, Our father has been 
robbed of all his goods by Jacob, who has 
become rich at his expense. Jacob was 2 
aware of this; he found, too, that Laban 
looked on him more coldly than hitherto. 
But what moved him most was that the 3 
Lord had bidden him, Return to the land 
of thy fathers, to thy own kindred. So he 4 
sent word to Rachel and Lia to meet him 
on the pasture-ground where he was feed¬ 
ing his flocks, and said to them, I find that 5 
your father looks on me more coldly than 
hitherto; and all because the God of my 
father has prospered me. You know well 6 
that I have worked for your father with all 
my might, whereas he has defrauded me, 7 
altering, time and again, his bargain with 
me; it was only God’s mercy that pre¬ 
vented him doing me an injury. As it was, 8 
whenever he said, The speckled beasts 
shall be thy wages, it was to speckled 
lambs that all my ewes gave birth; when 
he changed about, and said, Thou shalt 
have all die white lambs for thy pay, all my 
flocks bore white. That is how God has 9 
taken away your father’s wealth and given 
it to me. I had a dream at the time when 10 
my ewes were mating; as I looked round, 


1 ‘White (among the goats) or black (among the sheep)’; the Latin text here has simply ‘white or 
black’, but if all the white and black, as well as the particoloured, were entrusted to Laban’s sons, there 
would have been no herd left for Jacob at all. The Hebrew text, instead of ‘white or black’, has 'the black 
among the sheep’. 2 The words ‘weaklings’ and ‘strong’ are not expressed in the Latin, but the 

Hebrew text shews that this was the author’s me anin g. Apparently it was thought that winter lambs 
were more robust than spring lambs. 3 In the Hebrew text, this whole story is confused, and difficult 

to unravel. The Latin version differs from it very considerably; and this, too, is obscure in places; the 
rendering here given is baaed on the exposition given by St Jerome himself in his notes on Genesis. 
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I could see none but speckled and spotted 
and blotched rams coupling with the ewes. 

11 And in my dream, an angel of God called 
me by name, and when I answered, I am 

1 2 here, at thy command, he said, Look about 
thee, and mark well that all the sires coup¬ 
ling with the dams are speckled, spotted, 
or blotched; that is because I have taken 
good note of all Laban’s dealings with 

13 thee. I am the God who dwells at Bethel, 
where thou didst anoint the stone, and didst 
take a vow to me. It is time for thee, now, 
to bestir thyself, to leave this country, and 

14 go back to the country of thy birth. Why, 
answered Rachel and Lia, we have no re¬ 
version left to us in all our father’s wealth 

15 and possessions. He has treated us as if we 
were no kindred of his, putting us up for 
sale, and keeping the price for himself. 

x 6 And now, it seems, God has taken away 
our father’s wealth from him, and given it 
to us and to our children. Why then, do as 
the Lord has bidden thee. 

17 Upon this, Jacob waited no longer; he 
mounted his children and wives on the 

is camels, and set out on his journey; taking 
with him all his possessions, his cattle and 
all the wealth he had gained in Meso¬ 
potamia; he would return to his father 

19 Isaac, and the land of Chanaan. Mean¬ 
while, in the absence of her father Laban, 
who had gone to shear his sheep, Rachel 

20 stole his household gods from him. Jacob 
had given his father-in-law no warning of 

21 his flight, and it was not till he and all that 
belonged to him had gone away, and 
crossed the Euphrates, and were making 

22 for the hills of Galaad, that a message came 
to Laban, three days too late, Jacob has 

23 fled. So now he took his kinsmen with him 
and gave chase; and he had been on the 
road seven days before he overtook him 

24 on the hills of Galaad. Here, in his sleep, 
he had a vision of God warning him, Have 
a care thou dost not speak to Jacob harshly. 

25 Jacob had already pitched his tent on the 
hills, and now Laban, coming up with his 
kinsmen in pursuit, encamped in these 

26 same hills of Galaad. What meanest thou, 
he asked Jacob, by thus tricking me, and 
carrying off my daughters as if they were 

27 prisoners of war? Why wouldst thou run 
away when my back was turned, instead 
of warning me of it, so that I could have 
sped thee on thy way with good cheer, with 


Jacob sets out for Home; he is overtaken 

singing, and music of timbrel and harp? 
But no, thou wouldst not even let me part 28 
from my own grandsons and daughters 
with a kiss. This was a rash act of thine, 
and see where it has brought thee. Thou 29 
art in my power, and I could repay the 
injury if I would; but the God who pro¬ 
tects thy father’s race warned me yester¬ 
day, Have a care thou dost not speak 
harshly to Jacob. Thou wert hastening to 30 
return to thy own kindred? Thou wert 
longing for thy home? Tell me then, why 
hast thou carried away my household gods 
with thee? To this Jacob answered, If I 3* 
left thee unawares, it was because I was 
afraid thou wouldst rob me of thy daugh¬ 
ters by violence. But as for thy charge of 32 
theft, whoever is found with these gods of 
thine in his possession shall pay for it with 
his life. Make search in the presence of 
thy kinsmen and mine, and take away with 
thee all thou findest here that belongs to 
thee. Of Rachel’s carrying off the images, 
Jacob knew nothing. 

So Laban went into Jacob’s tent, and 33 
Lia’s, and the tents of both the serving- 
women, but found nothing. At last he came 
to Rachel’s tent; and Rachel, who had 34 
quickly hidden the images among the har¬ 
ness of her camel, now sat down upon the 
harness. As her father looked in vain all 
through the tent, she said. Forgive me, sir, 35 
if I do not rise to greet thee; the common 
lot of women has come upon me; and so 
the anxious search came to nothing. And 36 
now Jacob broke out into angry reproaches 
against Laban. For what fault, what guilt 
of mine, hast thou so hotly pursued me, 
and made this search of all my goods? 37 
What treasure hast thou found here, of all 
the treasures in thy house? Bring it out 
here, before my brethren and thine, and 
let them judge between us. Was it for this 38 
that I spent twenty years in thy service? 

All that time, thy ewes and she-goats were 
never barren, no wether lamb of thine did 
I take for my own eating. If wild beasts 39 
preyed on them, I made good the damage, 
instead of bringing it to shew thee; I must 
needs give account to thee of all that was 
lost by theft. Burning heat by day, and 40 
biting frost at nights, till my eye-lids lost 
the power of sleep; thus it was that I spent 41 
twenty years as a servant in thy household, 
fourteen years for thy daughters, and six 
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for thy flocks; time and again thou didst 

42 alter thy bargain with me. Why, if the God 
of my father Abraham, the God before 
whom Isaac trembles, had not prospered 
me, thou wouldst have sent me away pen¬ 
niless ; as it is, God has taken account of my 
wretchedness, and the toil these hands 
have borne; that is why he gave thee, yes- 

43 terday, his warning. And Laban answered. 
These are my daughters, these boys are 
mine, as thy flocks, and all thou seest 
before thee, are mine; something I must 
do to protea my own daughters, my own 

44 grandchildren. Come, let us make a 
covenant, which shall stand on record 
between us. 

4 5 So Jacob took a stone, and set it up there 

46 as a monument; he said, too, to his kins¬ 
men, Bring stones here. And they gathered 
stones, and made them into a heap; and 
over that heap they took food together. 

47 Laban called it the Cairn of Record, and 
Jacob called it the Witness-heap, each ac¬ 
cording to the usage of his own tongue. 

4B Laban had said Let this heap bear record 
of our covenant to-day; that is how it came 

49 to be called Galaad, the Witness-heap. Let 
the Lord keep watch, he said, and see 
justice done between us, when our ways 

30 have parted. 1 If thou dost treat these 
daughters of mine amiss, and bringest 
home other wives instead of them, there will 
be no one else to bear witness of what we 
have said, but God will bear witness; ne 

31 is here to see us. He said further to Jacob, 
Look at this heap, this stone which I have 

52 set up between us; 2 these shall be wit¬ 
nesses, heap and stone shall be there to 
accuse us, if I pass by them on my way to 
thee, or thou on thy way to me, with harm- 

53 ful intent. May the God who is Abraham’s 
God and Nachor’s, the God of their com¬ 
mon father 3 see justice done between us. 
Then Jacob swore by the God his father 

j4 Isaac held in reverence, and summoned 
his kinsmen, when sacrifice had been done 
on the hill, to take food there. So they took 

15 their meal, and remained there, while La¬ 
ban rose up at daybreak, kissed his grand¬ 
sons and his two daughters, and blessed 
them, and went back to his home. 


GENESIS 

Jacob, too, set out to continue his 
journey, and as he went, God’s 
angels met him. This is God’s encamp- 2 
ment, he said when he saw them, and 
called the place Mahanaim, which means 
a Camp. 

And now he sent messengers of his own 3 
on before him, to greet his brother Esau in 
the country of Seir, which is Edom’s ter¬ 
ritory. These were his direaions, You are 4 
to tell my lord Esau this, from his brother 
Jacob: I have been living abroad, on a visit 
to Laban, and am but just returned. I have 5 
brought back oxen and asses and sheep, 
men-servants and women-servants with 
me. And now, my lord, I have sent these 
envoys to thee, to secure thy good will. 
And this was the news the messengers 6 
brought back with them, We found thy 
brother Esau; even now he comes hasten¬ 
ing to meet thee, with four hundred men. 

At this, Jacob was overcome with terror, 7 
and in his extremity he divided up his 
followers, the flocks of sheep, too, and the 
cattle, and the camels, into two companies; 

If Esau, he thought, should meet with one r 
company, and fall upon it, at least the other 
will come through safely. And now Jacob 9 
said, O God of my fathers Abraham and 
Isaac, thou, Lord, who hast bidden me 
return to my own country, the land of my 
birth, and hast offered to bless me, I, thy 10 
servant, am not worthy of all the mercies 
thou hast shewn me, the faithful ob¬ 
servance of thy promises. I had nothing 
but this staff with me, when I crossed the 
Jordan, and now I have come back with two 
companies behind me. Save me now from 11 
the power of my brother Esau; I fear 
grievously that when he comes he will 
spare neither women nor children. Hast 12 
thou not promised me thy continued 
favour, and a posterity spread wide as 
the sand by the sea, that is beyond all 
counting? 

When he had slept the night there, he 13 
chose out of all his possessions a present 
for his brother Esau, two hundred she- 14 
goats and twenty buck-goats, two hundred 
ewes and twenty rams, thirty camels in 15 
milk with their colts, forty cows and twenty 


1 ‘Let the Lord keep watch’; in rhe Hebrew text, these words are explained as the origin of another 
place-name, Maspha. 2 There may have been some confusion in the text of this passage; perhaps 

Jacob in verse 45 is a mistake for Laban, whose ‘kinsmen’ have been mentioned in verse 23. 3 This 

is the sense of the Latin; the Hebrew text is confused, and leaves it doubtful whether one God or a plurality 
of Gods is meant. 
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bulls, and twenty she-asscs with ten colts. 

16 All these he sent on, with their drivers; Go 
on in front of me, he told his men, and 
leave a space between one herd and the 

17 next. And to the first of these, his direc¬ 
tions were, If thou shouldst encounter my 
brother Esau, and he should ask, Whose 
man art thou? or Whither goest thou? or 

t 8 Whose are these beasts thou tendest? thy 
answer is to be, They belong to thy servant 
Jacob, who is sending them as a present to 
my lord Esau; and he himself follows be- 

19 hind us. Then he bade the second do the 
like, and the third, and all the drovers in 
turn; these same words you are to use, he 

20 said, when you fall in with Esau, and be 
sure to add. Thy servant Jacob follows on 
behind us. I will not see him, he thought, 
until I have disarmed his anger with the 
gifts I have sent before me; then per¬ 
haps he will be well disposed towards 
me! 1 

2r So the gifts went on in advance of him, 

22 and he waited in the camp all night. But 
before dawn he rose, and took his two 
wives, their serving-women, and his eleven 

23 sons, across the ford of Jaboc. And now 
he had set down all that was his on the 

24 further side, and he was left there alone. 
And there one appeared to him who 

25 wrestled with him until the day broke. At 
last, finding that he could not get the better 
of Jacob, he touched the sinew of his thigh, 

26 which all at once withered; then he said, 
Let me go, the dawn is up. But Jacob 
answered, I will not let thee go until thou 

27 givest me thy blessing. What is thy name? 
asked the other, and when he heard that it 

28 was Jacob, Jacob, he said, is no name for 
thee, thou shalt be called Israel, one that 
prevails with God,* If thou hast held thy 
own with God, how wilt thou prevail over 

29 men! Tell me, asked Jacob, what is thy 
own name? Why wouldst thou know my 
name? he answered, and gave him there 

30 and then, his blessing. So Jacob called the 
place Phanuel, the Face of God; I have 
seen God face to face, he said, and my life 

31 was not forfeit. As soon as he passed 
beyond Phanuel, the sun rose, and he went 

32 limping on one foot; that is why the race 
of Israel, to this day, will not eat the sinew 


of the thigh, in which Jacob’s strength 
failed him, the sinew of his thigh that 
withered when it was touched. 

And now Jacob looked in front of 
him, and there was Esau coming 
towards him, with four hundred men at 
his back. So he divided up his children 
into families, Lia’s sons and Rachel’s and 
those of the two serving-women. He put 2 
these first, with their children, and Lia 
second with hers; Rachel and Joseph came 
last of all. He himself, as he came up, 3 
prostrated himself seven times before his 
brother reached him. Seeing this, Esau 4 
ran to meet his brother, embraced him, 
clung to his neck and kissed him, in tears. 
Then, as he looked round him and saw the 5 
women with their sons, he asked, What are 
these? Are they part of thy company? And 
he was told, They are the children God has 
granted to thy servant. So the serving- 6 
women and their children came up first, 
and made their obeisance, then Lia with 7 
her children; and when they had done the 
like, Joseph and Rachel made theirs Iasi 
of all. 

And when Esau asked, What of those » 
companies I met on my way? Jacob an¬ 
swered, A gift, my lord, to secure me thy 
good will. I have abundance, said he; 9 
keep what is thine. But Jacob said, No, 10 
I entreat thee; do me the favour to accept 
this present of mine; to gain audience with 
thee is like gaining audience with God 
himself. Assure me of thy favour by re- 1 1 
ceiving the offering I have brought thee, 
God’s gift to me, who has given me all I 
have. So at last Esau consented, overcome 
by his brother’s persuasions; then he said, 12 
Let us travel on together, so that I can be 
the companion of thy journey. But Jacob 13 
answered, My lord, bethink thee that I 
have young children with me; that I have 
ewes here in lamb, and cows in calf, so that 
I may lose a whole herd if I overdrive 
them. Pass on, my lord, in advance of thy 14 
servant; I will follow slowly, at whatever 
pace suits these children of min e, and meet 
thee again, my lord, in Seir. Pray then, 15 
said Esau, take some of my followers to 
escort thee on thy journey. No need for 



1 It is not clear, either in the Hebrew or in the Latin, whether the sentence beginning ‘I will not see 
him’ is part of the message which Jacob’s servant was to deliver or not. 2 The name Israel may b« 
derived from either of two verbs, one meaning ‘to persevere’, and the other ‘to rule as a prince’. 
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their Sister's Wrong 


Simeon and Levi avenge 

that, answered Jacob; enough for me, my 
lord, that I should have thy good will. 

16 So that day, Esau went back to Seir the 

17 way he had come; Jacob went as far as 
Socoth, and there built himself a house, 
with sheds for his cattle; that is why he 
called the place Socoth, which means 

1 s Sheds. He passed on from there to Salem, 

a city belonging to Sichem, 1 thus returning 
to Chanaan after his journey to Meso- 

10 potamia of the Syrians. Here he dwelt near 
the town; he bought the piece of ground 
where he encamped from the men of He- 
mor’s clan, that was father to Sichem, at 

20 the price of a hundred lambs. And here he 
built an altar, and dedicated it to the 
almighty God, the God of Israel. 

A time came when Dina, Lia’s 
daughter, went out to visit some 
of the women who dwelt in that country. 

2 And one of the chieftains, Sichem, son of 
Hemor the Hevite, cast longing eyes at 
her; then seized her and mated with her, 

3 violating her virginity. And indeed his 
heart was set on her, so he comforted her 

4 sorrow, and went to his father Hemor, 
asking him to demand the girl's hand in 

5 marriage. When Jacob was told of it, his 
sons were away, engaged in feeding their 
cattle; so he kept silence, awaiting their 

6 return. But even as Hemor, Sichem’s 
father, was on his way to confer with Jacob, 

7 Jacob’s sons came back from the plains and 
heard what had befallen. They fell into a 
great rage; Sichem had dishonoured the 
whole race of Israel, and done great wrong, 
by violating their father’s daughter. 

s And now Hemor began to plead with 
them, My son Sichem has set his heart on 
this maid of yours; grant him her hand in 

9 marriage. It is well that we should inter¬ 
marry, that you should give us your 

10 daughters, and wed ours, and settle down 
amongst us. Our country is yours; you 
may till and trade and have your dwelling 

11 here. Sichem, too, said to her father and 
her brethren, Grant my request, and I will 

12 pay whatever price you name. Increase 
the sum of the dowry, ask for presents in 
addition, you shall have what you will so 

13 you will let me make the girl my wife. But 
the sons of Jacob, enraged at their sister’s 
disgrace, made a treacherous answer to 


Sichem and his father: We cannot grant 14 
your request, if it means bestowing our 
sister's hand on a husband who is not cir¬ 
cumcised ; that is a forbidden thing, abomi¬ 
nable to us. But we can enter into a treaty 15 
with you, if you will consent to be like 
ourselves, and have every male among you 
circumcised; then we will give our daugh- 16 
ters to you in marriage, and accept yours, 
we will share your country, and form one 
people with you. If you refuse to be cir- 17 
cumcised, we must take the girl with us 
and be gone. This offer of theirs com- 18 
mended itself to Hemor and his son Si¬ 
chem; nor did the young man lose any 19 
time in having their request fulfilled, such 
was his love for the girl, and such was the 
influence he had with all his father’s kin¬ 
dred. They both went to the city gate, and 20 
there made it known to the people: These 21 
are peaceable folk, ready to share our 
country with us; let us allow them to trade 
here and to till the land, wide and open as 
it is, and in need of farming; let us marry 
their daughters, and give them ours in ex¬ 
change. There is but one thing that stands 22 
in the way of this happy agreement. We 
must adopt the custom of their race, and 
have all the males among us circumcised. 
Then their wealth and these cattle of theirs 23 
and all they have will be ours too; we have 
only to humour them in this, to make them 
form one people with us. To this everyone 24 
agreed, and all their men folk were cir¬ 
cumcised. 

The third day came, which is the day on 25 
which the pain of the wound is most felt. 
Then, two of Jacob’s sons, who were bro¬ 
thers to Dina, Simeon and Levi, took up 
their swords, and made their way boldly 
into the city, where they killed all the men 
folk; making an end of Hemor and Sichem 26 
with the rest, and carrying off their sister 
Dina from Sichem’s house. When they 27 
had left the city, the rest of Jacob’s sons 
broke in, to find the men already slain; so 
they plundered the city to avenge the 
wrong done; making spoil of their sheep 28 
and oxen and asses and all they found in 
houses or in fields, and seizing their chil- 29 
dren and their wives as captives. Reck¬ 
lessly the deed was done; in vain did Jacob 30 
protest to Simeon and Levi, You have 
much injured me, to Chanaanite and 


In the Hebrew text, this may also be rendered, ‘to the dry of Sichem in peace’. 
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Pherezite all around making my name 

3i abominable; see how few we are! If they 
make common cause against me, I and 
mine will perish. What, they answered, 
should we allow him to treat our sister 
like a harlot? 

In the meanwhile, too, God had 
said to Jacob, Bestir thyself, go 
up to Bethel, and make thy dwelling there; 
there build an altar to the God who re¬ 
vealed himself to thee when thou wast in 

2 flight from thy brother Esau. Whereupon 
Jacob summoned all his household; Cast 
away, he told them, whatever images of 
alien gods you have among you, purify 

3 yourselves, and put on fresh garments. We 
must leave this, and go up to Bethel; there 
we must build an altar to the God who 
listened to me in time of trouble, and 

4 escorted me on my journey. So they gave 
him all the images of alien gods that were 
in their possession, the rings, too, which 
they wore on their ears, and he buried 
them under the mastic-tree, close to the 

5 town of Sichem. Thus they set out on their 
journey, and God inspired terror into the 
hearts of all who dwelt around them, so 
that they durst not pursue them as they 
went. 

6 Jacob, then, with all his clan, made their 
way to Luza, which is now called Bethel, 

7 and built an altar there. It was he who 
called the place Bethel, the house cf God, 
because it was there God appeared to him 

a when he was in flight from his brother. It 
was at this time that Debora, Rebecca’s 
nurse, died; she was buried under an oak, 
by the spur of the hills where Bethel is, and 
the place came to be called, The Oak of 

9 Mourning. Once again God revealed him¬ 
self to Jacob, after his return from Meso¬ 
potamia of the Syrians, blessing him, and 

10 assuring him, Thou shalt not be called 
Jacob any longer; Israel is to be thy name. 

11 So, calling to him by this name of Israel, 
he said to him , I am God all-powerful, and 
I bid thee increase and multiply; peoples 
shall descend from thee, whole famili es of 
nations, and kings shall be born of thy 

12 stock; and that land, which I gave to 
Abraham and Isaac, I will give to thee and 

13 to thy posterity after thee. Then God went 


Death of Rachel at Bethlehem-Ephrata 

away out of his sight; and he built a monu- 14 
ment of stone at the place where God had 
spoken to him, offering libations there and 
pouring oil upon it. Bethel was the name 15 
he gave to the place, and when he left it, in 16 
the spring, he journeyed into the country 
that Lies towards Ephrata. 1 Here Rachel 17 
was in travail, and the difficult labour she 
had was endangering her life; but the 
midwife said to her. Do not be afraid; this 
time, too, thou wilt give birth to a son. But 18 
her life was ebbing away in her pangs; she 
saw that she was close to death, and called 
her son Benoni, the child of my distress. 
His father’s name for him was Benjamin, 
the child of his right hand. So Rachel died, 19 
and was buried on the way that leads to 
Ephrata (the same as Bethlehem). Over 20 
her tomb, Jacob raised a monument; it is 
called, to this day, the Pillar of Rachel’s 
Tomb. And he went on from there, and 21 
pitched his tent on the further side of the 
Sheep-tower. 

It was while he was living there that 22 
Ruben betook himself to his own father’s 
concubine, the one who was called Bala, 
and slept with her; nor did he contrive to 
keep Jacob in ignorance of it. Jacob had 
twelve sons altogether: by Lia, this first- 23 
born son, Ruben, as well as Simeon, Levi, 
Juda, Issachar, and Zabulon; by Rachel, 24 
Joseph and Benjamin; by Bala, Rachel’s 25 
serving-woman, Dan and Nephthali; by 26 
Zelpha, Lia’s serving-woman. Gad and 
Aser. These were Jacob’s sons, and Meso¬ 
potamia of the Syrians was their birth¬ 
place. 

He went, too, to visit his father Isaac at 27 
Mambre, the city of Arbee, also called 
Hebron; here, as strangers, Abraham and 
Isaac had dwelt. And now Isaac finished 28 
his life, of a hundred and eighty years; he 29 
died at last, worn out with age, his tale of 
years complete. He too became a part of 
his people; and his two sons, Esau and 
Jacob, gave him burial. 

Here is a list of the descendants 
of Esau (or Edom). Esau’s Cha- 2 
naanite wives were Ada, daughter of Elon 
the Hethite, Oolibama, who was daughter 
of Ana and grand-daughter of Sebeon the 
Hevite, and Basemath, who was daughter 3 




1 * In the spring he journeyed’; the Hebrew text here has a different meaning, * It was still some way for 
him to travel \ 
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4 of Ismael and sister of Nabaioth. Ada be- chieftains, but Horrite by race and de- 
came the mother of Eliphaz, Basemath of scended from Seir. Lotan had a sister 22 

5 Rahuel, and Oolibama of Jehus, Ihelon called Thamna, and the names of his two 

and Core; all of these were bom while their sons were Hori and Hem an. The names of 23 
father still lived in the land of Chanaan. SobaPs sons were Alvan, Manahat, Ebal, 

6 Afterwards Esau removed to another re- Sepho, and Onam. Sebeon had two sons, 24 

gion, with wives and sons and daughters Aia and Ana. It was this Ana who was 

and all his household, with his wealth and feeding his father’s asses, when he came 
his cattle and all that Chanaan had given upon hot springs, out in the desen. He 25 

him. He must needs pan from his brother had a son called Dison, and a daughter, 

Jacob, now that they had become too rich Oolibama. Dison’s sons were called Ham- 26 

7 to live side by side; the country in which dan, Eseban, Jethram, and Charan; Eser’s 27 
they lived as strangers hitheno could no were called Balaan, Zavan, and Acan; 

s longer give feed for all their cattle. So Disan’s were called Hus and Aram. Thus 28 

Esau (or Edom) dwelt thenceforward in the Horrites had for their chieftains Lotan, 

the hill country of Seir. Sobal, Sebeon, and Ana, Dison, Eser, and 

9 Thus Esau is the father of those Disan. These were the Horrite chieftains 30 

Edomites who live in the hill country of who bore rule in the land of Seir. 

10 Seir, and this was the line that came from There were kings ruling in the Edomite 31 
him through those two sons of his, Eliphaz country before the Israelites had kings of 
who was his son by his wife Ada,and Rahuel, their own; these are their names; Bela the 32 

ti his son by his wife Basemath. The sons of son of Beor reigned in Denaba, and after 33 
Eliphaz were called Theman, Omar, Se- his death Jobab son of Zara, from Bosra, 

12 pho, Gatham, and Cenez. He also had a who was succeeded by Husam from the 34 
concubine called Thamna, by whom he Themanite country; his successor was 35 
became the father, and Esau the grand- Adad, son of Badad, who defeated Madian 
father, of Amalec. All these were de- in the territory of Moab; he ruled at Avith. 

13 scended from Esau’s wife Ada. And Ra- Adad was succeeded by Semla from Mas- 36 
huel’s sons were called Nahath, Zara, reca, and Semla by Saul from the river 37 
Samma, and Meza; these were descended Rohoboth, and Saul by Balanan, son of 38 

14 from Esau’s wife Basemath. Esau’s other Achobor, and Balanan by Adar, who ruled 39 
three sons, Jehus, Ihelon and Core, were at Phau; his wife’s name was Meetabel, 
borne to him by his wife Oolibama, daughter of Matred, who was daughter 
daughter of Ana and grand-daughter of of Mezaab. 

Sebeon. And these chieftains of Esau’s race have 40 

15 These, then, were the Edomite chief- clans and territories called after the names; 
tains: of the family of Eliphaz, Esau’s Thamna, Alva, Jetheth, Oolibama, Ela, 41 
first-born, Theman, Omar, Sepho, Cenez, Phinon, Cenez, Theman, t labsar, Mag- 43 

16 Core, Gatham, Amalec, all Edomite chief- diel, and Hiram. Such were the chieftains 
tains descended from Eliphaz, and so of Edom, each bearing rule over the terri- 

17 through Ada. Of the family of Esau’s son tory about him; and the father of the 
Rahuel, the chieftains called Nahath, Zara, Edomite race was Esau. 

Samma and Meza, all Edomite chieft ains 

descended from Rahuel, and so through ^ Jacob, meanwhile, had settled in 

18 Esau’s wife Basemath. And three chief- J l the land of Chanaan, where his 
tains, Jehus, Ihelon and Core, were sons father lived a wanderer’s life before him; 
of Esau’s wife Oolibama, who was daugh- and this is the record of Jacob’s line. By 2 

19 ter of Ana. So the descendants of Esau now, Joseph was sixteen years old, 1 and 

(or Edom) are named, after the chieftains helped his brethren to feed the flocks, 
who ruled them. young though he was. He worked with the 

20 There were other chieftains native to the sons of his father’s wives, Bala and Zelpha; 
land, descended from Seir, the Horrite. and against these brothers of his he told 
Their names were Lotan, Sobal, Sebeon, his father ill tales. Among his children, a 

21 Ana, Dison, Eser, and Disan; all Edomite Jacob loved Joseph best, as old men love 

1 Seventeen, according to the Hebrew text. 


33 



Joseph sold by his Brothers; he comes to Egypt 


GENESIS 

the sons old age has brought them; and he 
dressed him in a coat that was all em- 

4 broidery. Whereupon his brethren, who 
saw that he was his father’s favourite, bore 
him a grudge, and never had a good word 

5 for him. They hated him the more, when 
he recounted to them a dream of his; 

6 Listen, he said, to this dream I have had. 

7 I dreamt that we were all binding sheaves 
in a field, and my sheaf 9eemed to lift itself 
up and stand erect, while all your 9 heaves 
stood about it and did reverence to mine. 

8 What, said his brethren, art thou to be our 
king? Are we to be thy subjects? So this 
talk about his dream fed the fires of their 

9 envious anger. Then he had another dream 
which he disclosed to his brethren; In this 
dream of mine, he said, it seemed to me 
that the sun and the moon and eleven stars 

10 did reverence to me. When he reported 
this to his father and his brethren, his 
father said, in reproof. What means this 
dream of thine? Must I and thy mother 
and thy brethren bow down to earth before 

n thee? So his brethren eyed him with 
jealousy, while his father pondered over 
the story in silence. 

11 One day, when his brethren were away 
at Sichem, feeding their father’s flocks, 

13 Israel said to him, Thy brethren are pas¬ 
turing the sheep at Sichem; I have an 
errand for thee there. And when Joseph 

14 answered, I am here, at thy command, he 
said to him, Go and see whether all is well 
with thy brethren, and with the flock, then 
come back and tell me their news. So he 
set out from Hebron valley and reached 

15 Sichem, where a stranger found him wan¬ 
dering on the open plain, and asked what 

16 was his errand. I am looking for my bre¬ 
thren, he said; Canst thou tell me where 

17 they are feeding their flocks? They have 
left this part, the man answered; I heard 
them say, Let us go to Dothain. So Joseph 
went on in search of his brethren, and it 

18 was at Dothain he found them. Before he 
came up to them, they caught sight of him 
in the distance, and began plotting against 

19 his life. They said to one another, Here 

20 comes the dreamer; how if we kill him, and 
throw his body into a dry well? We can 
pretend he has fallen a prey to some wild 


beast. Now we shall see what good these 
dreams of his can do him! Upon this, 21 
Ruben began scheming to save Joseph 
from their violence; No, he said, do not 22 
take his life, there must be no bloodshed. 
Throw him down into this well here, far 
from all help, and so keep clear of any mur¬ 
derous act. His meaning was to rescue 
Joseph out of their hands, and restore him 
safe to his father. As soon, then, as Joseph 23 
reached his brethren, they stripped him of 
his long, embroidered coat, and threw him 24 
into a disused well, which had no water 
left in it. 

And now, as they sat down to take their 25 
meal, they saw a company of Ismaelites 
mounted on camels, who were on their way 
from Galaad to Egypt, with a load of 
spices, balm, and myrrh. Whereupon Juda 26 
said to his brethren, What shall we gain by 
killing our brother, and concealing his 
murder? Far better sell him to these Is- 27 
maelites, and keep our hands clean of 
crime; remember that he is our brother, 
our own flesh and blood. His brethren fell 
in with the plan; so, when the merchants 28 
from Madian passed by, 1 they dragged 
Joseph up out of the well, and sold him for 
twenty pieces of silver to these Ismaelite9, 
who carried him off with them to Egypt. 

In vain did Ruben go back to the well, 29 
there was no sign of Joseph there. For 30 
grief he tore his garments, then he went 
back to his brethren, crying, The boy is not 
to be seen; what is left for me? Where can 
I betake myself now? 

Meanwhile, they killed a goat, and 31 
dipped Joseph’s coat in its blood; then 
they sent a message to their father. We 32 
have found this coat; satisfy thyself, 
whether it is thy son’s or not. And their 33 
father recognized it, It is my son’s coat, 
he said; past doubt, some wild thing has 
devoured him, my son Joseph, the prey of 
a wild beast! And he tore his garments, 34 
and put on sackcloth; and long he mourned 
for his son. Vainly did all his children con- 35 
spire to solace their father’s grief; he would 
admit no consolation. I will go down 
mourning, he said, to keep my son com¬ 
pany in the grave; and would not dry his 
tears. Meanwhile, the Madianites had 36 


1 The merchants are here called both Ismaelites and Madianites, although Madian was descended not 
from Agar, but from Cetura (25.2); it is probable that the latter word is used only in a geographical sense, 
to denote the country (south-east of Palestine) where the descen dan ts of Ismael lived. 
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Juda and Thamar; Birth of Phares and 

sold Joseph in Egypt, to Putiphar, one of 
Pharao’s courtiers, and captain of his 
guard. 

A time came when Juda left his 
brethren up in the hill country, 
and went to lodge with a man called Hiras, 

2 at Odollam. Here he cast his eyes on the 
daughter of one Sue, a Chanaanite, and 

3 wedded and bedded her. She conceived, 
and bore a son, whom she named Her; 

4 then conceived again, and called her 
second son Onan; then bore a third, whom 

s she called Sela, and after that had no more 
6 children. Juda found for his eldest son, 

? Her, a wife whose name was Thamar; but 
this first-born son of his was a sinner, and 
God saw it and cut him off in his prime, 
s Whereupon Juda bade his son Onan mate 
with the widow, and do a husband's duty 
by her, so as to beget children in his 
9 brother’s name; but Onan, who knew that 
they would not be reckoned as his, frus¬ 
trated the act of marriage when he mated 
with her, sooner than breed sons in his 

io brother’s name. Him, too, for this abomi¬ 
nable deed of his, the Lord punished with 

u death. And now Juda said to Thamar, his 
daughter-in-law. Go back to thy father’s 
house, and there support thy widowed 
state until my son Sela has grown up. The 
truth was, he was afraid the same doom 
might overtake Sela. Thamar, then, went 
back to live at her father’s house. 

12 Time passed, and Sue’s daughter, the 
wife of Juda, died. And when his grief for 
her was assuaged, he went with his friend 
Hiras of Odollam, who was a shepherd, to 
see the men who were shearing his flock at 

13 Thamnas. 1 When she heard that her 
father-in-law was going up to Thamnas 

14 for the sheep-shearing, Thamar laid aside 
her widow’s weeds, put a veil on, and dis¬ 
guised herself; then she went and sat at 
the cross roads on the way to Th amn as. 
She knew well that Sela had grown up, and 

15 still no husband was given her. Juda saw 
her without recognizing her as his daugh¬ 
ter-in-law (for she kept her face veiled), 

16 and took her for a harlot; so he accosted 
her, and asked for her favours. What wilt 
thou give me, she asked, as the price of 

17 enjoying them? I will send thee a goat, he 


Zara 

answered, from my herd. And when she 
told him he might have his will, on condi¬ 
tion that he gave her a pledge, to hold until 
he kept his promise. What wilt thou have, ib 
asked Juda, for a pledge? Thy ring, she 
answered, and thy bracelet, and the staff 
thou earnest. At this single mating she 
conceived; and now she rose up and was 19 
gone, took off her disguise, and was back 
in her widow’s weeds again. 

Then Juda bade his shepherd at Odol- 20 
lam take the woman a goat, so as to recover 
the pledge he had given her. But the shep¬ 
herd could not find her; and when he asked 2 1 
the townsfolk, What has become of the 
harlot that used to sit at the cross-roads? 
they said. There was never a harlot there. 

So he went back to Juda, and told him, 22 
I could not find her; and what is more, the 
townsfolk would have it there was never 
harlot sitting there at all. Let her keep 23 
what she has, said Juda; she cannot call us 
dishonest, now that I have sent the kid as 
I promised, and she was not to be found. 

So three months passed; and then word 24 
came to Juda, Thamar, thy daughter-in- 
law, has proved a light woman; she is big 
with child for all to see. Whereupon Juda 
said. Bring her here, then; she must be 25 
burned alive. But she, on the way to her 
place of punishment, sent a message to her 
father-in-law to say, These belong to the 
man who got me with child; satisfy thy¬ 
self, whose are this ring, this bracelet, 
and this staff. And Juda, recognizing his 26 
own gifts, said, She is in the right, not I; 
why did I not give her my son Sela in mar¬ 
riage? Yet would he never mate with her 
again. 

When she was near her time, it proved 27 
she had twins in her womb. And at the 
very moment of her delivery, one of the 
children put his hand out; so the midwife 
tied a red cord round it, thinking to herself, 
This one is the first-bom. But he drew his 28 
hand in again, and the other was born first. 
Whereupon the woman said, Wouldst 29 
thou break thy way out? And so he was 
called Phares, which means, A breach in 
the wall. And when his brother was 30 
brought to birth after him, with the red 
cord round his hand, he was called Zara, 
the Dawn. 



r verse 20, the Latin version represents Hiras as Juda’s shepherd, the Hebrew text, as his 

mend. The two words are much alike in the Hebrew language. 
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Meanwhile, Joseph had been 
taken away into Egypt, where his 
Ismaelite owners sold him to an Egyptian 
called Putiphar, one of Pharao’s courtiers, 

2 and captain of his guard. The Lord was 
with him , so that he prospered in all he 
undertook; and he was given a lodging in 

3 the house of his master, who saw clearly 
enough how God was with him, giving him 

4 success in all he turned his hand to. Thus 
Joseph became his master’s favourite ser¬ 
vant, and had the management of all his 
affairs, and of all the property that was 

5 entrusted to him. For Joseph’s sake, the 
Lord blessed the household of this Egyp¬ 
tian, and gave him large revenues of stock 

6 and store; he ate what was put before him, 
and could not tell how he came by it. 

7 Joseph had beauty of form and face, and 
after a while his mistress cast longing eyes 

8 at him, and bade him share her bed. But 
he would have nothing to do with such 
wickedness; My master, he said, entrusts 
everything to my care, and keeps no count 

9 of his belongings; there is nothing of his 
but I, by his appointment, have the keep¬ 
ing of it, save thee only, his wedded wife. 
How canst thou ask me to wrong him so 

io grievously, and offend my God? Such was 
the talk between them day after day, she 
ever more importunate, and he still re- 

ir sisting her shameful desire. A day came 
at last when Joseph must needs be within 
doors, busy with some task when no one 

12 else was by; and she caught him by the 
hem of his garment, inviting him to her 
bed. Whereupon he went out, leaving his 
cloak still in her hand. 

13 And now, finding herself alone with his 

14 garment in her hands, and all her advances 
spumed, she summoned the men of the 
household; Look, she said, what comes of 
bringing in a Hebrew to insult us! Joseph 
came in, and would have dishonoured me, 

15 but I cried out, and at the sound of my 
voice he ran out, leaving his cloak in my 

16 grasp. She kept the cloak in support of her 
story, and shewed it to her husband when 

17 he came back home; This Hebrew slave, 
she told him, whom thou hast brought into 
the house to insult me, offered me violence; 

18 and it was only upon hearing me cry for 
help that he ran out, leaving me with this 

19 cloak in my hand. Upon this Joseph’s 
master, too easily convinced by what his 


Putiphar's Wife; Joseph is imprisoned 

wife told him, broke into a rage, and com- 20 
mined him to the prison in which the 
king’s prisoners were kept. There lay Jo¬ 
seph, then, a captive, but the Lord was 21 
still with hun, and by the Lord’s mercy he 
became a favourite with the chief gaoler, 22 
who put all the prisoners detained there in 
his charge, and would have nothing done 
save at his discretion. Thus the chief 23 
gaoler, in his turn, knew nothing of what 
went forward, but left all to Joseph, well 
knowing that the Lord was with him, and 
prospered all he did. 

Soon after this, it chanced that 
two of the king of Egypt’s cour¬ 
tiers, his cup-bearer and his pastry-cook, 
fell into disgrace with their master. The 2 
one was chief of all his cup-bearers, the 
other of all his pastrycooks, and Pharao, 
angry with both of them, handed them 3 
over to the captain of the guard, to share 
Joseph’s prison. So the gaoler put them 4 
in Joseph’s charge, and he saw to their 
needs. They had not been long in captivity 
when, on a single night, either of them had 5 
a dream, portending what it portended to 
each. Joseph, when he visited them next 6 
morning, found both of them downcast, 
and enquired why they looked sadder than 7 
their wont. We have been dreaming, they a 
said, and we can find no interpreter. Why, 9 
said Joseph, it is God who interprets our 
dreams for us; tell me what it was you saw. 

The chief cup-bearer related his dream 10 
first; I saw in front of me, he said, a vine, 
which had three shoots. First they budded, 
and then, when they had flowered, grapes 
grew upon them. I had Pharao’s cup in my n 
hand; so I took the grapes and pressed 
them out into the cup I held, and gave 
Pharao the draught. This, answered Jo- 12 
seph, is what thy dream meant; the three 
shoots stand for three days which have yet 
to pass, after which Pharao will bethink 13 
himself that he has need of thee, and will 
restore thee to thy old office; then thou 
wilt hand the cup to him by right of thy 
office as thou ever didst. Pray do not for- 14 
get me, in that day of thy prosperity; as 
thou lovest me, win from Pharao my re¬ 
lease from this prison of ours. It was 15 
treachery brought me here, when I left the 
land of the Hebrews, and now I am in this 
dungeon for no fault of min e. 
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Pharao's Dreams , and their Interpretation 

16 Hereupon the chief cook, finding that 
Joseph could interpret the first dream so 
well, reminded them that he had dreamt 
too; I was carrying three baskets of loaves 

17 on my head, said he, and the top basket 
contained pastry of every kind; but the 

1 b birds came and ate it. Thy dream, an¬ 

swered Joseph, means this; the three bas¬ 
kets stand for three days which have yet to 

19 pass, after which Pharao will take away thy 
life, 1 and so hang thee on a gibbet, for the 
birds to come and prey on thy flesh. 

20 The third day after was Pharao’s birth¬ 
day, and he made a great feast for his 
servants. And as he sat feasting, he re¬ 
membered the chief cup-bearer and the 

21 chief pastrycook. The one he restored to 
his office of putting the cup in his hand; 

22 the other he hung on a gallows, to prove 
the truth of the prophecy that had been 

23 made. But the chief cup-bearer, in his new 
good fortune, thought no more of the man 
who had interpreted his dream. 

Then, two years afterwards, Pha¬ 
rao himself had a dream. He 
thought that he was standing by the Nile, 

2 and out of its channel there came up seven 
heifers, sleek and well fattened, which 
began feeding on the river bank, among 

3 the reeds. Then seven others cam e up, also 
out of the river, ill-favoured and ill- 
nourished; and these too stood grazing 

4 where it was green, close to the river. And 
it seemed as if they ate up those other 
seven, that were so fine and well fed. With 

5 that Pharao awoke, and when he slept 
again, it was to dream a second dream. 
This time, there were seven ears of corn 
growing from a single stalk, all plump and 

6 fair, and another seven ears, all shrunken 

7 and blighted, came up in their turn, to eat 
up the fair promise of the other seven. 

s Pharao, then, awoke from his dream, and 
as soon as it was daylight, he sent in great 
confusion of mind for all the diviners and 
all the wise men of Egypt. When they an¬ 
swered his summons, he told them of his 
dream, without finding anyone who could 
interpret it. 

9 And now, at last, the chief cup-bearer 
remembered; I am much to blame, he said. 

io When thou, my lord, wast vexed with thy 
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servants, thou didst commit me and thy 
chief cook to prison, with the captain of thy 
guard in charge of us; and there, on a single i: 
night, either of us had a dream which fore¬ 
told what was to become of us. One of our 12 
fellow-prisoners, a Hebrew slave, belong¬ 
ing to this same captain, heard what our 
dreams were, and gave us an account of 13 
them which the event proved right, when 
I was restored to my office, and that other 
was hung on a gibbet. With that, the king m 
sent to have Joseph released from prison 
and brought before him, with his beard 
shaved and new clothes to wear. I have 15 
had certain dreams, he said, and no one 
can tell me the meaning of them; I have 
heard of thee as one who can interpret such 
things with sovereign skill. No skill of mine 16 
is needed, said Joseph; the Lord will give 
Pharao his answer, and a favourable one. 

So Pharao described what he had seen; n 
I thought I was standing on the river bank, 
and seven heifers came up out of the 18 
stream, sleek and well fed, that grazed on 
the rushes, there in the marsh-land. Then, 19 
on a sudden, seven other heifers followed 
them, so pinched and starved that in all 
this land of Egypt I never saw the like. 
These ate up the first seven, wholly con- 20 
suming them, and yet they shewed no sign 21 
of having had their fill; they languished 
there, as gaunt and wretched as ever. Then 
I woke up, but was soon plunged in sleep 
again; and this time I dreamed that seven 22 
ears of corn, plump and fair, were growing 
from a single stalk, until seven others, all 23 
shrunken and blighted, sprang up out of 
the stubble near by and devoured all the 24 
fair promise of the first seven. This is the 
dream I have told to these diviners of 
mine, and none of them can tell me what 
it means. 

My lord, answered Joseph, the two 25 
dreams are all one, God is warning my lord 
Pharao of what he intends to do. The seven 26 
sleek cattle, the seven plump ears, have the 
same sense in the two dreams; they stand 
for seven years of plenty. Whereas the 27 
seven gaunt, starved cattle which came up 
after them, and the seven shrunken, 
blighted ears of com, prophesy seven years 
of famine. And they will come about 28 
in this order; first, there will be seven 29 


, 1 Literally ‘remove thy head’; the same expression in the Hebrew can also give the sense ‘lift up thy 
head , i.e. restore thee to thy old position’, as in verse 13 above. 
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harvests of great abundance all over this 

30 land of Egypt, and they will be followed by 
seven years of such drought as will efface 
the memoiy of the good times that went 
before them. Famine will ravage the whole 

31 country, till the evil effect of the drought 
does away with all the good effect of those 

32 abundant harvests. That thou shouldst 
have dreamed twice to the same purpose, 
is proof that God’s decree stands firm; 
what he foretells will come about, and 

33 there will be no delay in its fulfilment. It 
is for thee, my lord king, to find some man 
that has the wisdom and the skill for it, and 
put the whole of Egypt under his charge. 

34 He must appoint a commissioner for each 
region, to collect a fifth of the harvest 
during the seven years of plenry which are 

35 now upon us, and store it up in barns. All 
this reserve of corn must be held at the 
royal disposition, and kept in the various 

36 cities, to make provision for the seven 
years’ famine by which Egypt will be over¬ 
taken ; if not, the whole land will perish for 
want of it. 

37 The plan commended itself to Pharao 

38 and to all his courtiers. And now he asked 
them, Where are we to find another man 
such as this, so full of God’s inspiration? 

39 Then he turned to Joseph, and said. Every 
word thou hast spoken comes to thee re¬ 
vealed by God, and shall I look for some 
other whose wisdom can match thine? 

40 Thou shalt have charge of my household 
and all my people shall obey thy word of 
command; thou shalt share all I have, ex- 

41 cept this royal throne. Hereby, Pharao 
said to Joseph, I put the whole land of 

42 Egypt under thy care. And with that, he 
took off the signet-ring from his own hand, 
and put it on Joseph’s hand instead; gave 
him robes, too, of lawn, and hung a gold 

43 chain about his neck; then bade him 
mount on a chariot that was next in honour 
to his own, and would have a herald pro¬ 
claim that all must do him reverence, and 
acknowledge him as ruler of the whole land 

44 of Egypt. And he gave Joseph this as¬ 
surance, On the word of Pharao, no one in 
all Egypt shall be free to move hand or foot 

45 without thy permission. He gave him a 
new name, calling him in Egyptian Saviour 
of the World; and bestowed on him the 
hand of Aseneth, daughter of Putiphare, 
that was priest at Heliopolis. 


Advancement of Joseph in Pharao 1 s Court 

So Joseph set out on his mission to the 46 
land of Egypt, having thus won the favour 
of king Pharao when he was only thirty 
years old; and there was no part of Egypt 
he did not visit. Seven years of abundance 47 
came, and the corn was bound in sheaves 
and taken away to all the storehouses that 48 
could be found in Egypt; all that could be 
spared of the crops was thus stored away 
in the various cities. And indeed the yield 49 
of wheat was so rich that it might have 
been sand by the sea-shore; there was no 
measuring the amount of it. In these years 50 
before the famine came, Joseph’s wife 
Aseneth, daughter of Putiphare that was 
priest at Heliopolis, bore him two sons. 

He called his first-born Manasses, Ob- 51 
livion; God has bidden me forget all my 
troubles, said he, forget my home. The 52 
second he called Ephraim, as if he would 
say of God, Hiphrani, he has made me 
fruitful, in this land where I was once so 
poor. 

So the first seven years passed, years of 53 
plenty for Egypt; and now, as Joseph had 54 
prophesied, seven years of scarcity began; 
famine reigned all over the world, but 
everywhere in Egypt there was bread to 
be had. When food grew scarce, there was 55 
ever a cry made to Pharao for bread, and 
still he would answer, Betake yourselves 
to Joseph, do what he bids you. And 56 
Joseph, as the famine grew daily worse 
everywhere, opened the storehouses and 
made the Egyptians, too, buy their com, 
for they were as hungry as the rest. Soon 57 
the whole world was coming to Egypt and 
buying food to relieve its want. 

The news that there was com to 
be bought in Egypt reached Jacob 
among the rest; and he said to his sons, 
What means this lethargy? They tell me 2 
there is com for sale in Egypt; why do you 
not go down there, and buy enough for us 
to live on, instead of waiting till we starve? 

So ten of Joseph’s brethren went down 3 
into Egypt to buy com there; only Ben- 4 
jamin his father kept at home, saying to the 
others, Some harm might befall him on 
the way. So they made their way into 5 
Egypt with others who were going there 
to buy; the whole of Chanaan was by now 
famin e-stricken. 

Egypt was under the control of Joseph: 6 
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Jacob sends his Sons to buy Com in Egypt 

it was at his discretion that com was sold 
to foreign nations. And when his brethren 

7 came and did him reverence, he recog¬ 
nized them; but he treated them as 
strangers, and talked roughly to them. 
Whence come you? he asked. From the 
land of Chanaan, they said, to buy food. 

8 Well as he knew them, his brethren did 

9 not know him again, and his mind went 
back to the dreams he had had, long ago. 
You are spies, he told them; you have 
come to find out where our country’s de- 

io fences are weak. No, my lord, they said, 
we are thy servants, come here to buy food, 

n sons of one father, all of us, sent on an 
errand of peace; thy servants know nothing 

12 of any evil intent. I know better, he an¬ 
swered; you have come to spy out where 

13 our country is ill defended. We are all 
brethren, they said; our father, in the land 
of Chanaan, is the father of twelve sons; 
the youngest is still with him, and one of 

u us no longer lives. I was sure of it, said he; 

15 you are spies, all of you. I will put you to 
the test; your youngest brother must come 
here, or, by the life of Pharao, none of you 

16 shall leave this land. One of you must 
go and fetch him, the rest shall be my 
prisoners, until you give me proof whether 
your story is true or not. If you refuse this, 
as sure as Pharao lives, you are spies. 

I? So he committed them to prison, and 

is kept them there for three days. When the 
third day came, they were released, and now 
he said to them, Do what I bade you, and 
I will spare your lives; I am a man that 

19 fears God. To prove whether your errand 
is peaceful, one of you must be kept here 
in prison; the rest shall go home, taking 
with them the com they have bought. 

20 Then you must bring your youngest bro¬ 
ther here into my presence; when you 
have done that, I shall know that your story 

21 is true, and your lives shall be spared. And 
they bowed to his will, saying to one 
another, It is no more than we deserve, we, 
who so wronged our brother, and looked 
on without pity when he pleaded, in an¬ 
guish, for his life. That is what has brought 

22 all this trouble upon us. And Ruben said 
to the rest, I pleaded with you not to do the 
boy such wrong, and you would not listen 
to me; we are being punished, now, for his 

23 murder. All this Joseph understood, al¬ 
though they did not suspect it (he always 


spoke to them through an interpreter); so 24 
that he withdrew from them for a little, 
and gave himself up to tears. Then he went 
back and spoke to them, taking Simeon, 
and fastening chains upon him, there in 
their presence. Meanwhile, he had bidden 25 
his servants fill their sacks with corn, en¬ 
closing in each sack the money its owner 
had paid, and providing them with victuals 
for their journey as well. All this was done, 
and now they loaded their asses with the 26 
com, and were on their homeward journey, 
when one of them opened his sack, to feed 27 
his beast at a halting-place. And there, in 
the mouth of the 9 ack, he found his money. 
Look, he said to his brethren, my money 28 
has been restored to me; here it is, in the 
sack. And their minds misgave them; they 
said to one another in bewilderment. What 
is this God has done to us? 

When they came back to their father 29 
Jacob, in Chanaan, they told him of all that 
had happened; how the regent of the 30 
country had spoken to them roughly, 
taking them for spies, and how they had 31 
answered, Ours is an errand of peace, we 
have no mischievous intent; there were 32 
twelve of us, all bom of one father; one is 
no longer alive, and the youngest is with 
our father in Chanaan. Arid then, the test 33 
of their honesty he had proposed; that 
they should go home with what they 
needed, leaving one of them behind; that 
he should remain a prisoner, until they 34 
cleared themselves of suspicion by coming 
back with their youngest brother; then they 
should be restored, and they should be free 
to buy as they would. When they had 35 
finished their story, they began unloading 
the com, and were filled with dismay at 
finding the money each had paid enclosed 
there in his sack. As for their father Jacob, 36 
he told them, You have made a childless 
man of me; Joseph is dead, Simeon a pri¬ 
soner, and you would rob me of Benjamin 
too; it is I who have to bear all this trouble. 
Whereupon Ruben answered, Kill my own 37 
two sons in requital of it, if I do not restore 
Benjamin to thee in safety; give me charge 
of him, and I will bring him back. No, 38 
said he, I will not let this son of mine go 
with you; his brother is dead, and he is all 
I have left; if any harm should befall him 
in the country of your travels, you would 
send an old man sorrowing to the grave. 
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The Brothers return to Egypt with Benjamin 


But still the land was famine- 

2 T J stricken and all the food they had 
brought with them from Egypt was used 
up. Go back, said Jacob to his sons, and 

3 bring us all a mouthful of food. Why, an¬ 
swered Juda, this man we told thee of 
warned us with a solemn oath he would 
not give us audience, unless our youngest 

4 brother came back with us. If thou wilt 
send him in our company, we will all go 

5 together, and buy what thou needest; not 
otherwise. How often must we tell thee 
that the man gave us solemn warning. You 
shall have no audience without this young- 

6 est brother of yours? This was great un¬ 
kindness you did me, Israel said, to tell 

7 him you had a brother at all. Why, they 
answered, the man asked news of all our 
family in turn, whether our father was still 
alive, and whether we had any brother 
besides; we told him no more than he 
asked, and how were we to know he would 
demand to have our brother brought into 

8 his presence? Let the boy go with me, 
Juda said to his father ; let us go and find 
something to support life with, or we shall 

9 all die, and our children with us. I take the 
boy under my charge, and make myself 
answerable for his safety; never forgive 
me if I do not bring him back and restore 

10 him to thee. If there had not been this 
delay, we might have gone to Egypt and 
been back again by now. 

11 And their father Israel said to them, 
Since it must be so, have your way. Only, 
take gifts with you in your packs, the most 
precious this land yields, a little balm, and 
honey, and storax, and myrrh, and mastic, 

12 and almonds. Take a double amount of 
money with you, and restore what you 
found in your sacks; it may have been an 

13 oversight. And so go back to the man, 

14 taking your brother with you. May the 
almighty God I serve secure you his 
favour, so that he will send back that 
brother of yours who is now his hostage, 
and Benjamin as well. Meanwhile, I 
shall be like a man bereft of children. 

15 With such gifts, and a double amount of 
money, they took Benj amin down into 
Egypt, and presented themselves before 
Joseph. 

16 As soon as he saw them, and Benj amin 
in their company, he said to his steward, 
Take these men home, and kill vic tims , 


and make a feast; they will eat with me at 
noon. The steward did as he was bidden, 17 
taking them all to Joseph’s house, where 18 
they stood dismayed; We have been 
brought in here because of the money, 
they said to one another, the money we 
took home in our sacks. He means to 
trump a charge against us, and to hold us 
here in pawn, and our beasts along with 
us. So, in the very doorway of the house, 19 
they approached the steward, Pray, sir, 20 
listen, they said. We came here some while 
since, to buy food, and buy it we did; but 21 
when we reached our halting-place we 
found the money lying in the mouths of 
our sacks. And now we have brought back 
the same amount, over and above the sum 22 
that is to defray our fresh needs; we cannot 
guess who it was put the money back in 
our purses. Set your mind at rest, he said; 23 
you have nothing to fear. Your own God, 
the God your father serves, must have en¬ 
riched those sacks of yours; I have the 
money you paid me accounted for. Then 
he fetched Simeon out to meet them, and 24 
took them into the house, where he 
brought water for them to wash their feet; 
he also gave their beasts fodder. 

There then they waited, with the gifts 25 
ready, till Joseph should come home at 
noon; they had been told that they would 
be his guests. And as soon as Joseph en- 26 
tered his house, they offered him the gifts 
they carried, and bowed down to earth. 
And he, returning their greeting with 27 
courtesy, asked how their father was, the 
old man of whom they had spoken to him. 
Was he still living? Yes, my lord, they 28 
said, our father still lives. And they bent 
to do him reverence. Then Joseph looked 29 
round, and saw Benj amin there, his own 
mother’s son; Is this, he asked, the 
younger brother you told me of? And he 
added, God be merciful to thee, my son. 
After this he could wait no more; his heart 30 
went out to this, his own brother, and the 
tears began to come. He withdrew into his 
private room, and there wept; then washed 31 
his face and came out again, master of him - 
self; Serve the meal, he said. So food was 32 
brought, with separate portions for Joseph, 
for his brethren, and for the Eg)ytians who 
kept them company; the Egyptians are not 
allowed to eat with men of Hebrew blood, 
and would think it foul disgrace to share a 
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33 meal with them. There they sat in his pre¬ 
sence, ranged in order from the eldest, with 
his birthright, to the youngest in age. And 

34 they were not a little surprised when they 
received the portions he sent them, for the 
greatest share of all came to Benjamin, six 
times as large as the others. So they drank 
and made merry with him. 

And Joseph gave orders to his 
steward; Fill their sacks with 
corn, as full as they can hold, and enclose 
in each man’s sack the money he has paid. 

2 And when it comes to the youngest, en¬ 
close in his sack not only die money he 
paid for his com, but my silver cup as well. 

3 His command was obeyed; and now morn¬ 
ing came, and they were given leave to 

4 depart, with their asses. They had left the 
city and passed on a little further, when 
Joseph summoned his steward; Bestir 
thyself, he said, and go in pursuit of these 

5 men. When thou overtakest them, say. 
This is a poor return to make for the kind¬ 
ness you have received; you have stolen 
my master’s cup, the one from which he 
drinks, and takes omens; you have done 

6 him a great wrong. The steward obeyed, 
and as soon as he overtook them, delivered 

7 his message by rote. What a charge is this, 
my lord, they answered, to bring against 
thy servants! That we should have been 

b guilty of such a shameful deed! When we 
found our money enclosed in the mouths 
of our sacks, we brought it back to thee all 
the way from Chanaan; is it likely we 
would rob thy master’s house of gold or 

9 silver? If the cup that is missing should be 
found in possession of any of us, let him 
pay for it with his life; and we, too, will be 

10 slaves in our lord’s service. I accept this 
test of yours, said he; the man in whose 
possession it is found, shall be my slave, 

11 and the rest of you go clear. So, with all 
haste, they lowered their sacks to the 
ground, and began opening them one by 

12 one. And he began with the eldest, and 
examined each in turn, till at last he found 
the cup in Benjamin’s sack. 

1 3 And now they tore their garments about 
them, loaded their asses again, and went 

14 back to the city. Joseph was awaiting them 
there, and Juda led his brethren into Jo¬ 
seph’s presence, where they all bowed face 

15 to the earth before him. What moved you. 


said he, to do this? Surely you must know 
that I have powers of divining such as no 
other man has? My lord, said Juda, what 16 
answer can we make? What plea can we 
offer in our defence? We are guilty men, 
and God would not let it pass unnoticed; 
and now all of us, not only he in whose 
possession the cup was found, will be thy 
slaves. God forbid I should ask that, an- 17 
swered Joseph; no, the thief who stole the 
cup shall be my slave; the rest of you may 
go back to your father as free men. 

At this, Juda made bold to draw nearer 18 
him; My lord, he said, let thy servant 
speak a word for thy own hearing, without 
earning thy displeasure, Pharao’s viceroy 
though thou art, and my sovereign lord. 
When thou didst ask us whether we had a 19 
father or a brother living, our answer was, 
My lord, we have a father well advanced 20 
in years, and one of his sons is still with 
him, the youngest, who was bom to him 
in his old age. There was another son by 
the same mother, but he is dead, and now 
only this one recalls his mother’s memory, 
so that his father loves him dearly. Upon 21 
this, thou didst bid us bring the boy to thee 
and let thee have sight of him. My lord, 22 
we urged, our father cannot do without the 
boy; the parting would kill him. But thou 23 
didst warn thy servants, You shall never 
have audience of me again, unless you bring 
your youngest brother with you. 

Then we went back to our father, and 24 
told him of the warning which thou, his 
master and ours, hadst given us. And 25 
when our father bade us come here again 
and buy a little bread, we told him we 26 
could not, unless our youngest brother was 
allowed to come down with us. In his com¬ 
pany, we said, we will go willingly enough, 
but we dare not face the man we told thee 
of without him. You know, he answered, 27 
that my own wife only bore me two sons; 

I let one of them go out of my sight, and 28 
your news was, that some beast had made 
a prey of him; he was never seen again. If 29 
you take this one too, and any harm befalls 
him on the way, you will send an old man 
sorrowing to the grave. My lord, shall I 30 
present myself before my father, and the 
boy not with me? His life is bound up with 
his son’s, and if he finds we have not 31 
brought him with us, it will be the death 
of him; must we bring an old man to the 
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32 grave in sorrow? Enslave me instead; with 
full justice, I made myself answerable for 
him. If I do not bring him back, I said, 
I will never claim my own father’s forgive- 

33 ness. I, therefore, my lord, would be left 
here as thy servant, to wait upon thee in 
his stead; let the boy go home with his 

34 brethren. Should I go back to my father 
without him, and witness the blow that 
strikes my father down? 

Joseph could contain himself no 
longer, and there were many 
standing by. So he gave orders that all 
these should leave his presence; there 
must be no strangers to see it, when he 

2 made himself known. But when he spoke, 
he burst into such a fit of weeping that 
these Egyptians, and all Pharao’s house- 

3 hold, could not but hear it. I am Joseph, 
said he to his brethren; is my father yet 
alive? But his brethren were so overcome 
with fear that they could not answer him, 

4 and he must needs use gentleness; Come 
closer, he said, and then, when they had 
drawn close to him, I am Joseph, that 
brother of yours whom you sent away to 

5 be sold as a slave in Egypt. And now, do 
not take it to heart; waste no regrets over 
the bargain that brought me here; if I 
came to Egypt first, it was on God’s errand, 

6 to be your protector. It is two years now 
since famine came to these parts, and there 
will be no ploughing, no reaping harvests, 

7 for five years more; so God would have me 
here in readiness to preserve your race, by 

s giving you food to live on. It was not your 
design, then, it was God’s will that sent 
me here; he it is that has put Pharao him¬ 
self under my tutelage, made me regent of 
all his domains, with the whole of Egypt 
under my care. 

9 Make haste, go back to my father and 
give him this message from his son Joseph: 
God has made me ruler of all Egypt; make 

10 thy way here with all speed. Thou shalt 
have the land of Gessen for thy dwelling- 
place, so that thou canst live dose to me, 
with thy children and thy grandchildren, 
thy sheep and cattle and all that is thine. 

11 And there, since there are still five years 
of famine to come, I will maintain thee and 
keep thee from starving, with that house- 


Joseph reveals himself to his Brethren 

hold of thine and all thou hast. You and i» 
my brother Benjamin here can assure him 
from the witness of your own eyes, that it 
was Joseph who spoke to you. Tell my 13 
father of all these honours I enjoy, and of 
all you saw in Egypt, and bring him back 
to me here with all speed. 

With that, he threw his arms round Ben- 14 
jamin’s neck, in tears; Benjamin, too, wept 
as he clung to him. Then Joseph kissed all 15 
his brethren in turn, and wept over them, 
till at last they found courage to speak to 
him. And now the news was in every- 16 
body’s mouth, and all Pharao’s court heard 
that Joseph’s brethren were there. Pharao 
rejoiced heartily over it, and all his cour¬ 
tiers with him; and these were the orders 17 
he would have Joseph give to his brethren, 
Pack your beasts, and go back to Chanaan, 
bring your father here, and all your family, 1 a 
to share the blessings of Egypt with me, 
and live on the best the land can give. And 19 
they might borrow waggons from Egypt, 
to carry their wives and children back. 
Take your father with you (he was to tell 
them) and make haste over your return; 
and leave none of your farm stock behind 20 
you; 1 all the wealth of Egypt awaits you 
here. 

The sons of Israel did as they were bid- 21 
den; Joseph providing them with waggons 
at Pharao’s command, and with food for 
the journey. He also had two new gar- 22 
ments brought out for each, and gave Ben¬ 
jamin three hundred silver pieces and five 
new garments of the choicest sort; sending 
his father a like gift in both kinds, as well 23 
as ten asses laden with the best merchan¬ 
dise of Egypt, and ten she-asses with com 
and bread to last him over his travels. Thus 24 
he sent his brethren home, and his last 
word, as they set out, was Be sure there is 
no quarrelling on the way. So they left 23 
Egypt, and when they reached their father 
Jacob in Chanaan, they gave him their 26 
news. Thy son Joseph is still alive, and it is 
he that rules the whole land of Egypt. 
Jacob heard it, with the look of one just 
awoken from a heavy sleep, but at first he 
would not believe them, and they must tell 27 
him the whole story from first to last. 
Then, when he had seen for himself the 
waggons and all the gifts, he could breathe 



1 The sense of the Hebrew text here is the opposite of the Latin ‘Do not waste any regrets at leaving 
your goods behind’. 
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28 again. If my son Joseph, he said, is still 
alive, that is all I ask; I will go with you, 
and have sight of him again before I die. 

So Jacob set out with all his pos¬ 
sessions, and when he reached the 
Weil of the Oath, he offered sacrifice there 

2 to the God of his father Isaac. That night, 
in a vision, he heard God calling to him, 
Jacob, Jacob! and when he answered, I am 

3 here, at thy command, God said to him, 

I am the almighty God thy father wor¬ 
shipped. Betake thyself to Egypt without 
fear; I mean to make thy descendants into 

a a great nation there. I will go down there 
with thee; and when the time comes to 
return, it shall be under my guidance still; 
and Joseph shall stand by thee to close thy 

5 eyes in death. So Jacob left the Well of the 
Oath behind him, and his sons took him 
on further in the waggons which Pharao 
had provided, to ease an old man's travel. 

6 With him were their own wives and chil¬ 
dren, and all the possessions he had in 
Chanaan, and so he reached Egypt with 

7 the whole of his family, sons and grandsons 
and daughters with them, the whole of his 
race. 

8 These are the names of Israel’s de¬ 
scendants who made their way into Egypt. 

9 He had his sons with him, of whom Ruben 
was the first-born, and Ruben’s own sons 
were called Henoch, Phallu, Hesron, and 

ro Charmi. Simeon’s were called Jamuel, 
Jamin, Ahod, Jachin, and Sohar; he had 
another, called Saul, by a Chanaanite. 

ri Levi’s were called Gerson, Caath, and 

12 Merari. Juda’s were called Her, Onan, 
Sela, Phares and Zara, but of these, Her 
and Onan had already died in Chanaan; 
Phares had two sons, Hesron and Hamul, 

13 Issachar’s were called Thola, Phua, Job 

14 and Semron; Zabulon’s were called Sared, 

15 Elon and Jahelel. So much for the sons 
Lia bore in Mesopotamia of the Syrians, 
with one daughter, Dina; the whole count 
of these, sons and daughters, was thirty- 

16 three. Gad’s sons were called Sephion, 
Haggi, Suni, Esebon, Heri, Arodi and 

17 Areli. Aser’s were called Jamne, Jesua, 
Jessui and Beria, and they had a sister 
called Sara; Beria had two sons, Heber and 

18 Melchiel. All these were descended from 
Zelpha, the woman-servant Laban gave to 
his daughter Lia; thus Jacob counted six- 
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teen descendants through her. Jacob’s 19 
wife Rachel had two children, Joseph and 
Benjamin; Joseph’s two sons, Manasses 20 
and Ephraim, were borne to him in Egypt 
by Aseneth, daughter of Putiphare that 
was priest at Heliopolis; Benjamin’s were 21 
called Bela, Bechor, Asbel, Gera, Naaman, 
Echi, Ros, Mophim, Ophim and Ared. 
These were descended from Jacob’s wife 22 
Rachel, fourteen in all. Dan was the father 23 
of Husim, Nephthali of Jasiel, Guni, Jeser 24 
and Sallem; these were descended from 25 
Bala, whom Laban gave as a serving- 
woman to his daughter Rachel; through 
her, Jacob had seven descendants in all. 
Thus Jacob went into Egypt with sixty-six 26 
companions all sprung from his stock, not 
reckoning his son’s wives. Meanwhile, 27 
Joseph had had two sons born to him in 
Egypt; so that Jacob’s whole clan, when 
they found a home in Egypt, reached the 
number of seventy. 

He had sent Juda on before him to tell 2B 
Joseph of his coming, so that they could 
meet in Gessen; and upon his arrival, 29 
Joseph had horses put in his chariot and 
drove there to meet his father. At the first 
sight of him, he threw his arms about his 
neck, and embraced him, in tears. Now, 30 
his father said to him, I can die happy; 

I have seen thee face to face, and know that 
my son survives me. Then Joseph said to 31 
his brethren and to his family, I must go 
and tell Pharao that my brethren and my 
family have come here from Chanaan. 
They are shepherds, I shall say, and all 32 
their skill is in tending flocks; those flocks, 
and their herds, and all they possess, they 
have brought with them. So when he 33 
summons you and asks you what is your 
trade, your answer must be, Thy servants 34 
are shepherds; to that trade we have been 
brought up from youth, as our fathers 
were before us. This profession will win 
you a home in the land of Gessen; the 
Egyptians hold all shepherd-folk in ab¬ 
horrence. 

So Joseph approached Pharao 
with the news that his father and 
his brethren had brought their sheep and 
cattle and all they possessed away from 
Chanaan, and were there in the land of 
Gessen. He also presented his five 2 
youngest brethren to the king, and these, 3 
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when the king asked what their employ¬ 
ment was, answered, Thy servants are 
shepherds, as their fathers were before 

4 them. We have come to seek hospitality in 
this land of thine, my lord, because the 
drought lies heavy on Chanaan, and there is 
no pasture for our flocks; our plea is, that 
thou wouldst grant thy servants a home in 

5 the country of Gessen. So the king told 
Joseph, Now that thy father and thy bre¬ 
thren have come here to bear thee company, 

6 the whole land of Egypt is at thy disposal; 
bid them dwell where they are best able 
to dwell, occupying the country of Gessen. 
And if thou knowest any of their number 
to be skilful at their craft, give them charge 

7 of my own herds. Afterwards, Joseph 
brought his father in, and presented him 
to the king, to whom he gave his blessing. 

a And when the king asked him, what was 

9 his age? I have lived a wanderer’s life, said 
he, these hundred and thirty years; no long 
life, and no happy one, compared with the 
years my fathers spent, roaming the world 

10 before me. So he gave the king his bless¬ 
ing, and left him. 

11 Joseph obeyed Pharao’s bidding, and 
gave his father and his brethren lands in 
the most favoured pan of Egypt, at Ra- 

12 messes; and there he maintained them, 
with all his father’s kindred, giving an 

13 allowance of food to each. All the world 
over, bread was still scarce, and the 
drought bore hardest on Egypt and on 

14 Chanaan, till at last Joseph had amassed 
all the money either land possessed in the 
royal treasury, through his sales of wheat. 

15 So, when they had nothing left to buy with, 
the Egyptians all came to Joseph asking to 
have bread given them for nothing; Wilt 
thou watch us starve, they asked, now that 

16 we have no more money left? If you cannot 
pay, he answered, bring your cattle here, 
and you shall have food in return for these. 

17 So they brought them and he bartered com 
for horses and sheep and cattle and asses, 
feeding them the whole of that year and 

i s taking their beasts as the price. By the next 
year, they came to him and said, My lord, 
we must needs be open with thee; we have 
come to the end of our cattle, as well as our 
money; thou canst see for thyself that 
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nothing is left us except our lives and our 
lands. Do not watch us starve; thou shalt 19 
have the disposal of our lands and of our¬ 
selves, making both of these the king’s 
property, and giving us seed-corn in re¬ 
turn; if not, the land will become a wilder¬ 
ness for want of tillage. So Joseph bought 20 
the whole land of Egypt, one and all selling 
their possessions to him because the famine 
was so grievous; and he made it Pharao’s 
property, with all the inhabitants of it from 21 
one end of Egypt to the other; except the 22 
land which the king had assigned to the 
priests. These had a fixed allowance of 
food made to them from the royal store¬ 
houses, and there was no occasion for them 
to sell their lands. 

Joseph said to the people, You can see 23 
for yourselves now that Pharao is lord of 
your lives and lands; you shall have seed- 
corn to sow your fields with, and when 24 
harvest-time comes you shall give up a 
fifth of your crops to the king; the other 
four-fifths I will grant you for the next 
sowing, and to feed your households and 
your children. Our fives are in thy hand, 25 
they said; as long as we enjoy my lord’s 
favour, we will gladly be the king’s ser¬ 
vants. All over Egypt, from that day to 26 
this, the payment of the fifth is a custom 
which has the force of law, except in the 
priests’ lands, which are bound by no such 
conditions. 

Thus Israel began to find a home in 27 
Egypt, that is, in the land of Gessen, took 
possession of it, and flourished, and grew 
great. Jacob himself lived on seventeen 28 
years there, so that he reached altogether 
the age of a hundred and forty-seven. And 29 
when he saw the day of his death ap¬ 
proaching, he sent for his son Joseph; Do 
me this favour, he said, put thy hand under 
my thigh, and swear, in love and loyalty, 
that thou wilt not bury me here in Egypt. 

I would sleep where my fathers sleep; take 30 
me far away from this land and bury me in 
the burial-place of my kindred. I will do 
thy bidding, answered Joseph; but Jacob 31 
would have him bind himself by an oath. 

So he gave his oath; and then Israel turned 
his eyes towards the top of his bed , 1 and 
gave praise to God. 


1 The Greek here has 4 worshipped towards the top of his staff’, perhaps in the sense that he did honour 
to Joseph’s staff, the staff being the recognized symbol of the tribe. This reading, which involves a very 
slight modification of the Hebrew text, is followed in Heb. xi. 21. 
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The Blessing of Ephraim and Manasses 

Soon after this, Joseph was told 
that his father had fallen sick, and 
took his two sons, Ephraim and Manasses, 

2 to visit him. When the old man heard that 
Joseph had come to see him, he found 

3 strength to sit up in bed, and greeted him 
thus, The almighty God revealed himself 
to me at Luza in Chanaan, and gave me his 

4 blessing there. I will make thy posterity 
increase and multiply, he said, so that a 
host of nations shall spring from thee; and 
I will give this land to thee and to thy race 
after thee, to be their possession eternally. 

5 Thy two sons were bom to thee in Egypt, 
before my coming, but they shall be 
counted as sons of mine; Ephraim and 
Manasses shall take rank with Ruben and 

6 Simeon. Whatever children thou shalt 
beget after this shall be thine, not mine, 
and they shall hold whatever possession 
they hold under the title of these brothers 

7 of theirs. It was when I was on my way 
back from Mesopotamia that I lost Rachel, 
there in Chanaan, while we were on our 
journey, in spring time, 1 and when I 
reached Ephrata I buried her there, by the 
road which leads to Ephrata; Bethlehem is 

b another name they call it by. Then he saw 
Joseph’s two sons there, and asked, Who 

9 are these? The sons God has given me, 
said he, while I have been living here. 

10 Bring them close to me, he answered, and 
let me give them my blessing; by now, 
Israel’s eyes were failing through his great 
age, and he could not see clearly. 

n So they were brought close to him, and 
he kissed them; then he said to his son. 
Once I never thought to see thee again; 
that fear was groundless, and now God has 

12 given me sight of thy children too. And Jo¬ 
seph took them from his father’s embrace, 

13 and bowed low, putting Ephraim on his 
right, by Israel’s left hand, and Manasses 
on his left, at Israel’s right hand, and hold- 

m ing them both close to him. But Jacob 
stretched out his right hand, and put it on 
the head of Ephraim, the younger, and put 
his left on the head of Manasses, the elder, 

i s changing his hands round. And this is the 
blessing which Jacob gave to Joseph’s 
sons; May that God, in whose presence 
my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, once lived 

1 See note on 35. 16 above. 2 The word used 

an allusion to the town of Sichem, with which Joseph 
city wall’; the Hebrew text is generally understood ; 
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and moved, that God who has guided me 
like a shepherd from my youth till now, 
that angel of God, who has rescued me 16 
from all my troubles, bless these sons of 
thine. Let them inherit my name, and the 
names of my fathers, Abraham and Isaac; 
may their posterity spread wide over the 
earth. Joseph took it amiss when he saw 17 
his father put his right hand on the head 
of Ephraim, and would have raised it up 
from Ephraim’s to put it on Manasses’ 
instead; No, father, said he, thou art wide 18 
of the mark; here is the eldest, upon whom 
thy right hand should rest. But Jacob 19 
would not be persuaded; I know it, my 
son, said he, I know it; Manasses too shall 
give birth to a people, and spread far; but 
this younger brother shall outdo him, and 
beget a multitude of nations. So then and 
there he blessed them; When men give a 20 
blessing in Israel, he said, the words they 
use shall be, God make thee like Ephraim 
and Manasses. So he put Ephraim before 
Manasses. He said, too, to Joseph, I must 21 
die, but God be with you, and bring you 
back to the land of your fathers. And there 22 
I bequeath thee one portion 1 to which thy 
brethren shall have no claim, the land I 
won from the Amorrhite with my sword 
and my bow. 

Then Jacob summoned all his 
sons to him; Gather about me, he 
said, to hear what awaits you in the days 
still to come; gather about me, sons of 2 
Jacob, and listen; it is Israel, your father, 
who speaks. Thou, Ruben, art my first- 3 
bom, my pride, my manhood’s first-fruits; 
thine was the privilege, thine the right to 
rule, but all went to waste like water. 4 
Never mayst thou thrive, thou who 
wouldst lie between thy father’s sheets, 
and defile his bed. Simeon and Levi are 5 
brothers indeed, warriors both, and ready 
tools of violence. Never may this soul of 6 
mine take part in their conspiracy, this 
heart be of their company; raging, they 
slew their enemy, recklessly they broke 
down a city wall. 3 A curse on this un- 7 
relenting rage of theirs, this bitter spite! 

I will distribute them here and there 
in Jacob, I will scatter them throughout 

here in the Hebrew text is sechem , shoulder, evidently 
was traditionally connected. 3 ‘Brokedown a 

is meaning ‘hamstrung an ox’. 
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8 Israel. But thou, Juda, shalt win the 
praise of thy brethren; with thy hand on 
the necks of thy enemies, thou shalt be 

9 reverenced by thy own father’s sons. Juda 
is like a lion’s whelp; on the hills, my son, 
thou roamest after thy prey; like a lion 
couched in his lair, a lioness that none 

to dares provoke. Juda shall not want a 
branch from his stem , 1 a prince drawn 
from his stock, until the day when he 
comes who is to be sent to us, he, the hope 

u of the nations. To what tree will he tie his 
mount; the ass he rides on? The vine for 
him, the vineyard for him; when he washes 
his garments, it shall be in wine, all his 
vesture shall be dyed with the blood of 

12 grapes. Fairer than wine his eyes shall be, 
his teeth whiter than milk . 2 

13 Zabulon shall dwell by the sea shore, 
where the ships find harbour, at Sidon’s 

14 gates. Issachar lies secure within its own 
confines, like some beast of burden that 

15 has great strength; so pleasant he finds his 
resting-place, so fair his land, that he is 
willing to bow under the yoke, and pay 

16 tribute to others. But Dan shall administer 
his own laws, like any other tribe of Israel; 

17 Dan is like a snake by the road side, an 
adder on the path, to bite the horse’s heels, 
and make him throw the rider backwards. 

18 I will wait patiently, Lord, for the de- 

19 liverance thou canst bring me .3 Gad shall 
be at the mercy of armed men, till he goes 

20 armed in his turn. Rich in wheat shall 
Aser’s lands be; he shall send out delicacies 

21 for the tables of kings. Nephthali is like 
a roe-deer that goes free, bringing a mes¬ 
sage of gladness . 4 

22 Joseph grows upward, upward still, fair 
to view; see how the maidens pass to and 

23 fro on the city walls ! 5 Sorely his enemies 
harass him with the darts they throw, un- 

24 relenting in their hatred, but his bow rests 
in the strength that does not fail him; the 
power of the God who rules in Jacob gives 


Jacob's dying Prophecy about his Sons 

free play to hand and arm. From Joseph 
one shall arise, who will be the shepherd 
and the corner-stone of Israel. The God 25 
of thy father shall bring thee aid; the 
Almighty shall bless thee with all the 
blessings that lie stored in heaven above, 
or in the depth beneath us, all the blessings 
that enrich breast and womb. This blessing 26 
which thy father gives thee draws strength 
from all the blessings which his own fathers 
bequeathed; they shall not cease till he 
comes, whom the everlasting hills await. 
May they all rest on Joseph’s head, rest on 
his brow, who is separated, like a Nazirite, 
from his brethren. As for Benjamin, he is 27 
like a ravening wolf, that must devour his 
own prey in the morning, and have plun¬ 
der still to divide at nightfall. 

All these names are perpetuated in the 28 
twelve tribes of Israel; and these are the 
words in which their father blessed them 
one by one, giving each the blessing that 
was due to him. Then he laid a charge 29 
upon them; I must die, he said, and be¬ 
come a part of my people; bury me with 
my fathers in the double cave on the land 
that belonged once to Ephron the Hethite, 
the cave that looks towards Mambre, in 30 
the land of Chanaan. It was this cave that 
Abraham bought, with the ground it 
stands in, from Ephron the Hethite, to 
make his tomb there. There they buried 31 
him, and his wife Sara with him; there, 
too, Isaac lies buried with his wife Re¬ 
becca; there Lia, too, was laid. So he 32 
made an end of giving the directions he 
would have his sons observe; then lay his 
full length on the bed, and died, and be¬ 
came a part of his people. 

Joseph, when he saw this, threw 
himself down at his father’s side, 
weeping and covering his face with kisses. 
And now he would have the doctors who 2 
were in his service embalm his father with 



1 ‘A branch’; literally ‘a rod’. The sense intended may be that of a royal sceptre. The meaning of the 
word rendered ‘who is to be sent to us’ is very uncertain in the Hebrew text. For ‘he, the hope of the 
nations', the Hebrew text gives ‘he shall have the obedience of the nations*. 2 The words used 

about Ruben, Simeon and Levi seem to be a reference, for the most part, to past events; cf. 35. 22, and 
chapter 34 above. The blessing of Juda is more naturally understood of me position which the tribe of Juda 
wa6 to occupy. 3 No plausible explanation has been given of the sudden interruption introduced 

by this verse. 4 The reference, and sometimes the meaning, of the shorter blessings contained in 

verses 13-21 is difficult to establish with certainty; but they probably allude to the future, not to the 
past. Those given to Dan and Gad involve a play upon words. i Some thin k that Joseph is com¬ 

pared to a fruitful tree, whose branches (though the word ‘daughters’ never has this me anin g elsewhere) 
spread along a garden wall. The blessing of Joseph is very uncertain in its interpretation throughout. It 
has been supposed that the reference i9 to the later prominence of Ephraim among the ten tribes that 
were separated from Juda (cf. e.g. Ps. 77. 67). 
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The Death of Joseph; his last Dispositions 

3 spices. Forty days went by, and they were 
still at their task; that is the custom of the 
embalmers in Egypt; and for seventy days 

4 the whole of Egypt mourned him. Then, 
when the time of mourning was over, 
Joseph said to Pharao’s courtiers, Do me 
a favour, and prefer this request of mine 
to Pharao. My father has left me bound 

5 by an oath; I am dying, said he, and I 
charge thee to bury me in the tomb I dug 
for myself in Chanaan. I would go back 
there to bury my father, and so return. 

6 And Pharao told him, Go back, and bury 

7 thy father in fulfilment of thy oath. So he 
went, and with him went all Pharao’s 

s senators and all the elders of Egypt; Jo¬ 
seph’s brethren too and all his household, 
except the children and the flocks and 
herds; these were left behind in the land 

9 of Gessen. He had chariots and horsemen 
with him, so it was a great retinue that 

10 accompanied him. When they reached 
Atad’s Threshing-floor, on the further side 
of Jordan, they spent seven days over the 
funeral rites, mourning long and bitterly; 

x r till the Chanaanites, watching it, said This 
is great lamentation the men of Egypt are 
making, and the place came to be called, 

12 The Lament of the Egyptians. Thus Ja- 

13 cob’s sons carried out his command, by 
taking his body to Chanaan, and burying 
it in the double cave opposite Mambre, 
that Abraham bought, with the ground it 
stands in, from Ephron the Hethite, to be 
his burial-place. 

14 And Joseph, when the funeral rites were 
done, went back to Egypt with his brethren 

15 and all his retinue. His brethren, now that 
their father was dead, grew afraid of 
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Joseph; what if he should remember his 
wrongs, they asked one another, and 
punish us for our ill deeds? So they sent 16 
a message to him. Our father, before he 
died, laid a charge on us. We were to say 17 
to thee in his name, Forget, I pray thee, 
the crime which thy brethren committed, 
the cruel wrong they did thee. And it is 
our prayer too that thou wouldst grant 
forgiveness to us, the servants of the God 
thy father served. Joseph wept upon 
hearing it; and when his brethren came 18 
and bowed to the ground before him, 
owning themselves his servants, his answer 19 
was, Do not be afraid; who am I, that I 
should oppose my will to God’s will? You 20 
thought to do me harm, but God turned 
it all to good account; I was to be raised 
up to greatness, as you see, for the saving 
of a multitude of people. Do not be afraid; 21 
both you and your children shall still have 
maintenance from me. With such kindly 
words he comforted them. 

So, with all his father’s household, he 22 
continued to dwell in Egypt, and reached 
the age of a hundred and ten. He lived to 
see Ephraim a grandfather, and Machir, 
son of Manasses, had children whom he 
took on his knees. 1 After this he said to 23 
his kindred, When I am dead, God will 
have mercy on you, and enable you to 
return from this country to the home which 
he promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
And he bound them by an oath, When 24 
God shews you this mercy, you must take 
my bones out of this land with you. So he 25 
died, a hundred and ten years old, and they 
embalmed him with spices, and laid him 
to rest in a coffin, there in Egypt. 


1 See note on 30. 3 above. 
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THE BOOK OF EXODUS 


H e R E are the names of Israel’s sons; 
these were the men who betook 
themselves to Egypt, each with his 
famil y, when Jacob went there; 
3 Ruben, Simeon, Levi, Juda, Issachar, 
Zabulon and Benjamin, Dan and Neph- 
4 thali, Gad and Aser. There were seventy 
souls altogether that came from Jacob’s 
stock, but of these, Joseph was in Egypt 
6 already. When he and his brethren and 
7 all their next descendants were dead, the 
race of Israel grew into a teeming multi¬ 
tude, in such strength that the whole 
8 land was peopled with them. Meanwhile, 
a new king of Egypt had arisen, who 
9 knew nothing of Joseph. See, he said to 
his people, how the race of the Israelites 
has grown, till they are stronger than we 
io are. We must go prudently about it and 
keep them down, or their numbers will 
grow; what if war threatens, and they 
make common cause with our enemies? 
They will get the better of us, and leave 
11 our country altogether. So he made them 
answerable to officers of the public works, 
who laid crushing burdens on them, using 
them to build the store-cities of Phithom 
12 and Ram esses; but the more they were ill- 
treated, the more they bred and multiplied. 
13 The Egyptians, in their abhorrence for the 
Israelites, oppressed and insulted them, 
14 making their lives a burden with drudgery 
in the clay-pit and the brick-kiln, drudgery, 
too, of all kinds in the cultivation of the 
land. 

15 Then the king of Egypt gave orders to 
Sephora and Phua, two midwives who 
16 attended the Hebrews; When you are 
called in, he said, to attend the Hebrew 
women, and their time comes, kill the child 
17 if it is a boy; if it is a girl keep it alive. But 
these midwives feared the Lord, and would 
not carry out the commands of the king of 
18 Egypt; they kept the boys safe; and when 
the king summoned them and asked, What 
do you mean by sparing the boys too? they 
19 answered, The Hebrew women are not 
like those of Egypt; they are skilled in 


midwifery, and contrive to give birth be¬ 
fore we reach them.' For this, God re- 20 
warded the midwives; while his people 
grew and attained great strength, he gave 21 
the midwives, too, families of their own, 
as women who feared God. And at last 22 
Pharao made a proclamation to the whole 
of his people: Whenever a male child is 
born, cast it into the river, keep only the 
girls alive. 

2 And now one of the descendants of 
Levi wooed and married a woman 
of his own clan, who conceived and bore 2 
him a son. So winning were the child’s 
looks, that for three months she kept him 
hidden away; then, unable to conceal him 
any longer, she took a little basket of reeds, 3 
which she smeared with clay and pitch, 
and in this put her baby son down among 
the bulrushes on the river bank. The boy’s 4 
sister waited at a distance, to see what 
would happen. Just then, Pharao’s daugh- 5 
ter came down to bathe in the river, while 
her maid-servants walked along the bank. 
She caught sight of the basket among the 
rushes, and sent one of her attendants to 
fetch it; and when she opened it, and saw 6 
the baby crying, her heart was touched. 
Why, she said, this must be one of the 
Hebrew children. And at that, the boy’s 7 
sister asked, Wouldst thou have me go and 
fetch one of the Hebrew women, to nurse 
the child for thee? Go by all means, she 
said; and the girl went and fetched her 8 
mother. Take this boy, Pharao’s daughter 9 
said, and nurse him for me; I will reward 
thee for it. So the woman took the boy and 
nursed him till he was grown; then she 
handed him over to Pharao’s daughter, 
who adopted him as her own son, and gave 10 
him the name of Moses, the Rescuer; I had 
to rescue him, she said, from the river. 

A time cam e when Moses, now a grown- 11 
up man, went out among his brethren the 
Hebrews, and saw how ill they were 
treated, saw one of these brethren of his 
being beaten by an Egyptian; whereupon, 


‘Are skilled in midwifery’; according to the Hebrew text, ‘Are quick to bear’. 
48 






Moses in Madian; the burning Bush 

12 after looking this way and that to see that 
no one was near, he killed the Egyptian 

13 and buried him there in the sand. When 
he went out next day, he found two He¬ 
brews that had come to blows, and asked 
the aggressor what he meant by offering 

14 violence to a friend. Why, said he, who 
made thee a ruler and a judge over us? 
Hast thou a mind to kill me, as thou didst 
kill that Egyptian yesterday? And Moses 
was terrified to find that his action had so 

15 strangely come to light. When Pharao 
heard of it, he was for putting Moses to 
death; and Moses, to avoid his scrutiny, 
took refuge in the country of Madian. 
Here he sat down to rest by the side of a 

is well. And it chanced that seven maids, 
daughters to the priest of Madian, came 
out and began drawing water, to fill the 

I? troughs and water their father’s sheep. But 
now came shepherds, and would have 
turned the maidens away, until Moses 
stood up for them, and himself watered 

i s their sheep. When they reached home their 
father, Raguel, asked them why they were 

19 earlier than their wont; 1 and they told 
him, There was an Egyptian there, who 
took our part against the shepherds, and 
then drew water for us himself, for our 

20 sheep to drink. Upon which he asked, 
What has become of this man? Why did 
you part from his company? Bid him 
come in and eat, 

21 So it came about that Moses bound him¬ 
self by an oath to live there with Raguel, 

22 and wedded his daughter Sephora. The 
first son she bore him he called Gersam, 
as if he would say, I have been a stranger, 
Ger, in an alien land. And when she bore 
another son, Moses called him Eliezer, 
Help from God; the God of my father 
(said he) has helped me to escape from the 
power of Pharao. 2 

2? Then, after a long while, the king of 
Egypt died, and the cry of the Israelites, 
still groaning aloud in their drudgery, went 
up to God, who took pity on this drudgery 

24 of theirs, and listened to their comp lain t; 
he had not forgotten the covenant which he 

25 made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. So 
it was that the Lord looked down in mercy 
on the Israelites, and took heed of them. 


EXODUS 

3 Moses, in the meanwhile, had mar¬ 
ried the daughter of Jethro, priest of 
Madian, and was doing shepherd’s work 
for him. Deep into the desert he led his 
flock, till he reached God’s own mountain 
of Horeb. And here the Lord revealed 2 
himself through a flame that rose up from 
the midst of a bush; it seemed that the 
bush was alight, yet did not burn. Here is 3 
a great sight, said Moses, I must go up and 
see more of it, a bush that does not waste 
by burning. But now, as he saw him 4 
coining up to look closer, the Lord called 
to him from the midst of the bush, Moses 
Moses; and when he answered, I am here, 
at thy command, he was told, Do not come 5 
nearer; rather take the shoes from thy feet, 
thou art standing on holy ground. 

Then he said, I am the God thy father 6 
worshipped, the God of Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob. And Moses hid his face; 
he dared not look on the open sight of God. 

I have not been blind, the Lord told him, 7 
to the oppression which my people en¬ 
dures in Egypt, I have listened to their 
complaints about the cruelty of the men 
who are in charge of their work. I know s 
what their sufferings are, and I have come 
down to rescue them from the power of 
the Egyptians; to take them away into a 
fruitful land and large, a land that is all 
milk and honey, where the Chanaanites 
dwell, and the Hethites, and the Amor- 
rhites, and the Pherezites, and the Hevites, 
and the Jebusites. Yes, the cry of Israel’s 9 
race has reached my ears, I have watched 
how their Egyptian oppressors ill-treat 
them. Up, I have an errand for thee at 10 
Pharao’s court; thou art to lead my people, 
the sons of Israel, away out of Egypt. 

At this, Moses said to God, Ah, who u 
am I, that thou shouldst send me to 
Pharao? Who am I that I should lead the 
sons of Israel out of Egypt? I will be with 12 
thee, God said to him. And here is a sign 
for thee, that thy mission comes from me; 
when thou hast brought my people out of 
Egypt, thou wilt find thyself offering sacri¬ 
fice to God on this mountain. But Moses 13 
still pleaded with God: How if I appear 
before the Israelites with the message that 
the God of their fathers has sent me to 


1 ‘Raguel’; more ord inar ily he is called Jethro; cf. 3. 1 below. 2 The second part of this verse is 

found in the Septuagint Greek, but not in the Hebrew text. It is possibly an addition derived from 
18. 4 below. 
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EXODUS 

them, and they ask me. What is his name? 

14 What answer shall I make? And God said 
to Moses, I am the God who IS; thou shalt 
tell the Israelites, THE GOD WHO IS 

15 has sent me to you. 1 And he charged 
Moses again, That is what thou shalt tell 
the sons of Israel, that he who bears this 
name, the God of their fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob has sent thee to them, and 
this is the name he will be known by for 
ever; it shall stand recorded, age after age. 

16 Go then, and summon the elders of 
Israel to meet thee. Tell them that the 
Lord, the God of their fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob has appeared to thee, with 
this message: Day after day I have 
watched, and seen all that has befallen you 

17 in Egypt. And now I mean to take you 
away from Egypt, where it goes so hard 
with you, into the land of the Chanaanites, 
the Hethites, the Amorrhites, the Phe- 
rezites, the Hevites, and the Jebusites; a 

1 b land that is all milk and honey. The elders 
of Israel will give thee a good hearing; and 
with them thou shalt make thy way into 
the king of Egypt’s presence. The Lord 
God of the Hebrews, thou shalt tell him, 
has summoned us to go out three days’ 
march into the desert, and there we must 

19 offer sacrifice to the Lord our God. I know 
well enough that the king of Egypt will not 
let you go, except under strong compul- 

20 sion; I must needs exert my power, and 
smite the Egyptians with all the portents 
I mean to do among them, before he will 

21 give you leave. And I will let you have 
your way with the Egyptians; when you 

22 go you shall not go empty-handed. Each 
woman shall claim from her neighbour, or 
from some woman that lodges with her, 
gold and silver trinkets, and clothes to 
dress your sons and daughters in; such 
toll you shall take of the Egyptians. 

4 But Moses still had his answer; What 
if they will not believe me, he said, 
or give a hearing? What if they tell me to 


Moses receives his Mission from God 

my face that I never had any vision of the 
Lord? What is that in thy hand? the Lord a 
asked him. A staff, he said. So the Lord 3 
bade him cast it on the ground, and when 
he did so, it turned into a serpent, and 
Moses shrank away. Now put out thy 4 
hand, the Lord said, and catch it by the 
tail. He did so, and it turned to a staff in 
his hand. And the word came to him, Will 5 
they still doubt that the Lord God of their 
fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob has 
appeared to thee? And now the Lord had 6 
a fresh command for him, Put thy hand 
into thy bosom; and, doing so, he found 
that it came out a leper’s hand, white as 
snow. Now, said he, put it back in thy 7 
bosom again; so he put it back, and this 
time, when he brought it out, the skin on 
it was no different from the rest of his skin. 
And the Lord said, If credence and hearing s 
thou canst not gain, with the first sign for 
thy warrant, the evidence of this second 
sign will make them believe thee. And if 9 
even two signs are not enough to convince 
them and make them listen to thee, thou 
hast but to take water from the river and 
pour it out on the ground; the water thou 
hast drawn out of the river will turn into 
blood. 

Then Moses said, Lord, have patience 10 
with me; but all my life I have been a man 
of little eloquence, and now that thou, my 
Master, hast spoken to me, I am more 
faltering, more tongue-tied than ever. 
Why, the Lord said to him, who was it that 11 
fashioned man’s mouth? Who is it that 
makes a man dumb or deaf, clear-sighted 
or blind, if not I? Go as thou art bidden; 12 
I will speak with thy mouth, telling thee 
what words to utter. But still he said, 13 
Lord have patience with me; wilt thou not 
choose some fitting emissary? 2 And now 14 
the Lord was angry with Moses; What of 
thy brother Aaron (the Levite)? he asked. 3 
I know him to be a man of ready speech. 

He is even now on his way to meet thee, 
and will give thee a joyful welcome when 


1 The verb used in the Hebrew text can be translated ‘I will be’, and it is possible to understand the 
formula a9 m eanin g, ‘I will be what I will be’. In the second Hair of the verse, according to the Hebrew 
text, the name used is C I am’ (or, ‘I will be’), rather than ‘He who is’. But the personal name under 
which Almighty God was known to the Jews was Yahweh, He who is. The Greek translators, out of 
reverence, substituted * the Lord ’ wherever this name occurred in the Old Testament, and the I -atin 
follow! them. Thus, in verse 15 immediately following, ‘Yahweh the God of their fathers’ appears in 
the Latin as ‘the Lord, the God of their fathers’. 2 The phrase here used, ‘ Send the man whom 

as a matter of fact thou art going to send’ must be interpreted, in view of what follows, as a re¬ 
monstrance, not as an act of submission. 3 ‘The Levite , this description seems out of place here; 

it is perhaps due to some corruption of the text* 
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r 5 he finds thee. To him thou shalt repeat my 
message, entrusting it to his lips; through 
his lips I will speak, and through thine, 

16 telling you what I would have you do. He 
shall be thy spokesman, giving out thy 
message to the people, and thou shalt be 

i: his representative with God. 1 And take 
this staff of thine with thee; thou hast 
portents to bring about by means of it. 

is Then Moses made his way back to his 
father-in-law, Jethro; Give me leave, he 
said, to return to Egypt, and see whether 
my brethren there are still living. And 

19 Jethro said, Go in peace. From Madian, 
then, the Lord bade Moses return to 
Egypt; all those who had threatened his 

20 life were dead. So Moses took his wife and 
children, with his ass to carry them, and 
returned to Egypt, with the staff, divinely 

21 appointed, in his hand. And as he went 
back to Egypt, the Lord said to him, Thy 
part is to do all the wonders I put it in thy 
power to do, in Pharao’s presence. But I 
mean to harden his heart, so that he refuses 

22 to let my people go; and then thou shalt 
give him this message: Israel, says the 

23 Lord, is my first-bom son, and when I 
bade thee give this son of mine leave to go 
and worship me, that leave was refused; 
I come to claim the life of thy first-bom 
in return. 

24 On this journey, at one of his halting- 
places, the Lord came in his path and 

25 threatened him with death, until Sephora 
took a sharp stone, and circumcised her 
son with it; then, touching her husband’s 
feet with the flesh, she said, Now we are 

26 betrothed in blood. And as she said the 
words, Betrothed in blood, after the cir¬ 
cumcision, the Lord consented to spare 
him. 1 

27 Meanwhile the Lord had told Aaron to 
go out and meet Moses in the desert; so 
he set out and met him at God’s mountain, 

28 and greeted him with a kiss. And Moses 
told Aaron all the message the Lord had 
entrusted to him, and the wonders he had 

29 commissioned him to perform. So to¬ 
gether they went and summoned all the 
elders of the Israelite race to meet them; 


EXODUS 

and when Aaron told them all the Lord 30 
had said to Moses, and shewed the people 
the appointed signs, the people were con- 31 
vinced. At last the Lord had come to en¬ 
quire after the sons of Israel, and had 
witnessed their affliction; they would bow 
down and worship. 

After this, Moses and Aaron ob¬ 
tained audience with Pharao, and 
said to him, We have a message to thee 
from the Lord God of Israel, Give my 
people leave to go and offer me sacrifice in 
the desert. Why, he answered, who is this 2 
Lord, that I must obey his command, and 
let Israel go free? I know no such Lord as 
that; I will not let Israel go. It is the God 3 
of the Hebrews, they told him, who has 
summoned us to go out into the desert, a 
matter of three days’ journey, and offer 
sacrifice to him; he, the Lord, is our God, 
what if he should bring sickness or war 
upon us? Nay, said the king of Egypt, it 4 
is two men, Moses and Aaron, enticing the 
people away from their work; go back to 
your duties. 

These folk, Pharao complained, have 5 
outgrown their territory already: see how 
their numbers have increased! And it will 
be worse still if you ease them of their 
burdens. So he gave orders, that very day, 6 
to overseer and foreman alike: Do not give 7 
them any more straw to make bricks with, 
as your custom has been; let them go and 
find straw for themselves. Meanwhile, you 8 
must give them the same tale of bricks to 
make as before; there must be no lessening 
of it. They are idle; that is what has led to 
this outcry about going and offering sacri¬ 
fice to their God. Give them heavier work 9 
to do; then they will pay no more attention 
to these lying tales. 

So overseer and foreman gave it out to 10 
the people as a message from Pharao, You 
shall have no more straw from me; go and 11 
gather it for yourselves where you can find 
it; meanwhile, there is to be no lessening 
of the work done. And the people found 12 
themselves scattered all over Egypt gather¬ 
ing straw; and still the overseers were 13 


Thou shalt be his representative with God’; literally, ’thou shalt be to him in those things which 
concern God The Hebrew text has, ‘Thou shalt be to him (for) a God’. 2 Apparently, in marrying 

a foreign wife, Moses had culpably neglected the duty of circumcising his first-born (Gen. 17. 10 ); the 
part played by his wife is easier to understand, if we suppose that Moses himself was prostrated by 
some sudden illness. It is hard to know whether the juxtaposition of this passage with verses 22 and 
23 is or is not intentional. 
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Promise of Release; Genealogy of Moses and Aaron 


urgent with them: Finish those daily tasks 
of yours, as you did when the straw was 

14 found. The foremen, who were Israelites, 
must undergo a beating, now, from 
Pharao’s overseers, who asked them why 
the full tale of bricks had not been made 
up these two days past, as it was formerly. 

15 So the Israelite foremen went and com¬ 
plained to Pharao; Master, they cried, why 

16 dost thou treat us so? The straw is not 
being found for us any longer, and never 
a brick less demanded of us. Here are we, 
thy servants, beaten for it; there is no 

17 justice for this people of thine. 1 You are 
idlers, said he, idlers all, or you would not 
be asking leave to go and sacrifice to this 

18 Lord of yours. Off with you to your work; 
no straw shall you have; and as for the 
bricks, you must make up the same tale as 
before. 

iy When they heard that the same tale of 
bricks was to be demanded each day, the 
Israelite foremen saw that it would go hard 

20 with them; and meeting Moses and Aaron 
face to face, as they came away from 

21 Pharao’s audience, they said to them, The 
Lord take note of it, and be your judge; 
you have made our name stink in the 
nostrils of Pharao and his court, put a 
weapon in his hand that will be our doom. 

22 So that Moses had recourse to the Lord 
again, and asked him, Lord, why dost thou 
treat thy people so cruelly? Why didst 
thou ever send me on such an errand? 

23 I gained audience with Pharao, and spoke 
to him in thy name; and since then he does 
nothing but ill-use thy people; is this the 
deliverance thou hast sent them? 

5 But the Lord said to Moses, Thou 
hast yet to see what I have in store 
for Pharao, such constraint as will make 
him let them go; he shall have no choice 
but to drive them away out of his country. 
2 And now the Lord sent his word to 
3 Moses: I am the same Lord who revealed 
myself to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; but 
although I revealed myself as God the 
Almighty, my name Adonai I did not make 
4 known to them . 2 And the covenant I made 
with them was that I would give them the 


land of Chanaan, their dwelling-place 
then, but not their home. And now the 5 
complaints of the Israelites under their 
Egyptian oppressors have reached my 
ears, and I am reminded of this covenant. 
Tell the sons of Israel, I am the Lord, and 6 
I mean to release you from your prison- 
house in Egypt, to set you free from your 
slavery, to buy you back for myself, with 
my arm uplifted in signal acts of redress. 
Then I will make you my own people, and 7 
will be your God; you will learn to acclaim 
the Lord as your God, that Lord who has 
brought you out of your Egyptian prison- 
house, that Lord who made good his pro- a 
mise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, led you 
back to your dwelling-place, and made it 
your home. All this Moses repeated to the 9 
Israelites, but they, in their bitterness of 
heart and the misery of their bondage, 
would not listen to him. And when the 10 
Lord sent Moses to bid Pharao, king of n 
Egypt, let the sons of Israel go, Moses told 
the Lord to his face, The Israelites will 
not listen to me; what hope is there that 12 
Pharao will listen to me? A man, more¬ 
over, so tongue-tied . 3 

When the Lord spoke to Moses and 13 
Aaron, giving them a message to the Is¬ 
raelites and to the Egyptian king, Pharao, 
and bidding them lead the sons of Israel 
away out of Egypt, these were the heads of 14 
families that had left their names to clans. 
From Ruben, Israel’s first-born, came 
Henoch, Phallu, Hesron and Charmi. 
From Simeon came Jamuel, Jamin, 15 
Ahod, Jachin, Soar, and Saul (the son of 
a Chanaanite woman). From Levi came 16 
the three clans of Gerson, Caath, and 
Merari. (Levi lived to the age of a hundred 
and thirty-seven.) From Gerson, the two n 
famili es of Lobni and Semei. From Caath, 10 
Amram, Isaar, Hebron and Oziel. (Caath 
lived to the age of a hundred and thirty- 
three.) From Merari, Moholi and Musi. 19 
Such were the families descended from 
Levi. 

Amram married a kinswoman of his 20 
called Jochabed, who bore him two sons, 
Aaron and Moses. (Amram lived to the 
age of a hundred and thirty-seven.) From 21 


1 The last clause in this verse means, according to the Latin, ‘wrong is being done to this people of 
thine’, meaning Israel. The Hebrew text probably means, ‘The fault lies with thy own people’, meaning 
the Egyptians. 2 * Adonai * ; rather, as the Hebrew text shews, * Yahweh The Latin here, confusingly 

has substituted another divine title, which has the literal meaning of ‘the Lord’; see note on 3. 14 
above. 3 ‘A man so tongue-tied'; literally, ‘a man of uncircumcised Ups’, and so in verse 29 below. 
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The Plague of Blood in the Rivers 

Isaar came Core, Nepheg, and Zechri, 

22 from Oziel, Misael, Elisaphan and Sethri. 

23 Aaron’s wife was Elisabeth, daughter to 
Aminadab and sister to Nahasson, and the 
sons she bore him were called Nadab, 

24 Abiu, Eleazar and Ithamar. And Core’s 
sons were called Aser, Elcana and Abia- 
saph; those were the divisions of the Corite 

25 clan. Meanwhile Aaron’s son Eleazar 
married one of the daughters of Phutiel, 
and become the father of Phinees. Such 
were the heads of the Levite families that 
gave their names to clans. 

26 It was these two, Aaron and Moses, who 
had orders from the Lord to lead the Is¬ 
raelites away, in their full muster, out of 

27 Egypt; and it was these two, Moses and 
Aaron, who bade Pharao, king of Egypt, 
let them leave his country, at the time we 

28 are speaking of. It was to Moses the Lord 

29 said, there in Egypt, I am the Lord, repeat 
to Pharao king of Egypt all this message 

30 of mine, but Moses hung back and asked 
the Lord to his face, How should Pharao 
listen to me, tongue-tied as I am? 

And the Lord said to Moses, It is 
my will that thou shouldst be a divine 
oracle to Pharao, 1 with thy brother for 

2 spokesman; Aaron will receive my com¬ 
mands from thee, and repeat them to him, 
bidding him let the Israelites depart from 

3 his country; but I, meanwhile, will harden 
Pharao’s heart. Many signs, many por¬ 
tents will I give in this land of Egypt, and 

4 still he will not listen. Then Egypt shall 
feel the weight of my hand, and I will de¬ 
liver the Israelites, my army, my people, 
out of Egypt, with signal acts of redress. 

5 All Egypt shall know that it was I, the 
Lord, who raised my hand against it, and 
brought out the sons of Israel from its 

6 midst. This command of the Lord was 
faithfully carried out by Moses and Aaron; 

7 they did all he bade them do. Moses was 
eighty years old, and Aaron eighty-three, 
when they gave Pharao their message. 

8 And now the Lord said to Moses and 

9 Aaron, When Pharao asks you to shew 
him signs of your mission, thou, Moses, 
shalt bid thy brother take up his staff and 
cast it down in Pharao’s presence; it will 

10 turn into a serpent. So Moses and Aaron 
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gained Pharao’s audience and did as the 
Lord had bidden them; Aaron brought out 
his staff in the presence of Pharao and his 
court, and it turned into a serpent. At this, n 
Pharao summoned his diviners and ma¬ 
gicians, who, in their turn, uttered secret 
spells in the Egyptian language and did the 
like; each man’s staff, when he cast it 12 
down, turned into a serpent; but the staff 
of Aaron devoured them. Meanwhile, 13 
Pharao’s heart was hardened, so that he 
would not obey the Lord’s will and heed 
their warning . 1 

Then the Lord said to Moses, Pharao’s 14 
heart is still obdurate, he does not mean 
to let my people go. Betake thyself to him 15 
to-morrow morning; thou wilt find that 
he is walking by the water side, and there 
on the bank of the river, thou shalt meet 
him. Thou wilt be carrying the staff which 
turned into a serpent, and this shall be thy 16 
message to him: The Lord God of the 
Hebrews sent me to bid thee let his people 
go and offer him sacrifices in the desert, 
and hitherto thou hast refused to listen. 
And now the Lord has a new message for 17 
thee, to convince thee that he is indeed the 
Lord. When I strike the water of the river 
with this staff I carry, it will turn into 
blood; the fishes in the river will die, till 18 
its waters are full of corruption; it will go 
hard with the Egyptians if they are for 
drinking river water. Then the Lord gave 19 
Moses a message for Aaron, Take up thy 
staff, and stretch thy hand out over the 
waters of Egypt; all their rivers and chan¬ 
nels and marshes and pools of water. All 
must turn into blood; blood in every 
bucket and pitcher, all over Egypt. So 20 
Moses and Aaron did as the Lord had 
bidden them; Aaron lifted up his staff and 
struck the waters of the river in the pre¬ 
sence of Pharao and his court, and the 
river turned to blood. All the fishes in the 21 
river died, and its waters stank, so that the 
Egyptians could not drink river water any 
longer, and there was blood all over the 
land of Egypt. But the Egyptian magicians 22 
did as much with spells of their own; and 
Pharao’s heart was still hardened, still he 
would not obey the Lord’s will and heed 
their warning. He turned away and went 23 
home, paying no more attention to them 


1 A c ^ v 4 i nc orac ^ e literally, ‘a God*. 2 The Hebrew text probably means, ‘He refused, just as the 
.Lord had foretold, to heed their warning’. So also in verse 22 below, and elsewhere. 
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24 than before. Meanwhile, all the Egyptians 
had to dig wells round about the banks, 
since they could not drink any water from 
33 the river itself. So passed the first week 
after the Lord smote the river. 

8 Then the Lord bade Moses present 
himself before Pharao with this mes¬ 
sage from him , Give my people leave to go 
2 and offer me sacrifice; if thou dost refuse, 
I mean to plague thy whole country with 
3 frogs. The river shall swarm with frogs, 
.which will come up out of it and find their 
way into thy palace, into thy bed-chamber, 
into thy bed itself; and so with all thy 
servants and all thy people, with thy ovens 
4 and thy larders; neither thou nor thy ser¬ 
vants nor thy people will be able to keep 
s the frogs out. Then the Lord would have 
Moses tell Aaron to stretch out his hand 
over river and channel and marsh, and 
6 bring up frogs all over Egypt; so Aaron 
stretched out his hand over all the waters 
of Egypt, and the frogs came up till the 
7 whole land of Egypt was full of them. But 
the magicians, too, did as much with their 
spells; to fill Egypt with frogs was not 
beyond their powers. 

8 So Pharao summoned Moses and Aaron, 

and bade them entreat the Lord to rid him 
and his people of the frogs, promising that 
he would let the Israelites go and offer God 
9 sacrifice. Appoint a time, then, Moses said 
to him at which I shall pray for thee and 
thy servants and thy people, asking that 
the frogs may be driven away from thee 
and them, and no longer be found any- 
10 where but in the river. To-morrow, said 
he, and Moses answered, I will do what 
thou hast said, to let thee know that there 
is no other God like this Lord of ours; 
11 thou and thy palace and thy servants and 
thy people shall be rid of the frogs, and 
they will remain in the river, nowhere else. 
13 So Moses and Aaron went out from 
Pharao’s presence, and Moses asked the 
Lord to grant what he had promised 
13 Pharao about the frogs. His prayer was 
answered; in house and farm and country- 
14 side all the frogs died, and must be col¬ 
lected in great heaps; the whole land stank 
with them. 

15 As soon as Pharao found that a respite 


The Plagues of Frugs, Gnats y and Flies 

was granted him, he steeled his heart 
against the Lord’s will, and would not heed 
their warning. So the Lord would have 16 
Moses tell Aaron to hold out his staff and 
strike the dust on the ground with it, to 
bring gnats upon the whole land of Egypt. 
The command was obeyed; and when u 
Aaron stretched out his hand, with the 
staff in it, and smote the dust on the 
ground, gnats settled on man and beast; 
all over Egypt the dust on the ground 
turned to gnats. When the magicians tried 1 b 
to do as much with their spells, they found 
they could not, but still the gnats came and 
settled on man and beast, till the magicians 19 
told Pharao, This is God’s handiwork; 
but Pharao’s heart was hardened, and still 
he would not listen to them, or obey the 
Lord’s will. 

So the Lord said to Moses, Rise up 20 
early, and present thyself before Pharao; 
thou wilt find he has gone out to the water 
side. Give him this message from the 
Lord, Let my people go and offer me sacri¬ 
fice; if thou dost not send them on their 21 
way, I will send on thee, thy servants, thy 
people, and the houses in thy land, flies of 
all sorts; 1 flies of every kind shall swarm 
in the houses of the Egyptians, and all over 
the land in which they dwell. But I will 22 
shew signal favour to the land of Gessen, 
where my own people dwell, sparing it 
from the flies; am I not Lord in every part 
of the earth? My people shall not fare as 23 
thine; to-morrow shall see this portent 
happen. And the Lord carried out his 24 
threat; into the houses of Pharao and his 
servants and upon all the land of Egypt 
came a grievous swarm of flies, such a 
swarm as tainted the whole land by its 
presence. 

Then Pharao summoned Moses and 25 
Aaron to him; Go and sacrifice to your 
God, he said, but here, in this land. That 26 
may not be, said Moses; do we not sacrifice 
to the Lord what the Egyptians worship? 

If we are seen slaughtering the very beasts 
which the Egyptians hold sacred, they will 
stone us. We will do what the Lord bade 27 
us do, go out three days’ march into the 
desert and offer him sacrifice there. Then 28 
Pharao said, You shall go and sacrifice to 
the Lord your God in the desert, provided 


1 ‘Flies of all sorts'; this rendering is perhaps due to a faulty understanding of the Septuagint Greek; 
the sense of the Hebrew text seems to be ‘swarms (of flies)’. 
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it is no long distance away; now go and use 

29 your prayers on my behalf. When I leave 
thy presence, said Moses, I will pray to the 
Lord, and to-morrow Pharao and his ser¬ 
vants and his people shall be rid of the 
flies; only do not play us false again by 
holding the people back from their sacri- 

30 flee. So Moses left Pharao’s presence, and 
prayed to the Lord, and what he had pro- 

31 mised, the Lord granted, ridding Pharao 
and his servants and his people of the flies, 

32 until not one was left. But the heart of 
Pharao was still obdurate, and once more 
he would not let the people go. 

9 Then the Lord bade Moses present 
hims elf before Pharao with this mes¬ 
sage from the Lord, the God of the He¬ 
brews; Give my people leave to go and 
2 offer me sacrifice. If ihou dost still refuse, 

3 wouldst still keep them in thy power, then 
my hand shall be felt all through this 
countryside; a most grievous plague shall 
fall upon horse and ass and camel, on oxen 
4 and sheep. And I will make a signal dif¬ 
ference between the lands of Israel and the 
lands of the Egyptians; the Israelites will 
5 not lose any of their possessions at all. And 
the Lord has appointed his own time for 
it; To-morrow, he says, the Lord will 
6 carry out this threat against thy land. So, 
next day, the Lord did as he had threat¬ 
ened ; everywhere the beasts belonging to 
the Egyptians died, and the Israelites did 
7 not lose one. Pharao himself sent to make 
enquiry, and found that no beast belonging 
to the Israelites had died. But still Pharao’s 
heart was obdurate, and he would not let 
the people go. 

s So the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 
Take handfuls of ashes from the oven, and 
let Moses sprinkle them in the air in 
9 Pharao’s presence. They will turn to a 
dust that falls everywhere in the land of 
Egypt, and everywhere ulcers and boils 
10 shall break out on man and beast. So they 
took ashes from the oven into Pharao’s 
presence, and Moses sprinkled them in the 
air; and ulcers and bods broke out on man 
1 1 and beast, so that even the magicians could 
not present themselves before Pharao, 


EXODUS 

such pain they had, like all Egypt, from 
the ulcers. But the Lord hardened 12 
Pharao’s heart so that he would not listen 
to them; all fell out as the Lord had pro¬ 
phesied to Moses. 

And now the Lord bade Moses rise up 13 
early in the morning, and present himself 
before Pharao with this message from the 
Lord, the God of the Hebrews: Let my 
people go and offer me sacrifice. I am 14 
taking occasion now to send all my plagues 
upon thy person , 1 and thy servants, and 
thy people, to shew thee that none on earth 
has power like mine. Were I to stretch out 15 
my hand and smite thee and thy people 
with pestilence , 1 earth would see no more 
of thee. But no, this is the very reason why 16 
I have made thee what thou art, so as to 
give proof, in thee, of my power, and to let 
my name be known all over the earth. So n 
thou wouldst still play the tyrant with my 
people, and refuse them leave to go away? 
To-morrow, then, at this hour, I will pour 18 
down such a fierce storm of hail as Egypt 
has never known, from the first day of her 
existence to this. Lose no time in sending 19 
word to have thy cattle brought in, and all 
that thou hast out of doors; men and cattle 
and all else that is left in the open, not 
brought under shelter, will die when the 
hail falls upon it. Some of Pharao’s ser- 20 
vants were struck with awe at the Lord’s 
threat, and made their servants and their 
cattle take refuge within doors; others paid 21 
no heed to the message the Lord had sent, 
and left their servants and their cattle in 
the open. 

Then the Lord said to Moses, Stretch 22 
out thy hand towards heaven, so that hail 
may fail all over the land of Egypt, on man 
and beast and every growing thing the soil 
of Egypt produces. So Moses Lifted up his 23 
staff towards heaven, and the Lord sent 
thunder and hail and fire that ran along the 
ground; all over the land of Egypt the Lord 
showered down hail. The hail drove on, 24 
and fire mingled with the hail; never was 
such hail seen anywhere in Egypt since its 
people became a people. And throughout 25 
the land this hail smote all that was left in 
the open, man or beast; smote upon all the 


I am taking occasion now to send all my plagues *; literally, * this time I am sending alJ my plagues but 
it is difficult to see the force of the words unless they mean (as we should say nowadays) ‘while I am about 
it, I mean to send all my plagues’. 2 Some would interpret, ‘I will stretch out my hand’ etc., but 

no pestilence is mentioned among the judgements which follow, and it is clear that Pharao himself was 
still alive when the Exodus took place. 
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soil yielded, and broke down every wild 

26 tree. Only in the land of Gessen, where 
the Israelites dwelt, no hail fell. 

27 So Pharao had Moses and Aaron sum¬ 
moned to his presence; Thus far, he said, 
I have done wrong; the Lord has justice 
on his side, the guilt lies with me and my 

28 people. Pray to the Lord that these hea¬ 
venly thunders, this hail, may cease; then 
I will let you go, and not keep you waiting 

29 here any longer. And Moses answered. 
When I leave the city I will spread out my 
hands in prayer to the Lord; the thunders 
will cease, and there will be no more hail, 
to prove to thee that the Lord rules the 

30 earth. But thou and thy people, I know it 
well, have not learned to fear the Lord God 

31 even now. (The flax and the barley had 
been spoiled; the barley was ripening, and 

32 the flax already in the pod. But no harm 
was done to the late crops, the wheat and 

33 the spelt.) When Moses left Pharao and 
the dty, he stretched out his hands to the 
Lord; whereupon the thunder and the hail 
ceased, and no more rain fell on the land. 

34 And Pharao, seeing that rain and hail and 

35 thunder were past, added sin to sin; his 
heart and those of his servants were dull 
and hardened beyond belief, and he would 
not let the Israelites go; the Lord’s warning 
through Moses went unheeded. 

So the Lord said to Moses, Gain 
admission, now, to Pharao’s pre¬ 
sence; I have hardened both his own heart 
and the hearts of his servants, so that he 

2 shall be a signal proof of my power. It is 
a story thou shalt repeat in the hearing of 
thy children and thy children’s children, 
how I crushed the Egyptians, what por¬ 
tents I did amongst them, and you shall 
know, all of you, what manner of God 

3 you serve. So Moses and Aaron gained 
Pharao’s audience, and brought him this 
message from the Lord, the God of the 
Hebrews, Wilt thou never learn to bow to 
my will? Give my people leave to go and 

4 offer me sacrifice. If thou dost refuse to 
let them go, then to-morrow I am sending 

5 the locust to invade thy territory, covering 
the face of the ground till it is lost to sight, 
devouring all that the hail has left, eating 
away all the trees that grow in the country- 

6 side. Locusts shall lie thick in all the 


The Plagues of Hail and of Locusts 

houses that belong to thee, and thy ser¬ 
vants, and all the Egyptians; such a swarm 
as father or grandfather of thine has never 
seen in all their time. With that, Moses 
turned away, and left Pharao’s presence. 

And now Pharao’s servants said to him, 7 
Shall we never be rid of this thorn in our 
sides? Let the men go, and sacrifice to the 
Lord their God if they will. Canst thou 
not see for thyself that Egypt is a ruined 
country? So they brought Moses and 8 
Aaron back into tie presence of Pharao, 
who said to them. Go and sacrifice to the 
Lord your God if you will. How many 9 
will you take with you? We must take our 
children with us, answered Moses, and the 
old as well; our sons and daughters, our 
flocks and our herds; it is a solemn festival 
of the Lord our God. As you hope for the 10 
Lord’s mercy, cried Pharao, you shall not 
go thus, taking your children with you .Who 
can doubt there is mischief brewing here? 
That will not serve; you that are grown n 
men shall go and sacrifice to the Lord; that 
is all you asked for. And with that they 
were driven away from Pharao’s presence. 

Then the Lord bade Moses stretch out 12 
his hand over Egypt, to make the locusts 
swarm over it and devour all the growing 
thing s that had outlived the hail. So 13 
Moses stretched out his staff over Egypt; 
and the Lord made a sirocco blow all that 
day and that night. 1 When morning came, 
the sirocco carried locusts with it; and m 
these invaded all the land of Egypt, settling 
upon its whole extent in such numbers as 
had never been seen before, nor shall be 
hereafter. They covered the whole face of 15 
the ground, laying everything waste; de¬ 
voured all the growing things which the 
soil produced, and all the fruit which the 
hail had left on the trees; no green was to 
be found on tree or plant all over Egypt. 
Upon this, Pharao sent for Moses and 16 
Aaron with all haste; I have wronged you, 
he said, you and this Lord of yours; but 17 
forgive me this once, and pray the Lord 
your God to rid me of this deadly plague. 

So Moses went out from Pharao’s pre- ib 
sence, and prayed to the Lord; who there¬ 
upon sent a violent west wind, that caught 19 
up the locusts and swept them away into 
the Red Sea; not one was left in the whole 
land of Egypt. 



1 ‘A sirocco’; in the Hebrew text, ‘an cast wind’. 
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EXODUS 


The Plague of Darkness; the last Plague announced 


20 But still the Lord hardened Pharao’s 
heart, and he would not let the Israelites 

21 go. So the Lord said to Moses, Stretch 
out thy hand towards heaven, to bring 
darkness over the land of Egypt, darkness 

22 so thick that it can be felt. And when 
Moses stretched out his hand towards 
heaven, all over the land of Egypt utter 

23 darkness fell; for three days no one caught 
sight of his neighbour’s face, or moved 
from where he was. But wherever sons of 

24 Israel dwelt, the light shone. Then Pharao 
had Moses and Aaron summoned; Go and 
sacrifice to the Lord, he said, and take your 
children with you, only leave your flocks 

25 and herds behind. But Moses said. Nay, 
thou must let us take victims with us, if 
we are to offer the Lord our God bumt- 

26 sacrifice. All our flocks must go with us, 
not a hoof but shall take the road; we shall 
need them for the worship of the Lord our 
God. We cannot tell what kind of offering 
we must make, until we reach the place 
itself. 

27 But the Lord hardened Pharao’s heart, 

28 and he would not let them go. Depart 
from me, Pharao said to Moses, and take 
good care thou dost not come into my pre¬ 
sence any more; if I see thee again, that 

29 day shall be thy last. It shall be as thou 
sayest, Moses answered; I will not come 
into thy presence any more. 

U The Lord had told Moses, I mean 
to send one more plague on Pharao, 
and Egypt with him; after that he will let 
you go, nay, he will drive you out with all 
2 eagerness. Give the word, then, to all the 
people, men and women alike, that they 
are to claim gold and silver trinkets from 
3 their neighbours; the Lord will let you 
have your way with the Egyptians. 1 

Sore adread of Moses the Egyptians 
were, both Pharao’s servants and all the 
4 people. And now he said, The Lord sends 
you this message: At midnight I will make 
3 my way through the midst of Egypt, and 
with that every first-born thing in the land 
of Egypt will die, whether it be the first¬ 
born of Pharao, where he sits on his throne, 
or the first-born of the slave-woman work¬ 
ing at the mill; all the first-bom, too, of 


your cattle. All over the land of Egypt 6 
there shall be loud lament, such as never 
was yet, never shall be again. But where i 
the Israelites dwell, all shall be still, man 
and beast, not a dog shall howl; you will 
know at last how signal a difference the 
Lord makes between Egypt and Israel. 
Then all these servants of thine shall come s 
bowing down to me in entreaty, praying 
to be rid of me, and of all the people under 
my command; and when that happens, we 
will depart. So he left Pharao’s presence, 9 
full of anger. It was a true word the Lord 
had said to Moses, Pharao will refuse you 
a hearing, to give occasion for those many 
signs I mean to do in Egypt. Moses and 10 
Aaron had done all the miracles here re¬ 
corded, all in Pharao’s presence, and still 
the Lord hardened Pharao’s heart, and he 
would not let the Israelites leave his 
country. 

It was while they were still in the 
land of Egypt that the Lord said 
to Moses and Aaron, For you, this month 2 
is to lead in all the months, to be the first 
month of the year. Make this proclama- 3 
tion to the whole assembly of Israel: On 
the tenth day of this month, each family, 
each household, is to choose out a yearling 
for its own use. Or, if there are not \ 
enough of them to eat a whole lamb, the 
head of the family must call in some neigh¬ 
bour who lives close by, so that a lamb shall 
not be too much for their needs. It must 5 
be a male yearling lamb, or a male yearling 
kid, that you choose, with no blemish on 
it. These victims must be kept ready till 6 
the fourteenth day of the month, and on 
the evening of that day the whole people 
of Israel must immolate. 2 They must take 7 
some of the blood, and sprinkle it on the 
doorway, jambs and lintel alike, of the 
house in which the lamb is being eaten. 
Their meat that night must be roasted b 
over the fire, their bread unleavened; wild 
herbs must be all their seasoning. No part 9 
must be eaten raw, or boiled, it must be 
roasted over the fire; head, feet, and en¬ 
trails, all must be consumed, so that no- 10 
thing remains till next day; whatever is 
left over, you must put in the fire and bum 



1 Venes 1- 3 seem awkwardly placed, so as to interrupt what appears to be one continuous narrative 
describing one continuous interview, io. 24—11. 8. 2 The Hebrew text has ‘between the evenings’, 

it is not clear in what sense. 
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Origin of the Pasch; the Death of the First-born 


EXODUS 

11 it. And this is to be the manner of your 
eating it; your loins must be girt, your feet 
ready shod, and every man’s staff in his 
hand; all must be done in haste. It is the 
night of the Pasch, the Lord’s passing by; 1 

12 the night on which I will pass through the 
land of Egypt, and smite every first-bom 
thing in the land of Egypt, man and beast 
alike; so I will give sentence on all the 

13 powers of Egypt, 2 1 , the Lord. The blood 
on the houses that shelter you will be your 
badge; at sight of the blood, I will pass you 
by, and there shall be no scourge of calamity 
for you when I smite the land of Egypt. 

14 You are to observe this day as a me¬ 
morial of the past, a day when you keep 
holiday in the Lord’s honour, generation 
after generation; a rite never to be abro- 

ij gated. For a whole week you will eat 
unleavened bread; from the first day of it, 
yeast is to disappear from your houses, and 
the man who eats any leavened thing be¬ 
tween the first day and the seventh, is lost 

16 to Israel. 3 That first day shall be solemnly 
set apart, and the seventh observed with 
no less honour; on neither of them shall 
you do any work, except to prepare your 

17 food. Mark well this day of unleavened 
bread; for this is the day on which I will 
lead your whole muster away out of Egypt, 
and you are to observe it, generation after 
generation, a rite never to be abrogated. 

i b From evening on the fourteenth day of the 
first month to evening on the twenty-first 
day of it, the bread you eat must be un- 

19 leavened; no yeast to be found in any 
house for a whole week. If anyone, stranger 
or native, eats leavened bread during that 

20 time, there is one soul lost to Israel. There 
must be no food cooked with yeast; there 
must be no house in which leavened bread 
is eaten. 

21 Thereupon Moses called the elders of 
Israel together, and gave them the com¬ 
mand : Set about choosing victims for each 
family to immolate at the paschal feast. 

i2 Take bunches of hyssop, too, and dip them 
in the blood which stands at your doors, 
and sprinkle it over the doorway, lintel and 
jambs alike. None of you must cross the 
threshold of his house till morning comes. 


The Lord will pass on his way smiting 23 
down the Egyptians, and when he sees the 
blood on the lintel and the jambs of a door¬ 
way he will pass by that house, and will not 
let the destroying angel enter your homes 
to do them injury. And this command is 24 
to be kept as an observance by you and 
your sons for ever. When you reach the 25 
land which the Lord will give you in 
accordance with his promise, you are to 
keep these ceremonies alive; and if your 26 
children ask, What is the meaning of this 
rite? then you shall tell them, This is the 27 
victim that marked the Lord’s passing-by, 
when he passed by the houses of the Is¬ 
raelites in Egypt, smiting only the Egyp¬ 
tians, and leaving our homes exempt. Upon 
hearing this, the whole people bowed 
down in worship, and the Israelites went 28 
away to carry out the divine commands 
which Moses and Aaron had received. 

Then, at midnight, the Lord’s stroke 29 
fell; fell on every first-born thing in the land 
of Egypt, whether it were the first-born of 
Pharao, where he sat on his throne, or the 
first-born of some captive woman where 
she lay in her dungeon; all the first-born, 
too, of their cattle. So Pharao and all his 30 
servants and all Egypt rose up at dead of 
night, and all over Egypt there was loud 
lament; in every house a man lay dead. 
And it was still night when Pharao sent for 31 
Moses and Aaron, and said to them, Up, 
out of my kingdom, you and all the people 
of Israel with you; go and offer this Lord 
of yours the sacrifice you spoke of. You 32 
shall have your way, and take your flocks 
and herds with you; leave me only your 
blessing, and begone. 

The Egyptians, too, urged the people to 33 
hasten their departure; We are dead men 
else, they said. So the Israelites carried 34 
away the dough in their kneading-troughs 
before they had time to leaven it, tying it 
up in cloths and carrying it on their 
shoulders. Nor did they forget to do what 35 
Moses had bidden them; they asked the 
Egyptians for gold and silver trinkets, and 
a great store of garments. And the Lord 36 
let his people have their way with the 
Egyptians, cl aimin g as they would; so 


1 ‘The Pasch’; the Vulgate here, and in the Old Testament generally, transliterates the Hebrew name 
of this feast as ‘Phase’. The alternative form ‘pasch’ is given here as being more familiar to the modem 
reader, and universal in the Vulgate rendering of the New Testament. * ‘The powers’; literally, 

‘the gods’, but it seems possible that H uman powers are meant, cf. note on Ex. 21. 6 below. 3 ‘Lost 

to Israel’; cf. note on Gen. 17. 14. 
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The Israelites leave Egypt by Night 

37 they took toil of Egypt. The Israelites, 
then, set out from Ramesses to Socoth, 
about six hundred thousand men on the 

39 march, not reckoning in the children; and 
with them a mingled array of other folk, 
past counting; they had flocks and herds, 
too, and beasts of all kinds, in great num- 

39 bers. For cooking they used the dough 
which they had brought with them all the 
way from Egypt, making girdle-cakes 
without any yeast in them; they had had 
no time to leaven it, no chance of making 
provision for their journey, with the Egyp¬ 
tians eagerly bidding them begone, and 

40 allowing them no respite. It was four 
hundred and thirty years since the Is- 

41 raelites had first dwelt in Egypt; at the end 
of that time, the whole muster of the Lord’s 
people left Egypt in a single day. 

42 It is a night for keeping vigil in the 
Lord’s honour, this night when he led 
them away out of the land of Egypt; the 
sons of Israel, age after age, must needs 

43 observe it. And these are the rules for 
keeping the Pasch, as the Lord gave them 
to Moses and Aaron. No alien is to partake 

44 of it; a slave acquired by purchase may do 

45 so, if he will be circumcised, but not a 

46 foreign resident, not a hired servant. All 
of it must be eaten under the same roof; 
you must not take any of the victim’s flesh 
elsewhere, or break it up into joints. 1 

47 Every Israelite is bound to keep the ob- 

48 servance. If any stranger that lives among 
you wishes to be of your company, and to 
eat the pasch, all the males of his house¬ 
hold must be circumcised before he can 
lawfully celebrate the rite. That done, he 
takes rank as an inhabitant of the country; 
whereas the uncircumcised are not allowed 

49 to partake of it. Native-born, or foreign 
resident, the same rules are binding on 
everyone. 

50 So all the sons of Israel carried out the 
divine commands Moses and Aaron had 

51 received; and that same day the Lord led 
them away out of the land of Egypt, com¬ 
pany by company. 

And this was another command 
the Lord gave to Moses: Dedicate 
to me every first-born thing that Israel 


EXODUS 

yields, whether it be man or beast, the 
first-fruits of every womb; all these are 
forfeit to me. 

And now Moses said to the people, 3 
To-day you have left Egypt, your prison- 
house, and it is the Lord’s constraining 
power that has won you your freedom; 
mark out this day by eating no bread that 
has leaven in it, this day of early spring 4 
which sees your departure. When the Lord 5 
has given thee a home in the land of Cha- 
naanite and Hethite, the Amorrhite, 
Hevite and Jebusite, that land, all milk and 
honey, which he promised thy fathers he 
would give thee, thou shalt keep alive, this 
month, the old custom. For a whole week 6 
thou shalt eat unleavened bread, and the 
seventh day of it shall be kept as a feast in 
the Lord’s honour. During those seven 7 
days you shall eat, all of you, bread without 
yeast in it; nothing leavened shall be seen 
anywhere within the frontiers of thy do¬ 
main. And thou shalt tell thy children in a 
those after times all the Lord did for thee 
when thou madest thy escape from Egypt. 
This custom is to endure like a mark 9 
branded on the hand, to be kept in view 
like a badge worn on the forehead; the law 
of the Lord shall be continually on thy 
lips; was it not the Lord’s constraining 
power that rescued thee from Egypt? 
Thou shalt keep it alive, year after year, to 
when the appointed time comes round. 

And when the Lord has made good his 11 
promise to thee and to thy fathers, by 
bringing thee into the Chanaanite land and 
giving it to thee for thy own, thou shalt 12 
dedicate to the Lord the first-born of every 
womb, the first-fruits of all thy cattle; 
every such thing, if it be of the male sex, 
is forfeit to him. When an ass has its first 13 
foal, thou shalt offer a sheep in payment 
of its ransom; if not, it must be killed. 2 
And every first-bom man child of thy own 
race shall have a price paid for his ransom. 
When, in after times, thy sons ask thee 14 
what is the meaning of this, thou shalt tell 
them how the Lord’s constraining power 
rescued you from your prison-house in 
Egypt; how Pharao’s heart was hardened, 15 
and he would not let you go free, until the 
Lord slew every first-born male thing, 



Or break it up into joints’; literally, ‘no bone of it shall be broken’; cf. Jn. 19. 36. 2 An ass 

eould not (Like a sheep or an ox) be offered in sacrifice; the first foal of a she-ass must have its neck broken 
(this is the meaning of the Hebrew verb), or else a sheep must be sacrificed in its stead. 
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EXODUS 

man or beast, in the land of Egypt- That 
(thou shalt say) is why I immolate to the 
Lord every first-born thing, the first-fruits 
of every womb, except among my own 
children; and for these I must pay ransom; 

16 this custom is to endure like a mark 
branded on the hand, to be kept in view 
like a badge worn on the forehead, to re¬ 
mind you, too, how the Lord’s constrain¬ 
ing power rescued us from Egypt. 

17 Tlius the people had Pharao’s leave to 
go on their way; but God did not lead 
diem by the nearest road, the road through 
Philistia. Here they would have found 
themselves met by armed resistance, and 
perhaps, in despair of their enterprise, re- 

18 turned to Egypt. He took them round, 
instead, through the desert which borders 
on the Red Sea; and yet the Israelites left 

19 Egypt in war-like array. Nor did Moses 
forget to take with him the body of Joseph, 
who had bound the sons of Israel by an 
oath to carry his bones away with them 

20 when God shewed mercy to them. Their 
first encampment after leaving Socoth was 
at Etham, on the very frontier of the desert. 

21 And the Lord went on before, to guide 
them on their journey; by day, in a pillar 
of cloud, by mght, in a pillar of fire; he 

22 was their guide at all times; every day a 
pillar of cloud, every night a pillar of fire 
moved on before the people. 

W Then the word of the Lord came 
to Moses, bidding him give the 
Israelites fresh orders. They were to turn 
back and encamp round Phihahiroth, be¬ 
tween Magdal and the sea, opposite Bed- 
sephon, pitching their tents dose to the 
3 western shore of the sea. 1 Pharao (the 
Lord told them) will think that the Is¬ 
raelites have no room to move, caught 
4 there in the desert; and I will harden his 
heart, so that he will give pursuit. Then 
I will win victory over Pharao and all his 
armies, and Egypt will learn to know me, 
the Lord, for what I am. 

The people did as they were bidden. 
5 And now, when the news of their escape 
reached the Egyptian court, Pharao and 
his servants changed their minds about the 
Israelites; What madness was this, they 


The Passage of the Red Sea; the Pursuit 

said, to let our slaves go free! So Pharao 6 
harnessed his chariot, and took all his 
troops with him; not only his best chariots, 7 
six hundred in number, but all that were 
to be found in Egypt, and all the captains 
of his army. Thus the Lord hardened the b 
heart of Pharao, king of Egypt, and he 
pursued the Israelites in the hour of their 
triumphant escape. All Pharao’s horses 9 
and chariots, and the whole of his army, 
followed close on the track of the fugitives, 
and came upon them where they lay en¬ 
camped by the sea, at Phihahiroth, op¬ 
posite Beelsephon. What fear fell upon the 10 
Israelites, how they cried out to the Lord, 
when they looked round at Pharao’s ap¬ 
proach, and saw the Egyptians close be¬ 
hind them! Were there no graves for us n 
in Egypt, they asked Moses, that thou hast 
brought us here, to die in the desert? Was 
it not ill done, to bring us away from Egypt 
at all? And did we not tell thee as much 12 
while we were still there? Leave us, we 
said, to our Egyptian bondage; better 
slavery here, than death in the desert. But 13 
Moses said to the people. Have no fear; 
wait patiently; the Lord means to do a 
miracle to-day under your eyes. The 
Egyptians you see now, you are seeing for 
the last time; they will disappear from 
your sight for ever. It is the Lord that will 14 
do battle for you; your part is silence. 

And the Lord’s word came to Moses, 15 
No need to cry to me for aid; bid the Is¬ 
raelites mar ch on. And do thou, mean- 16 
while, lift up thy staff, and stretch out thy 
han d over the sea, par ting it this way and 
that, so that the Israelites can walk through 
the midst of the sea dry-shod. Then I will 17 
harden Pharao’s heart, so that he will give 
pursuit, and I will win victory over Pharao 
and all his army, over his chariots and 
horsemen. Vain the chariot, vain the horse- 18 
man; I will teach the Egyptians to know 
me, the Lord, for what I am. And with 19 
that, God’s angel, that went on before the 
host of Israel, moved to their rear; the 
pillar of cloud, too, left its place in the van 
and came behind them. It stood there 20 
between the Egyptian camp and the camp 
of Israel, a cloud that shed light in the 
darkness, yet was itself deep mist, so that 


1 ‘Close to the western shore of the sea'; literally, ‘close to the sea facing it’, that is, Beelsephon. It is 
clear from the context that this place must have been to the east of the Red Sea, and Israel encamped 
on the shore just opposite, cut off from their line of flight. 
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The Song of Moses when the Egyptians 

neither army could approach the other all 

21 that night. Meanwhile, Moses stretched 
out his hand over the sea, and the Lord 
cleared it away from their path. All night 
a fierce sirocco blew, and the Lord turned 
the sea into dry land, the waters parting 

22 this way and that. 1 So the Israelites went 
through the midst of the sea dry-shod, 
with its waters towering up like a wall to 
right and left. 

23 And the Egyptians, still in pursuit, 
pressed on Ser them, all Pharao’s 
mounted troops, his chariots and horse¬ 
men, driving on through the midst of the 

*4 sea. It was already the first watch of the 
morning, when suddenly, through the 
pillar of fire and mist, the Lord looked 
down upon the Egyptians, and brought 

25 their army to its doom. He turned the 
wheels of their chariots aside, so that they 
drove through deep places, and the Egyp¬ 
tians began to say, Back, back! There is 
no facing Israel; the Lord is fighting on 

=6 their side against us. Then the Lord said 
to Moses, Stretch out thy hand over the 
sea, so that its waters shall recoil on the 
Egyptians, on all their chariots and their 

27 horsemen. And when Moses stretched 
out his hand towards the sea, at early 
dawn, it went back to its bed, so that its 
waters met the Egyptians in their flight, 
and the Lord drowned them ami d the 

2B waves. Back came the water, overwhelm¬ 
ing all the chariots and horsemen of 
Pharao’s army that had entered the sea in 

29 their pursuit; not a man escaped. But the 
sons of Israel made their way through the 
midst of the sea where it had parted, its 
waters towering like a wall to right and 
left. 

30 So the Lord rescued Israel that day 

31 from the assault of the Egyptians; and 
when they saw the dead Egyptians washed 
up on the shore, and the great defeat the 
Lord had inflicted upon them, the people 
learned to fear the Lord, putting their 
trust in him and in his servant Moses. 

Then Moses and the Israelites 
sang praise to the Lord, and this 
was their song: A psalm for the Lord, so 


EXODUS 

great he is and so glorious; horse and rider 
hurled into the sea! Who but the Lord is 2 
my protector, the pride of my song; who 
but the Lord has brought me deliverance? 
Shall I not praise him, my own God; shall 
I not extol him, the God of my father 
before me? The Lord, the warrior God, 3 
whose very name tells of omnipotence! 2 
That power could hurl Pharao’s chariots, a 
Pharao’s army, into the sea; drowned in 
the Red Sea, the flower of all his chivalry; 
the depths closed over them, and they 5 
sank to the bottom like a stone. How mag- 6 
nificent, Lord, is the strength of thy right 
hand; that right hand which has shattered 
the enemy! Against such majesty rose they 7 
but to fall; the hot breath of thy anger 
burnt them up like stubble. The waters 8 
were piled high through the blast of thy 
fury; the waves were still, at the sea’s heart 
the depths congealed. 

After them, seize them! the enemy 9 
cried; there will be spoils for all, to our 
heart’s content; now to unsheathe my 
sword, and deal the fatal blow! A breath 10 
from thee, and the sea closed over them; 
they sank in the raging waters like lead. 
What power is there, Lord, that can match 11 
thee? Who, as thou art, is august in holi¬ 
ness, who so worthy of fear and of praise, 
who so wonderful in his doings? Thou 12 
hadst but to stretch out thy hand, and the 
earth swallowed them up. 

Thy mercy had delivered Israel; thy 13 
mercy should be their guide; thy strong 
arms should carry them to the holy place 
where thou dwellest. The heathen raged 14 
in their hill-fastnesses; 3 anguish came 
upon Philistia’s citizens, the chieftains of is 
Edom were dismayed, the warriors of 
Moab overcome with fear; a numbness 
seized upon all that dwelt in Chanaan. 
Terror and dread must needs fall upon 16 
them; still as a stone, under the threat of 
thy powerful arm, they must watch thy 
people go by, thy ransomed people, Lord, 
go by unharmed. Entry thy people should 17 
have, and a home on the mountain thou 
claimest for thy own, the inviolable dwell¬ 
ing-place, Lord, thou hast made for thy¬ 
self, the sanctuary thy own hands have 


v s , ee 0n . 10 ■ I 3 - 2 ‘Whose very name tells of omnipotence’; in the Hebrew text, ‘his name 

is Yahweh . This was the divine name communicated to Moses in Ex. 3. 14; commonly in the Latin 
version this is translated ‘the Lord’, but here ‘the omnipotent’ as if to stress that it is a significant word, 
and not a mere title. 3 The Hebrew text has, * The nations heard and were afraid *; the Latin version, 
I he nations went up and were angry'; it is not clear in what sense. 
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The Israelites murmur against Moses and Aaron 


EXODUS 

18 fashioned! 1 The reign of the Lord will 

19 endure for ever and ever. To horse! cried 
Pharao, and swept chariots and horsemen 
on into the sea; and the Lord brought the 
waters of the sea back over them, while the 
sons of Israel went through the midst of 
it dry-shod. 1 

20 Hereupon Mary the prophetess, Aaron’s 
sister, 3 went out with a tambour in her 
hand, and all the women-folk followed 

21 her, with tambour and with dances, and 
took up from her the refrain, A psalm for 
the Lord, so great he is and so glorious; 
horse and rider hurled into the sea! 

22 And now Moses led Israel away from 
the Red Sea, and they went out into the 
desert of Sur, where they found no water 
in three days’ marching over waste ground. 

23 So they came to Mara, and even here they 
could not drink the water, so brackish it 
was to the taste; it was with good reason 
he called it Mara, for Mara means Bitter- 

24 ness. Here the people were loud in their 
complaints against Moses; What shall we 

25 do for water? they said. Whereupon he 
cried out to the Lord, and the Lord shewed 
him a tree whose wood turned the waters 
sweet when it was thrown into them. Here, 
too, he gave them laws and decrees to live 

26 by, 4 and issued this challenge to them: If 
thou wilt listen to the voice of the Lord 
thy God, his will doing, his word obeying, 
and all he bids thee observe, observing 
faithfully, never shall they fall on thee, the 
many woes brought on Egypt; I am 
the Lord, and it is health I bring thee. 

27 After this the Israelites came to Elim, 
where they found twelve springs of water 
and seventy palm-trees, and pitched their 
tents beside the water. 

Then, leaving Elim, the Israelite 
people marched to the desert of 
Sin, between Elim and Sinai. It was now 
the fifteenth day of the second month since 

2 they had left Egypt, and the Israelites, one 
and all, there in the desert, were loud in 


their complaints against Moses and Aaron. 

It would have been better, they told them, 3 
if the Lord had struck us dead in the land 
of Egypt, where we sat down to bowls of 
meat, and had more bread than we needed 
to content us. Was it well done to bring us 
out into this desert, and starve our whole 
company to death? But the Lord said to 4 
Moses, I mean to rain down bread upon 
you from heaven. It will be for the people 
to go out and gather enough for their needs 
day by day; and so I shall have a test, 
whether they are ready to follow my orders 
or not. Only when the sixth day comes 5 
must they lay in a store twice as large as 
they gathered on any of the others. 

So Moses and Aaron told all the people 6 
of Israel, This night shall bring proof it 
was the Lord that rescued you from Egypt, 
and to-morrow you shall witness his glory. 7 
He has heard your complaints against him¬ 
self—not against us, we are nothing. The h 
L ord (said Moses) means to give you meat 
for your food this evening, and bread to¬ 
morrow to your heart’s content. Not un¬ 
heard, the complaints you have brought 
against him; we count for nothing, it is the 
Lord’s dealings you complain of, not ours. 
And Moses would have Aaron summon 9 
the whole people into the Lord’s presence, 
that had heard them talk so rebelliously. 5 
Even as Aaron was speaking to the as- 10 
sembled Israelites, they looked round to¬ 
wards the desert, and saw the glory of the 
Lord revealed there in a cloud. And the n 
Lord said to Moses, This be thy answer 12 
to the rebel talk I hear: This evening you 
shall have meat, and bread to-morrow to 
your hearts’ content; will you doubt, then, 
that I am the Lord your God? 

Evening came, and brought with it a 13 
flight of quails, that settled in every part 
of the camp. And at morning, all about 
the camp, dew was lying; dew that covered 14 
the earth’s surface, there in the desert, 
powdered fine as if it had been brayed by 
a pestle, lying on the ground like hoar- 



1 Some of the verbs in this passage may refer either to the future or to the past and it has been suggested 
that it was added to the song at a later period, after the conquest of Chanaan. But it seems more natural 
to understand it as an anticipation, on the part of the Israelites, of an unlaborious victory over Chankan, 
which was in fact denied them. 2 Some regard this verse not as part of the song, but as an historical 

risuml leading up to verse 20. According to the Hebrew text, it was ‘the horses of Pharao’ that went 
into the sea; the Latin implies that Pharao himself went into the sea on horseback, but this is probably 
due to a textual error. 3 And sister, also, of Moses, but the mention of the elder brother’s name is 

a genealogical formality, cf. Gen. 36. 22. 4 ‘He gave them’; literally, ‘he gave it’, i.e. the people, 

or (Iese probably)‘he gave him’,i.e. Moses. 5 ‘S umm on. . .into the Lord’s presence’; here, as often, 

the word seems to have something of a legal sense; the Israelites are to be arraigned for their infidelity. 
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The Manna; Water miraculously given from the Rock 

15 frost. 1 The Israelites could not tell what the Lord’s gift to you, and if he gives you 
it was when they went to look at it; Man- a double allowance on the sixth day, it is 
hu, they said to one another. What is it? because you must all stay within doors. 
And Moses told them, This is the bread not leaving your homes, on the seventh? 
which the Lord has sent for your eating. So on the seventh day the people kept the 30 

16 And this is the command the Lord gives sabbath rest. 

you; everyone is to gather enough for his This food, which the Israelites called 31 
needs; a gomor a head is the measure he Man, was white in colour and looked like 
is to take up, just so much for each person coriander seed; its taste was like that of 

17 living in his tent. So the children of Israel flour mixed with honey. And now Moses 32 
did as they were bidden, gathering up one told them a fresh command he had had 
more, another less, and each of them from the Lord; he was to fill a gomor with 
measuring it by the measure of a gomor. it, and this was to be kept, so that later 

is The man who gathered more did not generations might know what kind of 
gather too much for his household, or the nourishment it was I gave them in the 
man who gathered less too little; each desert, when they had been rescued from 
gathered according to the number of the land of Egypt. Take a jar, Moses said 33 

19 mouths that must be filled. None of you, to Aaron, put into it as much of the manna 
Moses told them, must keep any of it for as a gomor measure will contain, and leave 

20 the morrow. Little heed they gave him, it to lie in the presence of the Lord, as a 
but when some of them left part of it over treasure for after ages to keep. Such was 34 
till morning, it bred worms and corrupted, the Lord’s command to Moses; so Aaron 
and Moses rebuked them for their dis- left the jar to lie in the tabernacle, where 

21 obedience. So, every morning, each man it was to be kept . 2 The Israelites fed on 3s 

gathered what would suffice for his needs; this manna for forty years, while they were 
whatever was left till the sun grew hot, far from the haunts of men; this was their 
melted away. nourishment until they reached the fron- 

22 When the sixth day came, they gathered tiers of Chanaan. (Note that the gomor 36 
a double allowance of two gomors a head, measures a tenth of a bushel.) 

And when this was reported to Moses by 

those who were in command of the people, H Then the whole people of Israel 

23 he told them, Why, that is the direction X l left the desert of Sin, moving on 
the Lord has given us. To-morrow is the from stage to stage as the Lord directed 
sabbath, a day of rest consecrated to the them, and encamped at Raphidim. But 
Lord; prepare all you need to prepare, here they had no water to drink, so they 2 
cook all you need to cook, for to-day, and turned upon Moses crying out, We have 

24 leave what is over for to-morrow. And nothing to drink; find water for us. Why 
when they did as Moses had bidden them, do you turn upon me? asked Moses. Will 
they found that what they had left over- you challenge the Lord? But the people, 3 
night did not corrupt or breed worms at thirsting for lack of water, grew loud in 

25 all. That is your food for to-day, Moses their complaints against Moses; Didst 
told them, because it is the Lord’s sabbath; thou bring us away from Egypt, they said, 
go out to-day, and you will find nothing, only to let us die here, with our children 

26 You have only six days to gather it in; you and our cattle, of thirst? Moses had re- 4 
will find none on the seventh, the Lord’s course to the Lord; What can be done 

27 day of rest forbids it. And sure enough, with them? he asked. A little more of this, 
when some of the people went out to gather and they will begin stoning me. So the 5 
it on the seventh day, they could find none. Lord bade Moses march out at the head 

28 Hereupon the Lord said to Moses, Will of the people, taking some of the elders of 
you never learn to do as my law commands Israel with him; and as he went, he was to 

29 you? Can you not see that the sabbath is carry in his hand the staff which he had 

1 Dew that covered the earth’s surface'; the Hebrew text has a different sense, ‘When the dew (or 
perhaps, the mist) had cleared, there lay in the desert (something) powdered fine’, etc. 1 ‘In the 

tabernacle ; according to the Hebrew text, ‘in face of the Law’, that is, of the two stone tablets kept 
in the Ark rhe sacred narrative seems here to anticipate; the command could not be carried out until the 
tabernacle had already been set up (chapter 40 below). 
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Victory over Amalec; Jethro's Visit to Moses 


EXODUS 

6 used to smite the river. I will meet thee, 
he said, at the rock of Horeb; thou hast 
but to smite that rock, and water will flow 
out of it, to give the people drink. All this 
Moses did, with the elders of Israel to 

7 witness it; and the name he gave to that 
place was Challenge , 1 because it was there 
the Israelites turned on him and chal¬ 
lenged the Lord, by asking whether the 
Lord still went with them or not. 

8 And while they were at Raphidim, the 
Amalecites came and offered the Israelites 

9 battle. So Moses said to Josue, Muster 
me an army, and go out to fight against 
Amalec; I will take my stand to-morrow 
on the hill top, with the miraculous staff 

10 in my hand. And Josue did as Moses bade 
him, going out to do battle with Amalec, 
while Moses, Aaron and Hur went up to 

11 the hill top. Whenever Moses lifted up his 
hands, Israel had the better of it; only 
when he rested for a little did the victory 

is go to Amalec. But now Moses’arms grew 
weary; so they found him a stone to sit on 
and bade him be seated on it; then, one 
on each side, Aaron and Hur kept his hands 
lifted up. In this way, the strength of his 

13 arms held out until set of sun, while Josue 
routed Amalec, and all the forces Amalec 

14 could rally, at the sword’s point. Put this 
on record in writing, the Lord said to 
Moses, and recite it in Josue’s hearing: 
I mean to efface the very name of Amalec 

15 from this earth. Moses, too, built an altar 
there, and called it The Lord raises me 

16 up; 2 and he cried out, Lift up your hands 
to the Lord’s throne! The Lord declares 
war against Amalec, for all ages to come. 3 

And now news reached Jethro, 
priest of Madian, Moses’ father- 
in-law, of all that God had done for Moses 
and for his people Israel, and how the Lord 

2 had rescued Israel from Egypt. So he 
brought Moses his wife Sephora (for 
Moses had sent her back home), and his 

3 two sons. The elder of these was called 
Gersam, because his father said, I have 

4 been a stranger, Ger, in an alien land, and 


the younger Eliezer, Help from God, be¬ 
cause, said Moses, the God of my father 
has helped me to escape from the power 
of Pharao. So, here in the desert, where 5 
he lay encamped close to God’s mountain, 
Moses was visited by his father-in-law 
Jethro, and his sons, and his wife. Jethro 6 
had sent word on to tell Moses who it was 
that came, and that he had Sephora and 
her two sons with him; so Moses went out 7 
to meet his father-in-law, bowing low and 
greeting him with a kiss, and words of 
peaceful welcome passed between them. 
Then, within the shelter of his tent, Moses 8 
told his father-in-law how the Lord had 
avenged Israel on Pharao and the Egyp¬ 
tians ; what hardships they had met on the 
journey, and how the Lord had sent them 
relief. The story of the Lord’s mercies to 9 
an oppressed people in delivering them 
from die power of Egypt rejoiced Jethro’s 
heart; Blessed be the Lord, he said, who 10 
has brought you deliverance when you lay 
in the power of Pharao and of the Egyp¬ 
tians ! Blessed be the Lord, who has put 
an end to your slavery in Egypt! Now I 11 
know for certain that the Lord is greater 
than all other gods! An ill day for the 
Egyp tians when they wronged you ! 4 So 12 
Moses’ father-in-law Jethro brought offer¬ 
ings and sacrificed to God; and Aaron, 
with all the elders of Israel, came to sit at 
meat with him, there in God’s presence. 

Next day, Moses was in his place de- 13 
ciding disputes among the people, who 
must stand there from morning till evening 
waiting for an audience with him; and m 
when Jethro saw how he busied himself 
over the people’s needs, he asked. What 
makest thou here among the people? Why 
dost thou sit there alone, with all the 
people waiting upon thee from morning 
till evening? They come to me, answered 15 
Moses, to find out what God’s decision is. 
Some dispute arises among them, and they 16 
come to me so that I may make a just 
award between them, tellihg them of the 
decrees which God issues, and of his law. 

It is ill conceived, said Jethro, this practice 17 



1 According to the Hebrew text, Moses gave the place two names, Challenge and Strife. 2 The 

meaning given in the Hebrew text is, * The Lord (is) my banner'. 3 Literally, ‘ the hand of the throne 

of the Lord, and the war of the Lord, will be against Amal ec from generation to generation’; the phrase 
would appear to imply the taking of a sol emn oath. The phrase given in the Hebrew text, ‘A hand on 
the throne of the Lora’ probably refers to the lifting up of the hand in attestation. 4 ‘An ill day for 

the Egyptians when they wronged you’; literally, ‘for the reason that they acted proudly against them’. 
The Hebrew text perhaps means ‘because in the very matter in which they acted proudly (he was) above 
them’, bat it seeme probable that it is slightly corrupt. 
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EXODUS 


Moses is called up on to Mount Sinai 


1 s of thine. Thou wilt wear out thy own 

strength, and the patience of this people 
that goes with thee, and to no purpose; it 
is beyond thy powers to sustain this office 

19 all alone. Here is a word of advice for thee; 
do but listen, and God will speed thee. 
Thy part is to be the representative of this 
people with God, referring all their affairs 

20 to him, prescribing to them rite and ob¬ 
servance, custom to be kept and duty to 

at be done. Meanwhile, choose out here and 
there among the people able men. God¬ 
fearing, lovers of truth and haters of gain 
ill won; put each of these in charge of a 
tribe, or of a hundred families, or fifty 

22 families, or ten. 1 These will administer 
justice to the people from day to day, refer¬ 
ring graver matters to thee, but deciding 
for themselves all that is of less moment. 
Share thy burden with others, and find 

23 relief; so thou wilt be able to carry out 
God’s commands, and endure the weight 
of all his claims upon thee, and yet all these 
folk will go home satisfied. 

24 Moses listened to all that he proposed, 

25 and carried it into effect. He chose out 
here and there among the Israelites active 
men, and made them rulers of the people, 
with the charge of a tribe, or a hundred 

26 families, or fifty families, or ten; and these 
administered justice to the people day after 
day, referring graver matters to him, and 
deciding for themselves all that was of less 

27 moment. And so he took leave of his 
father-in-law, who now went back to his 
own country. 

The third new moon was rising 
since they left the land of Egypt, 
on the day when the Israelites reached the 

2 wilderness of Sinai. 2 They set out from 
Raphidim, and marched all the way to the 
Sinai desert before they encamped, pitch¬ 
ing their tents there in full view of the 

3 mountain. Here Moses went up to meet 
God, and the voice of God came to him 
from the mountain, A message to the race 

4 of Jacob; to Israel’s sons proclaim it: You 
have seen for yourselves what I did to the 
Egyptians, how I carried you as if on 
eagle’s wings, and took you up into my 


care. Listen, then, to my voice, and keep s 
your covenant with me; and I, to whom 
all the earth belongs, will single you out 
among its peoples to be my own. You shall 6 
serve me as a royal priesthood, as a con¬ 
secrated nation; 3 tell the Israelites this. 

So, when Moses came back, he summoned i 
the elders of the people, and told them 
what message it was the Lord had en¬ 
trusted to him; whereupon the whole 8 
people answered with one voice, We will 
do all the Lord has said. 

Moses went back to the Lord with this 
promise from the people, and the Lord 9 
said to him, The time has come now when 
I mean to visit thee, wrapped in a dark 
cloud, so that all the people may hear me 
talking with thee, and obey thee without 
question henceforward. And when Moses 
had told him of the people’s promise, he 10 
said, Go back to the people, and spend 
to-day and to-morrow ridding them of 
defilement. Let them wash their clothes, 
and hold themselves in readiness for the n 
third day; two days from now, the Lord 
will come down on to mount Sinai in the 
presence of all the people. Keep them 12 
within bounds along the whole circle of it, 
and bid them beware of going up on to the 
mountain, or touching even the fringes of 
it; if anyone touches the mountain, his life 
must pay for it. No hand must be laid on 13 
him, he must be stoned, or shot down with 
javelins; beast or man that touches the 
mountain is to die. All this, until they 
hear a blast on the ram’s horn; then let 
them go up on to the mountain. So Moses 14 
went down again to the people, and rid 
them of defilement. First they must wash 
their clothes; then he bade them hold 15 
themselves in readiness for the third 
day, and have no commerce with their 
wives. 

And now the third day had come. r6 
Morning broke, and all at once thunder 
was heard, lightning shone out, and the 
mountain was covered with thick mist; 
loud rang the trumpet-blast, and the peo¬ 
ple in the camp were dismayed. 4 But \i 
Moses brought them out from the camp 
itself to meet the Lord, and they stood 



The word families’ is not expressed in the original, but this seems the most probable account of 
what is meant. 2 The Latin here interprets the Hebrew as meaning simply ‘in the third month*, 

but this does not explain the words ‘on that day’ which follow. J I Pet. 2. 9. 4 The noise of 

a trumpet here mentioned was probably supernatural in origin; the word used in the Hebrew text is not 
the same as in verse 13 above. 
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The Ten Commandments promulgated to Moses 


EXODUS 

there close by the spurs of the mountain. 

1 s The whole of mount Sinai was by now 

wreathed in smoke, where the Lord had 
come down with fire about him, so that 
smoke went up as if from a furnace; it was 

19 a mountain full of terrors. Louder yet 
grew the noise of the trumpet, longer its 
blast; and then Moses spoke to the Lord, 
and the Lord’s voice was heard in answer. 

20 It was on the very top of mount Sinai that 
the Lord had come down, and now he 
called Moses up to the summit. When he 

21 had climbed up there he was bidden go 
down again, and warn the people not to 
pass beyond their bounds in their eager¬ 
ness to see the Lord; or it might be that a 
great multitude of them would incur death. 

22 Even the priests who came into the Lord’s 
presence were to come sanctified, for fear 

23 he should smite them. 1 But, Lord, said 
Moses, the common folk will be in no 
danger of climbing up on to Sinai; thou 
thyself hast warned them, and bidden us 
set bounds, to keep the mountain in- 

24 violable. Go down, the Lord said to him, 
and come back with Aaron alone; neither 
priests nor people are to go beyond their 
bounds, and come into the Lord’s pre- 

25 sence, or he will slay them. So Moses 
went back to the people, and told them all 
he was bidden. 

^ And now God spoke all these 

2 wV/ words which follow. I, the Lord, 
am thy God (he said); I, who rescued thee 
from the land of Egypt, where thou didst 
dwell in slavery. 

3 Thou shalt not defy me by making other 

4 gods thy own. Thou shalt not carve 
images, or fashion the likeness of anything 
in heaven above, or on earth beneath, or 

5 in the waters under the earth, to bow down 
and worship it. I, thy God, the Lord 
Almighty, am jealous in my love; be my 
enemy, and thy children, to the third and 
fourth generation, for thy guilt shall make 

6 amends; love me, keep my command¬ 
ments, and mercy shall be thine a thou¬ 
sandfold. 

7 Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God lightly on thy lips; if a man 
uses that name lightly, the Lord will not 
acquit him of sin. 


Remember to keep the sabbath day « 
holy. Six days for drudgery, for doing all 9 
the work thou hast to do; when the seventh 10 
day comes, it is a day of rest, consecrated 
to the Lord thy God. That day, all work 
shall be at an end, for thee and every son 
and daughter of thine, thy servants and 
serving-women, thy beasts, too, and the 
aliens that live within thy gates. It was six n 
days the Lord spent in making heaven and 
earth and sea and all that is in them; on 
the seventh day he rested, and that is why 
the Lord has blessed the sabbath day, and 
hallowed it. 

Honour thy father and thy mother; so 12 
thou shalt live long to enjoy the land which 
the Lord thy God means to give thee. 

Thou shalt do no murder. 13 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. m 

Thou shalt not steal. 15 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against 16 
thy neighbour. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s 17 
house, or set thy heart upon thy neigh¬ 
bour’s wife, or servant or hand-maid or 
ox or ass or anything else that is his. 

All the people stood watching while 18 
thunder rolled and lightning flashed, while 
the trumpet sounded and the mountain 
was wreathed in smoke, terrified and awe¬ 
stricken so that they kept their distance, 
and cried out to Moses, Do thou tell us the 19 
message; we are ready to obey thee. Do 
not let us hear the Lord speaking; it will 
cost us our lives. But Moses said to the 20 
people. Do not be afraid; God has come 
here to make trial of your obedience; he 
would have you possessed with the fear of 
him, to preserve you from sin. So the 21 
people stood their ground far off, while 
Moses went up into the darkness where 
God was. 

And the Lord gave Moses this further 2? 
message for the Israelites: You stood 
watching while I spoke to you out of 
heaven; it is not for you to make yourselves 23 
gods of silver or of gold. It is enough to 24 
build me an altar of turf, on which to pre¬ 
sent burnt sacrifices and welcome-offer¬ 
ings, of sheep or oxen, wherever my name 
is honoured; so I will come to thee, and 
give thee my blessing. Even if thou 25 
shouldst make me an altar of stone, thou 


1 Some would render ‘chieftains’ instead of ‘priests’. The leading men in Israel perhaps had certain 
religious functions before the Aaxonic priesthood was instituted. Cf. II Kg. 8. 18. 


66 



Laws concerning Slavery , Homicide and 

shalt not build it of hewn stones; to use 
any tool in the making of it is to profane 
26 it. And when thou goest up to my altar, 
thou shalt not mount by steps, for fear of 
exposing thy body’s nakedness. 

n And these laws, he said, thou shalt 
promulgate to them. 1 If thou dost 
buy a slave that is a Hebrew by race, he 
shall do thee six years’ service, and in the 
seventh year, without any ransom paid, he 
3 shall go free. He shall leave thy service in 
the same guise in which he entered it; z if 
he came to thee married, his wife shall go 
4 free with him. But if his master has as¬ 
signed a wife to him, and she has borne 
sons and daughters, this woman and her 
children shall belong to the master; the 
slave shall go free in the same guise as 
5 before. It may be that the slave, for love 
of his master, and of his own wife and 
6 children, will refuse to take his leave; if so, 
his master shall bring him before the 
judgement-seat, and then fasten his ear 
with an auger to door or door-post, in 
token that the man is his slave in per- 
7 petuity. 3 If anyone sells his daughter into 
a man’s service, she is not to go free on the 
b same conditions as a slave. 4 The master 
to whom she has been made over may send 
her away, if he has no liking for her, but 
he may not sell her to foreign masters; he 
9 has done her despite enough already. He 
may betroth her, if he will, to his son; but 
if he does that, he must treat her as his 
10 daughter; and if he finds his son another 
wife instead, he must marry the girl off, 
and give her clothes, and make all amends 
m for the loss of her virginity .5 If he is not 
prepared to do these three things, then she 
must go free, with no ransom paid for 
her. 

12 Whoever kills a man with intent to kill, 
13 must pay for it with his life. But where 
there was no malice aforethought, and God 


Assault EXODUS 

provides the occasion, 6 he shall be allowed 
to find refuge in such place as I shall ap¬ 
point for thee. One who lies in wait on m 
purpose to kill his neighbour shall be torn 
away even from my altar to die. Death is 15 
the penalty for one who kills his father or 
his mother; death is the penalty when a 16 
man is shewn to have carried off his fellow- 
man and sold him; death is the penalty for 17 
one who curses father or mother. 

Two fall out, and one is struck with a 18 
stone, or with the fist, not fatally, but so 
that he must take to his bed; must the man 19 
who struck the blow be held guilty? Only 
till the other is well enough to get up and 
walk abroad with a stick; but he must com¬ 
pensate him for his loss of work, and for 
the doctor’s charges. When a man beats 20 
his servant or his handmaid to death, if 
death follows at once, he must pay the frill 
penalty; but if they survive for a day or 21 
more, he shall go unpunished; the loss is 
his. If men fall out, and one of them strikes 22 
a woman who is pregnant, so that the child 
is still-born, but she herself lives, he must 
pay whatever sum the woman’s husband 
demands, and the judges agree to; if her 23 
death follows, then life must pay for life.? 

So it is to be; an eye for an eye, a tooth for 24 
a tooth, 8 a hand for a hand, a foot for a 
foot; burning for burning, wound for 25 
wound, bruise for bruise. If anyone gives 26 
servant or handmaid a blow on the eye, so 
that the sight of it is lost, he must set them 
free in return for the sight he robbed them 
of; or if he knocks out a tooth, he must let 27 
servant or handmaid go free by the same 
title. 

If an ox gores a man or woman to death, 28 
it shall be stoned, and the flesh of it is not 
to be eaten. But the owner of the ox shall 
be held innocent, unless the ox has been 29 
using its horns for some time past, and he 
has refused to shut it away when appeal 
was made to him. Then, if the ox gores 


1 The code of laws which occupies this and the two following chapters was known as the Book of the 
Covenant. 2 ‘In the same guise’ ; the Latin here translates as if it were a question of the slave’s 

clothing. But the meaning of the Hebrew text is, that if the slave entered service all by himself, he is 
to leave it all by himself; and so also in verse 4. 3 ‘Before the judgement-seat'; literally, ‘before 

the gods , perhaps meaning ‘before the judges’; cf. Ps. 81. 6. 4 ‘As a slave’; a woman slave, 

according to the Latin translation, which perhaps means to indicate a distinction between concubines and 
bond-women. But the Hebrew text, more intelligibly, gives ‘as a man slave’. 5 The sense of the 

Hebrew text is rather that if the owner himself takes a new wife, he must provide the concubine with 
food and clothing, and must still live with her. 6 ‘Provides the occasion’; literally, ‘delivers him 

into his hand . 1 his could mean a chance encounter, followed by a murder in hot blood, which would be 
classed as manslaughter; cf. I Kg. 26. 23. But accidental killing may be meant (cf. Num. 35. 22, 23; 
P_ e “ L l 9 - 4 )j the accident being represented as a Providential interference. 1 ‘She herself lives’, 

if her death follows’; m the Hebrew text, ‘no harm is done’, ‘if harm follows’. 8 Cf. Mt. 5. 38. 
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Further Precepts> moral and ceremonial 

25 If thou dost lend money to some poorer 

neighbour among my people, thou shalt 
not drive him hard as extortioners do, or 

2f. burden him with usury. If thou takest thy 
neighbour’s garment for a pledge, thou 

27 shalt give it back to him by set of sun; it is 
all he has to cover himself with, his body’s 
protection, all he has to sleep under. He 
has but to cry for redress, and I, the ever 
merciful, will listen to him. 

28 Thou shalt not revile the powers above 
thee, or speak ill of him who rules thy 
people. 1 

29 There must be no delay in paying tithes 
and first-fruits. Thou shalt make me an 
offering of the first son that is bom to thee, 

30 and with thy oxen and sheep thou shalt do 
the like; for seven days the dam may keep 
her first-bom, after that it must be offered 
to me. 

31 You are to be men marked out for my 
service. Meat that has once been tasted 
by wild beasts shall not be used for food; 
it must be thrown to the dogs. 

Never must thou take up a false 
cry, or join hands with the guilty 
by giving false witness in their favour. 

2 Never must thou follow with the crowd in 
doing wrong, or be swayed by many voices 

3 so as to give false judgement; even pity for 
the poor must not sway thee when judge¬ 
ment is to be given. 2 

4 If thou hast an enemy, and findest his 
ox or his ass going astray, take it back to 

5 him. Here is one that hates thee, and his 
ass has fallen under its burden; do not pass 
by, help him to lift it up. 

6 Do not give false judgement when the 
cause of the poor is tried. Keep clear of 

7 untruth. Do not bring death on an inno¬ 
cent man that has justice on his side; I give 

8 no countenance to the wrong-doer. Be¬ 
ware of accepting bribes; they blind even 
the prudent, and disturb the judgement 

9 even of just men. Do not oppress the 
alien; you know what it is to be an alien, 
since you yourselves were exiles in the land 
of Egypt. 


EXODUS 

For six years together thou mayst sow 10 
thy land, and gather the crop from it; in u 
the seventh year leave it alone, to lie fallow, 
and give thy poorer neighbours food; all 
that is left, the wild beasts may eat. And 
thou shalt do the like with thy vineyard 
and thy oliveyard. For six days together 12 
thou shalt do the tasks thou hast to do, and 
on the seventh leave off working; so shall 
ox and ass of thine have rest, home-bom 
slave and alien that works for thee revive 
their spirits. 

Observe all these commandments of 13 
min e, and never take an oath by the names 
of alien gods, or let such names be heard 
on your lips. 

Thrice a year keep holiday in my 14 
honour. There is the feast of unleavened 15 
bread to be observed; for seven days, in 
the first month of spring, the month of thy 
rescue from Egypt, thou shalt eat un¬ 
leavened bread in obedience to my com¬ 
mand. Then thou shalt present thyself 
before me with gifts. 3 And there is the 16 
feast of harvest, when the fields thou hast 
sown reward thy labour with first-fruits; 
and another feast at the end of the year, 
when the last of thy crops has been ga¬ 
thered in. Thrice, then, in the year all thy 17 
men folk must present themselves before 
the Lord thy God. 

When thou offerest living things in i« 
sacrifice to me, the bread that goes with 
them shall not be leavened, nor shalt thou 
leave the fat of my victims unconsumed 
till the morrow. 

The first-fruits of thy land must be 19 
brought to the house of the Lord thy God. 

Seething a kid in its dam’s milk is a rite 
forbidden thee. 4 

And now I am sending my angel to go 20 
before thee and guard thee on thy way, 
and lead thee to the place I have made 
ready for thee. Give him good heed, and 21 
listen to his bidding; think not to treat him 
with neglect. He will not overlook thy 
faults, and in him dwells the power of my 
name. If thou wilt listen to his warnings, 22 
and do all I bid thee, then thy enemies 


‘The powers above thee’; literally, ‘the gods’, but it seems clear from the second half of the sentence 
that earthly rulers are here referred to. Cf. Ac. 23. 5. 2 Literally, this verse reads ‘And thou shalt 

not pity (in the Hebrew text, adorn) the poor man in his judgement’. Some think that there is an error 
of transcription, which has changed the word ‘great’ into the word ‘poor’, a difference of only one letter 
in the Hebrew. Cf. Lev. 19. 15. 3 'In obedience to my command’; cf. Ex. 12. 15. The latter part 

01 this verse reads literally, ‘Thou shalt not present thyself before me empty-handed’; a direction which 
is awkwardly placed here, since it applies to all three feasts. Cf. Deut. 16. 16. A The reference seems 
to be to a practice connected with local superstition, of which we have record elsewhere. 
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EXODUS 

man or woman, it shall be stoned, and he 

30 too shall be put to death, unless a fine is 
imposed on him instead; if so, he shall pay 
whatever ransom is demanded for his life. 

31 The parents shall have the same claim 
upon him, whether it be a son or daughter 

32 of theirs the ox has gored; if it has attacked 
man-servant or woman-servant, the owner 
must pay thirty silver pieces, and the ox 

33 must be stoned. If a man who has opened 
an old well, or is digging a new one, does 
not cover it up, and ox or ass falls into it, 

34 the owner of the well shall pay the full 
value of the beasts; the carcase he may 

35 keep for himself. If one man’s ox is 
wounded by another’s, and dies of it, they 
shall sell the live ox and share the price of 
it, dividing the carcase of the dead ox be- 

36 tween them; unless it has been known for 
some time past that the live ox was using 
its horns, and the owner has not kept it 
under control. If so, he shall restore ox 
for ox, and keep the whole carcase for 

hims elf. 

The man who steals ox or sheep 
and slaughters or sells it, must 
make restitution at the rate of five oxen for 
one, and four sheep for one. 

2 When a thief is caught breaking into a 
house, or digging under the walls of it, the 
man who deals him a fatal wound is not 
guilty of murder, unless the deed was 

3 done after sun-rise. If the sun be risen, 
there is murder done, and life must pay 
for life. 1 

The thief who has no money to make 
restitution with, must himself be sold as 
a slave. 

4 If something stolen, ox or ass or sheep, 
is found alive in the possession of the thief, 
he shall make restitution twofold. 

5 If anyone damages field or vineyard by 
letting some beast of his feed on another 
man’s property, he must make good the 
estimated loss out of the best crop in his 

6 own field or vineyard. If a fire breaks out 
and catches among thorn-bushes, setting 
fight to heaps of grain or to com standing 
in the fields, the man who fit the fire must 
make good the loss. 

7 Where money or goods entrusted to a 


Theft and other Crimes; their Punishment 

friend’s keeping have been stolen, the 
thief, if he is found, must make twofold 
restitution. If he cannot be found, the s 
owner of the house where they lay in 
keeping shall be brought before the judge¬ 
ment-seat . 1 He must swear that he laid no 
hands on his neighbour’s property with 
malicious intent. Be there a loss of ox or 9 
ass or sheep or clothing or any other kind 
of property, the two parties shall come 
before the judgement-seat, and the de¬ 
fendant, if he is found guilty, shall make 
twofold restitution. If a man entrusts his 10 
neighbour with ass or ox or sheep or any 
other beast for safe keeping, and it is killed 
or wounded or carried off by enemies, with 
no witness to the fact, the matter shall be 11 
settled by an oath, which the owner shall 
accept, that the other did not lay hands on 
his property; there is no restitution to be 
made. But where the loss is due to theft, n 
the owner shall be compensated. If it has 13 
been killed by a wild beast, the carcase 
must be brought before the owner, and no 
amends made. Where a man has borrowed u 
any such beast of his neighbour, and it is 
maimed or killed in the owner’s absence, 
compensation must be made to him; but 15 
not if the owner himself was present, and 
especially if hire was being paid for the 
work the beast did. 

One who seduces a virgin not yet be- 16 
trothed, and beds with her, must give her 
a dowry and marry her, unless the father 17 
will not give her in marriage; then amends 
must be made, equivalent to the dowry 
which a virgin customarily receives. 

Sorcerers 3 must not be allowed to five. 18 
The man who is guilty of bestiality must 19 
pay for it with his fife. Sacrifice is for the 20 
Lord alone; he who offers it to other gods 
must be put to death. 

There must be no harrying or op- 21 
pression of the aliens that dwell among 
you; time was when you too dwelt as aliens 
in the land of Egypt. You must not wrong 22 
the widow and the orphan; wronged, they 23 
will cry out to me for redress, and their 
cry will be heard. My anger will blaze out 24 
against you, and I will smite you with the 
sword, making widows of your own wives, 
orphans of your own children. 



1 In Jewish as in Roman law, housebreaking by night was counted a more serious offence than open 
robbery by day. The text here is perhaps inaccurate; verse 4 would fit in better after verse I. 2 Literally, 
‘the gods , as above. 3 In the Hebrew the word is feminine, ‘witch’. 
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EXODUS The Covenant read to the People; the Book sprinkled with Blood 

shall find an enemy in me, and those who him. So Moses went and told the people 3 
shew thee no mercy shall find me merd- all the Lord had said, all the commands 


23 less. So this angel of mine will go on before 
thee, leading thee on into the land of 
Amorrhite and Hethite, Pherezite and 
Chanaanite, Hevite and Jebusite; and all 

24 these I will destroy. Do not bow down to 
their gods and worship them, or follow 
their customs; sweep them away, and 

25 break down their monuments. All your 
loyalty must be for the Lord your God. 
So I will enrich thee with the bread and 
the water thou needest, and keep sickness 

26 far away from thy company; there shall be 
no unfruitfulness in thy land, no barren¬ 
ness ; and I will grant thee a full span of 
days. 

27 I mean to make the fear of me go in 
front of thee, bringing destruction upon 
the whole people thou goest to meet; all 
thy enemies shall turn their backs before 

28 thee. I will send in hornets first, to make 
cowards of Hevite and Chanaanite and 

29 Hethite before ever thou goest in. Only 
I will not drive them out before thee all in 
one year; that would make a wilderness of 
the land, and the wild beasts in it would 

30 multiply, to thy harm. I will make them 
yield little by little before thy onset, so 
that thou wilt have time to increase, and 

31 populate the land. The frontiers I give 
thee are the Red Sea and the sea of the 
Philistines, the desert and the river Eu¬ 
phrates. 1 All the inhabitants of the land 
shall be at your mercy, and I will drive 

32 them out before you. Thou shalt make no 
treaty with them, nor with their gods. 

33 They must not share thy territory, or they 
would persuade thee to commit sin against 
me, by worshipping their gods; no doubt 
of it, they will ensnare thee. 

Then Moses was told. Do thou 
and Aaron and Nadab and Abiu, 
with seventy elders of Israel, come up to 
meet the Lord, and worship from afar. 

2 Only Moses must enter the Lord’s pre¬ 
sence, the rest are not to draw near, and 
none of the people are to come up with 


he had given; and the whole people an¬ 
swered with one voice. We will do all that 
the Lord has bidden us. Then Moses com- a 
mitted everything the Lord had said to 
writing; and when he rose next morning, 
he built an altar close to the spurs of the 
mountain, and twelve memorial stones 
answering to the twelve tribes of Israel. 
And he directed some of the younger Is- 5 
raelites to make burnt-sacrifice there and 
bring welcome-offerings to the Lord, with 
bullocks for their victims. After this 6 
Moses took half of the blood, and set it 
aside in bowls; the other half he poured 
out on the altar. Then he took up the book 1 
in which the covenant was inscribed, and 
read it aloud to the people. We will do all 
the Lord has bidden us, said they; we 
promise obedience; and Moses took the a 
blood and sprinkled it over the people, 
crying out. Here is the blood of the cove¬ 
nant which the Lord makes with you, in 
accordance with all these words of his. 2 

Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab and 9 
Abiu, and seventy of the elders of Israel 
went up the mountain, and had a vision of 10 
the God of Israel, with a pavement about 
his feet that might have been made of 
sapphire, bright as the fashioning of the 
heavens. There they stood, far removed n 
from the rest of Israel, and the hand of the 
Lord never smote them down; they had 
sight of him , and lived to eat and drink like 
mortal men. 3 And the Lord said to Moses, 12 
Come up to the mountain and abide with 
me there; I have still to give thee tablets 
of stone on which I have written down the 
law and the commandments thou art to 
teach them. At that, Moses rose up, and 13 
his servant Josue with him; and Moses, as 
he began climbing God’s mounta in , said u 
to the elders. Wait here till we come back 
to you. You have Aaron and Hur with you; 
to them refer all matters of dispute. When 15 
Moses had gone, the mountain was veiled 
in cloud; for six days the glory of the Lord 16 
abode there on Sinai, wrapping it in cloud, 



1 The frontiers indicated seem to represent the southern, western, eastern and northern frontiers of 
the Jewish territory, in that order (the upper reaches of the Euphrates being north of Syria). 2 Mt. 

26. 28; Heb. 9. 19. 3 Literally, ‘Nor did he lay his hand upon those of the children of Israel who 

had withdrawn far away; and they saw God, and ate and drank’. It is possible to understand this phrase 
as refemng to the main body of the Israelites, who had remained at the foot of the mountain, cf. Ex. 32. 6. 
But this is not the sense of the Hebrew text, which alludes (most probably) to the ‘leading men among 
the children of Israel’. 
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EXODUS 


Design for the Ark and other sacred Objects 


and on the seventh day, from the heart of 

17 that darkness, the Lord called to him. To 
the Israelites, as they looked upon it, this 
glory of the Lord wore the semblance of 
a fire, burning there on the summit of the 

i s mountain. So Moses climbed higher up 
the mountain, into the heart of the cloud; 
for forty days and forty nights the moun¬ 
tain was his home. 

C And now the Lord gave Moses 

2^3 this message, Bid the Israelites 
bring me gifts in kind, each man offering 
what his heart prompts him to offer, for 

3 your acceptance. And these are the gifts 
you will declare to be acceptable, gold, 

4 silver and bronze; threads of blue and 
purple and scarlet twice-dyed, and lawn, 

5 and goats’ hair, and rams’ fleeces dyed red, 

6 and skins dyed violet; 1 acacia wood, and 
oil to feed lamps, spices for the anointing- 

7 oil, and sweet-smelling incense; onyx- 
stones, too, and jewels, to be set in the 

8 priestly mantle and burse. I mean them 
to build me a sanctuary, so that I can dwell 

9 among them; this tabernacle-dwelling it¬ 
self and the appurtenances to be used in it 
must be of the pattern which I will now 
shew thee. Listen, then, to the fashion 
of it. 

10 Make me an ark of acacia wood, two and 
a half cubits long, with a breadth and height 

11 of one and a half cubits. Give it a covering 
and a lining of pure gold, and put a coping 

12 of gold all round the top of it; a ring of 
gold, too, at each of the four comers, two 

13 on either of the flanks. Then make poles 

14 of acacia wood, gilded over, and pass them 
through the rings on the sides of the ark, 

15 so as to carry it; these poles are to remain 

16 in the rings, never taken out. In this ark 
thou wilt enshrine the written law I mean 
to give thee. 

1 7 Make a throne, 2 too, of pure gold, two 
and a half cubits long, one and a half cubits 

i s broad, and two cherubs of pure beaten 

19 gold for the two ends of this throne, one 

20 to stand on either side of it; with their 
wings outspread to cover the throne. 


guardians of the shrine. They are to face 
one another across the throne. And this 21 
throne is to be the covering of the ark, and 
the ark’s contents, the written law I mean 
to give thee. Thence will I issue my com- 22 
mands; from that throne of mercy, be¬ 
tween the two cherubs that stand over 
the ark and its records, 3 my voice shall 
come to thee, whenever I send word 
through thee to the sons of Israel. 

Make a table, too, of acacia wood, two 23 
cubits long, a cubit broad, and a cubit and 
a half in height; gild it with pure gold, and 24 
make a rim of gold about its edge, with an 25 
embossed coping four inches high, and a 
second coping of gold over that. Make 26 
four rings of gold, and fix them to the four 
corners of the table, one by each leg of it. 
The rings must be below the coping, to 27 
let poles pass through, that will carry the 
table; these poles too thou shalt make of 28 
acacia wood, and gild them over; so the 
table shall be carried. So with the cups, 29 
too, and the bowls, and the dishes/ and 
the goblets for pouring out libations; all 
of them must be of pure gold. The table 30 
is to hold the loaves of bread which are to 
be set out continually in my presence. 

Make a lamp-stand, too, of pure beaten 3r 
gold, stem and branches, cups and bosses, 
and fleurs-de-lis that spring from them/ 

Six branches are to come out of the stem, 32 
three on each side; and on each branch 33 
there are to be three cups shaped like 
almond-flowers, then a boss, then a fleur- 
de-lis, balanced by three cups and a boss 
and a fleur-de-lis on the opposite branch; 
such is to be the fashion of all the six 
branches that come out of the stem. But 34 
the stem itself is to have four cups, shaped 
like almond-flowers, each with its boss 
and its fleur-de-lis; there will be six 35 
branches altogether coming out of a single 
stem, and under each pair of them there 
will be an additional boss. The bosses and 36 
the branches must be of a piece with the 
main stem, and all alike must be of pure 
beaten gold. Make seven lamps, too, and 37 
mount them on the lamp-stand, so as to 


The word used in die Hebrew text is of uncertain significance, and may perhaps indicate the name of 
the animal whose skin is referred to. 2 Literally, ‘a place of atonement , in the Latin it is also called 

the oracle or shrine. This was evidently a kind of shelf or roof above the ark, regarded in some way as 
the local point of the Divine Presence in die tabernacle. 3 Literally, ‘ the ark of the testimony \ Pre¬ 
sumably the ark was so called as containing the tablets of the Law; the tabernacle itself is called rhe 
C , i ™ nac C j° f c ) st ™ ol jy.’ or record, in 27. 21 below. Literally, in the Latin version, ‘censors’. 

rieurs-de-lis , in the Hebrew text simply ‘flowers’. They were perhaps sockets spread out like open 
flowers to receive the seven lamps. K 
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EXODUS Design for the Tabernacle and its Coverings 


throw their light on the opposite wall. 1 

38 Even the snuffers, and the trays for the 
burnt wick, must be made of pure gold. 

39 The whole weight of the lamp-stand, to¬ 
gether with its appurtenances, must be a 
talent of pure gold. 

40 Look well, and make everything in due 
accord with the pattern which has been 
shewn to thee on the mountain. 

And this is how the tabernacle is 
to be fashioned. Make ten cur¬ 
tains of twisted linen thread, worked in 
threads of blue and purple and scarlet 
twice-dyed, with all the embroiderer’s 

a art. 1 All the curtains are to be of the same 
size, twenty-eight cubits in length and four 

3 in width. Five of these must be joined 
to each other, and then the remaining 

4 five in the same way; the sides, the ex¬ 
treme edges of the curtains must be fitted 
with loops of blue cord, to fasten one to the 

5 next, fifty loops at the edge of either set of 
curtains, so let in that loop meets loop and 

6 can be fastened to it. Then make fifty gold 
clasps, and join the two widths of curtain 
together, to make a single tent of them. 3 

7 Next, make eleven coverings of goats’ 
hair, to protea the tapestry over the taber- 

8 nacle. The measurements of all these 
coverings are to be the same; each will be 
thirty cubits long and four cubits wide. 

9 Join together first five of the coverings, 
then the other six; the sixth of these is to 
hang double over the front of the tapestry. 

10 Make fifty loops at the edge of the first set 
of coverings, then fifty at the edge of the 


other, to join them together, and fifty u 
brazen clasps, to hold these loops to¬ 
gether, so that the whole may form a single 
protecting roof. Since there is one more 12 
of these coverings than is needed for the 
protection of the tapestry, fold it double 
and use it to protea the back of the taber¬ 
nacle. The coverings are a cubit longer on 13 
the north and south than the tapestry, and 
this additional cubit will hang down, to 
protea the tabernacle itself on either side. 
Then make another canopy over the roof, m 
of rams’ fleeces dyed red, and yet another, 
of skins dyed violet. 4 

Then make upright frames of acacia 15 
wood to support the tabernacle. Each ^ 
must be ten cubits high, and a cubit and 
a half wide; and at the sides of it, two * 
tenon-pieces must jut out, so that each 
frame can be mortised to the next; all the 
frames are to be made in this manner." 
Twenty of these will be on the south, 18 
facing the midday sun, with forty silver 19 
sockets, two at the foot of each frame, close 
to the comers; and twenty more on the 20 
opposite side, that looks northwards; these 2 1 
again will have forty silver sockets, two at 
the foot of each frame. And for the western 22 
end of the tabernacle there will be six 
frames, and two in addition, which must 23 
be set up in the comers at the extreme end 
of the tabernacle. 6 All these will be joined 24 
together, from bottom to top, with a single 
kind of fastening to hold them all; the two 
frames which are to be set up in the comers 
will be joined in the same way as the 
others.? Thus there will be eight frames 25 



1 See note on Num. 8. 3. 2 According to the Hebrew text, here and in verse 31 but not in verse 

36, the embroidery was a pattern of cherubim. 3 It is clear from verses 15 sqq. that the main 

structure of the tabernacle was a wooden framework, unroofed, and open at the eastern end, ten cubits 
high, ten cubits wide (from north to south), and thirty cubits long (from east to west). Over this a huge 
piece of tapestry, made in strips, and measuring forty cubits by twenty-eight, appears to have been 
9 pread like a tablecloth, covering the top and the western end, but falling short of the ground by one cubit 
on the nonhand south. The tapestry, like all the structure of the tabernacle, was made of adjustable pieces, 
for convenience of transport. 4 The outer covering of goats’ hair, being thirty cubits wide, reached 

the ground on the north and south. Its length exceeded that of the tapestry by four cubits, and verse 9 
seems to imply that these extra four cubits hung looped over the eastern, open end of the structure. 
Confusingly, verse 12 appears to speak of this loop as bein^ at the back of the tabernacle; but perhaps the 
reader is here expected to place himself in imagination mside the building, facing west. The size and 
position of the two coverings mentioned in verse 14 are a matter of conjecture. 5 The Latin version 

evidently thinks of the frames as mortised to one another ; some interpret the Hebrew text as meaning 
that each frame consisted of two uprights joined together by cross-pieces. 6 The six frames give a 

width of nin e cubits, where ten cubits are required. It seems natural to suppose that the gap was filled by 
the two frames mentioned in verse 23. These may have had a width of nin e inches instead of eighteen; 
or they may have jutted out to north and south of the building; or they may have been put in a slanting 
position (so as to face north-west and south-west respectively) by way of joining the west end to the 
north and south sides—a need for which no provision is made in the text. Some think they acted as 
lean-to buttresses at the west end, but (i) the mention of sockets suggests that they stood perpendicular, 
and (ii) it is difficult in that case to see what filled the gap in the western wall; we can hardly suppose that 
the frames on the north and south sides were nine inches thick. 7 The Latin text here differs con¬ 

siderably from the Hebrew, which is too obscure to admit of any cer tain interpretation. 



EXODUS 


The Altar of Burnt-sacrifice; the outer Court 


in all, with sixteen silver sockets, two to 
each frame. 

26 Then make five poles of acacia wood, 
to hold the frames together on one side of 

27 the tabernacle, and five more to hold it 
together on the other side, and the same 

28 number for the western end; these will be 
passed right along the frames from end to 

29 end. 1 GUd the frames themselves, and 
furnish them with gold rings, by which the 
poles can hold the frames together; these 

30 poles, too, must be plated with gold. So 
must thou set up the tabernacle, in con¬ 
formity with the pattern that has been 
shewn to thee on the mountain. 

31 Make a veil, too, out of twisted linen 
thread, worked in threads of blue and 
purple and scarlet twice-dyed, with all the 

32 embroiderer’s an, and let it hang down 
from four posts of acacia wood, gilded and 
with gilt capitals, 2 but set in silver sockets. 

33 This veil will be held up by rings. The ark 
is to be set down behind it, and thus it will 
be a division between the sanctuary and 

34 the inner sanctuary. The throne, too, 
which rests above the ark and its records, 

35 will be m the inner sanctuary; on the outer 
side of the veil, the table will stand on the 
nonh, and the lamp-stand on the south 
side of the tabernacle, opposite the table. 

36 Make a screen, too, out of twisted linen 
thread, embroidered with threads of blue 
and purple and scarlet twice-dyed, for the 

37 entrance of the tabernacle; it must hang 
from five gilded posts of acacia wood, with 
gilt capitals and sockets of bronze. 

Make an altar, too, of acacia 
wood, with a surface five cubits 

2 square, and a height of three cubits. It 
must have horns at the comers, all of a 
piece with it, and it must be plated with 

3 bronze. Provide it with ash-pans, tongs, 
forks, and braziers, making all its appur- 

4 tenances of bronze; and make a bronze 
grating, of network, with bronze rings at 

5 its four comers, sunk in the hearth 3 of 
the altar; this grating must reach to half 

6 the altar’s height. Then make two poles of 


acacia wood, plated with bronze, which 7 
can be put through the rings on either side 
of the altar, so as to carry it. The altar is b 
not to be made solid, but to have a hollow 
space within, after the manner shewn thee 
on the mountain. 

Make a court, too, round the tabernacle. 9 
At the south side of this, towards the mid¬ 
day sun, there will be hangings made of 
twisted linen thread, a hundred cubits 
long on this side, and twenty posts, each 10 
with its socket made of bronze, its en¬ 
graved capital of silver . 4 So, too, on the u 
north side, hangings a hundred feet long, 
twenty posts with bronze sockets and en¬ 
graved silver capitals. On the short side, 12 
westwards, the line of hangings will be 
only fifty cubits long, and there will be 
only ten posts in ten sockets. The side 13 
which looks eastward will also be fifty 
cubits in length; of these, fifteen at one 14 
end will be protected by a line of hangings 
fifteen cubits long, with three posts and as 
many sockets, and there will be fifteen 15 
cubits’ length of hangings, with three 
posts and as many sockets, at the other 
end too; in between, at the gateway of the 16 
court, there will be hangings of twisted 
linen thread, embroidered with threads of 
blue and purple and scarlet twice-dyed, 
twenty cubits in length; these will have 
four posts, and as many sockets. All the 17 
posts of the court must be plated with 
silver, and have capitals of silver, and 
sockets of bronze. Thus the court will 18 
occupy a space a hundred cubits long and 
fifty wide, and the enclosure, of twisted 
linen thread with bronze sockets under¬ 
neath, will be five cubits in height. 

All the appurtenances the tabernacle 19 
needs for its various purposes and cere¬ 
monies, and all the pegs for making the 
enclosure and the tabernacle itself fast, 
must be made of bronze. 

Bid the Israelites supply thee with olive 20 
oil, pure as when the pestle brayed it, so 
that there may be a lamp burning per¬ 
petually in the tabernacle that bears record 21 
of me , 3 before the veil that hides the place 



1 T hc Hebrew text appears to mean ‘ And the middle pole along the middle of the frames (shall be) 
reaching Irom end to end’; see the description in 36. 33 beiow. 3 The rare word used in the Hebrew 

text is thought to mean ‘hooks'. 3 ‘The hearth ; the word used here in the Hebrew is of quite un¬ 
certain significance. 4 The word given in the Latin a9 ‘engraving’, in the Hebrew text appears to 

mean plates ’ of metaL So in verses 11 and 17, lower down. 5 Here, and wherever it appears, the 

phrase used in the Hebrew text means rather ‘the tabernacle, which is the meeting-place (between God 
and man)'. 
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Priestly Vestments for Aaron; Mantle and Burse 


EXODUS 

of record. Aaron and his sons are to set 
it out there, so that it may burn in the 
Lord’s presence till daybreak. This is a 
custom the Israelites are to observe in 
every generation. 

And now, that I may have priests 
to serve me among the sons of 
Israel, summon thy brother Aaron, with 
his sons, Nadab, Abiu, Eleazar and Itha- 

2 mar, to thy presence. Thou shalt have 
sacred vestments made for thy brother 

3 Aaron, to his honour and adornment, bid¬ 
ding all those cunning workmen, whose 
art is the gift of my spirit, so clothe him 

a as to set him apart for my service. And 
these are the vestments they shall make; 
a burse, a mantle, a tunic, a pleated robe, 
a mitre, and a girdle. Such sacred vest¬ 
ments must be made for thy brother Aaron 
and his sons, before they can minister as 
my priests. 

5 The workmen must provide themselves 
with gold, with threads of blue and purple 
and scarlet twice-dyed, and with linen 

6 thread. Of gold, of blue and purple and 
scarlet twice-dyed, and of twisted lujen 
thread, the mantle is to be made, all em- 

7 broidered work. At the top, on either side, 
it shall have the two shoulder-pieces joined 

8 together so as to make one garment. The 
whole of its embroidered texture shall be 
of gold, blue, purple, scarlet twice-dyed, 

9 and twisted linen thread. 1 Then thou shalt 
take two onyx-stones, and inscribe them 

10 with the names of Israel’s twelve sons, six 
on one stone and six on the other, in the 

11 order of their birth; and these stones, 
graven with all the skill of the gem-carver, 

ii and set in clasps of gold, thou shalt let into 
the mantle, one on either side, to per¬ 
petuate the memory of Israel’s sons. 
Aaron shall carry those names on his two 
shoulders, when he goes into the Lord’s 
presence, and so remind him of them. 

13 Then make two golden hooks, and two 
chains of pure gold, with closely fitted 


links, which thou wilt fasten to the hooks. 
And make a burse , 2 from which thou wilt 15 
take counsel; it is to be of the same texture 
as the mantle itself, embroidered work of 
gold, and threads of blue and purple and 
scarlet twice-dyed, and twisted linen 
threads. It is to be made double, and 16 
either part of it square, a palm’s length by 
a palm’s breadth. And thou shalt set in it 17 
four rows of stones; in the first row will be 
a sardius, a topaz, and an emerald; in the 18 
second, a carbuncle, a sapphire, and a 
jasper-stone; in the third, a jacynth, an 19 
agate, and an amethyst; in the fourth, a 20 
chrysolite, an onyx-stone, and a beryl; 
each row is to be set in gold. And they 21 
will contain the names of the sons of 
Israel, each stone being engraved with the 
name of one of the twelve tribes, in 
their order. 

The burse, then, must have two chains 22 
of pure gold, their links closely fitted, and 23 
two rings of gold, attached to its two 
edges; with these two rings at the edges 24 
thou wilt couple the two chains, making 25 
fast the other ends of the chains to the two 
hooks, which will be fixed on either side 
of the mantle, where it faces towards the 
burse. Then make two gold rings, which 26 
must be attached to the edges of the burse, 
to that part of its lining which looks to¬ 
wards the mantle, that is, inwards; and 27 
two other gold rings, which must be at¬ 
tached to either side of the mantle under¬ 
neath, facing the lower point where burse 
meets mantle, so that the two can be tied 
together. Thou shalt use blue cords to 28 
make the rings of the burse fast to the rings 
of the mantle; thus the two will be joined 
in a workmanlike fashion, and will never 
come apart. And whenever Aaron goes 29 
into the sanctuary, he will carry on his 
breast, on the burse that gives counsel, the 
names of Israel’s sons, putting the Lord 
in mind of them eternally. 3 

And within the burse that gives counsel 30 
thou wilt put the touchstones of wisdom 



1 According to the Hebrew text, this refers, not to the mantle itself but to the band which was a part 
of it. 2 The significance of the Hebrew word used here is quite uncertain, but the context suggests a* 

kind of pouch or wallet. ‘From which thou wilt take counsel’; it is clear from various references that 
in some way the burse was used for the taking of omens, by a system providentially prearranged, when 
difficult decisions were to be made; hence it is called ‘the burse of judgement’. Cf. note on verse 30. The 
precious stones named in the verses which follow cannot be identified with certainty. 3 The Latin 

version differs at several points from the Hebrew text, but the general picture they give is the same; the 
burse was secured by four rings, two of which were attached by gold chains to a couple of hooks high 
up on the mantle, and two by blue cords to a couple of rings let mto the mantle lower down. 
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EXODUS 


Tunic, Mitre 

and of truth. 1 These shall be on Aaron’s 
breast, when he enters the Lord’s pre¬ 
sence; as long as he is there, he will be 
carrying on his breast the arbitrament of 
the sons of Israel. 

3 1 The tunic that goes with the mantle is 

32 to be made all of blue, and in the middle 
of it there is to be an opening for the head, 
with a woven border round it, such as is 
commonly put round the edges of gar- 

33 ments, to prevent tearing. Underneath, 
round the skirt of this tunic, thou shalt 
hang ornaments of blue thread and purple, 
and of scarlet twice-dyed, pomegranate- 

34 shaped, with bells between them; a golden 
bell, then a pomegranate, then another 

35 golden bell, then another pomegranate. In 
this Aaron shall ever be clothed when he 
performs his priestly office; with the 
ringing of bells he must announce his 
comings and goings in the sanctuary, there 
in the Lord’s presence, on pain of death. 

36 And thou shalt make a plate of pure 
gold, inscribed with all the engraver’s 
skill, with the words, Set apart for the 

37 Lord. This is to be bound with a blue cord 

38 on to the mitre, and will hang over the 
priest’s forehead. Whatever fault is found 
in offering and gift, by Israel’s sons dedi¬ 
cated and hallowed, Aaron must charge 
himself with it; and the Lord will over¬ 
look it, so long as the plate hangs ever on 
Aaron’s forehead. 

39 The robe must be of pleated linen, the 
mitre also of linen, and the girdle of em- 

,-j broiacred work. For Aaron’s sons, too, 
thou shalt make linen robes and girdles 
and mitres; to their honour and adora- 

41 ment; in all these vestments Aaron thy 
brother shall be clad, and his sons with 
him. And thou shalt consecrate their 
hands, and set them apart to serve me in 

42 the priestly office. Breeches of linen, too, 
shall be made for them, to cover all that 
must not be seen naked, from loin to thigh; 

43 these Aaron and his sons shall wear when¬ 
ever they enter the tabernacle that bears 
record of me, or draw near the altar to do 
me service in the sanctuary, on pain of 
death. Such observance Aaron, and his 
sons after him, shall maintain perpetually. 


And there is more for thee to do, 
before they can be my con¬ 
secrated priests. Choose a bullock out of 
the herd, and two rams without blemish. 
Then make unleavened bread, and un- 2 
leavened pastry baked with oil, and un¬ 
leavened cakes soaked in oil, all of pure 
wheat flour, and put them in a basket 3 
ready to be offered up. The bullock and 
the two rams thou shalt drive to the door 4 
of the tabernacle which bears record of 
me. Thither, too, thou shalt bring Aaron 
and his sons; and when thou hast washed 
them, father and sons in water, clothe 5 
Aaron in his vestments, the robe, the tunic, 
the mantle, and the burse made fast to his 
mantle’s band, and put the mitre on his 6 
head, and the holy plate over the mitre. 
And then anoint his head with oil; so shall 7 
he be consecrated. Then it is the turn of a 
his sons to approach, and be clothed in 
their linen robes, and have their girdles 
tied and their mitres put on, like Aaron 9 
himself; so they shall be my priests, hal¬ 
lowed eternally. 

When thou hast consecrated their 
hands, bring out the bullock in front of 10 
the tabernacle that bears record of me; 
there, when Aaron and his sons have laid 
their hands upon its head, thou shalt slay 11 
it in the Lord’s presence, at the tabernacle 
door. Some of its blood thou shalt smear, iz 
with thy hand, upon the horns of the altar; 
the rest thou shalt pour out at the altar’s 
foot. Then take all the fat about its entrails, 13 
the membrane of its liver, and the two 
kidneys with the fat on them and offer 
them as a bumt-sacriiice on the altar; the 14 
flesh, skin and dung of the bullock thou 
shalt bum beyond the confines of the 
camp, as an offering for sin. 

Take one of the rams, too, and bid 15 
Aaron and his sons lay their hands upon 
its head; then kill it, and pour out some of 16 
its blood round the altar. Cut up the ram 17 
itself into pieces; put these and the head 
underneath, the entrails (when thou hast 
washed them) and the feet above, and so 18 
make a burnt-sacrifice of the whole ram 
upon the altar; the scent of the victim so 
offered to the Lord will find acceptance 


and Girdle; Rite of Consecration 

29 


1 Literally ‘the Doctrine and the Truth’. In the Hebrew text, the words used are of doubtful signifi¬ 
cance; the former probably means ‘lights*. Some think the precious stones enumerated above afforded 
omens, e.g., by their brightness or dullness; others, that the pouch contained sacred objects, not further 
specified, which were used for the same purpose. Cf. Num. 27. 21; I Kg. 14. 41 and note. 
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The Marnier of Sacrifice at the Consecration and afterwards 


EXODUS 

19 with him. Then take the other ram, Aaron 
and his sons laying their hands on its head 

20 meanwhile; and when thou hast killed this 
ram, put some of the blood on the tip of 
Aaron’s right ear, the thumb of his light 
hand, and the great toe of his right foot, 
and do the same by his sons. Pour blood, 

a i too, all round the surface of the altar, and 
then sprinkle with this, and with the oil 
used for anointing, Aaron and his sons, 
and the vestments they wear. 

22 So hallowing all alike, take the fat, the 
tail, the covering of the entrails, the mem¬ 
brane of the liver, the two kidneys with 
the fat on them, and the right shoulder 
from this ram, the victim of their con- 

23 secration; take a loaf of bread, too, a piece 
of pastry cooked in oil, and one of the 
cakes, out of the basket that lies there 

24 before the Lord; and put all this in the 
hands of Aaron and his sons. Then raise 
it aloft in the Lord’s presence, and by that 
act they shall be consecrated, Aaron and 

25 his sons both. Then take all the offerings 
out of their hands again, and make a burnt- 
sacrifice of them upon the altar; the scent 
of them will be acceptable to the Lord, in 

26 whose honour they are offered up. The 
breast of the ram that is used in Aaron’s 
hallowing thou shalt remove, and sanctify 
it by holding it up in the Lord’s presence; 
this shall be thy own share. 1 

27 Thou shalt set apart this consecrated 
breast and shoulder, taken from the ram 

28 by which Aaron and Aaron’s line are hal¬ 
lowed, to be their lot, a fixed privilege the 
people of Israel will grant to them; these 
are the earnest and the first-fruits of those 
welcome-offerings which they make to the 

29 Lord. The sacred vestments which Aaron 
wore shall be worn by his sons after him 
when they are anointed and consecrated; 

30 whatever son of his s hall succeed him, 
entering the tabernacle that bears record 
of me and ministering before me in the 
sanctuary, shall wear them for seven days 

31 continuously. As for the ram with which 
they were hallowed, it must be taken away 

32 and cooked in a holy place; and so Aaron 
and his sons will eat it. They, too, will eat 
the bread from the basket, in the porch of 

33 the tabernacle that bears record of me, so 
that the sacrifice of it may atone for them. 


and their hands be hallowed by the offering 
of it; these things are too holy to be eaten 
by anyone not of their family. Whatever 34 
remains till morning of the consecrated 
meat or bread must be burnt in the fire; 
it is too holy to be eaten. All this that I 35 
have told thee must be done to Aaron and 
his sons; thou art to spend seven days in 
consecrating their hands, and on each of 36 
those days a bullock must be sacrificed as 
a sin-offering to atone for them. So offer¬ 
ing a victim to make atonement, thou wilt 
cleanse the altar, and sanctify it by anoint¬ 
ing. Seven whole days thou must spend 37 
in winning favour for the altar and con¬ 
secrating it; so it shall be all holiness, and 
whoever touches it shall become holy 
thereby. 

On this altar thou shalt sacrifice two 38 
lambs day by day, with no intermission; 
one is to be offered in the morning, the 39 
other in the evening. One lamb each 40 
morning, with a tenth of a bushel of flour, 
kneaded in three pints of pure oil, and as 
much wine for a libation; and another 41 
offered in the evening with the same rite 
and all the additional offerings aforesaid, 
a fragrance acceptable to the Lord. This 42 
is his sacrifice, to be performed day after 
day, by one generation of you after another, 
in the Lord’s presence, there at the door 
of the tabernacle that bears record, the 
appointed place where I will give thee 
audience. There I will issue my com- 43 
mands to the sons of Israel; that altar shall 
be hallowed by my glorious presence. 
Hallowed it shall be, and hallowed the 44 
tabernacle that bears record of me; hal¬ 
lowed shall Aaron be and his sons, for their 
priestly office. And I will dwell in the 45 
midst of the Israelites, and be their God; 
and they shall know me for the Lord God 46 
that rescued them from the land of Egypt, 
so as to abide among them, their Lord and 
their God. 

For burnin g incense, thou shalt 
make an altar of acacia wood, a 2 
cubit square in surface, and two cubits 
high; it must have horns going out of it. 
The whole must be covered with pure 3 
gold, the grate and the walls around it and 
the horns too. It is to have a rim of gold 



1 The spe cia l privilege here granted to Moses was to belong in future (verse 28) to the high-priestly 
family. In the Hebrew test there is some doubt about the m eaning of verse 28. 
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EXODUS 


The Upkeep of the Tabernacle; the Oil and the Incense 


4 about it, and close under the rim two gold 
rings on either side, with poles in them, 

5 so that the altar can be carried; these poles, 
too, must be of acacia wood, gilded over. 

6 Its position is to be facing the veil that 
hides the ark and its records, facing, too, 
the throne that overshadows them, my 

7 trysting-place with thee. Aaron, when he 
trims the lamps each morning, shall bum 

8 fragrant incense on it, and again when he 
lights them at evening he shall bum in¬ 
cense in the Lord’s presence; a custom 

9 you are to preserve age after age. You are 
to offer no incense there but what is of my 
own prescription; there is to be no sacri¬ 
fice, no victim, no pouring of libations. 

o Once a year Aaron shall make intercession 
at the horns of it, with the blood that is 
offered in atonement for sin, winning 
pardon for you there, age after age; it shall 
be all holiness in the Lord’s honour. 

1 This, too, was the Lord’s word to 

2 Moses: When thou dost pass the Israelites 
in review and count their number, each 
shall pay the Lord a forfeit for his life, to 
avert all plague at the time of their num- 

3 bering. 1 As each man is added to the 
count, he must pay half a side by sanctuary 
reckoning (note that the side, half of 
which must be paid to the Lord, is worth 

4 thirty pence). The forfeit must be paid by 
all those, above the age of twenty, who are 

5 registered, the rich giving no more than 
half a silver piece, and the poor no less. 

6 The money taken up in this contribution 
from the Israelites is to be devoted to the 
needs of the tabernacle which bears record 
of me, to put the Lord in mind of them, 
and win ransom for their fives. 

7 This, too, was the Lord’s word to 
e Moses: Make a washing-basin of bronze, 

with a stand, and set it between the taber¬ 
nacle that bears record of me and the 
9 brazen altar. Water shall be poured into it 
for Aaron and his sons to wash their hands 
* and feet before they enter the tabernacle 
that bears record of me, or approach the 
altar to kindle their sacrifice before the 
i Lord. This they must do on pain of death; 


it is an observance that must be kept alive 
by him and by all his sons that succeed 
him. 

This, too, was the Lord’s word to 22 
Moses: Provide thyself with spices, a stone 23 
of the best and choicest 1 myrrh, and half 
a stone of cinnamon, and half a stone of 
scented cane, a stone, too, of cassia, all 24 
reckoned by sanctuary weights; and with 
these, three quarts of olive oil. And so 25 
make the holy oil to be used for anointing, 
an ointment mixed with all the perfumer’s 
art. This thou must use to anoint the taber- 26 
nacle that bears record of me, and the ark 
where that record lies; the table with its 27 
appurtenances, the lamp-stand with its 
appurtenances, the altar used for incense, 
and that used for burnt-sacrifice, and all 28 
the instruments belonging to them. 3 All 29 
these thou shaft sanctify, and they shall be 
all holiness; whoever touches them shall 
become holy thereby. Aaron himself and 30 
his sons thou shalt anoint and hallow, 
before they can minister as my priests. 

This, too, tell the Israelites: The oil 31 
used for anointing is a thing you must keep 
set apart for me, age after age. It is not 32 
to be used for anointing the flesh of man; 
nor are you to compound oil for yourselves 
as this is compounded; it is a thing set 
apart, and you must keep it holy. Whoever 33 
compounds such, though it be to give it to 
a stranger for his use, is lost to his people. 4 

This, too, was the Lord’s word to 34 
Moses: Provide thyself with spices, storax, 
and burnt shell, and sweet-smelling gal- 
banum, and pure frankincense, all in equal 
weight, and make incense compounded 35 
with all the perfumer’s an, well tempered 
together, unadulterate, fit for hallowing. 

All this thou shalt beat into fine powder, 36 
and keep a store of it before the tabernacle 
that bears record of me, my trysting-place 
with thee. For you, this incense shall be 37 
all holiness; you must not compound it so 
for your own use, it is set apart for the 
Lord. Whoever compounds the like, to 38 
make perfume for his own enjoyment, is 
lost to his people. 


Cf. II Kg. 24. 2 The word used in the Hebrew text seems to mean‘liquid’, although the reckon¬ 

ing is made by weight. The figures here only correspond roughly with those in the original, which are 
jj cs uncertain; some think that the weight was twice that here indicated. J The Hebrew text 

adds at the end, ‘and the basin and its stand’. 4 This appears to be the sense of the Latin; the 

Hebrew text is more naturally interpreted as meaning ‘The man who either makes oil like this, or gives 
away this oil to a stranger’. The stranger, in that case, would be anyone not of the priestly family, as in 
29. 33 above. 3 i 
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Aaron makes a golden Calf for the People to worship 


EXODUS 

11 And now the Lord said to Moses, 
2 Ji Here is the name of the man I have 
singled out to help thee, Beseleel, son of 
Uri, son of Hut, of the tribe of Juda. 
j I have filled him with my divine spirit, 
making him wise, adroit, and skilful in 

4 every kind of craftsmanship; so that he 
can design whatever is to be designed in 

5 gold, silver, and bronze, carve both stone 

6 and jewel, and woods of all sorts. I have 
found a partner for Him in Ooliab, son of 
Achisamech, of the tribe of Dan; and I 
have inspired the hearts of all the crafts¬ 
men with skill to carry out the commands 

? which I have given thee. The tabernacle 
which attests my covenant, 1 the ark that 
bears record of me, the throne above it, 
and all the appurtenances of the taber- 
s nacle, the table with its appurtenances, the 
lamp-stand of pure gold and all that goes 
9 with it, the altar for incense and the altar 
for burnt-sacrifice, and all that goes with 
jo these, the basin and its stand, the sacred 
vestments to be worn by the high priest 
Aaron and his sons when they perform 

11 their holy office, the oil for anointing, and 
the incense that is to perfume the sanc¬ 
tuary, all that I have bidden thee make, 
shall be made through their workmanship. 

12 This, too, was the Lord’s word to 

13 Moses: Give the sons of Israel a warning 
from me. Be sure that you observe the 
sabbath day. 1 It is a token between us, 
that is to last all through the ages which 
lie before you, reminding you that I am 
the Lord, and you are set apart for me. 

m Keep my sabbath; it has a binding claim 
on you, on pain of death for all who violate 
it. The man who does any work on that 

15 day is lost to his people. You have six days 
to work in; the seventh is the sabbath, a 
day of rest set apart for the Lord, and if 
anybody works on that day, his life must 

16 pay for it. It is for the sons of Israel to 
observe my sabbath and honour it among 
themselves, age after age. It is an undying 

17 covenant, a perpetual token between me 
and the Israelites; the Lord spent six days 
making heaven and earth, and on the 
seventh he rested from his labours. 

is Then, at the end of all this converse 


with Moses on mount Sinai, the Lord gave 
him two stone tablets, with laws inscribed 
on them by the very finger of God. 

Meanwhile, finding that Moses* 
return from the mountain was so 
long delayed, the people remonstrated 
with Aaron. Bestir thyself, they said; 
fashion us gods, to be our leaders. We had 
a man to lead us, this Moses, when we 
came away from Egypt; but there is no 
saying what has become of him. Take out 
the gold ear-rings, said Aaron, that your 
wives and sons and daughters wear, and 
bring them to me. The people, then, 
brought him their ear-rings as he had 
bidden them, and he melted down what 
they had given him and cast them into the 
figure of a calf. And all cried out, Here are 
thy gods, Israel, the gods that rescued 
thee from the land of Egypt. Aaron, 
finding them so minded, built an altar in 
front of it, and bade the crier give out that 
there would be a solemn feast next day in 
the Lord’s honour. So when they awoke 
on the morrow, they offered burnt-sacri¬ 
fice and welcome-offerings; and with that, 
the people sat down to eat and drink, and 
rose up to take their pleasure. 

And now the Lord said to Moses, Away, 
down with thee; they have fallen into sin, 
this people thou didst bring out of Egypt 
with thee. They have been swift to leave 
the way thou didst mark out for them, by 
making a molten calf and falling down to 
worship it; brought victims to it, and cried 
out. Here are thy gods, Israel, the gods 
that rescued thee from the land of Egypt. 
And the Lord said to Moses, I know them 
now for a stiff-necked race; spare me thy 
importunacy, let me vent my anger and 
destroy them; I will make thy posterity 
into a great nation instead. But Moses 
would still plead with the Lord his God; 
What, Lord, said he, wilt thou vent thy 
anger on thy people, the people thou didst 
rescue from Egypt so imperiously, with so 
strong a hand? Wilt thou let the Egyp¬ 
tians say it was but a treacherous de¬ 
liverance; that thou hadst marked them 
out for death, here in the moun tain* ., and 



1 ‘The tabernacle which attests my covenant *; in the Hebrew text, the phrase used is ‘the tabernacle 
which is the meeting-place (between God and man)’, elsewhere rendered in the T.arm version, 'the 
tabernacle which bears record of me*. 3 That is, perhaps, during all the busy activity of making the 

tabernacle. 
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Massacre of the Idolaters by the Levites 

no trace left of them on earth? Oh let the 
storm of thy anger pass; pardon thy people’s 
guilt! Remember thy servants Abraham, 
Isaac and Israel, and the oath thou didst 
swear by thy own name: I will make your 
posterity countless as the stars in heaven, 
and give them all this land of which I spoke 
to you, to be their everlasting home. So 
the Lord relented, and spared his people 
the punishment he had threatened. 

With that, Moses came down from the 
mountain, carrying in his hand the two 
tablets of the law, with writing on either 
side, God’s workmanship; a divine hand 
had traced the characters they bore. And 
now, as the noise of shouting reached him, 
Josue said to Moses, I hear the cry of battle 
in the camp. No, said he, this is no sound 
of triumph or of rout; it is the sound of 
singing that I hear. Then they drew nearer 
the camp, and he saw the calf standing 
there, and the dancing. And so angry was 
he that he threw down the tablets he held, 
and broke them against the spurs of the 
mountain; then he took the calf they had 
made and threw it on the fire, and beat it 
into dust; this dust he sprinkled over 
water, which he made the Israelites drink. 
And he asked Aaron, What harm has this 
people done thee, that thou hast involved 
them in such guilt? Do not be angry with 
me, my lord, said he; thou knowest how 
the whole bent of this people is towards 
wrong-doing, and it was they who said to 
me, Fashion us gods to be our leaders. We 
had a man to lead us, this Moses, when we 
came away from Egypt, but there is no 
saying now what has become of him. So 
I asked them. Which of you has any gold 
in his possession? And they brought what 
they had, and gave it to me; I cast it into 
the fire, and this calf was the issue of it. 

Moses saw, too, that the people went all 
unarmed; Aaron had let them strip, in 
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their shameless debauchery, so that they 
were defenceless against attack. 1 So he 26 
stood there at the gate of the camp, and 
said, Rally to my side, all that will take the 
Lord’s part. Then the whole tribe of Levi 
gathered round them, and he said, A mes- 27 
sage to you from the Lord God of Israel. 
Gird on your swords, and pass to and fro 
through the middle of the camp, from gate 
to gate, killing your own brothers, your 
own friends, your own neighbours. So the 28 
sons of Levi did as Moses bade them, and 
that day some twenty-three thousand men 
fell slain. To-day, said Moses, at war with 29 
your own flesh and blood, you have dedi¬ 
cated your hands to the Lord’s service, 
and earned his blessing. 2 

When the morrow came, Moses told the 30 
people, You have sinned heinously; I will 
go up into the Lord’s presence, and see if 
I can make amends for your guilt. And so, 31 
having recourse to the Lord again, he 
prayed thus: Thy people have sinned 
heinously, in making themselves gods of 
gold. I entreat thee, pardon this offence 
of theirs; or else blot out my name too 32 
from the record thou hast written. 3 Who- 33 
ever sins against me, the Lord answered, 
shall be blotted out from my record. 
But do thou march on, and lead this people 34 
into the land I told thee of, and my angel 
shall still go before thee. But when the 
time comes for vengeance, this sin of theirs 
shall not be forgotten. 

The Lord, then, made the people suffer 3s 
for their wickedness in the matter of the 
calf Aaron made for them.^ 

And now a new message came to 
Moses from the Lord, March on, 
then, with the people thou hast led out of 
Egypt; make thy way hence to the land I 
promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
should be the home of their race. I am 2 



1 The meaning of the Hebrew text here is somewhat obscure; it says no more, than that Aaron had 
^en the people free rein, exposing them to the derision of their attackers. If the interpretation given in 
the Latin is correct, we should perhaps suppose that the Hebrews were commanded to go always armed; 
and it was the neglect of this command which exposed them to the onslaught of the Levites. 2 Wherever 
the Old Testament records bloodthirsty actions done from zeal for the worship of God, we should remember 
(0 the barbarity of the times and (ii) the fact that God, under the imperfect revelation of the Old Covenant, 
did sometimes sanction conduct which, for more enlightened consciences, would be wrong. Hence we must 
not regard exploits like that of the Levites in this passage as worthy of imitation. According to the Hebrew 
text, the number of those killed was three thousand. 3 It does not seem probable that Moses refers 

here to the book of eternal life; if we understand him in that sense, he is perhaps giving rhetorical ex¬ 
pression to the love he bears for his people. (Cf. note on Rom. 9. 3.) But the allusion is more probably 
to the register of Gods people, mystically conceived as written down under his eye; cf. Mai. 3. 16. 

It is not clear whether this refers to the events described in verses 27-29, or some other punishment not 
here specified. 
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ready to send an angel who will go before 
thee, so as to cast out Chanaanite, Amor- 
rhite, Hethite, Pherezite, Hevite and Je- 

3 busite, and bring thee into the land that is 
all milk and honey. But I will not go with 
thee myself, stiff-necked people as thou 
art, or I might be moved to destroy thee 
on the way. 

4 The people, on hearing this bitter re¬ 
proach, went mourning, and none wore 

5 his ornaments, as custom bade; the Lord’s 
word came through Moses to the Israelites, 
You are a stiff-necked people, and if once 
I set out on the march among you, I would 
be moved to destroy you. Take off, here 
and now, your ornaments, and wait till I 

6 have resolved what to do with you. So 
there, at mount Horeb, the sons of Israel 

7 laid their ornaments aside. Moses, too, 
removed his tent, 1 and pitched it far off, 
away from the camp, calling it, The tent 
which bears witness to the covenant; to 
this, all who had disputes to settle must 
betake themselves, away from the camp. 

a And when Moses repaired to this tent of 
his, all the people rose up and stood at the 
doors of their own tents, following Moses 

9 with their eyes till he went in. And, once 
he was within the tent that bore witness 
of the covenant, the pillar of cloud would 
come down and stand at the entrance of it, 
and there the Lord spoke with Moses, 

10 while all watched the pillar of cloud stand¬ 
ing there, and rose up and worshipped, 

11 each at his own tent door. Thus the Lord 
spoke with Moses face to face, as a man 
speaks to his friend. And when he re¬ 
turned to the camp, Josue, son of Nun, the 
young man who served him, never left the 
tent unguarded. 

12 Then Moses complained to the Lord, 
Thou biddest me lead this people on the 
march, but thou wilt not tell me who it is 
thou art sending me for my guide. And 
this is the man whom thou callest thy 
familiar friend, 2 assuring him of thy 

13 favour! Nay, if indeed thou dost look 
upon me with favour, make thy own pre¬ 
sence known to me; let me know thee, and 


The Lord speaks with Moses face to face 

know that thy favour is with me. Have 
more regard for this folk, thy own people. 
My presence, the Lord said, shall go before 14 
thee, and bring thee to thy resting-place. 

It must be thyself, said Moses, going 15 
before us; otherwise do not bid us leave 
the place where we are. 3 How am I and 16 
thy people to know that thou dost look 
upon us with favour, if thou wilt not 
journey with us; such a privilege as no 
other people in the world can boast? And 17 
the Lord told Moses, I will grant this 
request of thine; such favour thou hast 
with me, thou, my familiar friend. 

Give me, then, said Moses, the sight of m 
thy glory. And he answered, All my splen- 19 
dour shall pass before thy eyes, and I will 
pronounce, in thy presence, my own divine 
name, the name of the Lord who shews 
favour where he will, grants pardon where 
he will. But, my face, he said, thou canst 20 
not see; mortal man cannot see me, and 
live to tell of it. Then he said, There is a 21 
place here, close by me, where thou mayst 
stand on a rock; there I will station thee 22 
in a cleft of the rock, while my glory passes 
by, and cover thee with my right hand until 
I have gone past. So, when I take my hand 23 
away, thou shalt follow me with thy eyes, 
but my face thou canst not see. 

After this the Lord said to him, 
Carve two tablets of stone, like 
those others, and I will write on them the 
same words as I wrote on the tablets thou 
didst break. Be ready to come up on to 2 
mount Sinai in the morning, and there 
thou shalt stand before me on the moun¬ 
tain top. No one else is to climb up with 3 
thee, no one else is to be in sight on any 
part of the mountain; even the cattle and 
the sheep must not be allowed to graze 
within view. So Moses carved two tablets 4 
of stone, like the others; and he rose at 
dawn and went up mount Sinai at the 
Lord’s bidding, with the tablets in his 
hand. The Lord came down to meet him, 5 
hidden in cloud, and Moses stood with 
him there, calling on the Lord’s name. 



1 Some would translate ‘the tabernacle', but it seems clear that the tabernacle, afterwards called ‘the 
tabernacle of the covenant’ (or rather, ‘pf meeting'] see note on 31. 7), had not yet been constructed. 
1 Literally,‘knowest by name’. So in verse 17, below. 3 In the Hebrew text of verse 13, Moses asks 
the Lord to make known not his presence, but *his way'; it is difficult to see in what exact sense. Both in 
verse 14 and in verse 15, according to the Hebrew text, it is a question of God’s ‘face’, or ‘presence’, 
going before Moses on his journey. The Latin, however, seems to distinguish between God’s presence’ 
(as if it were something which could be indirectly manifested), and his own personal nearness. 
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The Tablets of the Law renewed on the Mountain 


6 Thus the Lord passed by, and he cried 
out, It is the Lord God, the ruler of all 
things, the merciful, the gracious; slow to 
take vengeance, rich in kindness, faithful 

7 to his promises. He is true to his promise 
of mercy a thousand times over; shame or 
sin or guilt is none but he forgives it; yet, 
before him, none can claim innocence in 
his own right, and when he punishes, the 
son must make amends for the father’s 
guilt, to the third and the fourth genera- 

8 tion . 1 Then, without more ado, Moses fell 
prostrate with his face to the ground in 

9 worship. Lord, he said, if thou dost look 
on me with favour, I entreat thee to go 
with us on our journey, stiff-necked as this 
people is; guilt of our sins do thou pardon, 
and keep us for thy own. 

10 And the Lord answered, Here is my 
covenant, to which I am pledged. In the 
presence of you all I will do such marvels 
as were never yet seen on earth by any 
nation; the people among whom thou 
dwellest shall see for themselves what the 
Lord can do, and be terrified at the sight. 

11 Thy part is to keep all the commandments 
I am now giving thee. 

When I dispossess Amorrhite, Cha- 
naanite, Hethite, Pherezite, Hevite and 

ii Jebusite at thy coming, make no treaty of 
friendship with any inhabitant of the land, 

13 or it will be thy ruin; destroy their altars, 
break their images, cut down their forest 

1 4 shnnes . 2 Never pay worship to any alien 
god; the very name of the Lord bespeaks 

5 jealous love, he will endure no rival. Do 
not ally yourselves, then, with those who 
dwell there; those faithless hearts will be 
set on their own gods, and when they do 
sacrifice to their idols, someone will bid 
thee come and feast upon the meat so 

6 offered. Nor must thou find wives for thy 
sons among their daughters; faithless 
themselves, they will make thy sons, too, 
faithless, and worshippers of their own 

7 gods. Cast no metal to make thyself idols. 


Observe the feast of unleavened bread, ib 
F or seven days, in the first month of 
spring, thou shalt eat thy bread without 
leaven, as I bade thee; it was in that spring 
month thou didst escape from Egypt. 

The first male thing that comes from 19 
every womb is forfeit to me; every such 
living thing, be it ox or ass, is mine by 
right. When an ass has her first foal, thou 2c 
shalt offer a sheep in payment of its ran¬ 
som; or, if thou hast no mind to ransom it, 
let it be killed. The first-born of thy own 
sons thou must ransom, presenting thyself 
before me with an offering. 

Thou hast six days to work in; on the 21 
seventh, both ploughing and reaping must 
cease. 

Thou shalt keep the feast of the seven 22 
weeks, with the first-fruits of thy wheat 
harvest, and another feast at the end of the 
year, when all is gathered in. Thrice in the 23 
year all thy men folk shall present them¬ 
selves before the Lord, the almighty God 
of Israel. And so, when I have cfispos- 24 
sessed the nations at thy coming, and given 
thee wide lands to dwell in, three times a 
year present thyself before the Lord thy 
God, and thy lands none shall invade by 
treachery. 

When thou offerest living things in 25 
sacrifice to me, the bread that goes with 
them shall not be leavened, nor shalt thou 
leave any of the paschal victim till the 
morrow. 

Bring the first-fruits of thy land as an 26 
offering to the house of the Lord thy God. 
Seething a kid in its dam’s milk is a rite 
forbidden thee. 

Then the Lord said to Moses, Put these 27 
words in writing, as terms of the covenant 
I am making with thee and with Israel. 

So, for forty days and nights, without food 28 
or drink, he remained there with the Lord; 
and he wrote down on the tablets the ten 
precepts of the covenant. 3 Moses came 29 
down, after this, from Mount Sinai, bear- 


1 In the Latin version, it is Moses who cries aloud the Lord’s name, and describes him in the terms 
of verses 6 and 7. But according to the Hebrew text, it is the Almighty who cries out his own name as he 
comes near, and verses 6 and 7 give the terms in which he does so. This is more in keeping with the 
promise made above (33. 19). 2 ’Images’; the word here used, which is of frequent occurrence, 

perhaps refers to stone pillars set up by the side of heathen altars; they may, originally, have been meant 
for representations of deity. The ‘forest shrines’ seem to have been sacred wooden poles similarly erected 
by the side of altars. These may have been survivals of tree-worship; cf. the emphasis on worshipping 
under trees in (e.g.) Jer. 2. 20; 3. 6, 13. 3 The text is awkward, suggesting that Moses wrote on 

uie two tablets of stone the precepts, largely ceremonial, given in the preceding verses (11-26). But it 
is clear from verse 1 above that it was God who wrote on this occasion, reinscribing the moral precepts 
of Ex. 20. 2-17; Moses will have carried out the command given to him in verse 27 later on, with ordinary 
writing materials. 
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ing with him the two tablets on which the 
law was written; and his face, although he 
did not know it, was all radiant 1 after the 
meeting at which he had held speech with 

30 God. The sight of that radiance made 
Aaron and the sons of Israel shrink from 

31 all near approach to him; he must call out 
to Aaron and the leaders of the people 

32 before they would gather round him. To 
these he spoke first; then all the Israelites 
came to greet him, and he passed on to 
them all the commands he had received on 

33 mount SinaL When he had finished speak- 

34 ing, he put a veil over his face, which he 
only laid aside when he went into the 
Lord’s presence and had speech with him. 
Afterwards he would come out, and tell 
the Israelites what commands had been 

35 given him; so they saw his face, as he came 
out, still radiant, but always, when he 
spoke to them, he veiled his face as before. 

And now he called the whole 
assembly of the Israelites into his 
presence, and told them. Here are the 

2 Lord’s co mman ds. You have six days 
before you now to work in; when the 
seventh comes, you must keep it holy, 
since it is the sabbath, the Lord’s day of 
rest; no one must do any work that day, 

3 on pain of death, you must not even light 
a fire in any of your dwelling-places on the 

4 sabbath day. Then Moses went on to tell 
all the Israelites what prescriptions the 

5 Lord had given him, 1 how they were to set 
apart contributions, to be offered to the 
Lord freely and with a ready heart; con¬ 
tributions of gold and silver and bronze, 

6 threads of blue and purple and scarlet 

7 twice-dyed, and lawn, and goats’ hair, and 
rams’ fleeces dyed red, and skins dyed 

s violet; acacia wood, and oil to feed lamps, 
spices for the anointing-oil, and sweet- 

9 smelling incense; onyx-stones, too, and 
jewels, to be set in the priestly mantle and 
its burse. 

10 If any of you is a skilled craftsman, he 
said, let him come forward to carry out the 

11 Lord’s bid ding . There is a tabernacle to 
be made, with its covering and its canopy, 
rings and boards and poles and pegs and 

12 sockets; an ark with poles to carry it, a 
throne over it, and a veil to hang in front 

1 Literally (in the Latin), ‘his face was homed’, 
text in chapters 35-39 as in chapters 25-30. 


transfigured; Offerings for the Tabernacle 

of it; a table with its poles and its appur- 13 
tenances, bread, too, to be set forth there; 
a lamp-stand on which the lights are to u 
rest, with its lamps and its other appur¬ 
tenances, and oil to keep the light burning; 
an altar for offering incense, with its poles; 15 
oil for anointing, and incense made from 
spices; a screen for the tabernacle en¬ 
trance ; an altar for bumt-sacrifice, with its 16 
grating of bronze, its poles and other ap¬ 
purtenances; a basin with its stand; cur- 17 
tains for the court, with the posts they 
hang from and their sockets, a hanging for 
the door of the court, pegs and ropes to 18 
make fast both the tabernacle and its en¬ 
closure; the vestments that are worn in the 19 
service of the sanctuary, and those sacred 
vestments in which Aaron and his sons 
will perform their priestly office before the 
Lord. 

No sooner had the sons of Israel left 20 
Moses’ presence, than all alike began 21 
making their contributions to the Lord, 
with readiness and devotion of heart, to 
help build the tabernacle that should bear 
record of him. Whatever was needed for 
the performance of worship, or for sacred 
vestments, men and women made haste to 22 
give; armlets and ear-pendants, rings and 
bracelets; all the gold ware they had was 
set apart to be given to the Lord. And 23 
whoever had thread of blue or purple or 
scarlet twice-dyed, lawn or goats' hair, 
rams’ fleeces dyed red, or skins dyed violet, 
or silver, or bronze, offered them to the 24 
Lord; and acacia wood for all its manif old 
uses. There were women, too, skilled in 25 
spinning, who had their own contribution 
to make of blue, or purple, or scarlet, or 
lawn, or goats’hair, and made them of their 26 
own accord. It was the rulers who gave n 
onyx-stones and jewels for the mantle and 
its burse, and the spices and oil for feeding 28 
the lamps, and preparing the ointment, 
and making the sweet-smelling incense. 

All alike, men and women, devoutly 29 
brought their gifts, so as to speed on the 
work which the Lord, through Moses, had 
enjoined on them; there was not one Is¬ 
raelite that did not freely consecrate his 
offerings to the Lord’s service. 

And now Moses said to the sons of Is- 30 
rael, Here is the name of the man the Lord 

2 The Latin sometimes varies from the Hebrew 
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Construction of the Tabernacle by Beseleel and Ooliab exodus 


has singled out to help me, Beseleel, son 
of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Juda. 
The Lord has filled this man with his 
divine spirit, making him wise, adroit, and 
skilful in every kind of craftsmanship, so 
that he can design and execute whatever is 
needed, in gold, silver, bronze, and sculp¬ 
tured gems, and carpenter’s work. All the 
craftsman’s wit can discover the Lord has 
put into his heart. Here is Ooliab, too, son 
of Achisamech, of the tribe of Dan; both 
of these he has endowed with skill, to 
carry out woodwork, and tapestry, and 
embroidery, with threads of blue and 
purple and scarlet twice-dyed and lawn; 
the weaving shall be theirs, and they shall 
find out new devices. 

And so the work was begun, by 
Beseleel, and Ooliab, and all the 
craftsmen to whom the Lord had given 
skill in their craft, so that they should know 
how to make workmanlike provision for 
the sanctuary’s needs, according to the 
prescriptions the Lord had given. Moses 
summoned them, all these trained work¬ 
men who had been endowed by the Lord 
with skill, and had offered their services 
freely; and he handed over to them the 
contributions which the sons of Israel 
made. Eagerly they set about their work, 
and every morning the people brought 
their gifts, till at last the workmen must 
needs come to Moses, and tell him, The 
people are offering more than is needed. 
So Moses bade the crier give out that no 
man or woman should offer any more for 
the needs of the sanctuary; thus he put an 
end to the bringing of gifts, because the 
contribution had already given them 
enough and to spare. 

So, to carry out the fashioning of the 
tabernacle, all these skilful workmen made 
ten curtains, of twisted linen thread, em¬ 
broidered with threads of blue and purple 
and scarlet twice-dyed, all of the same size, 
twenty-eight cubits in length and four in 
width. Then Beseleel joined five of these 
to each other, and the remaining five in the 
same way. And on the sides of one set of 
curtains, at its extreme edge, he made loops 
of blue cord, and so with the other, so that 
loop could meet loop and be fastened to it. 
Afterwards he made fifty gold clasps, to 
catch the loops on the curtains, so as to 


make a single tent of them. Next, he made 14 
eleven coverings of goats’ hair, to protect 
the tapestry over the tabernacle. The mea- 1 5 
surements of all these coverings were the 
same; each was thirty cubits long and four 
cubits wide. He joined together first five 16 
of these coverings, then the other six in 
their turn. And he made fifty loops at the n 
edge of the first set of coverings, then fifty 
at the edge of the other, to join them 
together, and fifty brazen clasps, so that ib 
the coverings would be tied together, and 
the whole would form a single protecting 
roof. He made a canopy, too, over the 19 
tabernacle, of rams’ fleeces dyed red, and 
another canopy over that of skins dyed 
violet. 

He made upright frames, too, of acacia 20 
wood to support the tabernacle. Each 21 
board was ten cubits high, and had a width 
of a cubit and a half; and at the sides of it, 22 
two tenon-pieces jutted out, so that each 
might be mortised to the next; all the 
framework of the tabernacle he made in 
this way. Twenty frames were on the 23 
south, facing the midday sun, with forty 24 
silver sockets, two to each frame, fitting 
on each side at the comers, where the 
mortising finished. There were twenty 25 
frames, too, on the side of the tabernacle 
which looked north, with forty silver 26 
sockets, two to each frame. For the 27 
western side of the tabernacle, looking 
towards the sea, he made six frames, and 28 
two in addition, for the corners at the ex¬ 
treme end of the tabernacle. These were 29 
joined together, from bottom to top, with 
a single land of fastening; it was the same 
with the comers at each side, so that alto- 30 
gether there were eight frames, with six¬ 
teen silver sockets, two at the foot of each. 

Then he made five poles of acacia wood, 31 
to hold the frames together on one side of 
the tabernacle, and five more to connect 32 
the frames on the opposite side, and on the 
western side of the tabernacle, looking sea¬ 
wards, five more still. And one pole he 33 
made that should reach right along the 
frames from end to end. The sockets he 34 
made of cast silver; the frames themselves 
he gilded over, and made rings of gold 
through which the poles, those too plated 
with gold, could pass. 

He made a veil, too, out of twisted linen 35 
thread, worked in threads of blue and 
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36 purple and scarlet twice-dyed, with all the 
embroiderer’s art, and four posts of acacia 
wood, gilded and with gilt capitals, but set 

37 in silver sockets. And he made a screen 
out of twisted linen thread, embroidered 
with threads of blue and purple and scarlet 
twice-dyed, for the entrance of the taber- 

38 nacle, and five posts of acacia wood which 
he gilded over, capitals and all, fitting into 
sockets of moulded bronze. 

Beseleel also made an ark of acacia 
wood, two and a half cubits long, 
with a breadth and height of one and a 
half cubits, and gave it a covering and a 

2 linin g of pure gold, putting a coping of 

3 gold all round the top of it, and four rings, 
cast in gold, at its four comers, two on 

4 each of the flanks. Then he made poles of 

5 acacia wood, gilded over, and passed them 
through the rings on the sides of the ark, 
so as to carry it. 

6 He made a throne, too, or shrine, of 
pure gold, two and a half cubits long, one 

7 and a half cubits broad, and two cherubs 
of pure beaten gold, which he set up on 
either side of the throne, each of them at 

s its extreme edge. And these two cherubs 
that stood at the extreme edges of the 

9 throne overshadowed it with their out¬ 
spread wings, facing towards it and to¬ 
wards each other. 

1 o And he made a table of acacia wood, two 
cubits long, a cubit broad, and a cubit and 

ir a half in height; this he gilded with pure 
gold, and made a rim of gold about its 

12 edge, with an embossed coping four inches 
high, and a second coping of gold over 

13 that. Then he cast four rings and fixed 
them to the four comers of the table, one 

14 by each leg close to the coping; and he put 
poles through them, that would carry the 

is table; these poles, too, he made of acacia 

16 wood, and gilded them over. So with the 
appurtenances of the table, cups, and 
bowls, and dishes, and goblets for pouring 
out libations; all were of pure gold. 

17 And he made a lamp-stand of pure 

18 beaten gold, with branches co min g out 
from its stem, all with their cups and bosses 
and fleurs-de-lis. Six branches stood 

19 about the stem, three on either side; and 
on each branch there were three cups 
shaped like almond-flowers, then a boss, 
then a fleur-de-lis, balanced by three cups 


Construction of the Ark and the Altars 

and a boss and a fleur-de-lis on the oppo¬ 
site branch; such was the fashion of all the 
six branches that came out of the stem. 
But the stem itself had four cups, shaped 
like almond-flowers, each with its boss and 
its fleur-de-lis; there were six branches 
altogether coming out of a single stem, and 
under each pair of them there was an addi¬ 
tional boss. The bosses and the branches 
were all of a piece with the main stem, and 
all alike were of pure beaten gold. He 
made seven lamps, too, with snuffers and 
trays for the burnt wick, all of pure gold. 
The whole weight of the lamp-stand, to¬ 
gether with its appurtenances, was a talent 
of gold. 

And he made an altar of acacia wood for 
burning incense, a cubit square, with a 
height of two cubits; it had horns at the 
comers. And he covered the whole with 
pure gold, the grate and the walls around 
it and the horns too. It had a rim of gold 
about it, and close under the rim two gold 
rings on either side, for putting poles in, 
so that the altar could be carried. These 
poles, too, were of acacia wood, gilded 
over. 

And he made oil for the hallowing oint¬ 
ment, and incense of pure spices, with all 
the art of a perfumer. 

He made another altar, too, of 
acacia wood, for burnt-sacrifice, 
with a surface five cubits square, and a 
height of three cubits; it had horns at the 
comers, and it was plated with bronze. And 
he provided it with appurtenances all of 
bronze, ash-pans, tongs, forks, hooks and 
braziers; and made it a bronze grating of 
network, and a hearth under this, in the 
middle of the altar. He also cast four 
rings, to go at the four extreme ends of the 
grating; through these, poles were to be 
passed, to carry the altar. The poles them¬ 
selves he made of acacia wood, covered 
with a plating of bronze, and set them in 
the rings that stood out from the sides of 
the altar. This altar was not solid, but 
hollow, made of frames with an empty 
space between them. 

Then he made a washing-basin and a 
stand for it, out of bronze from the mirrors 
of the women who used to keep watch at 
the door of the tabernacle. 

He made a court, too, at the south side 
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of the Tabernacle , how provided 


The whole Cost 

of which there were hangings of twisted 

10 linen thread, a hundred cubits long, and 
twenty posts, with brazen sockets, 1 with 
their capitals and all their chased work of 

xi silver. On the north side, too, there were 
hangings, and posts with their sockets and 
capitals, all of the same measurement, 

12 workmanship, and material. But on the 
side which looked westwards the hangings 
were only fifty cubits long, and the posts, 
with their brazen sockets, their silver 
capitals, and chased work, were only ten 

n in number. For the eastern side, it was 

14 fifty cubits long; fifteen cubits occupied 
the space at one end, in which there were 

15 three sockets and three posts, and at the 
other end (leaving room in between for the 
entrance which led to the tabernacle) there 
were again hangings fifteen cubits long, 

16 three posts, and three sockets. All these 
hangings for the court he had made out of 

17 twisted linen thread. The sockets for the 
posts were of bronze; the capitals were of 
silver, in chased work; the posts of the 

16 court he plated with silver. At the en¬ 
trance, he made a hanging of twisted linen 
threads, embroidered with threads of blue 
and purple and scarlet twice-dyed, twenty 
cubits long, and, like all the hangings of 

i9 the court, five cubits high. There were 
four posts at the entrance, with sockets of 

jo bronze and capitals of chased silver. The 
pegs which kept the tabernacle and the 
court in place, all round, were made of 
bronze. 

11 Here is an account, drawn up at Moses 1 
command by the priest Ithamar, son of 
Aaron, with the help of the Levites. It 
shews what was spent on the tabernacle 

» that bears record of the Lord, when all the 
work was completed, at the Lord’s com¬ 
mand given through Moses, by Beseleel, 
son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of 

1 3 Juda. (He had Ooliab, too, son of Achisa- 
mech, of the tribe of Dan, to help him; he 
too was a famous craftsman in wood, he 
too could make tapestry and embroidery 
from threads of blue, and purple, and 

14 scarlet, and lawn.) The sum of gold spent 


in building the sanctuary, provided by the 
contribution, was twenty-nine talents and 
seven hundred and thirty sides, by sanc¬ 
tuary reckoning. Offerings, too, were 25 
made by those who were registered, six 
hundred and three thousand five hundred 
and fifty men under arms, from the age of 
twenty upwards; thus there were also a 26 
hundred talents of silver, from which they 
made the sockets of the holy place, and 
those of the entrance, where the veil hangs; 
a hundred sockets were made out of a hun- 27 
dred talents, one talent for each socket. 
They used besides a thousand seven hun- 28 
dred and seventy-five sides over the capi¬ 
tals of the posts, and the posts themselves 
where these were plated with silver. 
Seventy-two thousand talents and four 29 
hundred sides of bronze were offered , 2 and 30 
of these they made the sockets of the ap¬ 
proach to the tabernacle that bears record 
of the Lord, and the brazen altar with its 
grating, and all the appurtenances used at 
it; and the sockets round the court and at 31 
the entrance to the court, and the pegs 
which held up the tabernacle and the en¬ 
closure round about. 

Beseleel made vestments, too, of 
blue and purple, scarlet and lawn, 
for Aaron to wear when he ministered in 
the holy place, as the Lord had prescribed 
them to Moses. He made a mande of 2 
gold and blue and purple and scarlet twice- 
dyed, and of twisted linen thread, all em¬ 
broidered work; to do this, he must needs 3 
cut up gold leaf and spin it into threads, 
so that it could be worked into the rest of 
the coloured woof. At the top, on either 4 
side, he made two shoulder-pieces joined 
together, and a band 3 of the same colours, 5 
as the Lord had prescribed to Moses. He t> 
also provided two onyx-stones, closely set 
in gold, and inscribed by a gem-carver 
with the names of Israel’s sons; these, ac- 7 
cording to the prescription which the Lord 
had given Moses, he let into the sides of 
the mande, to keep the sons of Israel in 
memory. 



Latin version h ere seems to imply that the posts themselves were made of bronze. But there is 
n ° k'ul inc "Cation m 27. io, and verse 17 below tells us that the posts were plated with silver, and therefore 
probably made of wood. It seems possible therefore that the Latin text is only an awkward rendering of 
the Hebrew, which clearly says that the sockets were of bronze. 2 The Hebrew text has ‘seventy 

talents and two thousand four hundred sides’, a much more likely figure. It is probable that the talent 
represents about halt a hundredweight, and the side about half an ounce; but tne figures, according to 
ocners, should be considerably lower. 3 The Latin renders this Hebrew word differently in 28. 8. 
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The Work completed; Moses gives the Workmen his Blessing 


EXODUS 

8 He made a burse, too, of embroidered 
work, of the same pattern as the mantle 
itself, of gold and blue and purple and 
scarlet twice-dyed, and twisted linen 

9 thread, a folded square of a palm’s breadth 

10 either way. And he set in it four rows of 
stones; in the first row a sardius, a topaz, 

11 and an emerald; in the second, a carbuncle, 

12 a sapphire, and a jasper-stone; in the third, 

13 a jacynth, an agate, and an amethyst; in 
the fourth, a chrysolite, an onyx-stone, and 
a beryl; all the rows were closely set in 

14 gold. And these stones were inscribed 
with the names of the twelve tribes of 

15 Israel, one on each. On the burse, they 
put chains of pure gold, fastened together, 

16 and two hooks, and two rings, all of gold. 
The rings they set on either side of the 

17 burse, so that the two gold chains could 
hang from them, and these fitted the hooks 
which stood out from the corners of the 

i a mantle. They met before and behind in 
such a way that mantle and burse were 

19 linked together, tied to the strongly fast¬ 
ened rings of the band by $ blue cord, so 
that they should not hang loose, and come 
apart; so the Lord had prescribed to 
Moses. 

20 They made a tunic, too, to go with the 

21 mantle, all of blue, with an opening in the 
middle of it at the top, that had a woven 

22 border round it. Underneath, round the 
skirt of it, there were ornaments of blue 
thread and purple and scarlet, and twisted 

23 linen thread, pomegranate-shaped; bells, 
too, of pure gold, which they put in be¬ 
tween the pomegranates all round, at the 

24 edge of the tunic; first a golden bell, then 
a pomegranate. Such, according to the 
prescription the Lord had given Moses, 
was to be the dress of the priest when he 

25 went in to perform his sacred office. They 
made, too, woven robes of lawn for Aaron 

26 and his sons, and mitres of lawn with rings 

27 about them, breeches, too, woven of fine 

2H linen thread, and a girdle of twisted linen 

thread, embroidered with threads of blue 
and purple and scarlet twice-dyed, as the 

29 Lord had prescribed to Moses. They also 
made a plate of pure gold, a thing most 
sacred, inscribed with all the engraver’s 
skill, with the words, Set apart for the 

30 Lord; and this, according to the prescrip¬ 
tion the Lord gave Moses, they fastened 
with a blue cord to the mitre. 


So the sons of Israel finished making the \ i 
tabernacle, and all that covered in the 
sacred record, carrying out all the pre¬ 
scriptions the Lord had given to Moses. 
And they brought the tabernacle to 32 
Moses, the tent itself and all its furniture, 
rings, frames, poles, posts and sockets; the 33 
canopy of rams’ fleeces dyed red, and the 
other canopy of skins dyed violet; the veil, ™ 
the ark with its poles, and the throne; 
the table with its appurtenances and the 35 
loaves that were to be set out on it; the 36 
lamp-stand, with its lamps and its other 
appurtenances, and the oil for it; the 37 
golden altar, the ointment, and the incense 
made from spices; the hanging for the 38 
tabernacle approach; the brazen altar, with 39 
its grate, its poles, and all its appur¬ 
tenances; the basin with its stand; the 
hangings for the court, and the posts with 
their sockets ; the hanging for the entrance 4" 
of the court, its ropes and its pegs. Nothing 
was missing of all the appurtenances that 
had been prescribed for the needs of the 
tabernacle, the shrine of the covenant. The 41 
vestments, too, that were to be worn by 
the priests, both Aaron himself and his 
sons, in the sanctuai^, were brought to 42 
Moses by the Israelites, in fulfilment of 
the Lord’s command. And when Moses 43 
saw that they had completed all their task, 
he gave them his blessing. 

And now the Lord said to Moses, 
When the first day of the first 2 
month comes, set up the tabernacle that is 
to bear record of me, and put the ark in it, 3 
and screen the ark with the veil. Then 4 
bring in the table, and set out due offerings 
there; the lamp-stand, too, must be in its 
place, with lamps on it, and the golden 5 
altar upon which incense is burnt, there 
before the ark that bears record of me. 
Stretch out the hanging at the entrance to 
the tabernacle, and set down before it the 6 
altar for burnt-sacrifice, with the basin 1 
there, full of water, between altar and 
tabernacle; and screen off the court and « 
its entrance with the hangings. Then 9 
bring out the anointing-oil, and hallow by 
unction with it the tabernacle and its ap¬ 
purtenances; the altar for burnt-sacrifice 10 
and all that belongs to it, and the washing- ■ 1 
basin with its stand; all must be con¬ 
secrated with the anointing-oil, to be 
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A divine Cloud overspreads the Tabernacle exodus 


12 holiness itself. Bring Aaron, too, and his 
sons to the doors of the tabernacle that 
bears record of me, and, when they have 

13 washed, clothe them with the sacred vest¬ 
ments in which they are to minister to 
me, and anoint them to be my priests for 
ever. 

14 Moses did as the Lord bade him; and 
on the first day of the first month, in this 
second year of wandering, the tabernacle 

1 ft was set up. To set it up, Moses must first 
dispose the frames, with their sockets and 

1 ■* poles, and erect the posts; then he spread 
the tapestry over the tabernacle, and co¬ 
vered it, as the Lord bade him, with the 

is canopy. He put the tablets of the law in 
the ark, and passed the poles through at 
the base of it, and fixed the throne above 

19 it. Then, bringing the ark into the taber¬ 
nacle, he spread the veil in front of it, in 

20 fulfilment of the Lord’s command. In 
front of the veil, at the northern end of the 
tabernacle that bore record of the Lord, 

21 he put down the table, and on it, as the 
Lord bade him, he set out the consecrated 

22 loaves. On the south side of the taber¬ 
nacle, opposite the table, he set up the 

23 lamp-stand, with all its lamps in position 

24 as the Lord bade him. And before the 
veil, still under the tabernacle roof, he 

25 placed the golden altar, on which, at the 


Lord’s command, he burnt incense made 
from spices. 

And now he must hang the screen at the 26 
entrance of the tabernacle, and by the door 27 
of the tabernacle must stand the altar for 
burnt-sacrifice, on which he offered the 
victims and sacrificial gifts which the Lord 
had prescribed. He put the basin, too, 28 
between the tabernacle and the altar, filling 
it with water, so that Moses and Aaron 29 
and Aaron’s sons could wash their hands 
and feet whenever they would enter the 30 
tabernacle that bore record of the cove¬ 
nant, or approach the altar, as the Lord 
had commanded him. He also set up the 31 
court round the tabernacle and the altar, 
and hung the screen at the entrance to it. 

When all was done, a cloud covered the 32 
tabernacle, and it was filled with the 
brightness of the Lord’s presence; nor 33 
could Moses enter the tabernacle that bore 
record of the covenant, so thick the cloud 
that spread all about it, so radiant was the 
Lord’s majesty; all was wrapped in cloud. 
Whenever the cloud lifted from the taber- 34 
nacle, the Israelites would muster and set 
out on the march, and while it hung there, 35 
they halted. The divine cloud by day, the 36 
divine fire by night, still brooded over the 
tabernacle for all Israel to sec it, wherever 
they halted on their journey. 
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THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS 


T he Lord summoned Moses, and, 
from the tabernacle that bore re¬ 
cord of Him made known his will. 
These rules the Israelites were to 
follow, when any of them would offer the 
Lord a beast as a victim, from herd or from 
3 flock. The man who would win the Lord’s 
favour with burnt-sacrifice of cattle must 
bring a male beast, without blemish, to the 
4 door of the tabernacle, and lay his hand on 
the beast’s head, and so it will be accepted, 
and will serve to make atonement for him. 
5 Then he will immolate the calf in the Lord’s 
presence, and the priests of Aaron’s line will 
make an offering of its blood, which they 
will pour round the altar at the tabernacle 
6 door. Then they will skin the victim and 
7 cut its limbs into joints; and, lighting a fire 
on the altar, where a pile of wood lies 
8 ready, they will lay on it the joints, the head 
9 and the fat 1 round the liver. The entrails 
and feet must first be washed with water. 
So the priest will make a burnt-sacrifice of 
it all, there on the altar, and the smell of its 
burning will be acceptable to the Lord, 
r o As with the herd, so with the flock; if he 

would offer sacrifice, sheep or goat, let him 
bring a male without blemish, and immo- 
11 late it at the northern side of the altar; and 
the priests of Aaron’s line will pour its 
iz blood round about, and will separate the 
limbs, the head, and the fat round the liver, 
and lay them upon the wood over the fire; 
13 the entrails and the feet first washed in 
water. So the priest will bum the whole 
offering as a burnt-sacrifice, and the Lord 
will accept the smell of its burning. 

14 If a bird is offered to the Lord as a burnt- 

sacrifice, it will be a turtle-dove, or a young 
15 pigeon. And the priest will bring it to the 
altar, where he will wring its neck and slit 
16 it open ; 2 then he will let the blood run 
over the foot of the altar, casting away the 
crop and feathers near by on the eastern 


side, where the ashes are poured out. He 17 
will break the bird’s wings, but will not 
cut it up into joints with a knife; he will 
bum it whole over wood kindled on the 
altar. So it will be a burnt-sacrifice, and 
the smell of its burning will be acceptable 
to the Lord. 

2 If anyone would bring the Lord a 
bloodless offering , 3 his gift must be 
of flour; over this he will pour oil, and lay 
incense on it, and so he will bring it to the 2 
priests of Aaron’s line; one of whom will 
take up a handful of the wheat and oil, with 
all the incense, and cast it on the altar as 
a token-sacrifice , 4 acceptable to the Lord 
in its fragrance. All that is left of this sacri¬ 
fice shall belong to Aaron and his sons; the 3 
remnant of the Lord’s own offering, it is 
set apart for holy uses. 

If this bloodless offering of thine is 4 
cooked in the oven, it shall be of un¬ 
leavened wheaten loaves, kneaded with oil, 
and unleavened cakes with oil poured over 
them; if it is cooked in the pan, it shall be 5 
of unleavened flour kneaded with oil, cut 6 
up into small pieces, with oil poured over 
them; if it is cooked on the gridiron, it must 7 
still be of flour mingled with oil. Thy gift 8 
to the Lord, it shall be put into the priest’s 
hands; and he, in offering it, will separate 9 
the token-sacrifice, which he will burn 
there on the altar, acceptable to the Lord 
in its fragrance; the rest shall belong to 10 
Aaron and his sons; the remnant of the 
Lord’s offering, it is set apart for holy uses. 

All such offerings must be made to the 11 
Lord unleavened; no leaven or honey must 
be burnt with the Lord’s sacrifice. Of such 12 
things, you may offer first-fruits, or bring 
gifts, but they shall not be put on the altar, 
to give out fragrance there. Whatever sac- ij 
rifice thou offerest is to be seasoned with 
salt; thou shalt not grudge thy God the 


1 Literally, in the Latin, ‘The joints, that is, the head and the fat’; but it is evident from the context 

that the whole beast was burned. 2 For ‘slit it open’ the Hebrew text has 4 bum it, there on the altar 

3 ‘A bloodless offering’; literally, in the Latin, ‘an offering (by way) of sacrifice’, in the Hebrew text 
simply, ‘a gift’. The word is technically used to distinguish offerings made of vegetable things from 
those which involved the destroying of animal life. 4 Literally, 'as a memorial’. The use of the word 

in this connexion is obscure, but it is always used of these (less expensive) vegetable offerings. 
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LEVITICUS 


which Parts of the Victim are to be offered 


Welcome-offerings; 

salt which his covenant demands; salt shall 

14 be a part of every offering. Ifthoumakest 
the Lord a gift of thy first-fruits, thou shalt 
roast the ears, while they are still fresh, 
over the fire and bruise them as flour is 
bruised, and so offer the Lord thy first- 

15 fruits. Thou shalt pour oil on them, too, 
and lay incense on them, to shew that they 

16 are an offering made to the Lord; and the 
priest, for a token-sacrifice, shall burn part 
of the bruised grain and the oil, with all 
the incense. 

3 The man who would make a wel¬ 
come-offering 1 of cattle, must bring 
to the Lord a beast without blemish, bul- 
2 lock or heifer as he will. He is to lay his 
hand on the head of the victim, and it is to 
be immolated at the entrance of the taber¬ 
nacle that bears record of me, the priests 
who represent Aaron’s family pouring its 
3 blood about the altar. The parts of the 
victim that must be given to the Lord in 
a welcome-offering are the fat enclosing 
4 the entrails and the fat on the entrails, the 
two kidneys and the fat round the flanks, 
and with the kidneys the caul of the liver. 

5 All these, once the wood is kindled, they 
shall offer on the altar as a burnt-sacrifice, 
and the Lord will accept the smell of their 
burning. 

6 As with the herd, so with the flock; the 
victim can be male or female, as long as it 
7 is without blemish. If it is a lamb that he 
e offers to the Lord, he will lay his hand 
upon the head of the victim, and it will be 
immolated in front of the tabernacle that 
bears record, the sons of Aaron pouring 
9 its blood about the altar. And the parts of 
the victim sacrificed to the Lord in this 
welcome-offering will be the tail with all 
o the fat on it, the kidneys, all the fat which 
encloses belly and entrails. Both kidneys 
are to be offered with the fat round the 
flanks, and with the kidneys the caul of the 
1 liver. All these the priest will bum on the 
altar, to feed its fire and to give the Lord 
[2 his offering. So, too, if the victim he brings 
[3 to the Lord is a goat, he will lay his hand 
upon its head, and immolate it in front of 
the tabernacle that bears record, the sons 


of Aaron pouring its blood about the altar. 
The same parts must be cut away to feed 14 
the fire of the Lord’s sacrifice; the fat 
which covers belly and entrails, the two 15 
kidneys, and with the kidneys the caul and 
the fat of the liver, close to the flanks; these 16 
are for the priest to burn on the altar, 
feeding the flame and giving out acceptable 
fragrance. All that is fat shall belong to 
the Lord; this rule you must observe 17 
continually, age after age, wherever you 
dwell; neither fat nor blood are for your 
eating. 

4 And now the Lord spoke to Moses 
again, making known his will to the 2 
sons of Israel: It may be that a man has 
transgressed through inadvertence, dis¬ 
obeyed, without thinking to disobey, some 
one of the Lord’s precepts. Such a trans- 3 
gression, if it be committed by the high 
priest then in office, brings guilt upon the 
whole people, and he must make amends 
for it by offering to the Lord a young 
bullock without blemish. He will bring it 4 
into the Lord’s presence, at the door of the 
tabernacle, and, laying his hands on its 
head, will immolate it to the Lord. Then 5 
he will draw off some of its blood, which 
he will take with him into the tabernacle; 
and there he will dip his finger in the blood, 6 
and sprinkle it in the Lord’s presence, be¬ 
fore the sanctuary veil, seven times. Some 7 
of this blood he will smear on the horns of 
the altar; that altar within the tabernacle, 
on which the fragrant incense is burnt for 
the Lord’s acceptance; the rest he will 
pour away at the foot of the sacrificial altar, 
near the tabernacle door. And now, to b 
make amends for his fault, he will cut away 
the bullock’s fat, the fat enclosing the en¬ 
trails and all else that is found within it, 
the two kidneys, and with the kidneys the 9 
caul and fat of the liver, close to the flanks, 
as if it were the victim of a welcome- 10 
offering, and bum these on the sacrificial 
altar. The skin and all the flesh, with the 11 
head, the feet, the entrails and the dung, 
and all the rest of its carcase, he will carry 12 
away from the camp to the place you have 
hallowed for pouring the ashes away, and 


A welcome-offering’; literally, in the Latin, ‘an offering of things that make peace’. The Hebrew 
text is understood by some as implying a sacrifice made for the ‘peace’, that is, welfare, of the worshipper; 
by others as implying thanksgiving. But the implication seems to be that of friendship \ the sacrifices thus 
described were distinguished from others by the fact that the worshipper himself shared the sacrificial 
meal, as if by way of hospitality, instead of devoting all to the service of the sanctuary. 
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LEVITICUS Sacrifices for Transgression; that is> for Faults of Inadvertence 

bum them over a wood fire, there on the immolated. The priest will smear the sacri- 30 

ash-pit. ficial altar with some of the blood, and 

13 Or perhaps the whole people of Israel pour the rest away at its foot; then separate 31 

has been betrayed into a fault, transgress- the fat, as if this were a welcome-offering, 

14 ing the Lord’s command unwittingly. If and burn it on the altar, where the smell of 

so, when they find out their error, they will its burning will be acceptable to the Lord, 

bring a young bullock to the tabernacle And so, at the priest’s intercession for him, 

15 door in amends. There, in the Lord’s pre- the guilty man will be pardoned. Or he 32 

sence, the elders of the people will lay tlieir may choose, as his transgression-victim, 

hands on its head; and when the bullock a ewe-lamb without blemish from his 

16 has been immolated before him, some of flock, lay his hand on its head, and im- 33 

its blood will be taken into the tabernacle molate it where the burnt-sacrifices are 

17 by the high priest then in office, who will immolated. The priest will use the victim’s 34 

dip his finger and sprinkle it before the blood as before, separate the fat, as if this 35 

18 veil seven times, smear with it the horns of were the ram of the welcome-offering, and 

the altar that stands within the tabernacle burn it on the altar, offer it to the Lord by 

in the Lord’s presence, and pour away the fire; so, at the priest’s intercession, the 

rest about the foot of the sacrificial altar, guilty man will be pardoned. 

19 by the tabernacle door. He will separate 

20 the fat and burn it on the altar, treating it C Here is a sin men commit; a man 

like the bullock aforementioned; and at 3 hears the call that puts him under 

the priest’s intercession, the Lord will have oath, and can bear witness of what he has 

21 mercy. The bullock itself he will take away seen or known, yet witness he bears none; 

from the camp, as before; and so amends he must pay the penalty . 1 

will be made for the general transgression. A man may have touched what has been 2 

22 Be it one of the rulers that has trans- killed by a wild beast or has fallen dead, or 

gressed by breaking some one of the laws the carcase of a reptile , 2 or some other un- 

23 inadvertently, and later has recognized his clean thing, unaware of his defilement at 

fault, he must offer to the Lord a he-goat, the time; yet he has incurred guilt by the 

24 without blemish, as his victim. He will lay fault. Or he has touched some defilement 3 

his hands on its head, and immolate it, in of the human body; there are many such; 
amends for his fault, where the Lord’s he may be unaware of it till afterwards, but 

25 burnt-sacrifices are immolated; and the he has incurred guilt. Or he has taken an 4 

priest will dip his finger in the blood of this oath, pronounced with the lips, to do this 
transgression-victim, smearing some of it or that 3 ; he has given his pledged word, and 
on the horns, this time, of the sacrificial then forgotten that he gave it, but remem- 
altar, and pouring the rest away about its bers it afterwards. For all such faults as 5 

26 foot. On this altar, too, he will bum the these a man must do penance, 4 offering up a 

fat, as the fat of the welcome-offering is a ewe-lamb or a she-goat from his flock; 

burnt; and so, at the priest’s intercession, so the priest will make intercession to have 

the ruler’s fault will be forgiven. his fault pardoned. If he has no beast to 7 

27 Be it one of the common folk that has give, he must offer two turtle-doves, or 

transgressed through inadvertence; the two young pigeons to the Lord instead, 

law has been broken nevertheless, and one in amends for his fault, and the other 

28 guilt incurred. Such a man, when he be- as a burnt-sacrifice. The priest, when these « 

comes aware of his fault, must offer a she- are brought to him, will offer the first as 

29 goat without blemish, lay his hand on the a transgression-victim, bending its head 

head of this transgress ion-victim, and im- right back to the wings, but so that it is 

molate it where the burnt-sacrifices are still attached to the neck, not completely 

1 If the text has been correctly preserved, it looks as if this verse must belong to some other context. 
The offence it contemplates is evidently deliberate, like those at the beginning of chapter 6, whereas the 
faults mentioned in 5. 2-4 are the results of inadvertence, and classed as such (cf. 4. 27 above and 5. 15 
below). 2 ‘Or the carcase of a reptile’; literally, in the Latin version, ‘or any other reptile’. In 

the Hebrew text, it is a question of touching the carcase of any unclean beast or reptile. 3 ‘To do 

this or that’; literally ‘to do evil or good’, but this is Hebrew idiom for ‘anything whatsoever’. The oath 
has been forgotten, until it was too late to fulfil it; the fault is therefore only one of inadvertence. 

4 ‘Do penance’; in the Hebrew text, ‘confess’. 
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Restitution; the Burnt-sacrifice y bloodless 

9 severed, and sprinkling some of its blood 
on the side of the altar; the rest he will 
allow to drip down at the altar’s foot, to 

10 make amends for the transgression. Of the 
other he will make a burnt-sacrifice, in the 
customary way, and, at the priest’s inter- 

11 cession, the man will be pardoned. If he 
cannot even lay his hand on two turtle¬ 
doves, or two young pigeons, the trans¬ 
gression-offering must be a tenth of a 
bushel of flour; but he will not mix oil with 
it, or lay incense on it; this is an offering 

12 for transgression. He will hand it to the 
priest, who will take a handful and burn it 
on the altar, as a token-sacrifice for the 

13 man who brought it, praying and making 
atonement on his behalf; the rest of it the 
priest will keep as his own offering. 

14 And this, too, was a commandment 

is which the Lord gave Moses: If anyone 

commits a fault by inadvertence, defraud¬ 
ing the Lord of his due over things con¬ 
secrated, he must make amends for his 
guilt by offering a ram without blemish 
out of his flock, such a ram as is worth two 

16 silver pieces by sanctuary reckoning. He 
must also make restitution of the sum that 
is lacking, and a fifth part of it besides, 
handing this to the priest, who will make 
intercession for him when he offers up the 

I? ram, and win him pardon. Or, if the fault 
of inadvertence lies only in disobeying the 
law, it is enough that, when he becomes 

18 aware of his guilt, 1 he should bring the 
priest a ram without blemish out of his 
flock, of greater or less worth as the fault 
demands. And the priest shall intercede 
for the unwitting transgressor, winning 

19 him pardon because he did the Lord a 
wrong inadvertently. 

2 /I And the Lord said to Moses, There 
vJ are faults, too, committed in the 
Lord’s despite, when a man defrauds his 
neighbour of some loan that was entrusted 
to him for safe keeping, or extorts money 

3 by violence, or wrongs him at law, or per¬ 
jures himself in denying that he has found 
something lost, or is guilty of some other 
offence such as men are prone to commit. 

4 If he is found guilty, he must make restitu- 
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tion, giving back in full all that he hoped 5 
to gain by his knavery, and a fifth part be¬ 
sides, to the owner whom he has wronged. 

He must make amends, too, for his fault by 6 
bringing to the priest a ram without 
blemish out of his flock, of greater or less 
worth as the wrong demands. The priest 7 
will make intercession for him before the 
Lord, and win pardon for all his wrongful 
deeds. 

The Lord also spoke to Moses giving a 
him a commandment for Aaron and his 
sons: This is the rule which governs burnt- 
sacrifice. It is to be burnt on the altar all 
night till morning comes, with the altar’s 
own fire. The priest, clothed in his robe 10 
and linen breeches, will take away the ashes 
left by the fire which consumes it, and lay 
these down by the altar. Then, taking off 11 
the clothes he wears and putting on others, 
he will take the ashes away from the camp 
to a place already purified, and there cal¬ 
cine them . 2 3 4 The fire on the altar must bum 12 
continually; each morning the priest will 
feed it with fresh logs, on which he will lay 
first the burnt-sacrifice, then the fat taken 
from the welcome-offering. Never must 13 
the altar be empty of this perpetual fire. 
And this is the rule that governs the blood- 14 
less offering which Aaron and his sons will 
make before the altar in the Lord’s pre¬ 
sence. The priest will take a handful of the 15 
flour mingled with oil, and all the grains 
of incense that are laid on it; and these he 
will bum on the altar as a token-sacrifice, 
whose fragrance the Lord will accept. The 16 
rest of the flour, still with no leaven in it, 
Aaron and his sons will eat, upon hallowed 
ground within the court of the tabernacle 
that bears record of me. No leaven must 17 
be put into it, shared as it is with the Lord’s 
burnt-sacrifice; it is set apart for holy uses, 
like the offerings that are made for a fault 
or for a wrong done. Only the male de- ib 
scendants of Aaron may eat it. This is the 
rule to be observed continually, age after 
age, in offering the Lord sacrifice; who¬ 
ever touches it becomes holy thereby. 

The Lord also said to Moses, This is the 19 
offering Aaron and his sons must make to 
the Lord when they are anointed; one 


The context makes it clear that this command does not refer to faults of inadvertence in general 
(Like chapter 4), but to faults of inadvertence connected with divine worship, though not (like those in 
verses 1*5 and 16) unjustly enriching the person who co mmi ts them. a In the Hebrew text, nothing 

is said about calcining the ashes. 
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tenth of a bushel of flour for a continuous 
offering, 1 half c*f it in the morning and half 

21 in the evening, mingled with oil and fried 

22 in a pan. It shall be offered still warm, 
acceptable to the Lord in its fragrance, by 
each priest succeeding to his father’s office, 
and the whole of it must be burnt on the 

23 altar. Every sacrifice made by the priests 
themselves must be altogether destroyed 
by fire; no one must eat any part of it. 

24 And the Lord spake to Moses again, 

25 giving him a message for Aaron and his 
sons: This is the rule that governs the 
offering of a victim for transgression; it 
must be immolated before the Lord in the 
same place where burnt-sacrifices are 

26 offered; it is set apart for holy uses. The 
priest who offers it must eat his share on 
hallowed ground in the tabernacle court; 

27 whatever touches the flesh of it becomes 
holy thereby, and if his clothing is stained 
by its blood, it must be washed on hal- 

28 lowed ground. Even the earthenware pot 
in which it was cooked must be broken; 
or, if it is cooked in a pan of bronze, the 
pan must be scraped clean and washed in 

29 water. The flesh is set apart for holy uses, 
but it may be eaten by any male person 

30 belonging to the priestly famil y, except 
that of the transgression-victim whose 
blood has been taken into the tabernacle, 
to make atonement in the sanctuary; such 
a victim is not to be eaten, it must be 
destroyed by burning. 2 

7 And this is the rule which governs 
the offering of a victim for wrong 
done.3 Such a victim is set apart for holy 
2 uses, and must be immolated where burnt- 
sacrifices are immolated; its blood must be 
3 poured round the altar. The parts which 
must be offered are the tail, and the fat 
4 which covers the entrails, the two kidneys 
and the fat that is close to them, and with 
5 the kidneys the caul of the liver. All these 
the priest will bum on the altar, as a bumt- 
sacnfice to the Lord in amends for the 
6 wrong done; the flesh of the victim is set 
apart for holy uses, but it may be eaten by 
any male person belonging to the priestly 


family. Victims are to be offered for a 7 
wrong done just as they are for a fault; the 
rule is the same for either, and either victim 
belongs to the priest who offers it. 

The priest who offers a victim in burnt- a 
sacrifice, may keep the skin for himself; 
and every offering of flour cooked in the 9 
oven, or prepared with gridiron or pan, is 
made over to the priest who offers it; 
kneaded with oil or dry, such gifts must 10 
be divided equally between all the men of 
Aaron’s race. 

And this is the rule which governs the 11 
welcome-offerings that are brought to the 
Lord. If it is a thank-offering, there must 12 
be loaves of unleavened bread kneaded 
with oil, unleavened cakes with oil poured 
over them, pastry kneaded with oil, and 13 
loaves, too with leaven in them. All these 
must go with the victim which is immo¬ 
lated as a welcome-offering in thanks¬ 
giving; and one of each must be offered to m 
die Lord as first-fruits, so that it will belong 
to the priest who sheds the victim’s blood. 
The flesh of the victim must be eaten the 15 
same day, none of it left till the morrow. 

If the offering is made in performance of 16 
a vow, or simply from devotion, it should 
be eaten on the same day; but if any is left 
till the morrow, it may still be eaten; what- 17 
ever the third day finds still unfinished 
must be destroyed by fire. If any such 18 
flesh is eaten on the third day, the offering 
will be null and void, and the giver will have 
no advantage from it; indeed, whoever 
contaminates himself by eating such food 
is guilty of an offence. If it has touched 19 
anything unclean, it must be destroyed by 
fire, not eaten. Only one who is free from 
defilement may partake of it; the man who 20 
eats any of the victim for a welcome¬ 
offering, when he is himself defiled, is lost 
to his people; and he, too, who eats such 21 
flesh after touching any defilement left by 
man or beast, or anything that makes him 
unclean. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses, giving 22 
him this message for the sons of Israel: 
You are not to eat the fat of sheep or ox or 
goat; but you may keep the fat of anything 24 


1 This perhaps’means a daily offering. 2 That is to say, the flesh of the victim, apart from the fat, was 
to be eaten by the priests in the cases mentioned in chapter 4.22-35, but not in the cases mentioned in chapter 
4 - 3-21. 3 It is clear that a distinction is here drawn between offerings-for-a-fault (or ‘transgression’) 

and offerings-fior-a-wrong; the Hebrew terms differ. Probably the latter term involves the idea of compen¬ 
sation for an injury. It is generally agreed that we are concerned with faults in 4; 5. 1-13; and 6. 24-30; with 
wrongB in 6. 1-7 and this chapter. The position of offences referred to in 5. 14-19 is somewhat doubtfnl. 
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that falls dead, or is killed by a wild beast, 

25 for various uses. Anyone who eats the fat 
which ought to be offered, as part of the 
Lord’s burnt-sacrifice, is lost to his people. 

26 Nor must you use the blood of any living 

27 thing, bird or beast, as food; whoever con¬ 
sumes the blood, is lost to his people. 

as And the Lord spoke to Moses giving 
him this message, too, for the sons of 
Israel: The man who brings the Lord a 
welcome-offering must surrender, in do¬ 
ing so, his sacrificial due, the choice por- 

30 cions of the victim. He will carry with him 
the fat and the breast of the victim, and 
both these, when they have been held up 
in sign of consecration to the Lord, he will 

31 hand over to the priest, who will bum the 
fat on the altar, while the breast belongs, 

32 as their due, to Aaron and his sons. The 
right shoulder of the victim slain in wel¬ 
come-offering is also the priest’s preroga- 

33 rive; whichever of Aaron’s sons offers the 
blood and the fat, is to have the right 

34 shoulder for his portion. The breast that 
is held up in sign of consecration, the 
shoulder that is separated from the rest, 
are the portions of the welcome-offering 
which I demand of the Israelites; making 
them over to Aaron, my priest, and to his 
descendants, as a right due to them at all 
times from the sons of Israel. 

35 Such are the privileges 1 Aaron and his 
sons enjoy in the worship offered to the 
Lord, ever since the day when Moses pre- 

)6 sented them to him to be his priests; such 
gifts the Lord bade the Israelites bestow 
upon them by a right unalterable, age after 
age. 

37 Thus far the rules which govern burnt- 
sacrifice, 3 and sacrifices for a fault or a 
wrong done, for the hallowing of priests, 
and for the victims used in welcome- 

)» offering, as the Lord prescribed them to 
Moses on mount Sinai, when he com¬ 
manded the sons of Israel, there in the 
desert of Sinai, to bring him their offerings. 

8 And now the Lord said to Moses, 
Bring with thee Aaron and his sons, 
and their sacred vestments, and the oil for 
anointing, and a young bullock such as is 
offered for a fault, and two rams, and a 
3 basket of unleavened bread, and gather the 

1 Literally, ‘ the anointing’, 
offerings’. 
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whole assembly of the people at the taber¬ 
nacle door. Moses did as the Lord had 4 
bidden him; and when all the people had 
gathered before the entrance to the taber¬ 
nacle, he told them, I do this at the Lord’s 5 
express co mm and. 

With that, he presented Aaron and his 6 
sons; and when they had been duly 
washed, he clothed the new high priest in 7 
the linen robe, and girded him with the 
girdle, and put the blue tunic on him, and 
the mantle over that, binding it close with a 
its band, and attaching to it the burse in 
which were the touchstones of wisdom and 
of truth. He covered his head, too, with 9 
the mitre, and put in front of it the golden 
plate, sacred and set apart, as the Lord had 
bidden him. Then he took the oil used for :o 
anointing, and with it he anointed the 
tabernacle and all its furniture; anointed n 
the altar, too, after consecrating it seven 
times by sprinkling, with all its appur¬ 
tenances, and consecrated the basin and 
its stand with oil. Then, pouring oil over 12 
Aaron’s head, he anointed and hallowed 
him. Aaron’s sons, too, he brought for- 13 
ward, dressed them in linen robes, girded 
them with girdles, and put mitres on them, 
as the Lord had bidden him. 

Then he offered a young bullock for 14 
their faults; Aaron and his sons laid their 
hands on its head, and Moses immolated 15 
it, drawing off its blood. In this he dipped 
his finger, and smeared it round the horns 
of the altar, till all was cleansed and hal¬ 
lowed; the rest he poured away at the 
altar’s foot. The fat on the entrails, the 16 
caul of the liver, and the two kidneys with 
their fat, he sacrificed on the altar, burning 17 
the carcase, skin and flesh and dung, away 
from the camp, as the Lord had bidden him. 

He offered a ram, too, as a bumt-sacri- 18 
fice; Aaron and his sons laid their hands on 
its head, and so he immolated it, pouring 19 
away its blood round the altar. This ram 20 
he cut into joints, and sacrificed it, head 
and limbs and fat, upon the altar, first 21 
washing its entrails and its feet; so he burnt 
the whole ram on the altar, a sacrifice such 
as the Lord had commanded, to please him 
with the smell of its burning. 

Another ram he offered for the hallow- 22 
ing of the priests; Aaron and his sons laid 


2 * Burnt-sacrifice’; in the Hebrew text, 1 burnt-sacrifice and bloodless 
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23 their hands on its head and now, after im¬ 
molating it, Moses took some of its blood 
and put it on the tip of Aaron’s right ear, 
the thumb of his right hand, and the great 

24 toe of his right foot. Then he brought for¬ 
ward Aaron’s sons, smeared them, ear and 
thumb and toe, with the ram’s blood, and 
poured away what was left of it about the 

25 altar. He set on one side the fat of the tail, 
and all the fat that covered the entrails, the 
caul of the liver, the two kidneys with their 

26 fat, and the right shoulder. Then he added 
to the fat and the shoulder an unleavened 
loaf, a cake made with oil, and a piece of 
pastry, from the basket of unleavened 

27 bread that lay there before the Lord; and 
he gave all these to Aaron and his sons, who 

28 lifted them up in the Lord’s presence. So 
they were handed back to Moses, and he 
burnt them on the sacrificial altar as an 
offering for their consecration, a smell of 

29 burning for the Lord to accept. The breast 
of this ram they were hallowed with, he 
took, as the Lord bade him, for his own 
portion, after lifting it up in the Lord’s 
presence. 

30 Then he took the holy oil, and the blood 
from the altar, and sprinkled them over 
Aaron and his sons, and the vestments they 

31 wore. And now that they were hallowed, 
vestments and all, he told them, Cook the 
flesh before the tabernacle door, and eat it 
there; the bread, too, that is offered for 
your hallowing, that lies there in the bas¬ 
ket; such was the Lord’s command to me, 

32 Aaron and his sons shall eat it. If any is 
left over, of the meat or of the bread, it 

33 must be destroyed by fire. But you must 
not leave the entrance of the tabemacle-for 
seven days, till the time of your hallowing 
is complete; for seven days your hallowing 

34 must continue with all to-day’s solemni¬ 
ties, before the rite of your consecration 

35 takes full effect. Night and day you must 
make the tabernacle your home, on pain of 
death, keeping vigil in the Lord’s honour; 
this was the command given to me. 

36 Such was the Lord’s bidding through 
Moses, and Aaron and his sons fai thfull y 
observed it. 

9 And now, when the eighth day came, 
Moses summoned Aaron and his 
sons, with the elders of Israel, and said to 
2 Aaron, Choose out a young bullock to 
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atone for your faults, and a ram for burnt- 
sacrifice, both without blemish, and offer 
them to the Lord. And bid the sons of 3 
Israel choose out a goat to atone for their 
faults, with a bullock and a lamb, both one 
year old, both without blemish, for their 
burnt-sacrifice; an ox, too, and a ram, by 4 
way of welcome-offering. They must im¬ 
molate them here before the Lord, and 
offer up flour kneaded with oil to accom¬ 
pany each sacrifice; this day, the Lord 
means to appear among you. So they 5 
brought to the tabernacle door all that 
Moses bade them bring; and to the whole 
multitude there assembled Moses pro- * 
claimed. Here is a command laid upon you 
by the Lord; fulfil it, and his glory will be 
revealed to you. Then he said to Aaron, 7 
Go up to the altar, and immolate the victim 
that is to atone for thy faults; offer burnt- 
sacrifice, to win pardon for thyself and for 
the people; the people too, have a victim 
thou must immolate, making intercession 
for them as the Lord bids thee. 

With that, Aaron came up to the altar, « 
and immolated the bullock that was to 
atone for his own faults. His sons held out 9 
the blood before him, and he dipped his 
finger and smeared the horns of the altar 
with it, pouring the rest away at the altar’s 
foot. Then, obedient to the command 10 
which the Lord had given Moses, he sacri¬ 
ficed on the altar the fat, the kidneys, and 
the liver-caul of this transgression-victim, 
taking its flesh and skin away from the u 
camp to be destroyed by fire. After this, 12 
he immolated the victim of the burnt- 
sacrifice, his sons holding out first the 
blood, which he poured away round the 
altar; then the carcase, cut up into joints, 13 
with its head and all its limbs complete, 
which he burnt on the altar, first washing 14 
its entrails and its feet in water. 

Next, he immolated the goat, as an 15 
offering for the people’s faults, and, puri¬ 
fying the altar, went on to the burnt- 16 
sacrifice, to which he added, burning them 17 
on the altar, the customary gifts, over and 
above all the ceremonies of the morning 
sacrifice. Then he immolated the ox and 18 
the ram, by way of welcome-offering for 
the people. His sons held out the blood, 
and he poured it round the altar; the fat of 19 
the ox, and the ram’s tail, and the kidneys 
with their fat, and the cauls of the livers, 
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20 they laid on the breasts of the victims, and 
when the fat had been burnt on the altar, 

21 Aaron set apart the two breasts and the 
two right shoulders, which he lifted up in 
the Lord’s presence, as Moses had bidden 

22 him. Then he stretched out his hands over 
the people, and blessed them; and so, the 
sacrifice done, the atonement for faults, 
the burnt-sacrifice, and the welcome- 
offering, he came down from the altar. 

23 After this, both Moses and Aaron went 
into the tabernacle that bears record and 
blessed the people as they came out. Where¬ 
upon the glory of the Lord shone out upon 

14 the whole multitude, and suddenly the 
Lord sent down fire, which consumed the 
burnt-sacrifice, and all the fat that lay on 
the altar. At the sight, the whole people 
raised a cry of praise, and fell face to 
ground in worship. 

There were two of Aaron’s sons, 
Nadab and Abiu, who took up 
their censers and put coals and incense into 
them, to bum unhallowed fire in the Lord’s 
presence, 1 not in accordance with his com- 

2 mand; whereupon the Lord sent down 
fire which devoured them, and they died 

3 there in the Lord’s presence. And Moses 
told Aaron, The Lord gave us warning of 
this when he said: I mean to vindicate my 
holiness among those who come near me, 
win reverence in the eyes of the whole 
people. And with that, Aaron kept silence. 

4 Meanwhile, Moses summoned Misael and 
Elisaphan, sons of Oziel that was Aaron’s 
uncle, and said to them, Go and remove 
the bodies of your brethren from the taber¬ 
nacle door, and carry them away from the 

5 camp. So they went without more ado and 
took them up just as they lay there, still 
clothed in their robes of linen; and they 

6 carried them away as he bade them. Then 
Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar 
and Ithamar, Do not bare your heads or 
rend your garments, on pain of death, and 
such vengeance as may overtake the whole 
people; let your brethren, and all the race 
of Israel bewail this fresh kindling of the 

7 Lord’s fire. You must not, on pain of death, 
leave the tabernacle door, with the oil of 


your consecration still upon you. So they 
did as Moses bade them. 

The Lord, too, said to Aaron, When you s 
are for entering the tabernacle, thou and 
thy sons, drink neither wine nor strong 
drink, on pain of death; such is the com¬ 
mandment you must observe, age after 
age. It is your task to distinguish between io 
what is holy and what is profane, what is 
defiled and what is clean; and to teach the 11 
sons of Israel all these commandments of 
mine, the Lord’s word to them through 
Moses. 

And now Moses said to Aaron, and to i* 
his surviving sons, Eleazar and Ithamar, 
You must take up what is left of the blood¬ 
less sacrifice offered to the Lord, and eat 
it, still unleavened, near the altar; it is set 
apart for holy uses, and on holy ground it 13 
must be eaten, as the share given to thee 
and to thy sons in the Lord’s own offering; 
such was the Divine command. The breast, 
too, that was held up in worship, and the 
shoulder that was set apart, you must eat m 
in a place that is clean of all defilement, 
thou and thy sons and thy daughters, too, 
with thee. This share of the welcome- 
offerings the sons of Israel bring is kept for 
thee and thy children; priestly hands have is 
lifted up, in the Lord’s presence, the 
shoulder and the breast and the fat which 
was afterwards burnt on the altar, and it 
is the Lord’s bidding that they should 
belong to thee and thy sons, by right per¬ 
petual. 

Meanwhile, when Moses went to look 16 
for the goat that was their transgression- 
victim, he found its body all consumed by 
fire, and angered by this, he asked Eleazar 
and Ithamar, Aaron’s two surviving sons, 
Why did you not eat, on holy ground, this 17 
transgression-victim, all holiness, which 
was handed over to you so that you might 
take the faults of the people on yourselves, 
and make intercession for them in the 
Lord’s presence? Its blood had not been 18 
carried within the sanctuary; you should 
have eaten it on holy ground, in obedience 
to the commandment that was given me. 
But Aaron’s answer was, Why, this very 19 
day transgression-victim and bumt-sacri- 



Unhallowed ; Literally ‘foreign’. It is clear that the two priests offended by some act of contumacious 
cnsooeaience, but the exact nature of their offence remains doubtful. Some think they had neglected 
tne command given in Ex. 30. 9 (where the literal meaning of the Hebrew ia ‘foreign incense’); others, 
that they ought to have lighted their censers from the holy fire on the altar. 
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fice have been offered to the Lord, and 
thou seest what has befallen me in spite of 
it. How could I find acceptance with the 
Lord in eating my share of it, with a heart 
20 so mournful? And with that, Moses was 
content . 1 

U This was a message the Lord gave 
to Moses and Aaron for the sons of 
Israel: Among all the living creatures on 
earth, these only are to be your food. 
3 Among the beasts, those which chew the 
4 cud and have cloven hoofs. Such beasts as 
the camel, ruminants with their hoofs 
single, you must hold unclean, not to be 
5 eaten; the rock-rabbit, too, is unclean, a 
6 ruminant without cloven hoofs, and die 
7 hare in the same way. The sow for the 
opposite reason; it has cloven hoofs but 
8 does not chew the cud. You are not to eat 
the flesh of these animals, or touch their 
carcases; you must regard them as un¬ 
clean. 

9 Everything that lives in the water is 
food for your eating as long as it has fins 
and scales, whether it be sea or river or 
io lake fish. Creatures that live and move in 
the water without scales or fins you must 
ii hold in abomination, so abominable that 
you will not eat their flesh or even touch 
12 their carcases; there is defilement in all 
that lacks fins and scales. 

13 Of the birds, you must avoid these as 
forbidden food, the eagle, the griffon, the 
14 osprey, the falcon and the vulture with all 
is else of their kind, anything that belongs 
16 to the raven tribe, the ostrich, 2 the night- 
17 owl, the sea-mew, every kind of hawk, the 
1 fi horned owl, the cormorant, the ibis, the 
19 swan, the pelican, the coot, the stork, birds 
of the curlew kind, the hoopoe and the bat. 
20 The winged things that are four-footed 
21 you must hold in abomination, except 
those which have the hinder legs longer, 
22 and leap from one spot to another; these 
you may eat, the locust and all its kindred, 
23 bruchus or attacus or ophiomachus. But 


winged creatures that must walk on four 
feet you are to hold in detestation; no one 24 
that touches their carcases but is defiled 
thereby, and must count himself unclean 
till the evening comes; even if necessity 25 
bids him carry such a carcase, he must 
wash his clothes afterwards, and count 
himself unclean till set of sun. 

Any beast that has hoofs, but not cloven 26 
hoofs, and does not chew the cud, is to be 
unclean, and the man who touches it, de¬ 
filed. Any four-footed beast that walks on 27 
its paws is to be unclean, and to touch its 
carcase is to be defiled till evening comes; 
whoever carries such a carcase must wash 28 
his clothes, and count himself unclean till 
set of sun; all these things you must hold 
contaminated. 

And there are things that creep along 29 
the ground which you must hold unclean, 
every weasel and mouse and skink, shrew- io 
mouse and chameleon and newt and lizard 
and mole. All these are unclean; the man 31 
who touches one when it is dead is defiled 
till evening comes. Let such a carcase fall 32 
on a bucket or a garment or a skin or a 
piece of sackcloth or anything else that is 
in use, and it is defiled; it must be washed 
in water, and not counted as clean even 
then till set of sun. If it defiles an earthen- 33 
ware pot by falling into it, the pot must be 
broken. Whatever you dnnk out of such a 34 
vessel, and even the food you eat, if water 35 
out of such a vessel is poured over it, be¬ 
comes unclean. Wherever such a carcase 
falls it brings uncleanness; oven or chafing 
dish that is contaminated by it must be 
destroyed. Springs or cisterns in which 36 
water is collected remain undefiled by it, 
but anyone who touches the carcase itself 
becomes unclean. So, too, if it falls on 37 
seed-com, there is no defilement, unless 38 
someone has first watered the seed-com, 
and then the carcase falls on it; if so, it 
becomes unclean at once. 

Whoever touches the carcase of an 39 
animal that falls dead, though it be one of 


1 The offering made in 9. 15 above was not that ordinarily made for the faults of the whole congre¬ 
gation, a bullock whose blood was sprinkled before the veil in the sanctuary (4. 16) and whose flesh was 
not eaten but burnt (6, jjo). On this special occasion of Aaron's hallowing, the people offered what was 
ordinarily the transgress ion-victim for a ruler, a goat whose blood was only smeared on the altar of burnt- 
sacrifice (4. 25), and whose flesh should therefore have been dealt with on the general principle laid down 
in 6. 2s. Aaron explains that he and his sons burnt the goat’s flesh because they had no heart to eat it. 
The words ‘with a heart so mournful’ are not in the Hebrew text. 2 Many of the creatures named 
in this chapter cannot be identified with any certainty. It would appear that the divine Law was content 
to classify them according to popular notions, which ranked the hare (for example) among ruminants, 
and the bat among the birds. 
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those you are allowed to eat, is defiled till 

ao evening comes; and anyone who eats of it, 
or carries it, must wash his clothes, and 
until evening comes count himself un¬ 
clean. 

41 All that creeps along the ground must 
be held in abomination, and never used for 

42 food; whether it walks on four feet with 
its belly close to the ground, or has many 
feet, or glides along, it is no food for you, 

43 you must hold it abominable. Keep your 
persons undefiled, touching no such thing, 

44 for fear of contamination. I am the Lord 
your God; you must be set apart, the ser¬ 
vants of a God who is set apart. Do not 
contaminate yourselves with any of these 

45 beasts that creep along the ground. I am 
the Lord your God, who rescued you from 

46 the land of Egypt; I am set apart and you 
must be set apart like me. 

Such is the rule that governs the use of 
beast and bird, and all the life that moves 
through the water or creeps along the 

47 ground, teaching you the difference be¬ 
tween clean and unclean, what food you 
may eat and what food you must reject. 

*1 ^ And the Lord spoke to Moses, 

2 JL^ giving him this message for the 
Israelites: If a woman conceives, and gives 
birth to a boy, she will be unclean for seven 
days, as she is unclean at her monthly 

3 times. On the eighth day, the child must 

4 be circumcised, and after that she must 
wait for thirty-three days more to be puri¬ 
fied after her loss of blood, touching no¬ 
thing that is hallowed, never entering the 

5 sanctuary, until the time is up. If she gives 
birth to a girl, she will be unclean as at her 
monthly times, for fourteen days, and she 
will wait for sixty-six days more to be puri- 

6 fied after her loss of blood. When the days 
needed for her purification, after the birth 
of boy or girl, have run out, she must bring 
a lamb of one year old as a burnt-sacri¬ 
fice, and a young pigeon or a turtle-dove 
by way of amends, to the tabernacle door. 

7 These she will hand over to the priest, who 
will offer them to the Lord and intercede 
for her, to win purification for her after the 
blood-losing. Such is the rule governing 

s the birth of boy or girl. If she c ann ot lay 
her hand on a lamb fit to be offered, she 
must bring two turtle-doves or two young 

1 Lk. 


pigeons, one as a burnt-sacrifice and one 
by way of amends; these will suffice, and 
at the priest's intercession she will be 
purified. 1 

This, too, the Lord said to Moses 
and Aaron, If there should appear 2 
on anyone's skin, the change of colour or 
the scab or the shiny patches that betoken 
the scourge of leprosy, he must be brought 
before the high priest Aaron, or one of his 
sons. If the priest, looking at the place on 3 
his skin, finds that the hairs have turned 
white, and the skin of the part affected 
seems shrunken compared with the rest of 
the skin round it, this is the scourge of 
leprosy; and when the priest so pro¬ 
nounces, the man must be segregated from 
his fellows. If the skin is marked by a shiny 4 
white patch, but is not shrunken, and the 
hairs have kept their colour, the priest will 
keep him shut away for a week, and on the 5 
seventh day examine him. If, by now, the 
infection has not grown worse or spread, 
he will shut him away for a week more. 
And now, if he finds on the seventh day 6 
that the infection is less marked, and has 
not spread further in the skin, he will de¬ 
clare the man clean; it is only a scab, and 
he will be clean once he has washed his 
garments. If the infection begins to grow 7 
worse, after he has been examined and 
pronounced clean, he must be brought 
back to the priest, and pronounced unclean s 
after all. 

When a man is brought to the priest 9 
bearing the marks of infection, and he, up- 10 
on ex amin ation, finds a white swelling that 
has turned the hair white, and shews the 
raw, live flesh, then it must be pronounced 11 
leprosy inveterate, deeply rooted in the 
skin, and the priest must pronounce him 
unclean without being at pains to shut him 
away; his uncleanness is manifest. But if 12 
the infection has broken out all over his 
skin, covering it from head to foot, 
wherever it is observed, the priest who 13 
examines him will decide that his infection 
is no defilement; when it shews white all 
over him, he is to be declared clean. But m 
whenever the raw flesh shews, the priest 15 
will declare him con tamin ated, and he is to 
be reckoned unclean; the raw flesh be¬ 
tokens leprosy and uncleanness. If, after- 16 

• 24. 
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wards, the skin turns white all over his 

17 body, the priest, examining him again, will 
pronounce him clean. 

i s When an ulcer formed in flesh or skin 

19 heals up and leaves a white or reddish scar 
behind it, the man so marked must be 

20 taken to the priest; and if the priest sees 
that this part of the skin has shrunk com¬ 
pared with the rest, and the hairs have 
turned white, he will pronounce him de¬ 
filed; the scourge of leprosy has broken 

2 1 out in the ulcer. But if the hair keeps its 
old colour, and the scar is dark, and there 
is no shrinking of the skin, he will shut the 

22 man away for a week; and then, if it has 

23 spread, he will declare him a leper, but if 
it is still confined to the same spot, it is but 
the scar of the ulcer, and the man is clean. 

24 So, too, if flesh and skin that have been 
injured by a bum shew a white or reddish 

25 scar, and the priest who examines it finds 
that it has turned the hair white and is 
shrunken, he will declare such a man un¬ 
clean; leprosy has broken out in the bum. 

26 But if the hair has kept its colour and there 
is no shrinking, and the look of the place 
itself is dark, he will shut the man away for 

27 a week, and if in that time he finds that 
infection has spread in the skin, he will 

28 pronounce the man unclean; but if the 
whiteness has not spread, and shews less 
plain, the bum is the cause of it, and the 
man is clean; it is only the scar of a bum. 

29 Man or woman suffering from an in¬ 
fection of the head or chin must be 

30 examined by the priest, and if the skin has 
shrunk and the hair gone yellow and thin¬ 
ner than it was, they must be pronounced 
unclean; there is leprosy in the head or 

31 beard. But if he finds the skin level and 
the hair still dark, they must be shut away 

32 for a week, and if he finds that the dis¬ 
figurement has not spread, and the hair 

33 keeps its colour, and the skin is level, the 
hair must be shaved all round the infected 
part. For a week more they must be shut 

34 away, and if then he finds that the in¬ 
fection is confined to the same spot, and 
there is no sh rinkin g of the skin, he will 
declare them clean, and they will be free 
from defilement when their clothes have 

35 been washed. If, after they have been pro¬ 
nounced clean, the infection spreads in the 

36 skin, he need not look to see whether the 
hair has gone yellow; the uncleanness is 


manifest. But if the infection remains 37 
where it was, and the hair is black, he may 
be sure that the man is healed, and pro¬ 
nounce him clean without scruple. 

When whiteness appears on the skin of 38 
man or woman, and the priest, examining 39 
them, finds it is only a dull whiteness that 
shews there, he will recognize that it is not 
leprosy, but ring-worm, and the man or 
woman is clean. 

A man may lose the hair on his crown, 40 
and still be clean; may lose the hair on his 41 
forehead, and still be clean, despite his 
baldness. But if in the bald patch on crown 42 
or forehead a white or reddish tinge is 
shewing, the priest who finds it there will 41 
hold him unclean beyond all doubt; the 
bald patch is leprous. 

The man who is infected with leprosy, 44 
and segregated at the priest’s bidding, must 45 
go with rent garments and bared head, his 
face veiled, crying out. Unclean, unclean. 
And still, as long as he remains unclean 46 
through leprosy, he must dwell away from 
the camp, alone. 

A garment of wool or linen, that is in- 47 
fected in warp or woof, or a skin, or any- 48 
thing made of leather, if it is stained with 49 
white or reddish spots, is suspect of leprosy 
and must be shewn to the priest. He will 50 
examine it, and shut it away for a week; 
and if, looking at it again at the end of that 51 
time, he finds that the patch has spread, it 
is malignant leprosy; he will pronounce 
the garment, or whatever else is infected, 
unclean, and it must be destroyed by fire 52 
accordingly. But if he finds that the patch 53 
has not spread, he will give orders for the 54 
infected thing to be washed, and so he will 
shut it away for a week more. If it shews 55 
the same as before, although the patch may 
not have spread, he will pronounce it un¬ 
clean and destroy it by fire, as a thing in¬ 
fected, whether outwardly or all through 
with leprosy. But if the infected patch is 56 
less marked after the washing, he will cut 
it away and separate it from the rest. And 57 
if, after that, patches begin to shew where 
all was once unspotted, it is leprosy spread¬ 
ing this way and that, and the thing must 
be burnt. If, on the contrary, the infection 58 
ceases, the part that is left uncontaminated 
must be washed in water again, and now it 
is clean. Such are the rules for pro- 59 
nouncing judgement of cleanness or un- 
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The Cleansing of Lepers; 

cleanness upon infection in any garment of 
wool or linen, its warp or its woof, as well 
as any piece of leather-work. 1 

-J A The Lord also told Moses, This is 
the ceremonial to be used when a 
leper is to be pronounced no longer unclean. 
He must needs present himself before the 
priest; the priest, therefore, will go out of 
the camp to find him, and if it appears that 
leprosy no longer defiles him, he will tell 
him what offerings to make by way of pur¬ 
gation for himself. These are, two living 
birds, of such a kind as may be used for 
food, cedar-wood, and scarlet stuff, and 
hyssop. One of the birds must have its blood 
shed over spring water held in an earthen¬ 
ware pot; the one which is left alive must 
be dipped (together with the cedar-wood, 
the scarlet stuff, and the hyssop) into the 
dead bird’s blood, and with this the priest 
must sprinkle the defiled man seven times, 
to effect his due cleansing. Then the living 
bird must be allowed to fly away into the 
open. And now the man must wash his 
clothes, shave the hair on his body, and 
bathe in water; so purified, he will enter 
the camp, but on the condition that he does 
not go into his tent for a whole week. 

On the seventh day he must shave all his 
hair, head and beard and eyebrows and all, 
and he must wash again, both his clothes 
and his body. On the eighth day he will 
take two lambs and a yearling ewe, all 
without blemish, three tenths of a bushel 
of flour, kneaded with oil, for a bloodless 
offering, and a pint of oil besides. The 
priest who is pronouncing him clean will 
bring him into the divine presence, to¬ 
gether with these gifts of his, at the door of 
the tabernacle which bears record of me; 
and there he will take one of the lambs and 
offer it as a victim for wrong done. He 
will take the pint of oil, too, and all the 
rest, and hold them up in the Lord’s pre¬ 
sence. The lamb must be immolated on 
holy ground, where the offerings for faults 
and the burnt-sacrifices are offered; and 
the victim for wrong done, like the victim 
for a fault, becomes the property of the 
priest; it is set apart for holy use6. 

The priest will take some of the blood 
from this victim which is offered for wrong 


done, and set a mark with it on the man he 
is pronouncing clean; on the tip of his right 
ear, his right thumb, and the great toe of 
his right foot. Then he will take some of 15 
the oil in his left hand, dip a finger of his 16 
right hand in it, and sprinkle it seven times 
in the Lord’s presence. The rest of the oil 17 
in his left hand he will use to anoint the 
man he is cleansing; over the victim’s 
blood smeared on ear and finger and toe, 
and finally on his head. So he will inter- 18 
cede for him in the Lord’s presence, and 
offer, first a sacrifice for his fault, then a 
burnt-sacrifice; this he will put on the 20 
altar, with its accompanying gifts, and so 
the man will be duly declared clean. 

If he is poor, and cannot lay his hand on 21 
all the victims aforesaid, he must bring a 
lamb by way of offering for wrong done, 
with which the priest will make inter¬ 
cession for him, the tenth of a bushel of 
flour, kneaded with oil, for a bloodless 
offering, and a pint of oil, and two turtle- 22 
doves or two young pigeons, one by way 
of offering for his fault, and the other as a 
burnt-sacrifice. These he will bring before 23 
the priest at the tabernacle door in the 
divine presence, on the eighth day of the 
cleansing. The priest will take the lamb, 24 
the offering for wrong done, and the pint 
of oil, and hold them up together; then he 13 
will immolate the lamb, and set a mark with 
its blood on the man he is pronouncing 
clean, on the right ear, the right thumb, the 
great toe of the right foot. Then he will take 26 
some of the oil in his left hand, dip in his 27 
right hand, sprinkle the oil seven times in 
the Lord’s presence, anoint the stains on 28 
ear, thumb and toe, and pour the rest of the 29 
oil in his hand over the head of the man 
who is being cleansed, to win him the 
Lord’s favour again. Finally he will offer 30 
the two birds, whether turtle-dove, or 
young pigeon; one of them as for a fault 31 
and one by way of burnt-sacrifice, together 
with the gifts that accompany it. Such is 32 
the offering to be made by a leper who can¬ 
not afford the full price of his cleansing. 

This was a further message the Lord 33 
gave to Moses and Aaron: When you reach 34 
the home I mean to give you in the land of 
Chanaan, it may be that a house will suffer 
infection. If so, the owner of it will go and 33 


1 Throughout this chapter the Hebrew text, followed by the Latin version, uses the same word to 
express (i) infection doubtful in its nature and (ii) ascertained leprosy. 
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tell the priest that his house is suspect of 

36 leprosy; and the priest, before going to 
ascertain whether it is leprous or not, will 
have everything taken out of the house, for 
fear that all its contents might become de¬ 
filed. Then he will go in to examine the 

37 infection in the house; and if he sees dents 
in the surface of the walls that are pale or 

38 reddish in colour, he will go out of doors 

39 and shut the house up for a week. And if, 
when he comes back to examine it on the 
seventh day, he finds that the infection has 

40 spread, he will order the stones that are 
infected to be prised out, and thrown into 

41 a refuse pit, away from the city; the inside 
of the house, too, must be scraped all 
round, and the dust scraped from it must 

42 also be scattered over the refuse pit. Then 
other stones will be put in, in place of the 
old, and the house will be plastered afresh. 

43 If, after the removal of the stones, and 

44 the scraping, and the new plastering, the 
priest comes in and finds that the infection 
has returned, and the walls are still dis¬ 
figured with spots, this is malignant le- 

45 prosy, and the house is unclean. It must 
be destroyed at once, stone and wood and 
plaster alike must be thrown into a refuse 

46 pit, away from the town. Anyone who has 
entered it since the priest shut it up will be 

47 unclean till evening comes, and anyone 
who has slept or eaten there must wash his 
clothes. 

48 But if die priest finds that the infection 
has not spread in the house after the new 
plastering, he will cleanse it, in token that 

49 it is now free of disease. To effect this 
cleansing, he will take two birds, some 
cedar-wood, and scarlet stuff, and hyssop, 

50 shed the blood of one bird into spring 

51 water in an earthenware pot, dip the cedar- 
wood, the scarlet stuff, the hyssop, and the 
living bird into the water stained with the 
dead bird’s blood, and sprinkle it over the 

32 house seven times. So, by the use of blood 
and water and a living bird and cedar-wood 
and hyssop and scarlet stuff, the cleansing 

53 will be effected; and letting the bird fly 
away into the open, the priest will make 
intercession for the house, and it will be 
duly declared clean. 

54 Such are the rules for all leprosy and 

55 scab, for the infection that breaks out in 

56 garments or in houses, for scars and ulcers, 


and for shiny patches on the skin that 
change their colour; such are the means 57 
for ascertaining when it is time to declare 
anything clean or unclean. 

And the Lord gave Moses and 
Aaron this message for the Is- 2 
raelites: The man who has a running of 
the reins is unclean. And he must still be 3 
considered unclean, even though his de¬ 
filement, at certain times, dries up and 
causes a stoppage. Any bed he lies on, 4 
anything he sits on, becomes unclean. The 5 
man who touches his bed, must wash his 
garments and bathe, and hold himself un¬ 
clean till sundown; and there is the same 6 
washing, and bathing, and uncleanness for 
the man who sits where he sat; the same 7 
washing, and bathing, and uncleanness, 
for the man who touches him; the same a 
washing, and bathing, and uncleanness for 
the man on whom his spittle falls. Unclean 9 
the saddle on which he has ridden, un- 10 
clean, till evening comes, everything on 
which the man so afflicted may rest; the 
same washing, and bathing, and unclean¬ 
ness for anyone who carries it in his hands; 
the same washing, and bathing, and un- n 
cleanness for anyone whom he touches, 
unless he washes his hands first. Any 12 
earthen pot he touches must be broken, 
any bucket of wood he touches, rinsed with 
water. 

If a man so afflicted is healed, he must 13 
count seven days from the time of his 
healing, 1 and then, when he has washed 
his clothes and his whole body in spring 
water, he is clean. On the eighth day, he 14 
must bring two turtle-doves, or two young 
pigeons, to the door of the tabernacle that 
bears record of me, and give them to the 
priest. The priest will sacrifice one as a 15 
victim for his fault, and the other as a 
burnt-sacrifice, and so make intercession 
for him in the Lord’s presence, that he may 
be clean from the defilement of his body. 

The man who loses the seed of pro- 16 
creation must wash his whole body in 
water, and remain unclean till evening 
comes; wash, too, in water his garment of 17 
stuff or of leather, and that too, till evening 
comes, is unclean. If he has had commerce 18 
with a woman, she too must wash, and she 
too, till evening comes, is unclean. 


1 The sense of the Hebrew text is rather ‘up to the time of his cleansing*. 
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The High Priest in the inner Sanctuary 

19 The woman who loses blood, because 
her monthly time has come round, must 

20 remain a whole week apart; whoever 

21 touches her is unclean till sundown, and 
all she lies upon or sits upon during this 
time of separation, becomes defiled there- 

22 by. The man who touches her bed, must 
wash his garments, and bathe, and hold 

23 himself unclean till evening; and there is 
the same washing, and bathing, and un¬ 
cleanness for anyone who touches any 
piece of furniture on which she has sat 

24 down to rest. If a man has commerce with 
her at her monthly time, he remains un¬ 
clean for a whole week; unclean, too, is any 
bed on which he lies. 

25 A woman who loses blood continually at 
other times, or when her monthly time is 
over, must be considered unclean in the 
same way, as long as her affliction lasts; 

26 unclean the bed she sleeps on, and all that 

27 she rests on, unclean, till evening comes, 
everyone who has touched her, and mean¬ 
while he must wash his garments and 

28 bathe in water. If the issue of her blood 
dries up, she must count seven days from 

29 the time of her healing, 1 and on the 
eighth day she will bring two turtle-doves, 
or two young pigeons, to the priest at the 

30 door of the tabernacle. The priest will 
sacrifice one as a victim for her fault, and 
the other as a burnt-sacrifice, and so make 
intercession for her in the Lord’s presence 
over the issue of blood that has defiled 
her. 

31 You must teach the sons of Israel to be 
on their guard against uncleanness; or they 
may be punished with death for the ir¬ 
reverence which has profaned my taber- 

32 nacle, here in their midst. Such are the 
rules which concern men who are defiled 
by a running of the reins, or by intercourse 

33 with woman, and for women who must 
remain apart because of their monthly 
time, women who have a continuous issue 
of blood, and men with whom such women 
have commerce. 


After the death of Aaron’s two 
sons, that were punished for offer¬ 
ing up unhallowed fire, the Lord spoke to 
Moses giving him a message for his brother 2 
Aaron: He must never present himself 
without due preparation within the sanc¬ 
tuary, behind the veil, where the throne 
stands above the ark. If he does so, the 
penalty is death; it is over this shrine that 
I mean to reveal myself in cloud. And this 3 
is the preparation he must make; he must 
offer a young bullock as a victim for his 
faults, and a ram by way of burnt-sacrifice. 

He must be clad in the linen robe, with 4 
linen breeches for decency, and must be 
girt with a linen girdle, and wear the linen 
mitre on his head; these are the sacred 
vestments he must put on, after washing 
himself. And the whole people of Israel 5 
must provide him with two goats as vic¬ 
tims for their faults, and a ram for burnt- 
sacrifice. 

He will offer the bullock to make inter- 6 
cession for himself and for his family. The 7 
two goats he will present before the Lord, 
at the door of the tabernacle that bears 
record of me, and will cast lots between 8 
them; one is to be the Lord’s due, the other 
is for discharge . 1 The one chosen by lot 9 
to be the Lord’s due must be offered for 
their faults; the one chosen for their dis- 10 
charge must be presented before the Lord 
alive, to let intercession fall upon it, and 
then be turned loose in the desert. 

So, with due ceremony, he will offer the 11 
bullock, making intercession for himself 
and his family, and immolate it. And now, 12 
filling his censer with coals from the altar, 
and taking a handful of beaten spices for 
incense, he will pass beyond the veil into 
the inner sanctuary, putting incense on the 13 
coals, so that a cloud of smoke may hide 
that shrine over the ark, which none may 
see and live. He will take some of the 14 
bullock’s blood, too, and sprinkle it with 
his finger seven times over the eastern end 
of the sanctuary, opposite the throne. 3 And 15 



This might also be translated ‘up to the time of her cleansing’, which is the sense of the Hebrew 
text, but cf. verse 13 above. z According to the Hebrew text, one lot was for the Lord, the other 

lor azazcl . The meaning of this word is uncertain; it does not occur in the Bible outside this chapter. It 
appears in later Jewish literature as the name of an evil Spirit; and some think that it has that meaning 
here, the scapegoat being handed over into thepower of an evil spirit, such as might be supposed to in- 
habit the desert, far from the haunts of men (Tob. 8. 3; Mt. 12. 43). In any case, it is clear that the sins 
« 1 j.people were laid, symbolically, on the head of the goat, so that in discharging it from the camp 
they discharged themselves from guilt. _ J ‘ The eastern end ’; that is, the part immediately inside the 
veil, but the sense of the Hebrew text is probably ‘opposite the throne, in front of it’. The Hebrew 
text implies that the blood was sprinkled once on the throne, and seven times in front of the throne. 
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afterwards, when he has immolated the 
goat for the faults of the people, he will 
cany some of its blood, too, within the 
veil, and sprinkle it there opposite the 

16 shrine, like the bullock's blood. So he will 
purify the sanctuary from all the faults the 
sons of Israel have committed, their trans¬ 
gressions and their uncleanness. With the 
same ceremony he shall purify the taber¬ 
nacle that bears the Lord's record, pitched 
there amongst them, with all the defile¬ 
ment of their dwellings round about. 

17 No one must be there in the tabernacle 
from the time when the high priest enters 
the inner sanctuary, to make intercession 
for himself and his family and the whole 
people of Israel, till the time when he 

18 comes out again. And when he comes out 
to the altar that stands there in the Lord’s 
presence, he must make intercession for 
himself, pouring the blood of bullock and 

19 goat all round the horns of it; and so, 
sprinkling it with his finger seven times, 
he must make expiation, and cleanse it 
from all the defilement incurred by the 
sons of Israel. 

so Sanctuary, and tabernacle, and altar so 
cleansed, he has still to offer up the goat 

ai that is left alive. He must put both hands 
on its head, confessing all the sins and 
transgressions and faults Israel has com¬ 
mitted, and laying the guilt of them on its 
head. And there will be a man standing 

22 ready to take it into the desert for him; so 
the goat will carry away all their sins into 
a land uninhabited, set at large in the 
desert. 

23 Then Aaron will come back to the taber¬ 
nacle, and take off the vestments he wore 
when he entered the sanctuary, and leave 

24 them there; he will wash on holy ground, 
and put on his own garments instead. He 
will come out, and offer his own burnt- 
sacrifice, and that of the people, making 
intercession for himself and for the people 

2s both at once, and bum the fat of the 

26 transgression-victim on the altar. The man 
who let loose the goat that was discharged 
must wash his clothes and bathe before he 


returns to the camp. As for the trans- 27 
gression-victims, the bullock and the goat, 
whose blood was carried into the sanctuary 
to make expiation there, the carcases must 
be taken away from the camp and de¬ 
stroyed by fire, skin and flesh and dung 
together. And the man who bums them, 28 
before he returns to the camp, must wash 
his clothes and bathe like the other. 

This ceremony you are to observe for 29 
all time. On the tenth day of the seventh 
month you will keep a fast; 1 no work is to 
be done by citizen or by alien that day. It 30 
is a day of atonement on your behalf, to 
cleanse you from all fault, and make you 
clean in the Lord’s sight; it must be all 31 
repose; so that you can observe the fast, 
year after year. He who then holds the 32 
office of high priest, duly anointed to serve 
in place of his father, will make atonement, 
clad in linen robe and sacred vestments; 
purify sanctuary, tabernacle, altar, priests 33 
and people. You will continue for all time 34 
to make intercession, once a year, for the 
children of Israel, and for all the faults they 
have committed. 

And Aaron carried out the commands 
which the Lord had given to Moses. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses, 
bidding him tell Aaron and his 2 
sons and all Israel, Here is a command¬ 
ment the Lord has for you. Any Israelite 3 
who kills sheep or ox or goat, 2 within the 
camp or without, and does not make an 4 
offering to the Lord at the tabernacle door, 
shall pay for it with his life; blood has 
flowed, and the shedder of it is lost to his 
people. Whatever beasts they kill on their 5 
farms, the sons of Israel must bring to the 
priests as victims, consecrating them to the 
Lord’s honour at the tabernacle door, and 
imm olating them as welcome-offerings to 
him . And the priest will pour out the 6 
blood at the altar which stands before the 
tabernacle, and bum the fats for the Lord 
to accept the smell of its burning. Y ou have 7 
prostituted yourselves to the worship of 
false gods; to them you must offer victims 



1 ‘Keep a fast’; literally, ‘afflict your souls’. 2 The word translated ‘killed’, here and in verse 5 

below, is one of frequent occurrence in the Mosaic law, and everywhere else it is a sacrificial term, ‘im¬ 
molate’. It 16 not, therefore, clear whether this regulation applies to all slaughtering of cattle for food; 
or whether it forbids the private sacrificing of cattle, which might easily degenerate into the idolatry con¬ 
demned in verse 7. But perhapB at the time of the Exodus, when food was scarce, the killing of a beast 
was confined to special occasions, such as would call for sacrifice; after the conquest of Palestine, the 
situation was altered (Deut. 12. 20-22). 
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no longer. Such is the law they and their 
s descendants must obey for all time; tell 
them that if any Israelite or any alien 
living among them offers burnt-sacrifice 
9 or victim without bringing it to the door 
of the tabernacle which bears record of 
me, and offering it to the Lord, he is lost 
to his people. 

io Any Israelite, or alien dwelling among 
you, who consumes the blood when he 
eats, becomes my enemy; I will sever him 

i r from my people. It is the blood that ani¬ 
mates all living things, and I have destined 
it to make atonement for your souls upon 
the altar, blood for the purgation of your 

12 souls. That is why I have warned the sons 
of Israel that neither they nor the aliens 
who dwell among them must consume the 

13 blood when they eat. Any Israelite, or 
alien living among you, who hunts down 
a beast or snares a bird, such as you are 
allowed to eat, must drain its blood and 

14 cover it with earth. Because it animates 
all living things, I give the sons of Israel 
this warning: Never, on pain of death, 
turn it to your own use, the blood that 
holds the life. 

15 Anyone, citizen or alien, who eats what 
has fallen dead or been the prey of a wild 
beast, must wash his clothes and bathe 
in water, and be reckoned unclean till 
sun-down. Then he will be clean again; 

16 but if he does not wash his clothes and 
bathe himself, he will be held to account 
for it. 


“1 Q And the Lord spoke to Moses 

2 JLO bidding him give the sons of 
Israel this message: I am the Lord your 

a God; it is not for you to live by the customs 
of that Egyptian land in which you once 
dwelt, or to imitate the men of Chanaan, 
the new home I am giving you, and follow 

4 their observances. It is my decrees you 
will execute, my commands you will obey, 
following them closely; am I not the Lord 

5 your God? It is my laws, my decrees you 
must keep; they give life to the man who 

6 lives by them; am I not the Lord? And it 
is I, the Lord, who tell you that no man is 
to betake himself to a woman who is near 
of kin to him, and mate with her. 

7 Thou shalt not come between thy 
father’s sheets, and mate with her that 


bore thee; wouldst thou mate with thy own 
mother? Thou shalt not mate with her 8 
that is thy father’s wife; her shame is his. 
Thou shalt not mate with thy sister by 9 
either parent, born in the same house or 
bom elsewhere. Thou shalt not mate with 10 
the daughter of thy own son or daughter; 
her shame is thine. Thou shalt not mate 1 1 
with any daughter thy father’s wife bears 
him; she is thy sister. Thou shalt not mate 12 
with thy father’s sister, thy own father’s 
flesh and blood; nor with thy mother’s 13 
sister, thy own mother’s flesh and blood. 
Thou shalt not come between thy uncle’s 14 
sheets and mate with his wife; she is bound 
to thee by affinity. Thou shalt not mate 15 
with thy daughter-in-law; wouldst thou 
mate with the wife of thy own son? Thou 16 
shalt not mate with thy brother’s wife ; 1 
her shame is his. Thou shalt not mate with 17 
a woman and also with her daughter, no, 
nor with any grand-daughter of hers; they 
are flesh and blood of hers, and all such 
commerce is incestuous. Thou shalt not 18 
make a concubine of thy wife’s sister, 
mating with her while thy wife still lives. 
Thou shalt not come nigh a woman and 19 
mate with her during her monthly time. 
Thou shalt not defile thyself by bedding 20 
with thy neighbour’s wife. 

Thou shalt not yield up any child of 21 
thine to be devoted to the false god 
Moloch, doing dishonour to the name of 
thy God; am I not the Lord? Thou shalt 22 
not have commerce with a man as if it had 
been with a woman; such commerce is 
abominable. Thou shalt not defile thyself 23 
by commerce with a beast; nor shall a 
woman allow any beast to have commerce 
with her; it is foully done. 

Do not defile yourselves like the nations 24 
I am dispossessing to make room for you; 
the whole land is contaminated by their 25 
presence, and I am calling it to account for 
these ill deeds, till it vomits out its own 
inhabitants. Citizens alike and aliens, that 26 
dwell among you, must observe these laws 
and decrees I am giving you, and keep 
clear of all such abominations; the very 27 
abominations by which the former in¬ 
habitants of the land have contaminated it. 

Be sure that it will vomit you out like those 28 
others, if you do as they did. Whoever is 29 
guilty of any such abomination is lost to his 


1 That is, presumably, while the brother is still alive; cf. 20. 21 below, and Dcut. 25. 5. 


103 



Thy Neighbour as thyself; further Ordinances 


LEVITICUS 

30 people. Keep my commandments, and do 
not defile yourselves by imitating your 
forerunners; am I not the Lord your God? 

“I Q The Lord, too, spoke to Moses, 

2 JLZ^ bidding him give the whole com¬ 
pany of Israel this message: You must be 
men set apart, as I am set apart, I, the Lord 

3 your God. Worshippers of such a God, you 
must reverence father and mother, and 

a keep my day of rest; worshippers of such 
a God, you must not betake yourselves to 
idols, make molten images at your pleasure. 

5 If you immolate a victim by way of 
welcome-offering, to win the Lord’s fa- 

6 vour, eat it on the day of its immolation, or 
the day after; whatever remains on the 

7 third day must be destroyed by fire. The 
man who eats of it when two days have 

8 passed defiles it and displeases me; he will 
be held to account for profaning what is 
consecrated to the Lord; he shall be lost 
to his people. 

9 When thou reapest the crops on thy 
land, do not rase all to the level of the 

10 ground, 1 or pick up the scattered ears; do 
not hoard up the clusters or the grapes that 
have fallen. Leave something for poor 
men and wanderers to glean; remember 
what God you worship. 

n Do not steal, and lie, and deceive one 

12 another. Do not violate the honour of thy 
God by swearing falsely in my name; the 

13 Lord’s name. Do not wrong thy neigh¬ 
bour or despoil him by violence; do not 
withhold the wages of thy hired servants 

14 till morning comes. Do not miscall the 
deaf, or put a stumbling-block in the blind 
man’s way; thou hast the vengeance of thy 

15 God to fear; the Lord’s vengeance. Do 
not pervert justice by giving false awards, 
whether by taking a man’s poverty into ac¬ 
count , 2 or by flattering the great; give every 

16 man his just due. Do not whisper calum¬ 
nies in the public ear, and swear away thy 

17 neighbour’s life; the Lord hears thee. Do 
not nurse resentment against thy brother; 
put thyself in the right by confronting him 

ie with his fault. Do not seek revenge, or 


bear a grudge for wrong done to thee by 
thy fellow-citizens; thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself; thy Lord is his. 3 

Keep true to my co mmandm ents; do 19 
not mate any beast of thine with one of 
another sort, or sow thy field with a mixed 
crop, or wear garments woven of two dif¬ 
ferent fabrics. 4 

If a man has commerce with a slave- 20 
woman promised in marriage, but not yet 
redeemed or set free, both shall be beaten, 
but they shall not be put to death, as if she 
were a free woman. The man must offer a 21 
ram to the Lord at the tabernacle door for 
wrong done, and so the priest will make 22 
intercession before the Lord for the fault 
he has committed, and the Lord will be 
merciful, and pardon his fault. 

When you reach your own country and 23 
plant fruit-trees there, you must strip them 
of the fruit they bear,* as something un¬ 
clean, not for your eating, till the fourth 24 
year; then you must offer the whole crop 
to the Lord as an acceptable sacrifice. You 25 
must not gather the fruit on them for your 
own eating till the fifth year; the Lord your 
God comes first. 

Do not eat anything that has the blood 26 
still in it. 

Do not consult omens, or pay regard to 27 
dreams. There must be no tonsuring of 
heads and mutilating of beards, no gashing 28 
your bodies when a man dies, no branding 
them with marks and designs; the Lord 
forbids it. Do not expose any daughter of 29 
thine to dishonour; so thou wilt bring dis¬ 
honour on the whole land, and fill it with 
lewdness. Keep your observance for my 30 
sabbaths, your reverence for my sanc¬ 
tuary. Do not betake yourselves to sor- 31 
cerers, or consult wizards, to your defile¬ 
ment; you are the Lord’s worshippers. 

Rise up from thy seat in reverence for 32 
grey hairs; honour the aged, as thou dost 
fear God, the Lord thy God. If an alien 33 
comes to dwell in your land, and settles 
down among you, do not treat him disdain¬ 
fully; welcome him as if he were native 34 
born, and do him kindness as if he were 


1 In the Hebrew text, ‘finish off the comers of thy field’. 2 Literally, according to the Hebrew 

text, ‘shewing partiality towards the poor’; cf. Ex. 23. 3. 3 ‘Thy neighbour’; literally, according 

to the Latin, ‘thy friend’, but cf. verse 13 above, where the Latin renders the same Hebrew word by 
‘neighbour’, and Lk. to. 27. 4 Some thin k that this verse refers to superstitions co mm on at the 

time. Others have suggested that the purpose of these regulations was symbolical, the Israelites being 
warned against making a hotch-potch of true and false religion. Cf. Deut. 22. 9-11. s ‘Strip’; 

literally ‘circumcise’. It is perhaps implied (cf. verse 24) that the fruit produced at first would be tin¬ 
worthy of sacrifice. 
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one of yourselves, remembering that you mercy must be shewn when a man has 
were aliens once, in the land of Egypt; the commerce with his daughter-in-law; order 

35 Lord your God remembers. There must has been violated, and both must die. No 13 
be no tampering with justice, with the mercy, either, when a man has commerce 
rule or the weight or the measure you em- with another man as if he had been a 

36 ploy; an even scale, a true balance, a full woman; either is guilty of a foul deed, and 

bushel, a full pint-measure; ever just the both must die. The man who mates with 14 
Lord your God is, that rescued you daughter and mother both, is guilty of a 
from Egypt. foul deed; he and they must be burnt alive, 

37 Remember all these laws, all these de- and such guilt as theirs be found in your 

crees of mine, and live by them; the Lord’s midst no longer . 1 If a man has commerce 15 
decrees. with a beast, his life must pay for it; the 

beast too must be killed; and the woman 16 
A And the Lord spoke to Moses, who allows a beast to have commerce with 

2 L*\J giving him this message for the her, must die with the beast; no mercy 
sons of Israel: If any Israelite, or alien must be shewn to any such. If a man takes 17 
living among you, sacrifices a child of his his own sister to his bed, whether she is his 

to the false god Moloch, his life must pay father’s daughter or his mother’s, to her 

3 for it; he must be stoned publicly. On shame and his, it is great disgrace; both 
such a man my ban rests, and I will not let must be held to account for it, and be put 
him live among my people any longer, once to death publicly, for bringing shame on 
he has outraged my sanctuary, dragged my one another. If a man has commerce with 1 b 
holy nam e in the dust, by sacrificing his a woman in her monthly time, and intrudes 

4 child to Moloch. Does the people neglect upon the flowing of her blood, both must 
its duty, defy my commandments? Does be lost to their people. 

it condone the sacrifice, and refuse to kill Thou shalt not mate with any sister of 19 

5 him? Then shall my ban rest upon all his thy father or thy mother; the man who 
kindred too, and I will rid my people of the does this dishonours his own flesh and 
man who played the wanton with Moloch, blood, and botii will be held to account for 

6 and all who consented to it. If anyone be- it. If a man has commerce with the wife of 20 
takes himself to sorcerers and wizards, on his father’s brother, or his mother’s bro- 
him too my ban shall rest for prostitu ting ther, bringing shame on his own kindred, 
himself to such arts, and I will rid my man and woman will be held to account; 

7 people of him. Keep yourselves apart, and they shall not live to breed children. The 21 
be a holy people; remembering what God man who takes his brother’s wife in mar- 

8 you worship. Keep these commandments riage does a forbidden thing, bringing 

of mine and live by them; I, the Lord, have shame on his own brother; children they 
set you apart. shall have never . 3 

9 If a man curses father or mother, his Remember these laws and decrees of 22 
life must pay for it; he has put himself mine, and live by them, or you too will be 
beyond hope of pardon , 1 in cursing father vomited up again by the land you arc soon 

or mother. to invade and occupy; it is not for you to 23 

10 If a man commits adultery by having imitate the practices of the nations I am 
commerce with his neighbour’s wife, the driving out to make room for you. Was it 
lives of both, adulterer and adulteress, not these very practices that made me their 

11 must pay for it. If a man has commerce enemy? And now, if I bid you take pos- 24 
with his step-mother, coming between his session of their land, a land all milk and 
own father’s sheets, the fives of both must honey, and make it your home, it is because 

12 pay for it; they must find no mercy. No I, the Lord your God, have set you apart 

1 Literally 'His blood must be upon his own head’, that is, to kill him is execution, not murder. 

2 It is not clear why this special punishment is reserved for this special offence. The word ‘ alive * is 
not found in the Hebrew text; and we find a sentence of stoning followed by burning in Jos. 7. 25. 

3 See note on 18, t6 above. Probably we are meant to understand that the brother is still alive (cf. Mk. 6. 

18). It is not impossible, however, tnat marriage with a brother’s widow (being no breach of the natural 
law) may have been forbidden to the Israelites in the wilderness, yet afterwards prescribed to them as 
settlers in the land of Chanaan, in cases where the widow had no child to inherit the property (Deut. 

25 . 5 )- 
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2s among all the nations of the world; and 
you too must set what is clean apart from 
what is unclean, whether beast or bird; 
you are not to incur defilement over such 
beasts and birds and other living things as 

26 I have bidden you hold abominable. You 
must be set apart for my service, as I am 
set apart, I, your God, who have chosen 
you out among all the nations of the world, 
to belong to me. 

27 If man or woman is possessed by a spirit 
of witchcraft or divination, their lives must 
pay for it by stoning; they have put them¬ 
selves beyond hope of pardon. 

The Lord also spoke to Moses 
giving him a message for the 
priests, the sons of Aaron: When a fellow- 
citizen dies, a priest is not to expose him- 

2 self to defilement, unless it be the funeral 
of one of his near kin, father or mother, 

3 son or daughter, a brother of his or a sister 

4 that is a virgin unwed. Nay, he must not 
expose himself to defilement even for the 
ruler among the people. 1 

5 Priests are not to shave their heads or 
beards, or make gashes in their skin for 

6 mourning. They are men set apart for their 
God, and must never bring reproach on 
his name; they bum incense 2 * to the Lord, 
offer their God his consecrated loaves, and 

7 shall they not be holy? They must not wed 
harlots, or women dishonoured, or those 
whom their husbands have rejected, these 
men vowed to the service of their God, 

s who set out the consecrated loaves before 
him. They must be set apart, as I, the 
Lord, am set apart, the Lord that hallows 

9 them. If the daughter of a priest is con¬ 
victed of playing the harlot, and bringing 
dishonour on her father’s name, she must 
be given to the flames. 

10 The high priest, that one who is chief 
among his brethren, whose brow has been 
anointed with the holy oil, and his hands 
consecrated for the priestly office, who 
wears the sacred vestments, may never 

11 bare his head, or rend his garments, or go 


near a dead body upon any occasion. 
Though it be his father or mother, he must 
not expose himself to defilement, but keep 12 
within the Lord’s holy precincts, so as not 
to bring defilement on them, a man con¬ 
secrated to his God by the holy oil that 
anointed him; the Lord’s own priest. And 13 
when he marries, he must marry a virgin; 
not a widow, or a rejected wife, or a harlot, u 
or a woman dishonoured; she must be a 
virgin of his own clan ,3 so that the stock of 1 s 
his family is not debased by the blood of 
common folk; I, the Lord, have set him 
apart. 

The Lord, too, spoke to Moses, bidding 16 
him tell Aaron: No descendant of thine 
that has any blemish shall be allowed to 
offer his God the consecrated loaves, nor 18 
to come forward and do him service. Such 
are the blind, the lame, one whose nose is 
deformed in size or twisted awry, 4 5 one who 19 
has a crushed hand or foot, is hunch- 20 
backed or blear-eyed ,5 or wall-eyed, has a 
continual scab or itch on him, or a rupture. 

No one of the priestly line of Aaron who 21 
has such a blemish must come forward to 
sacrifice to the Lord, or offer his God the 
consecrated loaves. He is allowed to eat 22 
the bread which is offered in the sanctuary, 
but he must have no access to the veil, 6 23 
must not go near the altar; my sanctuary 
must not be profaned by any blemish. 

I, the Lord, have set priests apart for 
myself. 

All these commands Moses handed on 24 
to Aaron, and to his sons, and to the people 
of Israel. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses 
giving him this co mman d for 2 
Aaron and his sons: They must beware 
what use they make of the offerings 
brought by Israel; they must not profane 
the honour of these consecrated things; of 
things consecrated to the Lord. Tell them, 3 
tell all who follow, that if any of their race 
comes near these sacred offerings in a state 
of defilement, he is lost to my service; the 




1 The sense of thk verse in the Hebrew text is uncertain. 2 According to the Hebrew text, 

‘offerings'. In this chapter, by a metaphor, the priests seem to be thought of as servants waiting at their 
master's table. 3 Literally, ‘ his own people’, but the context seems to indicate that the I -arm version 

uses the word here in a restricted sense. The Hebrew text has simply ‘She must be a virgin, of his own 
people, and he must not dishonour his race among his people’. 4 The Hebrew text is generally 

understood as meaning ‘one who is mutilated (probably in the face) or has an over-developed limb’. 

5 The word in the Hebrew text seems to mean ‘withered'. 6 Literally, according to the Latin text, 

‘go within the veil', but this was in any case forbidden to all except the high priest (Heb. 9. 7). The 
Hebrew text has ‘come up to the veil’ (cf. 4. 6 above;. 
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What Animals may be offered in Sacrifice 

4 service of the Lord. Any of Aaron’s race 
who is a leper, or has a ru nn ing at the reins, 
must cease to have any share of the hal¬ 
lowed food, until he is cured. Anyone of 
them who has touched a thing defiled by 
death, or has lost the seed of procreation, 

5 or perhaps has touched some creeping 
anim al, or anything whose touch defiles, 

6 remains unclean till sundown, so that he 
must not share the holy food. Not till he 

? has bathed in water, and waited for the sun 
to go down, may he enjoy his privilege of 

s sharing in it. The priests must not defile 
themselves by eating anything that falls 
dead, or has been a prey of a wild beast; 

9 they are the Lord’s priests. They must ob¬ 
serve my commands, and commit no fault; 
death shall overtake them, there in my 
sanctuary, if they profane it. It is I, the 
Lord, who have set them apart. 

10 No one that is not of their family may 
share the holy food, no guest the priest 

11 entertains, no hired servant of his; only a 
slave bought with his money or bom in his 

J2 house has the privilege. If a priest’s 
daughter marries out of her clan, she loses 

13 her right to these hallowed offerings; but 
if she becomes a widow, or is rejected by 
her husband and comes home childless, 
she may eat with her family as when she 
was still a maid. It is only those who be¬ 
long to another clan that may not share it. 

14 If anyone partakes of the holy food through 
inadvertence, he must go to the sanctuary 
and make restitution to the priest of the 
same quantity, with a fifth part added. 

15 There must be no profaning what the sons 

r6 of Israel have offered to their God; they 

will be held to account for it, if they eat this 
holy food. It is I, the Lord, who have set 
my priests apart. 

17 And the Lord spoke to Moses bidding 
him tell Aaron and his sons and all Israel: 
When any Israelite, or any alien dwelling 
among you, would offer the Lord burnt- 
sacrifice, either in payment of a vow, or out 

19 of devotion, and must present it through 
your hands, it must be a male victim, ox or 

20 sheep or goat, without blemish. If it has 


any blemish, it is unacceptable, and must 
not be offered. And anyone who makes the 21 
Lord a welcome-offering, either in pay¬ 
ment of a vow or out of devotion, must 
offer an ox or a sheep that is without 
blemish, if it is to be acceptable. It must 
have no blemish of any sort; if it is blind, 22 
or crippled, or scarred, disfigured by blis¬ 
ters or scab or mange, you must not offer 
it to the Lord, or burn it on the Lord’s 
altar. Ox or sheep that has ears or tail cut 23 
off may be offered out of devotion, but not 
in payment of a vow. 1 No beast that has 24 
suffered crushing or bruising or gelding 
may be offered to the Lord; there must be 
no such custom in your country. You must 25 
not offer to your God either bread or any 
other gift that comes from an alien; 2 such 
gifts are tainted, there is a blemish in them, 
they shall find no acceptance with you. 

And the Lord gave Moses this message: 26 
Calf, or lamb, or kid, when it is newly born, 27 
must be allowed to suck for a whole week; 
only on the eighth day and afterwards may 
it be offered to the Lord. Cow or ewe, the 28 
dam must not be slaughtered on the same 
day as its young. When you sacrifice a 29 
victim to the Lord by way of welcome¬ 
offering, to win his favour, you must eat it 30 
the same day, none must be left over till 
the morrow; the Lord will have his pre¬ 
cepts observed. Remember these com- 31 
mandments of mine, and five by them; the 
Lord’s commandments. Do not dishonour 32 
my holy name; it is among the sons of Is¬ 
rael that I would vindicate my holiness, 

I, the Lord, who have set you apart for 
myself, and rescued you from the land of 33 
Egypt, so as to be your God; am I not the 
Lord? 

The Lord also spoke to Moses, 
bidding him tell the sons of Is- ^ 
rael: These are the feasts which the Lord 
will have you proclaim as specially set 
apart. 3 You have six days to work in; the 3 
seventh day must be kept set apart as a day 
that is all repose; you must refrain from 
all work that day, and there must be repose 



1 ‘Has ears or tail cut off'; the Hebrew text probably signifies, ‘has an over-developed or an under¬ 
developed limb'. 1 That is, one resident abroad (see verse 18 above). The meaning of the Hebrew 

text appears to be, 'If any alien offers one of the things mentioned as bread (i.e. food) for the Lord’; it 
is not clear whether the sense is that an alien must not (any more than an Israelite) offer any victim which 
has a blemish, or that no alien may offer ox, sheep, or goat in sacrifice. 3 The sense of the Hebrew 

text is, that the people are to gainer in solemn assembly on these days; so in verses 3, 4, 7, 8, 21, 24, 
27, 35, 36 and 37 below. 
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in every dwelling-place of yours, in the 

4 Lord’s honour. And these are the feasts 
you must observe as consecrated to the 
Lord when certain times of year come 
round. 

5 On the evening of the fourteenth day of 
the first month, the Lord’s Pasch begins; 

6 and with the fifteenth day of the month 
comes the feast of unleavened bread ; for a 
whole week you will eat your bread without 

7 leaven. This first day you shall hold in 
great honour and reverence, doing no ser- 

8 vile work on it; you will offer burnt- 
sacrifice to the Lord, and these sacrifices 
shall continue all through the week. The 
seventh day, too, is one which is to be kept 
with special honour and reverence, and no 
servile work is to be done. 

9 And next, the Lord spoke to Moses, 

10 bidding him give this message to the Is¬ 
raelites : When you have reached the land 
I mean to make yours, you will have a har¬ 
vest to gather in. You must bring sheaves 
of com, the first-fruits of your crop, to the 

11 priest, and he, the day following the sab¬ 
bath, will consecrate each sheaf, lifting it 
up in the Lord’s presence to win his favour 

12 for you. The same day on which the sheaf 
is hallowed, a yearling lamb without ble¬ 
mish must be offered to the Lord as a 

13 burnt-sacrifice; and with it, as a bloodless 
offering, a peck of flour, kneaded with oil, 
to bum before the Lord and please him 
with the smell of its burning. And you 
must add a quart of wine by way of liba- 

14 tion. You must not eat bread or pearl- 
barley or porridge made from the new crop 
until you have brought your God this 
offering. This is a law you must observe at 
all times and everywhere. 

15 From that day, the next after the sab¬ 
bath, when the sheaf of first-fruits was 
offered, you will count seven full weeks; 

16 and on the day after the end of the seventh 
week, that is, on the fiftieth day, you will 
offer the Lord a sacrifice out of your new 

17 harvesting. Each household must provide 
two loaves by way of first-fruits; a peck of 
flour cooked with leaven as first-fruits 

ia given to the Lord. With the loaves, you 
will offer seven yearling lambs without 
blemish, a calf chosen from the herd, and 
two rams; a burnt-sacrifice with your gifts 
to accompany it, for the Lord to accept the 
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smell of its burning. And you must sacri- 19 
fice a goat as a transgression-victim, and 
two yearling lambs by way of welcome¬ 
offering. These the priest will lift in the 20 
Lord’s presence together with the first- 
fruits, and they shall be for his own use. 
You must keep this day with great honour 21 
and reverence, doing no servile work on it; 
that is a law you must observe at all times 
and everywhere. And when you reap your 22 
land, you will not rase all to the ground, or 
gather the stray ears; you will leave them 
for the poor man and the wanderer to 
glean; remember what God you wor¬ 
ship. 1 

And next, the Lord spoke to Moses, 23 
bidding him tell the Israelites: You must 24 
keep the first day of the seventh month as 
a day of rest; it shall be proclaimed holy 
with blowing of trumpets, to keep the 
Lord in min d of you. You must cease from 25 
all work, and offer the Lord burnt-sacri¬ 
fice. And moreover (so ran the Lord’s 26 
word to Moses) the tenth day of this 27 
seventh month is the day you are to honour 
by making atonement; it will be pro¬ 
claimed holy, and you will fast on it, as well 
as offering the Lord burnt-sacrifice. Dur- 28 
ing this day you are to do no servile work; 
it is a day of atonement, to win the Lord’s 
mercy for you. If anyone does not fast that 29 
day, he is lost to his people; and I will rid 30 
the people, too, of anyone who does any 
work on it. It must be an unalterable rule 31 
with you at all times and everywhere to 
cease work on that day; it is to be all repose. 32 
The fast will begin on the evening of the 
ninth day, and from evening to evening 
you will rest. 

And the Lord also spoke to Moses giving 3 
him this message for the Israelites: From 34 
the fifteenth day of this seventh month 
onwards, you will keep, for a whole week, 
the feast of Tent-dwelling. The first day 35 
is to be held in all honour and reverence; 
you will do no servile work on it. On each 
of the seven days you will offer the Lord 
burnt-sacrifice, and the eighth day too you 36 
must keep with all honour and reverence, 
with burnt-sacrifices to the Lord; the peo¬ 
ple must assemble together, and no servile 
work is to be done. 

These are the Lord’s feasts, which you 37 
must proclaim with honour and reverence, 


See note on 19. 9 above. 
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The Oil and the Loaves; a Blasphemer punished 


bringing the Lord your offerings, burnt- 
sacrifice and the gifts that go with it, as the 

38 rite of each day prescribes; to make no 
mention of the sabbath, and of those offer¬ 
ings which you will make to the Lord in 
performance of a vow, or out of devotion. 

3 9 This is how you will celebrate your week 
of feasting in the Lord’s honour, at the 
time when the last of your crops have been 
gathered in, from the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month onwards. The first and the 

40 eighth days will be all repose. And on the 
first day you will pluck fruit from some 
favourite tree, and branches of palm, leafy 
boughs, and osiers from the river banks, 
and so keep holiday in the presence of the 

41 Lord your God. For a whole week every 
year you will honour this observance, 
making it a law at all times and everywhere. 

42 It is to be kept in the seventh month, and 
for seven days you will live in arbours; the 
whole race of Israel will become tent- 

43 dwellers, to remind those who come after 
you that I bade the sons of Israel dwell in 
tents when I rescued them from the land 
of Egypt; I, the Lord your God. 

44 So Moses gave word to the Israelites 
about the feasts they were to celebrate in 
the Lord’s honour. 

2 'J A And the Lord said to Moses, Bid 

the sons of Israel bring thee oil of 
the olive, pure and clear, to feed at all 

3 times the lamps before the veil, where the 
ark bears record of me in the tabernacle 
that attests my covenant. Aaron shall set 
them there to bum before the Lord from 
evening to morning; a rite you shall ob- 

4 serve continually, age after age. They shall 
be set there always in the Lord’s presence, 
on the lamp-stand that is of pure gold. 

5 Take flour, too, and bake twelve loaves 

6 of it, a peck of flour to each of them; these 
must be set on the table of pure gold that 
stands there before the Lord, six on each 

7 side of it. And put grains of fine incense 
on them; the bread is to be a token-sacrifice 

b to the Lord. Every sabbath day new loaves 
shall be set there, Israel’s covenanted gift 

9 in perpetuity; the old will be for the use of 
Aaron and his sons, who are to eat them 
on holy ground; they are set apart for 
holy uses, reserved out of the Lord’s offer¬ 
ings as the prerogative of the priests for 
ever. 


There was a man who had been bom in 10 
the camp of Israel, his mother an Israelite, 
his father an Egyptian; and this man, 
quarrelling there with a true-born Is¬ 
raelite, blasphemed the Lord’s name in u 
heaping curses upon him. So they brought 
him before Moses. (His mother’s name 
was Salumith, daughter to Dabri, of the 
tribe of Dan.) And he was put under 12 
guard, while they waited to know the 
Lord’s mind concerning him. 

And this was the word the Lord gave 13 
Moses: Take the blasphemer beyond the 14 
confines of the camp; let all those who 
were listening lay their hands on his head, 
and let the whole people put him to death 
by stoning. Tell the Israelites this: The 15 
man who curses his God will be held to 
account for it; he blasphemed the Lord’s 16 
name, and he must die. Be he citizen or 
stranger, he must be stoned by the whole 
people; death for the blasphemer. Death, 17 
too, for anyone who smites a man and kills 
him. If he injures a beast, he can make it 18 
good; one beast will do as well as another; 
but if he causes injury to one of his fellow- 19 
countrymen, he must pay for it in the same 
coin, making amends for broken limb with 20 
broken limb, for eye with eye, for tooth 
with tooth; the loss he inflicted, he must 
undergo. Restitution for harm done to a 21 
beast; for harm done to a man, punish¬ 
ment. Your award must be the same, 22 
whether it was citizen or stranger that did 
the wrong; it is a just God you worship. 

So Moses gave word to the Israelites, 23 
and they, obedient to the Lord’s com¬ 
mand, took the blasphemer beyond the 
confines of the camp, and there stoned 
him. 

And there, on mount Sinai, the 
Lord spoke to Moses, bidding 2 
him give these commands to the sons of 
Israel. When you reach the land I mean to 
make yours, there will be times of repose 
to be kept in the Lord’s honour. For six 3 
years thou mayest sow thy land, for six 
years thou mayest prune thy vineyard, and 
gather in its fruit; in the seventh year the 4 
land must have rest, lie fallow in the Lord’s 
honour; no field must be sown, no vine¬ 
yard pruned. Thou shalt not make a har- 5 
vest of the land’s aftergrowth, or hoard up, 
at vintage time, the dedicated grapes, in 
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Years of Jubilee; how they are to be celebrated 


6 this year when all is repose; 1 thou shalt 
leave them to be sustenance, as need arises, 
for thyself, thy slaves and slave-women, 
thy hired labourers, and the aliens in thy 

7 household; for thy beasts of burden, too, 
and for thy cattle, the aftergrowth shall 
provide food enough. 

s Of these cycles of seven years thou shalt 

9 count seven, forty-nine years in all, and 
then, on the tenth day of the seventh 
month, the day of atonement, there shall 
be sounding of trumpets all through the 

10 land. The fiftieth year thou shalt set apart, 
by proclaiming release to all that dwell in 
thy country; it is the year of jubilee, in 
which every man comes into his own lands 

11 again, and is restored to his old home. In 
this fiftieth year, the year of jubilee, thou 
shalt neither sow crops nor make a harvest 
of the aftergrowth, nor gather in the dedi- 

12 cated grapes; that would profane the 
jubilee; all must be eaten as it comes to 
hand. 

13 In the year of jubilee, everyone will 

14 come into his own lands again. If, then, 
thou art selling land to one of thy fellow- 
countrymen, or buying it from him, do not 
drive a hard bargain with him. If thou an 
buying, take into account the number of 

15 years since the jubilee, and pay him ac¬ 
cording to what value there is in the re- 

16 maining harvests. If many years are still 
to run before the next jubilee, the price 
will be higher; if few, the price must be 
brought down. It is but the succession of 
so many harvests that he is selling thee. 

17 Do not take advantage of your own fellow- 
countrymen; each of you has a divine 
vengeance to reckon with; the vengeance 
of the Lord, your God. 

18 Do my bidding, remember the decrees 
I make, and carry them out; so you shall 
remain secure in your possession of the 

19 land; such crops it will bear as shall give 
you food to your hearts’ content, shall de¬ 
liver you, come what enemy may, from 

20 fear of famine. Would you ask, how you 
are to live in the seventh year, since you 
have neither sowed nor gathered in crops? 

21 Be assured that in the sixth year my bless¬ 
ing shall be upon the land, and it will yield 

22 food for three years to come; you will still 


be enjoying the old harvest, when you sow 
in the eighth year, still be enjoying the old 
harvest, when the ninth year comes and 
you can reap the new. 

The land must not be sold in perpetuity; 23 
it is mine, and you come into it as strangers 
whom I have settled there. Nothing that 24 
is yours must be sold but on the condition 
that it can be redeemed. If thy brother- 23 
Israelite falls on evil days, and must sell 
thee his little plot of ground, his next of 
kin, if he will, may redeem what was sold. 

Or, if he has no near kinsman, but is able 26 
to find the money himself, let him pay the 27 
sale price, less the value of the crops since 
the time of the sale, and so recover pos¬ 
session. If he cannot find the money, then 28 
the buyer will remain in possession till the 
year of jubilee comes; that year, all which 
has been sold comes back to its true master, 
who held it in earlier days. 

The man who sells a house within the 29 
walls of a city, is free to effect its redemp¬ 
tion till a year has passed; if it remains 30 
unredeemed at the end of the year, it passes 
into the possession of the man who bought 
it, and of his heirs in perpetuity; there is 
no redeeming it now, even in the year of 
jubilee. But if the house stands in some 31 
unwalled village, there is the same right of 
redemption as if it were land; it will return 
to its true master in the year of jubilee, if 
he has not redeemed it first. The houses 32 
which the Levites own in their cities can 
always be redeemed, and if they are not 33 
redeemed they return to their masters in 
the jubilee year; that is because the Levites 
have been granted their cities in lieu of 
lands such as their brethren enjoy. The 34 
land round their cities must never be sold; 
it is their inalienable property. 

If thy brother-Israelite falls on evil days, 35 
or his strength fails him, and thou givest 
him lodging as if he were some alien guest 
of thine, thou shalt not claim interest over 36 
and above what thou hast spent on him. 
Thou hast the vengeance of thy God to 
fear; see to it that thy brother has freedom 
to lodge with thee. It is not for thee to 37 
receive interest on what thou spendest, and 
entertain him to thy own profit. Bethink 38 
you how I, the Lord your God, rescued you 


1 ‘Dedicated grapes’; in the Latin version, ‘the first-fruits of the grapes’, in the Hebrew text, 'the 
Nazirite grapes’. The man who took a Nazirite vow must grow his hair long; and to this, by a metaphor, 
the unpruned vines of the sabbatical year are compared. 
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Blessings which will reward Obedience 

from Egypt and gave you a home in Cha- 
naan, to make you mine. 

? 9 And if thy brother-Israelite is brought 
by poverty to sell his own liberty to thee, 
do not submit him to bondage with thy 

Ao slaves; let him work in thy household as if 
he were a hired servant or a free alien, till 

41 the year of jubilee comes. Then, with his 
children, he must be restored to his kin- 

42 dred and to his ancestral lands. The Is¬ 
raelites know no master but me, their 
rescuer from Egypt; they must not be 

43 bought and sold like slaves; do not use thy 
power over him, then, to treat him ill, as 

44 thou fearest God’s vengeance. Your men- 
slaves and women-slaves must come from 

45 the nations round about you; or they must 
be aliens who have come to dwell among 
you, or children of theirs born on your 

46 soil; these you may hold as chattels, pass¬ 
ing them on to your children by right of 
inheritance, as belonging to you in per¬ 
petuity; but you must not lord it over your 
brother-Israelites. 

47 If an alien comes to dwell among you 
and grows rich, and one of thy brother- 
Israelites sells his liberty to this man, or to 

4 s some descendant of his, there is still oppor¬ 
tunity for him to be redeemed after the 
sale. He may be redeemed by any of his 

49 clan, uncle or cousin or kinsman by blood 
or kinsman by affinity. Nay, if he can lay 
hands on the money, he may redeem him- 

50 self. In doing so, he will reckon up the 
number of years from the time of his sale 
to the next jubilee, and divide the price he 
was sold for by the number of years, as if 

u he was a hireling paid yearly wages. If 
there are many years to run before the 
jubilee, he must pay the full price for them; 

52 if there are few, he will settle his account 
by paying his master the value of those few 

53 years’ work. Full allowance must be made 
for the years he has served already; thou 
shalt not stand by and see him treated un- 

za justly. And if, even so, he cannot find the 
price of his redemption, in the year of 
jubilee he and his children shall go free. 

55 They are no one’s servants but mine, these 
sons of Israel whom I rescued from the 
land of Egypt. 

I am the Lord your God; and if 
I, the Lord, am your God, you 
must not make yourselves idols or carved 
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flgures, or set up monuments or engraved 
stones in any part of your country, so as to 
pay them worship. It is for you to observe 2 
my sabbaths, to reverence my sanctuary; 
the Lord’s sanctuary. If you live by my 3 
law, if you remember my commands and 
obey them, rain shall fall on you when fall 
it should; the land will yield its increase, 4 
and the trees will be bowed with fruit, 
threshing not done with by vintage time, 5 
or vintage by seed-time; you shall have 
food to your hearts’ content. Securely you 
shall hold your lands; sleep safe in your 6 
beds, with peace on all your frontiers. 

I will rid you, too, of ravenous beasts, and 
never the sword shall lay your country 
waste. You shall rout your enemies, and 7 
beat them down before vou; five of you 8 
putting a hundred aliens to flight, and a 
hundred of you ten thousand; so shall 
your enemies bite the dust at your ap¬ 
proach. Under the eye of my favour you 9 
shall increase and multiply, all my pro¬ 
mises to you I will make good; ever the old 10 
harvest shall suffice, till you rid yourselves 
of it to make room for the new. I will make 11 
my dwelling among you, and never shall 
my love cast you off, still coming and going 1 2 
in the midst of you, I your God, and you 
my people. Was it not I, the Lord your 13 
God, that rescued you from your masters 
in Egypt, struck the chains from your 
necks, and gave you the upright carriage 
of free men? 

Will you refuse me a hearing? Will you 14 
leave all my commands unfulfilled? Will 15 
you defy my laws, let my decrees go for 
nothing, neglect my bidding, annul my 
covenant with you? If so, this shall be my 16 
answer to you. I will be quick to punish 
you with dearth, and send fever to dim 
your eyes and waste your lives away; your 
crops shall be sown in vain, for the enemy 
to consume them. You shall feel my dis- 17 
pleasure, when you are beaten down before 
your enemies, when you submit to tyrants 
who hate you, when you take flight before 
ever your foes attack. 

And if you still refuse obedience, I will 18 
exact sevenfold punishment for your sins, 
till I have tamed this stubborn pride of 19 
yours. The skies shall be iron above you, 
and the earth bronze; all your labour will 20 
be spent in vain, earth will yield you no 
harvest, and the trees no fruit. Cross me, 21 
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refuse me a hearing, and I will add fresh 
plagues, in sevenfold punishment of your 

22 sins. I will send wild beasts to prey upon 
you and your cattle, till you are few in 

23 number, and your roads lie deserted. And 
if you refuse to be chastened, and cross me 

24 still, I will cross you in my turn, punishing 

25 your sins sevenfold, I will let war loose 
upon you in return for breaking your cove¬ 
nant with me; and when you take refuge 
in the cities, I will send pestilence among 
you. And soon you will be fain to sur- 

26 render to your enemies, when I have cut 
off your supply of bread, so that ten women 
can bake in one oven, and dole out the 
bread by weight to men that eat and are 
still hungry. 

27 Will you refuse me a hearing, will you 

28 cross me, even then? If so, I wifi cross you 
in my turn, hot with anger, plaguing you 

29 sevenfold for your sins, till you must needs 
eat the flesh of your own sons and daugh- 

30 ters. I will destroy your hill-shrines, break 
your idols, and where your idols have 
fallen, you too will fall. Such will be my 

31 loathing for you that I will turn your cities 
into a wilderness, and your holy places into 
a desert; the fragrance of your sacrifices 

32 will be acceptable to me no more. I will 
make a havoc of your land, so that your 
very enemies, as they come to dwell there, 

33 will stand aghast. For yourselves, I will 
scatter you wide among the nations, and 
my sword shall be at work on what you 
have left behind you, turning your land 

34 into a desert, your cities into ruins. Then, 
in those days of desolation, your land will 
enjoy a sabbath indeed; while you are far 

35 away, exiled among your enemies, it will 
be at rest, it will repose in a sabbath of 
utter loneliness, that land which was never 
given rest by any sabbath of yours, while 

36 you dwelt there. Those of you who are left 
will be faint-hearted in the lands of your 
enemies, ready to take flight at the fall of 
a leaf, as if it were a sword threatening 
them, prostrate before ever their foes 

37 attack, stumbling over one another as if 
routed in battle, so little heart will be left 
among you to withstand your enemies. 

38 You will be lost among the Gentiles, swal- 

39 lowed up by a hostile country. Those few 
who live on will live on to pine away, still 
unpardoned, exiles in a land that hates 


them, in punishment for their sins, punish¬ 
ment for the sins of their fathers. So it 40 
must be, until they confess their sins and 
the sins of those fathers of theirs who re¬ 
belled against me and crossed me. I must 41 
cross them still, condemning them to exile 
in a land that hates them, until those de¬ 
filed hearts learn to be ashamed. 1 

Then they will make atonement for their 
sins, and I will remember my covenant 42 
with Jacob, Isaac, and Abraham, remem¬ 
ber the land which they have left, sunk 43 
now in the enjoyment of its long repose, 
uninhabited because of their sins. They 
will make atonement at last for their sin in 
rejecting my decrees, forgetting my law. 
And it will prove that all the while, even 44 
when they were exiled among their ene¬ 
mies, they were not rejected, they were not 
forgotten altogether; I would not let them 
perish, would not annul my covenant with 
them. No, I am the Lord their God, and 45 
I will bethink me of the covenant I made 
long ago, when I rescued them from Egypt 
under the eyes of the Gentiles, and pro¬ 
claimed myself the God who protects 
them, I, the Lord. 

Such were the decrees and the laws by 
which the Lord bound the sons of Israel 
to himself on mount Sinai, with Moses for 
his spokesman. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses 
giving him this message for the 2 
Israelites: If anyone makes a vow by which 
he promises to God a life that belongs to 
him, he must pay a fixed ransom. A man 3 
between the ages of twenty and sixty must 
pay fifty silver pieces by sanctuary reckon¬ 
ing, and a woman of the same age must pay 4 
thirty. Between the ages of five and twenty, 5 
a boy must pay twenty silver pieces, a girl 
ten. From die age of one month to the age 6 
of five years, five silver pieces will be the 
price for a boy and three for a girl. A man 7 
of sixty or over will pay fifteen pieces, a 
woman of the same age ten. If the maker b 
of the vow is poor, and cannot pay the full 
price, he must present himself before the 
priest, and pay whatever the priest judges 
to be within his means. 

If anyone vows such a beast as is fit to 9 
be immolated in the Lord’s honour, that 
beast is consecrated, and there is no ex- 10 



1 ‘Defiled’; literally, ‘uncircumcised*. 
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changing better for worse, or worse for 
better; if he sacrifices one beast in ex¬ 
change for another, that other is none the 

u less forfeit. If it is some unclean beast, 
which cannot be offered to the Lord in 
sacrifice, it must be brought before the 

12 priest, who will fix its value, according as 
he thinks it to be good or bad of its kind; 

13 and if the worshipper would pay to redeem 
it, he must add on a fifth part to this 
valuation. 

14 If a man vows to consecrate his house to 
the Lord, the priest shall examine it and 
decide its worth. The valuation he makes 

15 shall be the price assigned to it, and if the 
worshipper would redeem it, he must pay 
that price and a fifth besides, to recover 
possession of the house. 

16 If a man vows to consecrate to the Lord 
some piece of land which is part of his 
patrimony, it must be valued according to 
the worth of its yield; if it takes eight 
bushels to seed it, the price fixed will be 

17 fifty silver pieces. If he vows the field in 
the first year of a jubilee period, it must be 

i b estimated at its full worth; but if some 
time has passed, then the priest will count 
up the years still left before the jubilee 
comes, and will lower the price accord- 

19 ingly. And if the worshipper would re¬ 
deem it, he must pay that price and a fifth 

20 besides, to recover the field. If he does not 
wish to redeem it, and it is sold to some 
other, the worshipper has no further op- 

21 portunity of redeeming it; and when 
jubilee time comes round, it will be forfeit 
to the Lord; a consecrated piece of ground 

22 belongs to the priests by right. If the piece 
of land consecrated to the Lord was 
bought, and not part of the worshipper’s 
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ancestral property, then the priest will 23 
reckon its value according to the number 
of years till jubilee time, and the wor¬ 
shipper will pay that sum to the Lord; 
when the jubilee comes, it will go back to 24 
its former owner, who sold it, since it is 
part of his patrimony. Every valuation 25 
must be made by sanctuary reckoning. 
The silver piece is worth twenty pence. 

First-born creatures, which belong to 26 
the Lord already, cannot be the subject of 
a vow or a consecration; ox or sheep, it 
belongs to the Lord by right. But if it is 27 
the first-born of some unclean animal, 
thou, the priest, shalt put a value on it; if 
the worshipper would redeem it, let him 
pay that price and a fifth besides, if not, let 
it be sold at the price thou hast reckoned. 

What is forfeit to the Lord, whether 28 
man or beast or piece of ground, can nei¬ 
ther be sold nor be redeemed; once forfeit, 
it is set apart for holy uses, consecrated to 
the Lord. 1 No human life that is forfeit 29 
can be redeemed; death is the only way. 

The tenth part of what the land yields, 30 
whether grain crop or fruit from the trees, 
belongs to the Lord, and is consecrated to 
him; 5 *anyone would redeem his tithe, he 31 
must pay a fifth part besides. There will be 32 
tithes, too, of oxen and sheep and goats; 
every tenth beast, as they pass under the 
herdsman’s rod, must be consecrated to 
the Lord. No choice must be made of 33 
good or bad, and there must be no ex¬ 
changing one beast for another. If any 
exchange is made, both beasts are forfeit 
to the Lord, and there is no redemption. 

Such are the commands the Lord gave 34 
Moses on mount Sinai, to be proclaimed 
to the sons of Israel. 


1 The word ‘forfeit’ is elsewhere used of persons or things placed under a public ban (cf. Num. 21. 2-3), 
and the same custom may be alluded to here. But the bearing of verses 28 and 29 is obscure. 
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I N the second year after the escape from 
Egypt, on the first day of the second 
month, the Lord spoke to Moses in the 
tabernacle which attested his cove¬ 
nant, there in the desert of Sinai, giving 
3 him this message: Register the whole peo¬ 
ple of Israel by their dans md their house¬ 
holds 1 and their several names, all that are 
3 of the male sex, of twenty years or more. 

Count up, thou and Aaron, the warriors of 
4 Israel by their companies; and from each 
tribe you shall have one man to help you, 
the head of a household and of a clan, 
s These are their names; Elisur son of Se- 
6 deur for Ruben, Salamiel son of Surisaddai 
? for Simeon, Nahasson son of Aminadah 
8 for Juda, Nathanael son of Suar for Is- 
9 sachar, Eliab son of Helon for Zabulon; 
io and among the descendants of Joseph, 
Klisama son of Ammind for Ephraim, arid 
Gamaliel son of Phadassur for Manasses. 
ii For Benjamin, Abidan son of Gedeon; 
is for Dan, Ahiezer son of Ammisaddai; 
13 for Aser, Phegiel son of Ochran; for 
15 Gad, Eliasaph son of Duel; for Nephthali, 
16 Ahira son of F.nan. These were die men 
chosen out of the whole multitude to re¬ 
present their tribes and the leaders 
i 7 of Israel’s host. They were summoned by 
Moses and Aaron in the presence of the 
is whole multitude, assembled there on the 
first day of the second month, and together 
they made a register by dam and house¬ 
holds and famili es and persons, enrolling 
each man who was twenty years old or 
t 9 more. All alike were counted, there in the 
desert of Sinai, as the Lord had bidden 
Moses count them. 

20 Clan and household that came down 
from Ruben, Israel’s first-born, could 
muster warriors of twenty years and more, 
ai forty-six thousand five hundred. Of Si- 
33 meon, fifty-nine thousand three hundred 
34 Of Gad, forty-five thousand six hundred 


and fifty. Of Juda, seventy-four thousand 26 
six hundred. Of Issachar, fifty-four thou- 28 
sand four hundred. Of Zabulon, fifty- 30 
seven thousand four hundred. Among 32 
Joseph’s descendants, of Eph raim , forty 33 
thousand five hundred; of Manasses, 34 
thirty-two thousand two hundred. Of 35 
Benjamin, thirty-five thousand four hun- 37 
dred. Of Dan, sixty-two thousand seven 38 
hundred. Of Aser, forty-one thousand 40 
five hundred. Of Nephthali, fifty-three *2 
thousand four hundred. 1 Such was the 44 
register Moses and Aaron and the twelve 
chiefs of Israel made, household by house¬ 
hold and family by family; so that the 43 
whole muster-roll of warriors in Israel, 
twenty years old or more, by their house¬ 
holds and families, was six hundred and 46 
three thousand five hundred and fifty 
men. 

But no family in the tribe of Levi was 47 
counted in the reckoning; the Lord had 
said to Moses, Do not count the tribe of 49 
Levi, or register them among the sons of 
Israel Give them charge of the tabernacle 53 
that bears record of me, all its appur¬ 
tenances and all that goes with its worship. 

It is they who will carry the tabernacle 
with its appurtenances, they who will at¬ 
tend to the tabernacle and pitch their tents 
about ft. The Levites will take the taber- 51 
nade down when the order is given for 
marching, and set it up when the order is 
given for encamping; no one else must 
come near it, on pain of death. Each Is- 52 
raelite will pitch his tent among the regi¬ 
ment, the company ,5 in which he goes to 
battle; round the tabernacle itself none but 5 3 
the Levites must encamp, or the whole 
people of Israel will incur my displeasure; 
theirs it is to keep watch over the tabernacle 
that bears record of me. Such was the 54 
Lord’s bidding to Moses, and the sons of 
Israel faithfully observed it. 


1 ‘dans’ and ‘households' are frequently mentioned as sub-divisions of the tribe, and the Latin 
version is not always consistent in its choice of equivalents for them. Where confusion might otherwise 
be cau s ed , this translation follows the Hebrew in preference to the Latin. 2 The figures given in 

verses 21-43 816 set out, after the manner of ancient records, with much repetitiveness; the translation 
given here cots out the repetitions, to the passage read mor e easily. } This Hebrew word is 

the as rharr translated ‘banner* in 2. 2. 
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The Israelites are numbered; Positions allotted to the Tribes 


2 And the Lord gave Moses and Aaron 
this command: All the Israelites are 
to encamp in their several companies, 
under banners and emblems of their own, 
by their families, with the tabernacle that 
bears witness of me in the middle. At the 
eastern end the sons of Juda will pitch 
their tents, arranged according to the com¬ 
panies in which they go to war, with 
Nahasson the son of Aminadab at their 
head, the full muster-roll of their warriors, 
seventy-four thousand six hundred strong. 
Next to them, under Nathanael son of 
Suar, Issachar was to encamp, a force of 
fifty-four thousand four hundred fighting 
men. Zabulon was led by Eliab son of 
Helon; there were fifty-seven thousand 
four hundred of them under arms. Thus 
the whole camp of Juda mustered a hun¬ 
dred and eighty-six thousand four hun¬ 
dred men; and their companies were to be 
the vanguard. 

Ruben, under Elisur son of Sedeur, was 
to encamp on the south, with a roll of 
forty-six thousand five hundred warriors; 
next to him the tribe of Simeon under 
Salamiel son of Surisaddai, with a roll of 
fifty-nine thousand three hundred; then 
the tribe of Gad under Eliasaph son of 
Duel, with a roll of forty-five thousand six 
hundred and fifty. And the camp of 
Ruben, reckoning a hundred and fifty-one 
thousand four hundred and fifty men in 
their companies, were to march second. 
Then came the tabernacle, and the com¬ 
panies of Levi had the carrying of it; they 
were to take it down in the same way as 
they had set it up, and march with due 
place and rank assigned to them. To the 
west, Ephraim would encamp, under Eli- 
sama son of Ammiud, with a roll of forty 
thousand five hundred, and with them the 
tribe of Manasses, under Gamaliel son of 
Phadassur, with a roll of thirty-two thou¬ 
sand two hundred; then the tribe of Ben¬ 
jamin under Abidan son of Gedeon, with 
a roll of thirty-five thousand four hundred. 
The camp of Ephraim, reckoning a hun¬ 
dred and eight thousand one hundred men 
in their companies, were to march third. 
On the north, Dan would encamp under 
Ahiezer son of Ammisaddai, with a roll of 
sixty-two thousand seven hundred; next 


to him the tribe of Aser under Phegiel son 
of Ochran, with a roll of forty-one thou- 28 
sand five hundred; and then the tribe of 29 
Nephthali under Ahira son of Enan, with 30 
a roll of fifty-three thousand four hundred. 
The camp of Dan, with a roll of a hundred 31 
and fifty thousand six hundred men, were 
to march last. Such was the number of the 32 
Israelites, when their whole array was 
marshalled by its families and its com- 
anies, six hundred and three thousand 
ve hundred and fifty strong. But the 33 
Levites, in obedience to the command the 
Lord gave to Moses, were not reckoned 
among the Israelites. And the Israelites 34 
carried out all the Lord’s bidding; in 
marching order they pitched their tents, 
and their marching order was by famili es 
and households . 1 

Aaron and Moses had already sons 
to succeed them at the time when the 
Lord spoke to Moses on Sinai; and these 2 
were the names of Aaron’s sons, Nadab, 
his first-born, then Abiu, Eleazar and 
Ithamar. All these sons of Aaron were 3 
anointed priests, their hands enriched and 
consecrated for priestly duties, but Nadab 4 
and Abiu, who offered unhallowed fire in 
the Lord’s presence, died there in the 
desert of Sinai without issue; it was only 
Eleazar and Ithamar that performed the 
duties of the priesthood now, under the 
eye of Aaron their father. 

And now the Lord gave Moses this 5 
command, Dedicate the tribe of Levi to 6 
me, and bid them wait on the pleasure of 
Aaron, the high priest; doing him service 
and keeping watch, carrying out the duties 7 
that belong to public worship before the 
tabernacle, keeping safe, too, the appur- s 
tenances of the tabernacle, and attending 
to its needs. Thou shalt put the Levites at 9 
the disposal of Aaron and his sons, to 10 
whom the Israelites have assigned them; 
but it is to Aaron and his sons that thou 
wilt entrust the priestiy office. No one else 
must minister there, on pain of death. 
This, too, the Lord said to Moses, Among 11 
all the sons of Israel, I have singled out the 
Levites to be my own, in lieu of those first¬ 
born Israelites that handsel the womb; all 13 
first-born things belong to me. Ever since 


1 Literally, ‘they pitched their tents in companies, and marched by families and households’; but the 
whole sense of the chapter seems to imply tha t the two principles of division were one and the same. 



The Levites counted , and matched in Number against the first-born 
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I smote the first-bom in the land of Egypt, 
I have c laim ed the eldest birth, whether of 
man or of beast, as forfeit; forfeit to me, 
the Lord. 

14 And while they were still in the desert 

is of Sinai, the Lord bade Moses register the 
sons of Levi by their households and their 
families, all of them that were more than 

16 a month old. So Moses made a register, as 

17 the Lord had bidden him; giving the 
names of Levi's sons in their order, Ger- 

ib son, Caath and Merari; then the sons of 

19 Gerson, Lebni and Semei, the sons of 
Caath, Amram, Jessar, Hebron and Oziel 

20 and the sons of Merari, Moholi and Musi. 

21 The two families that came down from 

22 Gerson through Lebni and Semei amount¬ 
ing to seven thousand five hundred males, 

23 above the age of a month; these were to 
encamp behind the tabernacle, to the west, 

24 under Eliasaph the son of Lael. The parts 
of the tabernacle which were to be in their 

26 charge were the tent itself and its canopy, 
and the screen stretched over the doorway 
by which the tabernacle was entered; the 
curtains for the court, and the hanging at 
the entrance to the court, with all that 
belongs to the service of the altar; 1 the 
tabernacle ropes, too, and its appurten¬ 
ances in general. 

27 The race of Caath, comprising the fami¬ 
lies that were named after Amram, Jesaar, 

28 Hebron and Oziel, which counted eight 
thousand six hundred males above a 
month old, were in charge of the sanctuary. 

29 They were to encamp south of it, under 

31 Elisaphan the son of Oziel, and have the 
keeping of the ark, the table, the lamp- 
stand, the altars, the vessels for worship in 
the sanctuary, the veil, and all other such 

32 furniture. These guardians of the sanc¬ 
tuary had the chief of all the Levites at 
their head, Eleazar, son of the high priest 

33 Aaron. The two families of Merari's line, 

34 named after Moholi and Musi, counting 
six thousand two hundred males above a 

35 month old, were to encamp on the north, 

36 under Suriel the son of Abihaiel. They 
were to guard the frames and poles of the 
tabernacle, the posts with their sockets, 

37 and all that went with such an office; the 
posts of the outer court, too, with their 


sockets, the pegs and the ropes. In front 
of the tabernacle, that is, on the east, 
Moses and Aaron were to encamp with 
their sons, keeping guard over the sanc¬ 
tuary in the midst of the Israelite people; 
it was death for any other to come near it. 
The whole strength of the Levites, all the 
families registered at the Lord's command 
by Moses and Aaron, was twenty-two 
thousand males above a month old . 2 

And now the Lord said to Moses, Count 
up all the male first-born in Israel who are 
more than a month old, and find their 
number. I must have a Levite for every 
male in Israel; it is the Lord's due. And 
they must have cattle to match in number 
all the first-born cattle the Israelites pos¬ 
sess. So Moses counted the first-born of 
Israel, as the Lord bade him, and found 
that there were twenty-two thousand two 
hundred and seventy-three such persons. 
And the Lord said to Moses, Set apart the 
Levites to be my own, instead of the first¬ 
born Israelites, and the cattle of the Levites 
to be mine, instead of the first-born cattle; 
it is the Lord’s due. Meanwhile, here are 
two hundred and seventy-three first-born 
who have no Levites to match their num¬ 
ber; for these, ransom must be paid. 
Claim five silver pieces, by sanctuary 
reckoning, for each of them, (the silver 
piece is worth twenty pence), and pay the 
money to Aaron and his sons, as the ran¬ 
som for the first-born who are left over. 
So Moses took ransom for those who were 
left out of the count when the Levites 
stood as ransom for the first-bom sons of 
Israel, a thousand three hundred and 
sixty-five silver pieces by sanctuary reck¬ 
oning; and these he paid over to Aaron and 
his sons as the Lord had bidden him. 

4 Then the Lord bade Moses and 
Aaron register the sons of Caath, 
household by household, family by family, 
apart from the rest of the Levites; men 
between the ages of thirty and fifty, who 
went into the tabernacle to wait and work 
there. The sons of Caath, he said, there in 
the tabernacle, are to have the holiest task 
of all. When the order is given for march¬ 
ing, it is for Aaron and his sons to go in and 


1 According to the Hebrew text, ( the hanging at the entrance to the court which surrounds the tabernacle 
and the altar*. 2 The total here given does not correspond with the figures previously mentioned, 
which must have Buffered from a copyist's error. 
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Duties of the Levites according to their Families 


take down the veil at the sanctuary en¬ 
trance, in which they will wrap up the ark; 
then they will enfold it again in a covering 
of skins dyed violet, and spread a cloth 
over it all of blue, and so they will put the 
poles in to carry it. They will spread an¬ 
other blue cloth over the table, which will 
have its cups and bowls and dishes on it, 
and goblets for pouring out libations, and 
the bread set forth there as always; a red 
cloth over that, and a covering dyed violet, 
and put the poles in. Then, with a blue 
cloth, they will cover the lamp-stand, with 
its lamps, tongs, snuffers, and all the phials 
of oil for feeding the lamps, enfolding all in 
skins dyed violet, and so they will make it 
ready for carrying. Then a blue cloth, and 
a covering of violet skins, for the golden 
altar; and all the appurtenances of sanc¬ 
tuary worship they shall cover up in the 
same way, and make these, too, ready for 
carrying. The brazen altar they will rid of 
its ashes, and wrap it in a purple cloth, 
enclosing with it all the appurtenances 
used for its ceremonies, fire-pans, flesh- 
hooks, forks, pot-hooks and shovels; they 
must wrap up all the appurtenances of this 
altar in a covering of violet skins, and then 
put poles through the rings of the altar 
itself. Then when Aaron and his sons have 
wrapped up the sanctuary and all its ap¬ 
purtenances ready for the march, the sons 
of Caath will enter and carry them away 
in their wrappings; they are not to touch 
the things of the sanctuary, on pain of 
death. Such charge will the sons of Caath 
have over the tabernacle that attests my 
covenant; and Eleazar, son of the high 
priest Aaron, will be in command of them. 
Under his care is the oil for feeding the 
lamps, and the spices for the incense; 
under his care the continual sacrifice, and 
the oil used for anointing, and all that con¬ 
cerns the worship paid in the tabernacle, 
and all the furniture of the sanctuary. This 
warning, too, the Lord gave to Moses and 
Aaron; Would you have the famil y of 
Caath lost to Levi’s tribe? If you value 
their lives, order their doings thus; death 
is the penalty, if they should touch what 
has been set apart for holy uses. Only 
Aaron and his sons may enter; and they 
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will direct what is to be the task of each 
Levite, what burden he is to carry. None 20 
must pry into the secrets of the shrine 
while they are yet uncovered, on pain of 
death. 

Then the Lord bade Moses register the 21 
sons of Gerson, by households and families; 
men between the ages of thirty and fifty, 23 
who went into the tabernacle to work there. 
The task of these sons of Gerson, he told 24 
them, is to carry the curtains of the taber- 25 
nacle, and the second covering that makes 
a roof over the place of covenant, and the 
purple canopy over all, and the screen at 
the entrance of the tabernacle; the hang- 26 
ings, too, of the court, and the screen at 
the entrance of the court, opposite the 
tabernacle. 1 All that belongs to the altar, 
and all the ropes, and the appurtenances 
that go with them, shall be carried by the 27 
family of Gerson, as Aaron and his sons 
shall direct; they will make known what 
burden falls to each. This is the charge 28 
which the sons of Gerson will have over 
the tabernacle which attests my covenant, 
and Ithamar, son of the high priest Aaron, 
will have the disposal of them. The house- 29 
holds and families of Merari’s line must 
also be registered; men between the ages 30 
of thirty and fifty, who go about their work 
in the shrine of the covenant. They have 31 
the charge of carrying the frames and poles 
of the tabernacle, its posts with their 
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aloud and the trumpet of God sounding; vagabonds, encourage the faint-hearted, 
and first of all the dead will rise up, those support the waverers, be patient towards 

16 who died in Christ. Only after that shall all. See to it that nobody repays injury is 
we, who are still left alive, be taken up into with injury; you must aim always at what 
the clouds, be swept away to meet Christ is best, for one another and for all around 

in the air, and they will bear us company, you. 6 Joy be with you always. Never 16 
And so we shall be with the Lord for ever. 4 cease praying. Give thanks upon all occa- 18 

17 Tell one another this for your consolation, sions; this is what God expects of you all 

in Christ Jesus. Do not stifle the utter- 19 

5 There is no need, brethren, to write ances of the Spirit, do not hold prophecy 20 
to you about the times and the seasons in low esteem; and yet you must scrutinize 21 
2 of all this; you are keeping it clearly in it all carefully, ret ainin g only what is good, 

1 It is probable that the Apostle here goes on to another class of sins, those of fraud, but 9ome think 
that he is still discussing the same subject, and has the sin of adultery in mind, 'None of you is to commit 
transgression and to defraud his brother in this matter*. 1 It seems likely from this verse that some 

of the Thessalonians, anticipating the immediate return of Christ, were not only giving away their 
possessions, but ceasing to carry on their ordinary business, for that reason (cf. II Thes9. 3. 12). 'To 
depend on others’; the Greek might also be translated, ‘you will not stand in need of anything’. 

J St Paul uses the word ‘we’ here, not as implying that he or any of those to whom he is writing will 
necessarily be alive to witness the Second Coming; he means by 'we' the living, at any given moment of 
history. 4 This verse gives possibility, though not certainty, to the view that those who are alive at 

the Second Coming will not experience death. J ‘Maintain unity with them’; some Greek manu¬ 

scripts read, ‘among yourselves 1 . * w. 14, 15: These verses arc perhaps particularly directed to 
the authorities of the church, just mentioned. 
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I THessalonIANS Prayer that the Thessalomans may persevere 

22 and rejecting all that has a look of evil about will not fail you. Brethren, pray for us. 25 

23 it. 1 So may the God of peace sanctify you Greet all the brethren with the kiss of 26 

wholly, keep spirit and soul and body un- saints. I adjure you in the Lord’s name to 27 

impaired, to greet the coming of our Lord see that this letter is read out to all our holy 

24 Jesus Christ without reproach. The God brethren. The grace of our Lord Jesus 28 

who called you is true to his promise; he Christ be with you. Amen. 

1 w. 21, 22: These verses probably refer ro the utterances of the prophets in the Thessalanian church 
(cf. I Cor. 14.29), but their sense may be more general. 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE 
OF THE BLESSED APOSTLE PAUL 
TO THE THESSALONIANS 


P aul and Silvanus and Timothy, to 
the church assembled at Thessa- 
lonica in God our Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ; From God, our 
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace 
3 be yours and peace. We owe a constant 
debt of thanksgiving to God, brethren, on 
your behalf; we have good reason for it, 
when your faith thrives so well, and your 
love for one another exceeds all measure; 
4 our own boasting, as we visit the churches 
of God, is of your perseverance and your 
faith amidst all the persecutions and trials 
5 which you have to endure. It will be a 
proof of the just award God makes, when 
he finds you worthy of a place in his king¬ 
dom, the kingdom for which you are pre- 
6 pared to suffer. Or do you doubt that there 
is justice with God, to repay with affliction 
7 those who afflict you, and you, the afflicted, 
with that rest which will be ours too? But 
that is for the day when the Lord Jesus 
appears from heaven, with angels to pro- 
s claim his power; with fire flaming about 
him, as he pours out vengeance on those 
who do not acknowledge God, on those 
who refuse obedience to the gospel of our 
9 Lord Jesus Christ. The presence of the 
Lord, and the majesty of his power, will 
condemn them to eternal punishment, 1 
io when he comes to shew how glorious he is 
in his saints, how marvellously he has 


dealt with all the faithful, that our witness 
should have reached you Gentiles, and 
found belief! Yes, there will be justice 
when that day comes. 1 It is with this in ii 
view that we are always praying for you, 
praying that God may find you worthy of 
your vocation, and ripen by his influence 
all your love of well-doing, all the activity 
of your faith. So may the name of our 12 
Lord Jesus Christ be glorified in you, and 
you glorified in him, through the grace 
given you by our God and by the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

2 But there is one entreaty we would 
make of you, brethren, as you look 
forward to the time when our Lord Jesus 
Christ will come, and gather us in to him¬ 
self. 3 Do not be terrified out of your senses ^ 
all at once, and thrown into confusion, by 
any spiritual utterance, any message or 
letter purporting to come from us, which 
suggests that the day of the Lord is close 
at hand. Do not let anyone find the means 3 
of leading you astray. The apostasy must 
come first; the champion of wickedness 
must appear first, destined to inherit per¬ 
dition. 4 This is the rebel who is to lift up 4 
his head above every divine name, above 
all that men hold in reverence, till at last he 
enthrones himself in God’s temple, and 
proclaims himself as God. 5 Do not you 5 


1 Some commentators would prefer the rendering, * They will be condemned to eternal punishment, far 
from the presence of the Lord, and the majesty of his power’. 2 ‘Yes, there will be justice when that 
day comes’; the text has simply ‘in that day', but it seems clear that these words are meant to resume 
the sense of verses 6 and 7 above (verses 6 to 10 forming a single sentence in the original). 'Our witness 
should have reached you Gentiles, and found belief’; literally, in the Greek, ‘our witness has been 
believed as far as you’. The construction seems to be that of Ac. 8. 40, ‘Philip was found as far as Azotus’, 
meaning that Philip had reached Azotus before he was heard of again. It is difficult to believe that the 
conversion of the Thcssalonians as such can be referred to in this very general context; more probably we 
ought to understand ‘you’ as meaning ‘you Gentiles'; cf. Col. I. 25. 3 ‘As you look torward to’; 

the Latin here has ’in the name of’, the Greek more probably means ‘in connexion with’. 1 There 

has been much speculation, what person or what influence in his own day St Paul is here identifying as 
Antichrist. But it may be observed that he neither expects the Thcssalonians to know, nor claims to 
know himself, anything about the nature of this Rebel who has not yet appeared; all he tells us (in verse 7) 
is that an influence which makes for evil is already at work in the world; and this does not need to be 
particularly identified. s Dan. 11. 36. 
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II THESSALONIANS Antichrist still awaited; Christians not to neglect their Affairs 


remember my telling you of this, before I 

6 left your company? At present there is a 
power (you know what I mean) which 
holds him in check, so that he may not 
shew himself before the time appointed to 

7 him; 1 meanwhile, the conspiracy of revolt 
is already at work; only, he who checks it 
now will be able to check it, until he is 

b removed from the enemy’s path. Then it 
is that the rebel will shew himself; and the 
Lord Jesus will destroy him with the 
breath of his mouth, overwhelming him 

9 with the brightness of his presence. He 
will come, when he comes, with all Satan’s 
influence to aid him; there will be no lack 
of power, of counterfeit signs and won- 

xo ders; and his wickedness will deceive the 
souls that are doomed, to punish them for 
refusing that fellowship in the truth which 
would have saved them. That is why God 
is letting loose among them a deceiving 
influence, so that they give credit to false- 

n hood; he will single out for judgement all 
those who refused credence to the truth, 
and took their pleasure in wrong-doing. 

12 We must always give thanks in your 
name, brethren whom the Lord has so 
favoured. God has picked you out as the 
first-fruits in the harvest of salvation, by 
sanctifying your spirits and convincing 

13 you of his truth; 2 he has called you, 
through our preaching, to attain the glory 

14 of our Lord Jesus Christ. Stand firm, then, 
brethren, and hold by the traditions you 
have learned, in word or in writing, from 

15 us. So may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, 
so may God, our Father, who has shewn 
such love to us, giving us unfailin g comfort 

16 and welcome hope through his grace, en¬ 
courage your hearts, and confirm you in 
every right habit of action and speech. 

3 And now, brethren, let us have your 
prayers, that the word of the Lord 
may run its course triumphantly with us. 


as it does with you; and that we may be * 
preserved from malicious interference; the 
faith does not reach all hearts. 3 But the 3 - 
Lord keeps faith with us; he will strengthen 
you, and keep you from all harm. We are <« 
sure of you in the Lord, sure that you are 
doing and will do as we bid you; may the s- 
Lord direct you where the love of God and 
the patience of Christ shew you the way. 
Only, brethren, we charge you in the name 6 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to have nothing to 
do with any brother who lives a vagabond 
life, contrary to the tradition which we 
handed on; 4 you do not need to be re- 7 
minded how, on our visit, we set you an 
example to be imitated; we were no vaga¬ 
bonds ourselves. We would not even be 1 
indebted to you for our daily bread, we 
earned it in weariness and toil, working 
with our hands, night and day, so as not 
to be a burden to any of you; not that we 9 
are obliged to do so, but as a model for 
your own behaviour; you were to follow 
our example. The charge we gave you on 10 1 
our visit was that the man who refuses to 
work must be left to starve. And now we n 
are told that there are those among you 
who live in idleness, neglecting their own 
business to mind other people’s. We charge ia 
all such, we appeal to them in the Lord | 
Jesus Christ, to earn their bread by going 
on calmly with their work. For yourselves, 13 
brethren, never weary of doing good. If u 
anybody refuses to listen to what we have 
said in our letter, he is to be a marked man; 
avoid his company till he is ashamed of 
himself, correcting him like a brother, not is * j 
treating him as an enemy. And may the ifi 
Lord of peace grant you peace everywhere 
and at all times; the Lord be with you all. 
Here is Paul’s greeting in his own hand; 17 
the signature which is to be found in all 
my letters; this is my handwriting. The in 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all, Amen. 


1 The power which holds evil in check and defers the appearance of Antichrist may be a human in¬ 
fluence, or perhaps that of St Michael or some other angel (cf. Dan. io. 13, 21). 2 ‘Picked you out 

89 the first-fruits in the harvest of salvation’; some Greek manuscripts have * chosen you out for salvation 
from the beginning’. 3 ‘The faith does not reach all hearts'; or possibly, ‘faith is not to be found 

in all hearts \ 4 ‘ Vagabond ’; literally, * disorderly', but the context shews that the Apostle is referring 

to those who would not work—probably because they were expecting the Second Coming of our Lord 
to take place immediately; see I Thess, 5. 14, and p. 213, note 2. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED 
APOSTLE PAUL TO TIMOTHY 


P aul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by 
the appointment of God our Sa¬ 
viour, and of Jesus Christ who is our 
hope, to Timothy, my own son in 
the faith; Grace be thine, and mercy, and 
peace, from God the Father and from our 
3 Lord Jesus Christ, as thou fulfillest the 
charge I gave thee, when I passed on into 
Macedonia, to stay behind at Ephesus. 
There were some who needed to be warned 
4 against teaching strange doctrines, against 
occupying their minds with legends and 
interminable pedigrees, which breed con¬ 
troversy, instead of building up God’s 
j house, as the faith does . 1 The end at which 
our warning aims is charity, based on 
purity of heart, on a good conscience and 
6 a sincere faith. There are some who have 
missed this mark, branching off into vain 
7 speculations; who now claim to be ex¬ 
pounding the law, without understanding 
the meaning of their own words, or the 
subject on which they pronounce so posi- 
s tively. The law? It is an excellent thing, 
9 where it is applied legitimately; but it must 
be remembered that the law is not meant 
for those who live innocent lives. It is 
meant for the lawless and the refractory; 
for the godless and the sinner, the unholy 
and the profane; for those who lay violent 
hands on father or mother, for murderers, 
io for those who commit fornication or sin 
against nature, the slave-dealer, the liar, 
the perjurer. All this and much else is the 
n very opposite of the sound doctrine con¬ 
tained in the gospel I have been entrusted 
with, that tells us of the blessed God and 
12 his glory . 1 How I thank our Lord Christ 
Jesus, the source of all my strength, for 


shewing confidence in me by appointing 
me his minister, me, a blasphemer till then, 13 
a persecutor, a man of violence, author of 
outrage, and yet he had mercy on me, be¬ 
cause I was acting in the ignorance of 
unbelief. The grace of the Lord came upon 14 
me in a full tide of faith and love, the love 
that is in Christ Jesus. How true is that 15 
saying, and what a welcome it deserves, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners. I was the worst of all, and yet 
I was pardoned, so that in me first of all 16 
Christ Jesus might give the extreme ex¬ 
ample of his patience; I was to be the 
pattern of all those who will ever believe in 
him, to win eternal life. Honour and glory 17 
through endless ages to the king of all the 
ages, die immortal, the invisible, who alone 
is God, Amen. This charge, then, I give 18 
into thy hands, my son Timothy, remem¬ 
bering how prophecy singled thee out, long 
ago. Serve, as it bade thee, in this honour¬ 
able warfare, with faith and a good con- 19 
science to aid thee. Some, through refusing 
this duty, have made shipwreck of the 
faith; among them, Hymenaeus and Alex- 20 
ander, whom I have made over to Satan, 
till they are cured of their blasphemy . 3 

2 This, first of all, I ask; that petition, 
prayer, entreaty and thanksgiving 
should be offered for all mankind, es- 2 
pecially for kings and others in high sta¬ 
tion, so that we can live a calm and tranquil 
life, as dutifully and decently as we may . 4 
Such prayer is our duty, it is what God, our 3 
Saviour, expects of us, since it is his will 4 
that all men should be saved, and be led to 
recognize the truth; there is only one God, 5 


1 The teaching here referred to may, like that prevalent at Colossae, have been akin to the Gnostic 
heresy. The Gnostics maintained that the creator of the materiai universe was the last in a long line of 
angelic beings; and some think that these hierarchies of angels are the ‘genealogies' here alluded to. But 
it is more commonly held that St Paul is thinking of Jewish speculations, which grafted legends and 
spurious pedigrees on to the narrative of the Old Testament. 2 vv. 7-11 : These verses suggest that 

the false teachers at Ephesus concerned themselves with legalistic expositions of the Ten Commandments; 
Christians ought to live by die law of charity. 3 The reference would seem to be to some not irre¬ 
vocable form of excomraunicadon; cf. I Cor. 5. 5. 4 'Decently’; in the Greek 'with dignity’, in the 

Latin ‘with holiness’ (or perhaps ‘chastity’). 
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I TIMOTHY The Position of Women; Qualifications of Aspirants to the Ministry 


and only one mediator between God and 
men, Jesus Christ, who is a man, like them, 

6 and gave himself as a ransom for them all. 
At the appointed time, he bore his witness, 

7 and of that witness I am the chosen herald, 
sent as ah apostle (I make no false claims, 
I am only recalling the truth) to be a true 
and faithful teacher of the Gentiles . 1 

8 It is my wish that prayer should every¬ 
where be offered by the men; they are to 
lift up hands that are sanctified, free from 

9 all anger and dispute. 2 So, too, with the 
women; they are to dress themselves mo¬ 
destly and with restraint in befitting attire; 
no plaited hair, no gold ornaments, or 

i o pearls, or rich clothes; a virtuous life is the 

best adornment for women who lay claim 

ii to piety. Women are to keep silence, and 
take their place, with all submissiveness, as 

12 learners; a woman shall have no leave from 
me to teach, and issue commands to her 

13 husband; her part is to be silent. It was 
Adam that was created first, and Eve later, 

14 nor was it Adam that went astray; woman 
was led astray, and was involved in trans- 

15 gression. Yet woman will find her salvation 
in child-bearing, if she will but remain true 
to faith and love and holy living . 3 

3 It is well said, When a man aspires to 
a bishopric, it is no mean employment 
2 that he covets. The man who is to be a 
bishop, then, must be one with whom no 
fault can be found; faithful to one wife, 
sober, discreet, modest, well behaved, hos- 
3 pitable, experienced in teaching, 4 no lover 
of wine or of brawling, courteous, neither 
4 quarrelsome nor grasping. He must be one 


who is a good head to his own famil y., and 
keeps his children in order by w innin g 
then full respect ; 5 if a man has not learned 
how to manage has own household, will he 
know how to govern God’s church? He 
must not be a new convert, or he may be 
carried away by vanity, and incur Satan’s 
doom. He must bear a good character, too, 
in the world’s eyes; or he may fall into 
disrepute, and become a prey to the False 
Accuser . 6 

Deacons, in the same way, must be men 
of decent behaviour, men of their word, 
not given to deep drinking or to money¬ 
getting, keeping true, in all sincerity of 
conscience, to the faith that has been re¬ 
vealed. These, in their turn, must first 
undergo probation, and only be allowed to 
serve as deacons if no charge is brought 
against them. The women-folk, too, should 
be modest, not fond of slanderous talk; 
they must be sober, and in every way 
worthy of trust . 7 The deacon must be 
faithful to one wife, good at looking after 
his own family and household. Those who 
have served well in the diaconate will 
secure for themselves a sure footing, and 
great boldness in proclaiming that faith 
which is founded on Christ Jesus. So 
much I tell thee by letter, although I hope 
to pay thee a visit before long; so that, if I 
am slow in coming, thou mayest be in no 
doubt over the conduct that is expected of 
thee in God’s household. By that I mean 
the Church of the living God, the pillar and 
foundation upon which the truth rests. 

No question of it, it is a great mystery 
we worship. Revelation made in human 


1 w. 1-7: It is possible that the false teachers at Ephesus, if they were Jew9, may have been influenced 
by the unpopularity of Roman rule in Judaea, so as to preach disloyalty to the Empire; perhaps, too, 
they refused to recognize that the gospel was offered to the whole of mankind. 2 St Paul is probably 

teaching here that women are to abstain from offering public prayer, as well as from teaching (in the sense 
of giving instructions at public worship). 3 The Latin here has ‘in the birth of children’; but the 

text as given in the Greek makes it equally possible to follow Theophylact (as several non-Catholic 
commentators do), and translate ‘in the Child-bearing’. Woman, here considered as a single race, has 
been re-established since the fall of Eve by the obedience of the Blessed Virgin, as is commonly recog¬ 
nized by the Church from St Irenaeua onwards. ‘If she will but remain’ is ‘if they will but remain’ 
in the Greek; the plural being substituted for the singular to shew that the statement is made about 
womanhood generally. 4 ‘ Faithful to one wife ’ may mean, but does not necessarily mean, that in 

the discipline of the early Church a re-married widower was ineligible for the episcopate. s ‘By 

winning their full respect’; in the Greek ‘with all dignity’; in the Latin, ‘with all holiness’ (or perhaps 
‘chastity’). 6 w. 1-7: It is possible that St Paul means us to understand these qualifications as 

applying, not only to the episcopal office, but to that of a priest; he does not mention presbyters in this 
chapter. Cf. p. 203, note 1. v. 7: ‘The False Accuser’ is the name given in Greek to the Devil. Here the 
sense would seem to be, that a Christian who was an object of suspicion to those outside the Church 
would bring the Church into discredit, through the scandal which the Devil would attach to his name. 

7 w. 2 and 11: ‘Modest’; in the Greek, ‘ dignifiedin the Latin, ‘holy’ or ‘chaste’, v. 11: ‘The women¬ 
folk’; probably m eanin g the deacon’s wife and household. It may, however, imply that women were 
recognized in the early Church, as they were later, in the character of ‘deaconesses’, sharing in the 
charitable work done by the deacons. Cf. Rom. 16. 1, where Phoebe is said to be a ‘ministrant’ to the 
church at Cenchrae. 
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I TIMOTHY 


Against fantastic Speculations; the Position of Widows 


nature, justification won in the realm of 
the Spirit; a vision seen by angels, a mys¬ 
tery preached to the Gentiles; Christ in 
this world, accepted by faith, Christ, on 
high, taken up into glory . 1 

4 We are expressly told by inspiration 
that, in later days, there will be some 
who abandon the faith, listening to false 
inspirations, and doctrines taught by the 
2 devils. They will be deceived by the pre¬ 
tensions of impostors, whose conscience 
3 is hardened as if by a searing-iron. Such 
teachers bid them abstain from marriage, 
and from certain kinds of food, although 
God has made these for the grateful enjoy¬ 
ment of those whom faith has enabled to 
4 recognize the truth. 2 All is good that God 
has made, nothing is to be rejected; only 
we must be thankful to him when we par- 
5 take of it, then it is hallowed for our use by 
God’s blessing and the prayer which brings 
6 it. 3 Lay down these rules for the brethren, 
and thou wilt shew thyself a true servant of 
Jesus Christ, thriving on the principles of 
that faith whose wholesome doctrine thou 
7 hast followed. Leave foolish nursery tales 
alone, and train thyself, instead, to grow up 
s in holiness . 4 Training of the body avails 
but little; holiness is all-availing, since it 
promises well both for this life and for the 
9 next; how true is that saying, and what a 
io welcome it deserves ! 5 It is for this that we 
endure toil and reproach , 6 our hope in a 
living God, who is the Saviour of man¬ 
kind, and above all of those who believe 
in him. 

11 Such is the charge, such is the doctrine 


thou art to deliver. Do not let anyone 12 
think the less of thee for thy youthfulness; 
make thyself a model of speech and be¬ 
haviour for the faithful, all love, all faith, 
all purity. Reading, preaching, instruc- 13 
tion, let these be thy constant care while I 
am absent. A special grace has been en- 14 
trusted to thee; prophecy awarded it, and 
the imposition of the presbyters’ hands 
went with it; do not let it suffer from neg¬ 
lect. 7 Let this be thy study, these thy em- 15 
ployments, so that all may see how well 
thou doest. Two things claim thy atten- 16 
tion, thyself and the teaching of the faith; 
spend thy care on them; so wilt thou and 
those who listen to thee achieve salvation. 8 * 

Instead of finding fault, appeal to an 
older man as if he were thy father, to 
younger men as thy brothers, to the older 2 
women, as mothers, to the younger (but 
with all modesty) as sisters. Give widows 3 
their due, if that name really belongs to 
them ;9 if a widowed woman is left with 4 
children or grandchildren, she must be 
warned that their own flesh and blood has 
the first claim on their piety. They must 
make due returns to those who gave them 
birth; that is what God asks of them. 10 The 5 
woman who is indeed a widow, bereft of 
all help, will put her trust in God, and 
spend her time, night and day, upon the 
prayers and petitions that belong to her 
state; one who lives in luxury would be 6 
alive and dead both at once. 11 Warn them 7 
of this, top, or they will bring themselves 
into disrepute; the man who makes no s 
provision for those nearest him, above all 


1 This sentence would seem to be connected with what follows, rather than with what goes before. 
Some think that St Paul is quoting from an early Christian hymn; cf. Eph. v. 14. The sentence is perhaps 
best divided into three paradoxes: Christ manifested to the world in his humanity, yet redeeming us 
through the dignity of his Divine Person; the Resurrection, a sight only witnessed by angels, yet published 
throughout the world; Christ still making his power felt here below, through the faith of his Church, 
although he has ascended into heaven. 2 ‘Certain kinds of food’; either those prohibited by the 

Jewish law, as in Rom. 14, or some others (perhaps flesh-meat generally) prohibited by innovating 

teachers at Ephesus, in the spirit of the later Gnostics. 3 ‘God’s blessing*; literally ‘God’s word’, 

which some understand here as meaning ‘the words of Scripture*; it is doubtful whether St Paul ever 
uses the phrase in that sense. 4 For‘foolish’ the Greek has ‘profane’; it is not clear in what sense. 

5 Some commentators think the saying consists of the words given in verse 10. 6 ‘ Reproach ’; many 

Greek manuscripts read ‘struggle*. 7 St Paul says that the grace was given to St Timothy ‘through 

prophecy’, presumably in the sense that the prophets pointed him out as a suitable person to be made 
a presbyter, or a bishop (cf. 1. 18 above, and Ac. 13. 2). It was, perhaps, through this influence that 
he was chosen in spite of his youth, on which this chapter seems to lay special emphasis. 8 * Spend 

thy care on them’; that is, upon thyself and upon the preaching of the faith, as is indicated by the words 
which follow. g ‘Their due’, including their maintenance by public alms, according to the custom 

of the early Church (cf. Ac. 6. 1). In Heb., the verb ‘to honour sometimes has the sense of mone¬ 
tary payment (cf. Ecclus. 38. 1, and p. 16, note2). ,0 ‘She must be warned’; the Greek manuscripts, 

and many of the Latin, have ‘ they must be warned*. This seems the more probable reading, in view of 
verse 7. ' 1 * Would be alive and dead both at once ’; literally * is dead while she still lives ’. The sense 

appears to be, that she must not attempt to live a worldly life and claim, at the same time, the privileges of 
widowhood. 
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I timothy More on Widows; worthy & unworthy Presbyters; Slaves & Masters 


his own family, has contradicted the teach¬ 
ing of the faith, and indeed does worse than 
9 the unbelievers do. If a woman is to be put 
on the list of widows, she must have 
reached, at least, the age of sixty, and have 

10 been faithful to one husband . 1 She must 
have a name for acts of charity; has she 
brought up children? Has she been hos¬ 
pitable? Has she washed the feet of the 
saints? Has she helped those who were in 
affliction? Has she attached herself to 

11 every charitable cause? Have nothing to 
do with younger widows; they will live at 
their ease at Chrises expense, and then be 

12 for marrying again , 2 thus incurring the 
guilt of breaking the promise they have 

13 made. Meanwhile, they learn habits of 
idleness as they go from house to house; 
nor are they merely idle, they gossip and 
interfere, and say what they have no right 

14 to say. So I would have the younger 
women marry and bear children and have 
households to manage; then they will give 
enmity no handle for speaking ill of us. 

15 Already there are some who have turned 

16 aside, to follow Satan. Meanwhile, if a 
believer has any widows depending on 
him, he should undertake their support, 
leaving the church free to support the 
widows who are really destitute. 

17 Presbyters who have acquitted them¬ 
selves well of their charge should be 
awarded double consideration; those es¬ 
pecially, who bestow their pains on preach- 

18 ing and instruction: 3 there is a passage in 
scripture which tells us not to muzzle the 
ox while it is threshing grain, and the 
labourer has a right to expect his main- 

19 tenance . 4 Do not take cognizance of any 
charge made against a presbyter, unless 

20 there are two witnesses or more. Give a 
public rebuke to those who are living 
amiss, and thus put fear into the rest . 5 

21 I adjure thee in die sight of God and of 
Jesus Christ, and the angels he has chosen, 


to observe these rules without rash judge¬ 
ment, without yielding to partiality. As 
for the imposition of hands, do not bestow 
it inconsiderately, and so share the blame 
for the sins of others. Keep thyself clear 
of fault . 6 (No, do not confine thyself to 
water any longer; take a little wine to re¬ 
lieve thy stomach, and thy frequent attacks 
of illness .) 7 Some men have faults that are 
plain to view, so that they invite question; 
with others, discovery follows upon the 
heels of enquiry; so it is, too, with their 
merits; some are plain to view, and where 
they are not, they cannot long remain 
hidden. 

5 Those who are bound to slavery must 
treat their masters as entitled to all 
respect; otherwise God’s name and our 
doctrine will be ill spoken of. And those 
whose masters belong to the faith must not 
think the less of them, for being their bre¬ 
thren; they should render all the better 
service, when those who benefit by their 
good will are believers, worthy of their 
love. Teach them, and encourage them, so 
to act. Is there some rival teacher, who 
refuses assent to the sound principles 
which are the principles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to the doctrine which accords with 
holiness? Then it is because he is puffed 
up with vanity; knowledge he has none, 
but an itch for speculation and contro¬ 
versy. What comes of it? Only jealousy, 
quarrelling, recriminations and base sus¬ 
picions, all such encounters as must arise 
between men with corrupted minds who 
have lost track of the truth. Religion, they 
think, will provide them with a living. And 
indeed, religion is ample provision for life, 
though no more than a bare sufficiency 
goes with it . 8 Empty-handed we came 
into the world, and empty-handed, beyond 
question, we must leave it; why then, if we 
have food and clothing to last us out, let us 


1 There is the same uncer tain ty here as in 3. 2 above. 2 This verse is ordinarily translated ‘When 

they have begun to grow wanton against Christbut this does not translate the Latin, and is a very doubtful 
rendering of the Greek. St Paul surely means, ‘When they have finished living a luxurious life, upon the 
alms of the Christian community’. 3 ‘Consideration’ here is the same word in Greek as ‘their 

due’ in verse 3 above, and is no doubt used partly in the same signification; cf. the verse which follows. 

4 Deut. 25, 4; see also Mt. 10. 10. s 'To those’, probably meaning ‘to those presbyters’; and the 

direction that they are to be rebuked in public is best understood as meaning ‘ Before the other presbyters ’. 

6 St Timothy is probably warned against ordaining presbyters without due enquiry into their character; 
but it seems that the imposition of hands was also used in remitting ecclesiastical censures, and some 
think this is the meaning here. 7 This sentence interrupts the drift of the passage; probably St Paul 

suddenly remembered a question put to him, and answered it, as it were, in a foot-note. 6 ‘ Though 

no more than a bare sufficiency goes with it*; the Greek might also be translated, *if it goes together 
with contentment’. 
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The Love of Money; a Charge to Timothy; a Warning to the Rich I timothy 


9 be content with that. Those who would be 
rich fall into temptation, the devil’s trap 
for them; all those useless and dangerous 
appetites which sink men into ruin here 

i o and perdition hereafter. The love of money 

is a root from which every kind of evil 
springs, and there are those who have wan¬ 
dered away from the faith by making it 
their ambition, involving themselves in a 
world of sorrows. 1 

ii It is for thee, servant of God, to shun all 
this; to aim at right living, holiness, and 
faith, and love, and endurance, and kind 

12 forbearance. Fight the good fight of faith, 
lay thy grasp on eternal life, that life thou 
wert called to, when thou didst assert the 

13 great claim before so many witnesses. I ad¬ 
jure thee before the God who gives life to 
all things, before Christ Jesus who bore 
witness to that great claim when he stood 

M before Pontius Pilate, to fulfil thy charge 
without stain of reproach until the day 

rj when our Lord Jesus Christ appears. God 
will reveal him in due time, the blessed 


God who alone enjoys dominion; he is 
King of kings, and Lord of lords; to him 
alone immortality belongs, his dwelling is 
in unapproachable light; no human eye 
has seen or can ever see him; to him be 
glory and everlasting empire, Amen. Warn 1 1 
those who are rich in this present world 
not to think highly of themselves, not to 
repose their hopes in the riches that may 
fail us, but in the living God, who bestows 
on us so richly all that we enjoy. Let them 10 
do good, enrich their lives with charitable 
deeds, always ready to give, and to share 
the common burden, laying down a sure 19 
foundation for themselves in time to come, 
so as to have life which is true life within 
their grasp. It is for thee, Timothy, to keep 20 
safe what has been entrusted to thee, 
avoiding these new, intruding forms of 
speech, this quibbling knowledge that is 
knowledge only in name ; 2 there are those 21 
who profess them, and in professing them 
have shot wide of the mark which faith sets 
us. Grace be with thee, Amen. 


1 ‘Involving themselves in’ has rather, in the Greek, the meaning of ‘stabbing themselves with’. 
2 For ‘new’ the best Greek manuscripts have ‘empty’. 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE OF THE 
BLESSED APOSTLE PAUL TO TIMOTHY 


P aul, sent as an apostle of Jesus 
Christ by the will of God, in further¬ 
ance of that promise of life which is 
given us in Christ Jesus, to Ti¬ 
mothy, his well beloved son; Grace and 
mercy and peace from God the Father, and 
3 from Christ Jesus our Lord. It is with 
gratitude to that God, whom I worship 
with a clear conscience in the way my 
fathers taught me, that I make mention of 
thee continually, day and night, in my 
4 prayer. I keep the memory of thy tears, 
and long to see thee again, so as to have my 
fill of joy when I receive fresh proof of thy 
5 sincere faith. That faith dwelt in thy 
grandmother Lois, and in thy mother 
Eunice, before thee; I am fully persuaded 
6 that it dwells in thee too. That is why I 
would remind thee to fan the flame of that 
special grace which God kindled in thee, 
7 when my hands were laid upon thee. The 
spirit he has bestowed on us is not one that 
shrinks from danger; it is a spirit of action, 
8 of love, and of discipline. Do not blush, 
then, for the witness thou bearest to our 
Lord, or for me, who am his prisoner; 
share all the tribulations of the gospel mes- 
9 sage as God gives thee strength. Has he 
not saved us, and called us to a vocation of 
holiness? It was not because of anything 
we had done; we owe it to his own design, 
to the grace lavished on us, long ages ago, 
io in Christ Jesus. Now it has come to light, 
since our Saviour Jesus Christ came to 
enlighten us; now he has annulled death, 
now he has shed abroad the rays of life and 
11 immortality, through that gospel which I 
have been appointed to herald, as an 


aposde and a teacher of the Gentiles. This 
is what I have to suffer as the result; but 
I am not put to the blush. He, to whom 
I have given my confidence, is no stranger 
to me, and I am fully persuaded that he has 
the means to keep my pledge safe, until 
that day comes . 1 

With all the faith and love thou hast in 
Christ Jesus, keep to the pattern of sound 
doctrine thou hast learned from my lips. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit who dwells 
in us, be true to thy high trust. In Asia, as 
thou knowest, all have treated me coldly, 
Phigellus and Hermogenes among them . 2 
May the Lord grant mercy to the house¬ 
hold of Onesiphorus 3 4 * ; often enough he re¬ 
vived my spirits. Instead of being ashamed 
of a prisoner’s acquaintance, he sought me 
out when he was in Rome, and succeeded 
in finding me. The Lord grant that he may 
find mercy with his Lord when that day 
comes; what he did for me in Ephesus I 
have no need to tell thee. 

2 Take strength, my own son, from the 
grace which dwells in Christ Jesus. 
Thou hast learned, from many who can 
witness to it, the doctrine which I hand 
down; give it into the keeping of men thou 
canst trust, men who will know how to 
teach it to others besides themselves . 11 
Then, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus, 
take thy share of hardship. Thou art God’s 
soldier, and the soldier on service, if he 
would please the captain who enlisted him, 
will refuse to be entangled in the business 
of daily life; the athlete will win no crown, 
if he does not observe the rules of the con- 


1 ‘He, to whom I have given my confidence.. .has the means to keep my pledge safe*. The metaphor 
is probably that of a friend to whom we entrust something of value to keep for us during absence. But 
some think that ‘my pledge 1 means 'the pledge God has entrusted to me’, not ‘the pledge I have entrusted 
to God’; in that case, we should have to translate ‘he, in whom I have learned to believe'. 2 We 

cannot tell what was the exact complaint St Paul had against his acquaintances in Asia; perhaps they 
might have been expected to make representations at Rome to secure his release. 3 Onesiphorus 

had probably died since; greetings are sent to his household, but not to himself, in 4. 19 below. 

4 Many commentators would understand ‘Thou hast learned my doctrine in the presence of many 

witnesses’; but such a rendering is not justified either by the Greek or by the Latin. 
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Against unprofitable Questionings y the Rise of Heresy prophesied n TIMOTHY 


6 test; the first share in the harvest goes to 

7 the labourer who has toiled for it. Grasp 
the sense of what I am saying; the Lord 
will give thee quick insight wherever it is 

8 needed. Fix thy mind on Jesus Christ, 
sprung from the race of David, who has 
risen from the dead; that is the gospel I 

9 preach , 1 and in its service I suffer hard¬ 
ship like a criminal, yes, even imprison¬ 
ment ; but there is no imprisoning the word 

io of God. For its sake I am ready to undergo 
anything; for love of the elect, that they, 
like us, may win salvation in Christ Jesus, 

ti and eternal glory with it. It is well said. 
We are to share his life, because we have 

12 shared his death; if we endure, we shall 
reign with him, if we disown him, he in his 

13 turn will disown us. If we play him false, 
he remains true to his word; he cannot 
disown himself. 

14 Bring this back to men’s thoughts, 
pleading with them earnestly in the Lord’s 
name; there must be no wordy disputes, 
such as can only unsetde the minds of 

15 those who are listening. Aim first at win¬ 
ning God’s approval, as a workman who 
does not need to be ashamed of his work, 
one who knows how to handle the claims 

16 of the truth like a master. Keep thy dis¬ 
tance from those who are bringing in a 
fashion of meaningless talk; they will go 

I? far to establish neglect of God, and their 
influence eats in like a cancer. Such are 

is Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have missed 
the true mark, by contending that the re¬ 
surrection has come about already,-to the 

19 overthrow of the faith in some minds. But 
God’s foundation-stone stands firm, and 
this is the legend on it. The Lord acknow¬ 
ledges none but his own; and again, Let 
everyone who names the Lord’s name keep 

20 far from iniquity . 1 A great house, besides 
its plate of gold and silver, contains other 
objects made of wood and earthenware; 

21 those for noble, these for ignoble uses; it is 
by keepmg himself separate from these 
that a man will prove the object of his 
Lord’s regard, hallowed, and serviceable, 
and fit for all honourable employment. 

22 Shun these youthful ardours I speak of; 
aim at right living, faith, and hope, and 


love, and fellowship with all those who call 
on the name of the Lord with a pure heart. 
Leave these foolish, ill-conceived disputes 23 
alone; be very sure, they breed nothing but 
quarrels. A servant of the Lord has no 24 
business with quarrelling; he must be 
kindly towards all men, persuasive and 
tolerant, with a gentle hand for correcting 25 
those who are obstinate in their errors. It 
may be that God will enable them to re¬ 
pent, and acknowledge the truth; so they 26 
will recover their senses, and shake off the 
snare by which the devil, till now, has held 
them prisoners to his will. 3 

3 Be sure of this, that in the world’s last 
age there are perilous times coming. 
Men will be in love with self, in love with 2 
money, boastful, proud, abusive; with¬ 
out reverence for their parents, without 
gratitude, without scruple, without love, 3 
without peace; slanderers, incontinent, 
strangers to pity and to kindness ;treacher- 4 
ous, reckless, full of vain conceit, thinking 
rather of their pleasures than of God. They 5 
will preserve all the outward form of re¬ 
ligion, although they have long been 
strangers to its meaning. From these, too, 
turn away. They count among their num- 6 
ber the men that will make their way into 
house after house, captivating weak women 
whose consciences are burdened by sin; 
women swayed by shifting passions, who 7 
are for ever inquiring, yet never attain to 
recognition of the truth. Moses found 8 
rivals in Jannes and Mambres; just so the 
men I speak of set themselves up in rivalry 
against the truth, men whose minds are 
corrupt, whose faith is counterfeit; yet 9 
they will come to litde, they will soon be 
detected, like those others, in their rash 
folly . 4 

Not such was the schooling, the 10 
guidance, thou hadst from me; in firm 
resolve, m faith, in patience, in love, in 
endurance; all my persecutions and suffer- 11 
ing, such as those which befell me at 
Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra; what per¬ 
secutions I underwent! And yet the Lord 
brought me through them all safely. And 12 
indeed, all those who are resolved to live 


1 Cf. Ac. 13. 23 and 35-37. 2 Cf. Mt. 7. 21-23. 3 The meaning of the Greek is obscure, 

and much disputed; the sense of the Latin is that given here. A vv. 8, 9: Jannes and Mambres (or, 

according to some manuscripts, Jambres) were the names given by Hebrew tradition to the magicians 
who withstood Moses by means of enchantments (Ex. 7. 11) and were finally discomfited (Ex. 9. n). 
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II TIMOTHY On Tradition; Paul's Confidence; he desires Timothy's Presence 


a holy life in Christ Jesus will meet with 

13 persecution; while the rogues and the 
mountebanks go on from bad to worse, at 

14 once impostors and dupes. It is for thee 
to hold fast by the doctrine handed on to 
thee, the charge committed to thee; thou 
knowest well, from whom that tradition 

15 came; thou canst remember the holy 
learning 1 thou hast been taught from child¬ 
hood upwards. This will train thee up for 
salvation, through the faith which rests in 

16 Christ Jesus. Everything in the scripture 
has been divinely inspired, and has its 
uses; to instruct us, to expose our errors, 
to correct our faults, to educate us in holy 

17 living; so God’s servant will become a 
master of his craft, and each noble task 
that comes will find him ready for it. 

4 1 adjure thee in the sight of God, and 
of Jesus Christ, who is to be the judge 
of living and dead, in the name of his 
a co min g, and of his kingdom, preach the 
word, dwelling upon it continually, wel¬ 
come or unwelcome; bring home wrong¬ 
doing, comfort the waverer, rebuke the 
sinner, with all the patience of a teacher. 
3 The time will surely come, when men will 
grow tired of sound doctrine, always itch¬ 
ing to hear something fresh; and so they 
will provide themselves with a continuous 
succession of new teachers, as the whim 
4 takes them, turning a deaf ear to the truth, 
bestowing their attention on fables instead. 
5 It is for thee to be on the watch, to accept 
every hardship, to employ thyself in 
preaching the gospel, and perform every 
duty of thy office, keeping a sober mind. 
6 As for me, my blood already flows in sacri¬ 
fice ; the time has nearly come when I can 
7 go free. I have fought the good fight; 

I have finished the race; I have redeemed 
a my pledge; 2 I look forward to the prize 
that is waiting for me, the prize I have 


earned. The Lord, the judge whose award 
never goes amiss, will grant it to me when 
that day comes; to me, yes, and all those 
who have learned to welcome his ap¬ 
pearing. 

Make haste, and come quickly to me. 
Demas has fallen in love with this present 
world; he has deserted me, and gone to 
Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Ga¬ 
latia, Titus to Dalmatia, and Luke is my 
only companion. Join company with 
Mark, and bring him here with thee; he 
can help me with the exercise of his mi¬ 
nistry now that I have sent Tychicus away 
to Ephesus. When thou comest, bring with 
thee the cloak which I left in Carpus’hands 
at Troas; the books, too, and above all the 
rolls of parchment. I have had much ill 
usage from Alexander, the coppersmith. 
As for what he has done, the Lord will 
judge him for it; 3 only do thou, too, be 
on thy guard against him; he has been a 
great enemy to our preaching. At my first 
trial, no one stood by me; I was deserted 
by everybody; may it be forgiven them. 
But the Lord was at my side; he endowed 
me with strength, so that through me the 
preaching of the gospel might attain its full 
scope, and all the Gentiles might hear it; 
thus I was brought safely out of the jaws of 
the lion. Yes, the Lord has preserved me 
from every assault of evil; he will bring me 
safely into his heavenly kingdom; glory be 
to him through endless ages, Amen. 

My greetings to Prisca and Aquila, and 
to the household of Onesiphorus. Erastus 
has stayed on at Corinth; Trophimus fell 
ill, and I left him behind at Miletus. Make 
haste, and come to me before winter. 
Eubulus and Pudens and Linus and 
Claudia and all the brethren send thee 
their greeting. 4 The Lord Jesus Christ 
be with thy spirit. Grace be with you, 
Amen. 


1 ‘Holy learningincluding, doubtless, the Old Testament scriptures, but not necessarily confined to 
them. 2 ‘I have redeemed my pledge’, or perhaps ‘I have kept the faith*, but the context here 

seems to demand a fresh metaphor: cf. I Tim. 6. 20, II Tim. i. 12. 3 There is no means of deter¬ 
mining whether this is the Alexander mentioned in Ac. 10. 33. * According to Eusebius, this is the 

same Linus who became bishop of Rome after the death of St Peter. 
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THE EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED 
APOSTLE PAUL TO TITUS 


I T is Paul who writes; God’s servant, 
sent out as an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
with the faith of God’s elect for his 
care; they were to acknowledge that 
2 truth which accords with holiness, and fix 
their hopes on eternal life. It has been 
promised to us long ages since by the God 
3 who cannot fail us; and now, in due time, 
he has made his meaning clear to us, 
through the preaching with which God, 
4 our Saviour, has seen fit to entrust me. To 
Titus, my own son in the faith we share, 
grace and peace from God the Father and 
from Christ Jesus our Lord. 

5 If I left thee behind me in Crete, it was 
to put all in order, where order is still 
needed. It is for thee to appoint pres- 
6 byters, as I enjoined, in each city, always 
looking for a man who is beyond reproach, 
faithful to one wife; one whose children 
hold the faith, not accused of reckless 
7 living, not wanting in obedience. A bishop, 
after all, since he is the steward of God’s 
house, must needs be beyond reproach. 
He must not be an obstinate or quarrel¬ 
some man, one who drinks deep, or comes 
a to blows, or is grasping over money. 1 He 
must be hospitable, kindly, discreet, up- 
9 right, unworldly and continent. He must 
hold firmly to the truths which have tradi¬ 
tion for their warrant; able, therefore, to 
encourage sound doctrine, and to shew the 
io wayward their error. There are many re¬ 
bellious spirits abroad, who talk of their 
own fantasies and lead men’s minds astray; 
those especially who hold by circumcision; 
n and they must be silenced. They will bring 
ruin on entire households by false teach¬ 
ing, with an eye to their own base profits. 
12 Why, one of themselves, a spokesman of 


their own, has told us, The men of Crete 
were ever liars, venomous creatures, all 
hungry belly and nothing besides; and that 13 
is a true account of them. Be strict, then, 
in taking them to task, so that they may be 
soundly established in the faith, instead of 
paying attention to these Jewish fables, 
these rules laid down for them by human u 
teachers who will not look steadily at the 
truth. As if anything could be unclean for 15 
those who have clean hearts! But for these 
men, defiled as they are by want of faith, 
everythinjg is unclean; defilement has en¬ 
tered their very thought, their very con¬ 
sciences. They profess recognition of God, 16 
but their practice contradicts it; it is they 
who are abominable, who are disloyal, who 
are ill qualified for the practice of any true 
virtue. 1 

2 Thine is to be a different message, 
with sound doctrine for its rule. 
Teach the older men to be sober, decent, 2 
orderly, soundly established in faith, in 
charity, in patience. The older women, 3 
too, must carry themselves as befits a holy 
calling, not given to slanderous talk or en¬ 
slaved to drunken habits; teaching others 
by their good example. From them the 4 
younger women must learn orderly be¬ 
haviour, how to treat their husbands and 
their children lovingly, how to be discreet, 5 
modest, and sober, busy about the house, 
kindly, submissive to their own husbands; 
the preaching of God’s word must not be 
brought into disrepute. Encourage the 6 
young men, too, to live orderly lives. Let 7 
them find in all thou doest the model of a 
life nobly lived; let them find thee dis¬ 
interested in thy teaching, worthy of their 


1 St Paul seems to assume that the qualifications needed by a bishop are those also needed by a pres¬ 
byter; cf. I Tim. 3. 1-7 and p. 218, notes 4 and 6. 2 w. 14-16: The false teachers in Crete are referred to 

in much the same terms as the false teachers at Ephesus (cf. I Tim. t. 4-u, and p. 217, note 1); in 
Crete, at any rate, they were Jews. They seem to have insisted particularly on the distinction between 
‘clean’ and ‘unclean’ forms of food; thereby (as St Paul points out) denying the beneficent intentions 
of the Creator whom they professed to worship. 
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TITUS 

8 respect, 1 thy doctrine sound beyond all 
cavil; so that our adversaries may blush 
to find that they have no opportunity for 

9 speaking ill of us. Slaves must be sub¬ 
missive to their own masters, so as to 

io content them in every way; no arguing, no 
pilfering; they must give good proof of 
utter fidelity, every action of theirs bring¬ 
ing credit to the teaching which God, our 
xi Saviour, has revealed. The grace of God, 
our Saviour, has dawned on all men alike, 
is schooling us to forgo irreverent thoughts 
and worldly appetites, and to live, in this 
present world, a life of order, of justice, 
is and of holiness. We were to look forward, 
blessed in our hope, to the day when there 
will be a new dawn of glory, the glory of 
the great God, the glory of our Saviour 

14 Jesus Christ; 1 who gave himself for us, to 
ransom us from all our guilt, a people set 
apart for himself, ambitious of noble deeds. 

15 Be this thy message, lending all authority 
to thy encouragement and thy reproof. Let 
no man lightly esteem thee. 

3 Remind them that they have a duty 
of submissive loyalty to governments 
and to those in authority, of readiness to 
undertake any kind of honourable service. 
2 They are not to speak injuriously of any¬ 
one, or pick quarrels; they must be 
considerate, and lose no opportunity of 
shewing courtesy to the world around 
3 them. We, after all, were once like die rest 
of them, reckless, rebellious, the dupes of 
error; enslaved to a strange medley of 
desires and appetites, our lives full of 
meanness and of envy, hateful, and hating 
4 one another. Then the kindness of God, 


Incarnation; final Instructions 

our Saviour, dawned on us, his great love 
for man. He saved us; and it was not 5 
thanks to anything we had done for our 
own justification. In accordance with his 
own merciful design he saved us, with the 
cleansing power which gives us new birth, 
and restores our nature through the Holy 
Spirit, shed on us in abundant measure 6 
through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. So, 7 
justified by his grace, we were to become 
heirs, with the hope of eternal life set be¬ 
fore us. It is well said, and I would have a 
thee dwell on it, that those who have 
learned to trust in God should be at pains 
to find honourable employment. 3 That is 
their duty, and the world will benefit by 
it. But take no part in vain researches into 9 
pedigrees, and controversies that wrangle 
over points of the law; they are useless 
folly. Give a heretic one warning, then a 10 
second, and after that avoid his company; 
his is a perverse nature, thou mayest be 11 
sure, and his fault has been admitted on his 
own confession. 

When I send for thee by Artemas or iz 
Tychicus, make haste and come to meet 
me at Nicopolis; I have decided to spend 
the winter there. Make careful provision ij 
for Zenas, the lawyer, and Apollo on their 
journey; they must not be left wanting for 
anything. It would be well if our brethren m 
would learn to find honourable employ¬ 
ment, so as to meet what necessity de¬ 
mands of them, instead of having nothing 
to contribute. 4 All those who are with 15 
me send their greeting to you. Greet all 
those who are our friends in the common 
faith. The grace of God be with you all. 
Amen. 


God's Goodness shewn in the 


1 ‘Disinterested in thy teaching’; literally, in the Latin, ‘in teaching, in uprightness’, but the Greek 
makes it evident that the two words are part of a single thought. 2 We may, with the Greek Fathers, 

understand St Paul to have written here ‘the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ’; or we 
may, by a slightly less natural interpretation of the Greek, render ‘ the glory of the great God, and of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ’. 3 Here, as in I Tim. 4. 9, it is not certain whether the ‘true saving’ means 

what has gone before, or what immediately follows. ‘Should be at pains to find honourable employ¬ 
ment’; the sense might be ‘should be champions of all that is good’, but verse 14 below points to a more 
restricted interpretation. 4 The meaning probably is, that Christians should earn an honest living 

(cf. II Thess. 3. u), so as to be able to meet extraordinary expenses demanded of the congregation, such 
as those mentioned in the preceding verse. 
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THE EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED 
APOSTLE PAUL TO PHILEMON 


P aul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and 
Timothy, who is their brother, to 
the well beloved Philemon, who 
shares our labours, and to all the 
church that is in his household, to our 
dear sister Appia, Archippus, who fights 
the same ba&e with ourselves, and the 
3 rest; Grace and peace be yours from God, 
our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

4 I give thanks to my God at all times, 
s remembering thee in my prayers; such 
accounts I hear of the love and faith thou 
shewest towards the Lord Jesus and to- 
6 wards all the saints. May thy generosity in 
the faith be made known, when all your 
good actions are recognized in Christ 
7 Jesus. 1 It has been a happiness and a com¬ 
fort to me to hear of thy charity, brother, 
and of the refreshment thou hast brought 
s to the hearts of the saints. And now, 
though I might well make bold in Christ to 
9 prescribe a duty to thee, I prefer to appeal 
to this charity of thine. Who is it that 
writes to thee? Paul, an old man now, and 
in these days the prisoner, too, of Jesus 
io Christ; 2 and I am appealing to thee on 
behalf of Onesimus, the child of my im- 
M prisonment. He did thee an ill service 
once; now, both to thee and to myself, he 
12 can be serviceable, 3 and I am sending him 
back to thee; make him welcome, for my 


heart goes with him. I would sooner have « 
kept him here with me, to attend, as thy 
deputy, on a prisoner of the gospel, but 14 
I would do nothing without thy leave; thy 
generosity should be exercised freely, not 
from lack of choice. Perhaps, after all, the ij 
very purpose of thy losing him for a time 
was that thou mightest have him always by 
thee. Do not think of him any longer as a 16 
slave; he is something more than a slave, 
a well loved brother, to me in a special 
way; much more, then, to thee, now that 
both nature and Christ make him thy own. 

As thou dost value thy fellowship with me, 17 
make him welcome as thou wouldst my¬ 
self; if he has wronged thee, or is in thy 18 
debt, make me answerable for it. Here is a 19 
message in Paul’s own hand; I will make it 
good. Not to remind thee that thou owest 
me a debt already, thy own self. And now, 20 
brother, let me claim thy services; give 
comfort in the Lord to my anxious heart. 

I write to thee counting on thy obedience, 21 
well assured that thou wilt do even more 
than I ask. Be prepared, meanwhile, to 2a 
entertain me; I hope, through your prayers, 
to be restored to you. Greetings to you 13 
from Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in 
Christ Jesus; from Mark, Aristarchus, 24 
Demas and Luke, who share my labours. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with 25 
your spirit. Amen. 


1 This seems to be the sense intended by the Latin; it is, however, based on readings in the Greek 
which have little support. The Greek, rendered Literally, runs: ‘May thy sharing in the faith become 
effective, in the fuller knowledge (or recognition) of all the good that is in us in Christ Jesus’. 2 Some 

think St Paul calls himself, not an old man, but ‘ the ambassador, and now the prisoner too, of Jesus Christ \ 

3 The name Onesimus, in Greek, means ‘profitable’. There is perhaps a further play upon words in 
verse 20 below. 
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THE EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED 
APOSTLE PAUL TO THE HEBREWS 


I n old days, God spoke to our fathers 
in many ways and by many means 1 , 
through the prophets; now at last in 
these times he has spoken to us with 
a Son to speak for him; a Son, whom he 
has appointed to inherit all things, just as 
it was through him that he created this 
3 world of time; a Son, who is the radiance 
of his Father’s splendour, and the full ex¬ 
pression of his being ; 2 all creation depends, 
for its support, on his enabling word. 
Now, making atonement for our sins, he 
has taken his place on high, at the right 
4 hand of God’s majesty, superior to the 
angels in that measure in which the name 
he has inherited is more excellent than 
5 theirs. 3 Did God ever say to one of the 
angels, Thou art my Son, I have begotten 
thee this day? And again, He shall find in 
6 me a Father, and I in him a Son? 4 Why, 
when the time comes for bringing his first¬ 
born into the world anew, then, he says, 
Let all the angels of God worship before 
7 him. 5 What does he say of the angels? He 
will have his angels be like the winds, the 
servants that wait on him like a flame of 
e fire. 6 And what of the Son? Thy throne, 
O God, stands firm for ever and ever; the 
sceptre of thy kingship is a rod that rules 


true. Thou hast been a friend to right, an 9 
enemy to wrong; and God, thy own God, 
has given thee an unction to bring thee 
pride, as none else of thy fellows.? And 10 
elsewhere: Lord, thou hast laid the founda¬ 
tions of the earth at its beginning, and the 
heavens are the work of thy hands. They 1 * 
will perish, but thou wilt remain; they will 
all be like a cloak that grows threadbare, 
and thou wilt lay them aside, like a gar- la¬ 
ment, and exchange them for new; but 
thou art he who never changes, thy years 
will not come to an end. 8 Did he ever say 131 
to one of the angels, Sit on my right hand, 
while I make thy enemies a footstool under 
thy feet? 9 What are they, all of them, but m 
spirits apt for service, whom he sends out 
when the destined heirs of eternal salvation 
have need of them? 

2 More firmly, then, than ever must we 
hold to the truths which have now 
come to our hearing, and run no risk of 
drifting away from them. The old law, * 
which only had angels for its spokesmen, 
was none the less valid; every transgression 
of it, every refusal to listen to it, incurred 
just retribution; and what excuse shall we 3 
have, if we pay no heed to such a message 


1 The Greek perhaps implies that God spoke fragmentarily and under various figures. 1 ‘His 

being’; the word we find in the Greek here is hypostasis, which the Latins translated by ‘substance’, 
while the Greek theologians used it to mean ‘person’. 1 The contrast here instituted between the 

Divine Word and the holy Angels may have some reference to contemporary errors (cf. Col. 2. 18); but its 
immediate purpose is to lead up to the beginning of ch. 2, where the new Covenant instituted by Jesus 
Christ is contrasted with the old Covenant, revealed by angels on mount Sinai (Ac. 7. 5^3, Gal. 3. 19). 

4 Ps. 2. 7; II Kg. 7. 14. 5 Some commentators would render ‘And again, when the time comes for 

bringing his first-born into the world’. But it is doubtful whether either the Greek or the Latin will 

bear this meaning, and the general sense of the Fathers is against it. It is not certain whether ‘anew’ 
contrasts the Incarnation of our Lord with his activity in Creation (cf. verse 2 above), or his Resurrection 
with his Incarnation, or his second Coming with his first. The words at the end of the sentence occur 
in the Septuagint Greek (but not in our present Hebrew text) of Deut. 32. 43, with ‘sons of God’ instead 
of ‘angels'; a similar phrase is found in Ps. 96. 7. 6 Ps. 103. 4. The word here used for ‘winds’ 

may also be translated 'spirits’. Some think that the meaning of the Psalm is ‘who makes the winds (or 
“spirits”) his messengers, and the flame of fire do him service’; but the more generally received inter¬ 
pretation is that given here. 7 w. 8, 9: Ps. 44. 7, 8. The Messiah is there addressed, in the person 

of King Solomon; and some commentators, to avoid die difficulty of the divine title being used in such 
a connexion, would render ‘God is thy throne’, a form of speech which has no parallel elsewhere. Some 
of the Fathers give the rendering, ‘Thy God, O God, has anointed thee’. 8 w. 10-12: Ps. toi. 

26-28. It is not clear why these words should be understood as addressed to the Messiah, unless this was 
suggested by the use of the word ‘Lord’ (in the Septuagint Greek, though not in our present Hebrew text). 
* Ps. 109. 1. 
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HEBREWS 


Jesus Christ identifies himself mth Men as their High Priest 


of salvation as has been given to us? One 
which was delivered in the first instance by 
the Lord himself, and has been guaranteed 
to us by those who heard it from his own 

4 lips? One which God himself has attested 
by signs and portents, manifesting his 
power so variously, and distributing the 
gifts of his Holy Spirit wherever he 
would? 

5 We are speaking of a world that is to 
come; to whom has God entrusted the 

6 ordering of that world? Not to angels. We 
are assured of that, in a passage where the 
writer says, What is man, that thou shouldst 
remember him? What is the son of man, 

7 that thou shouldst care for him? Man, 
whom thou hast made a little lower than 
the angels, whom thou hast crowned with 
glory and honour, setting him in authority 

« over the works of thy hands? Thou hast 
made all things subject at his feet. Ob¬ 
serve, he has subjected all things to him, 
left nothing unsubdued. And what do we 
see now? Not all things subject to him as 

9 yet. 1 But we can see this; we can see one 
who was made a little lower than the angels, 
I mean Jesus, crowned, now, with glory 
and honour because of the death he under¬ 
went; in God’s gracious design he was to 
taste death, and taste it on behalf of all. 2 

10 God is the last end of all things, the first 
beginning of all things; and it befitted his 
majesty that, in summoning all those sons 
of his to glory, he should crown with suf¬ 
fering the life of that Prince who was to 

n lead them into salvation. 3 The Son who 
sanctifies and the sons who are sanctified 
have a common origin, all of them; he is 
not ashamed, then, to own them as his 

12 brethren. I will procl aim thy renown, he 
says, to my brethren; with the church 


around me I will praise thee ; 4 and else- u 
where he says, I will put my trust in him, 
and then, Here stand I, and the children 
God has given me . 5 And since these chil- 14 
dren have a common inheritance of flesh 
and blood, he too shared that inheritance 
with them. By his death he would depose 
the prince of death, that is, the devil ; he 15 
would deliver those multitudes who lived 
all the while as slaves, made over to the fear 
of death. After all, he does not make him- 16 
self the angels’ champion, no sign of that; 
it is the sons of Abraham that he cham¬ 
pions. 6 And so he must needs become 17 
altogether like his brethren; he would be 
a high priest who could feel for us and be 
our true representative before God, to 
make atonement for the sins of the people. 

It is because he himself has been tried by 18 
suffering, that he has power to help us in 
the trials we undergo. 

3 Brethren and saints, you share a 
heavenly calling. Think, now, of Jesus 
as the apostle and the high priest of the 
faith which we profess, and how loyal he 2 
was to the God who had so appointed him; 
just as Moses was loyal in all the manage¬ 
ment of God’s house. 7 In any household, 3 
the first honours are reserved for him who 
founded it; and in that degree, Jesus has a 
prouder title than Moses!® Every house- 4 
hold has its founder, and this household of 
creation was founded by God.? Thus the 5 
loyalty of Moses in the management of all 
God’s house was the loyalty of a servant; 
he only bore witness to what was to be 
revealed later on; whereas Christ’s was the 6 
loyalty of a Son in a household which is his 
own. What is that household? We are, if 
only we will keep unshaken to the end our 


1 w. 6 - 8 : Ps. 8. 5-7. 2 Some interpreters would translate differently: ‘We can see one who was 

made a Little lower than the angels through the death he underwent, crowned, now, with glory and honour’. 
3 'In summoning'; the Latin appears to mean ‘when he had summoned’, but this is probably not 
the sense of the Greek, and indeed it is hard to see how the bestowal of glory on Christians could be 
represented as earlier in time than the Crucifixion. It seems likely, therefore, that the sense intended 
by the Latin, is ‘since he had decided to summon a multitude of his sons to glory’. 4 Ps. 21 . 23. 

1 Is. 8. 17 and 18. ‘And then’ is expressed by the same word as ‘and elsewhere’; but here the Apostle 
seems to be drawing our attention to the connexion of thought between two consecutive verses of Isaias. 
That confidence with which the prophet inspires his own disciples is regarded as the type of that faith 
which our Lord communicates to Christian people. 6 * After all, he does not make himself the angels’ 

champion’; literally, according to the Latin, ‘he does not anywhere take the angels’, which some have 
interpreted as meaning, ‘he does not take upon himself the nature of angels’; but this interpretation does 
not accord well with the Greek. 7 'The God who had so appointed him’; or perhaps, ‘the God 

who had created him’, that is, in his human nature. The reference to Moses is taken from Num. 12. 7. 
9 The Greek may also mean, ‘greater honours are reserved for him who founded the household, than 
for the household itself’, Moses (as being nothing more than man) being himself a part of God’s earthly 
creation, as a steward is of the household which he governs. 9 ‘ This household of creation *; literally 

‘all things’, but it seems clear from the context that creation is here regarded as a household, in which 
Christ rules as the Householder’s Son, cf. 1. 2 above. 
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The unbelieving Israelites never reached their 


confidence, and the hope which is our 
pride. 

7 Come, then, the Holy Spirit says. If you 

e hear his voice speaking to you this day, do 
not harden your hearts, as they were 
hardened once when you provoked me, 
and put me to the test in the wilderness. 

9 Your fathers put me to the test, made trial 

10 of me, and saw what I could do, all those 
forty years. So I became the enemy of that 
generation; These, I said, are ever way¬ 
ward hearts, these have never learned my 

11 lessons. And I took an oath in my anger, 

12 They shall never attain my rest. 1 Take 
care, brethren, that there is no heart among 
you so warped by unbelief as to desert the 

13 living God. Each day, while the word 
To-day has still a meaning, strengthen 
your own resolution, to make sure that 
none of you grows hardened; sin has such 

14 power to cheat us. We have been given a 
share in Christ, but only on condition that 
we keep unshaken to the end the principle 

15 by which we are grounded in him. z That 
is the meaning of the words, If you hear 
his voice speaking to you this day, do not 
harden your hearts, as they were hardened 

16 once when you provoked me; those who 
provoked him were the people (some, 
though not all of them) whom Moses had 

17 rescued from Egypt. 3 Who was it, during 
all those forty years, that incurred his 
enmity? Those who sinned; it was their 
corpses that lay scattered in the wilderness. 

i e To whom did he swear that they should 
never attain his rest? Those who refused 

19 to believe in him. We see, then, the conse¬ 
quences of unbelief; this it was that denied 
them entrance. 

4 The promise, therefore, still holds 
good, that we are to attain God’s rest; 
what we have to be afraid of, is that there 


Resting-place 

may be someone among you who will be 
found to have missed his chance. The pro- a 
mise has been proclaimed to us, just as it 
was to them. The message which came to 
them did them no good, because it was not 
met by belief in what they heard, 4 and this a 
rest is only to be attained by those who, like 
ourselves, have learned to believe; that is 
why he said, I took an oath in my anger, 
They shall never attain my rest. God’s 
rest, from what? From labours which 
were over and done with, as soon as the 
world was founded; 5 in another passage * 
he has said of the sabbath, God rested on 
the seventh day from all his labours; and 5 
yet in this passage he is still saying, They 
shall not attain my rest. It is still left for 6 
some, then, to attain it, and meanwhile, 
those to whom the message first came have 
been excluded by their unbelief. So he 7 
fixes another day. To-day, as he calls it; 
in the person of David, all those long years 
afterwards, he uses the words I have al¬ 
ready quoted, If you hear his voice speak¬ 
ing this day, do not harden your hearts. 
(Josue cannot have brought them their b 
rest, or God would not still be talking of 
a fresh To-day, long afterwards.) You see, 9 
therefore, that God’s people have a sab¬ 
bath of rest still in store for them; to attain 10 
his rest means resting from human labours, 
as God did from divine. 6 

We must strive eagerly, then, to attain 11 
that rest; none of you must fall away into 
the same kind of unbelief. God’s word to 12 
us is something alive, full of energy; it 
can penetrate deeper than any two-edged 
sword, reaching the very division between 
soul and spirit, between joints and mar¬ 
row, quick to distinguish every thought 
and design in our hearts. 7 From him, no 13 
creature can be hidden; everything lies 
bare, everything is brought face to face 


1 w. 7-11: Ps. 94. 8-11: Throughout this passage, the Apostle compares those Christians who lose 
their hope of heaven by losing their faith, with the first generation of Israelites who came out of Egypt, 
since these lost their hope of entering Chanaan through want of faith in God. 2 This seems to be 

the meaning of the Latin; the Greek perhaps means ‘keep unshaken to the end our first confidence’. 

3 The Greek might also mean, ‘Who was it that provoked him? Was it not all those whom Moses 

had rescued from Egypt?’ 4 ‘In what they heard’; the Greek has, ‘In those who heard it’, 

s ‘God’s rest, from what? From labours which were over and done with’; literally, ‘the labours 
having been accomplished’. There has been much dispute over this sentence and the two verses which 
follow; neither their meaning nor their relevance to the context is clear. The translation here given 
assumes that the Apostle’s thought is as follows: God himself rested after the Creation, but did not 
summon any human creatures to share his rest till long afterwards, at the time of the Exodus. That 
summons having been disregarded, it is not wonderful that he should leave another long interval before 
repeating it; this time, at the Incarnation. 6 It is possible to take this sentence differently, as 

referring to Christ; ‘He who has attained to God’s rest has rested from his labours, as God did from his 
own’. But it seems doubtful whether this allusion contributes anything to the argument. 7 ‘God's 

word to us’; some have understood this as meaning ‘God’s Word*, that is, Christ. 
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with him, this God to whom we must give 
our account. 

14 Let us hold fast, then, by the faith we 
profess. We can claim a great high priest, 
and one who has passed right up through 

15 the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God. It is 
not as if our high priest was incapable of 
feeling for us in our humiliations; he has 
been through every trial, fashioned a9 we 

16 are, only sinless. Let us come boldly, then, 
before the throne of grace, to meet with 
mercy, and win that grace which will help 
us in our needs. 

The purpose for which any high priest 
is chosen from among his fellow-men, 
and made a representative of men in their 
dealings with God, is to offer gifts and 

i sacrifices in expiation of their sins. He is 
q ualifi ed for this by being able to feel for 
them when they are ignorant and make 
mistakes, since he, too, is all beset with 

3 h umili ations, and, for that reason, must 
needs present sin-offerings for himself, 

4 just as he does for the people . 1 His voca¬ 
tion comes from God, as Aaron’s did; 
nobody can take on himself such a privilege 

5 as this. So it is with Christ. He did not 
raise himself to the dignity of the high 
priesthood; it was God that raised him to 
it, when he said, Thou art my Son, I have 

6 begonen thee this day , 2 and so, elsewhere, 
Thou art a priest for ever, in the line of 

7 Melchisedech . 3 Christ, during his earthly 
life, offered prayer and entreaty to the God 
who could save him from death, not with¬ 
out a piercing cry, not without tears; yet 
with such piety as won him a hearing . 4 

6 Son of God though he was, he learned 

9 obedience in the school of suffering , 5 and 
now, his full achievement reached, he wins 
eternal salvation for all those who render 


obedience to him. A high priest in the io 
line of Melchisedech, so God has called 
him. 

Of Christ as priest we have much to say, 11 
and it is hard to make ourselves under¬ 
stood in the saying of it, now that you have 
grown so dull of hearing . 6 You should, 12 
after all this time, have been teachers your¬ 
selves, and instead of that you need to be 
taught; taught even the first principles on 
which the oracles of God are based. You 
have gone back to needing milk, instead of 
solid food. Those who have milk for their 13 
diet can give no account of what holiness 
means; how should they? They are only 
infants. Solid food is for the full-jgrown; u 
for those whose faculties are so trained by 
exercise that they can distinguish between 
good and evil. 

6 We must leave on one side then, all 
discussion of our first lessons in 
Christ, and pass on to our full growth; no 
need to lay die foundations all over again, 
the change of heart which turns away from 
lifeless observances, the faith which turns 
towards God,? instructions about the dif- ^ 
ferent kinds of baptism, about the laying 
on of hands, about the resurrection of the 
dead, and our sentence in eternity . 9 Such 3 
will be our plan, if God permits it. We can 4 
do nothing for those who have received, 
once for all, their enlightenment, who have 
tasted the heavenly gift, partaken of the 
Holy Spirit, known, too, God’s word of 5 
comfort, and the powers that belong to a 
future life, and then fallen away. They 6 
cannot attain repentance through a second 
renewal. Would they crucify the Son of 
God a second time, hold him up to 
mockery a second time, for their own 
ends ? 9 No, a piece of ground which has 7 


1 Lev. 4. 3. 2 Ps. 2. 7. J Ps. 109. A The Apostle is no doubt referring to the Agony 

in Gethsemani, and perhaps also to our Lord’s cry from the Cross. Cf. also Jn. 11. 35, <13. i See 

p. 56, note 5. ‘Of Christ as priest’; literally ‘of whom’. Some have understood tnis as referring 

simply to Christ, others as referring to Melchisedech (Gen. 14. 18); but it seems more probable that 
the word ‘whom’ includes the whole content of verse ro. 7 'Lifeless observances’; Literally ‘life¬ 

less works’. This lias often been taken to mean ‘sins'; but it probably refers, both here and in 9. 14 

below, to those actions in conformity with the law of Moses which are unprofitable to us without faith. 

So faith without charity is called ‘lifeless’ by St James (2. 26). 8 ‘Different kinds of baptism*; 

literally ‘baptisms’. It seems likely that the earliest Christian catechists would have had to explain to 
Jewish converts the difference between our Lord’s baptism and that of St John (cf. Ac. 18. 25). 

9 w. 4-6: The Apostle is not dealing here with the remission of our sins by sacramental penance; 
he only tells us that baptism cannot be repeated, and therefore the kind of instruction mentioned in 
verse 2, which was designed for catechumens, would be unsuitable for Jewish Christians, if there are 
such, who have fallen away from the faith after being fully instructed in it. The enlightenment referred 
to in verBe 4 is almost certainly baptism itself (cf. Eph. 5. 14). The ‘heavenly gift’ may well mean the 
Holy Eucharist. What is meant by ‘knowing’ (literally 'tasting') God’s utterance has been much dis¬ 
cussed; it may refer to the Holy Scriptures, or to God’s word as revealed to the prophets, or simply to 
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drunk in, again and again, the showers 
which fell upon it, has God's blessing on 
it, if it yields a crop answering the needs 
s of those who tilled it; if it bears thorns and 
thisdes, it has lost its value; a curse hangs 
over it, and it will feed the bonfire at last. 

9 Beloved, of you we have better confidence, 
which does not stop short of your salva¬ 
tion, even when we speak to you as we are 

10 speaking now. God is not an unjust God, 
that he should forget all you have done, all 
the charity you have shewn in his name, 
you who have ministered, and still mi- 

11 nister, to the needs of his saints. But our 
great longing is, to see you all shewing the 
same eagerness right up to the end, looking 
forward to the fulfilment of your hope; 

12 listless no more, but followers of all those 
whose faith and patience are to bring them 
into possession of the good things pro¬ 
mised them. 

13 Such was Abraham. God made him a 
promise, and then took an oath (an oath by 
himself, since he had no greater name to 

14 swear by), in the words. More and more 
I will bless thee, more and more I will 

15 give thee increase ; 1 whereupon Abraham 
waited patiently, and saw the promise ful- 

16 filled. Men, since they have something 
greater than themselves to swear by, will 
confirm their word by oath, which puts an 

17 end to all controversy; and God, in the 
same way, eager to convince the heirs of the 
promise that his design was irrevocable, 

is pledged himself by an oath. Two irre¬ 
vocable assurances, over which there could 
be no question of God deceiving us, were 
to bring firm confidence to us poor wan¬ 
derers, bidding us cling to the hope we 

19 have in view , 2 the anchorage of our souls. 
Sure and immovable, it reaches that inner 

20 sanctuary beyond the veil , 3 which Jesus 
Christ, our escort, has entered already, a 
high priest, now, eternally with the priest¬ 
hood of Melchisedech. 


7 It was this Melchisedech, king of 
Salem, and priest of the most high 
God, who met Abraham and blessed him 
on his way home, after the defeat of the 
kings ; 4 and to him Abraham gave a tenth 
of his spoils. Observe, in the first place, 
that his name means, the king of justice; 
and further that he is king of Salem, that 
is, of peace. That is all; no name of father 
or mother, no pedigree, no date of birth or 
of death; there he stands, eternally, a 
priest, the true figure of the Son of God . 5 
Consider how great a man was this, to 
whom the patriarch Abraham himself gave 
a tenth pan of his chosen spoil. The de¬ 
scendants of Levi, when the priesthood is 
conferred on them, are allowed by the 
provisions of the law to take tithes from 
God's people, although these, like them¬ 
selves, come from the privileged stock of 
Abraham; after all, they are their brothers; 
here is one who owns no common descent 
with them, taking tithes from Abraham 
himself. He blesses him, too, blesses the 
man to whom the promises have been 
made; and it is beyond all question that 
blessings are only given by what is greater 
in dignity to what is less. In the one case, 
the priests who receive tithe are only 
mortal men; in the other, it is a priest (so 
the record tells us) who lives on. And in¬ 
deed, there is a sense in which we can say 
that Levi, who receives the tithe, paid tithe 
himself with Abraham; as the heir of 
Abraham's body, he was present in the 
person of his ancestor, when he met 
Melchisedech. 

Now, there could be no need for a fresh 
priest to arise, accredited with Melchise¬ 
dech's priesthood, not with Aaron's, if the 
Levitical priesthood had brought fulfil¬ 
ment. And it is on the Levitical priesthood 
that the law given to God’s people is 
founded. When the priesthood is altered, 
the law, necessarily, is altered with it. 


God’s influence on Christian lives. The suggestion in verse 6 is probably that a Christian soul could not 
receive baptism a second time unless Christ were crucified a second time in its behalf; but the meaning 
may be simply, that the soul which falls away from the faith inflicts a fresh Passion, as it were, on our 
Lord himself. 

1 Gen. 22. 16, 17. 2 ‘Wanderers’; this is generally understood as a metaphor taken from those 

who flee for refuge to a stronghold, or to the Cities of Refuge mentioned in Numbers, ch. 35. But the 
allusion to an anchor in the next verse would suggest, rather, the picture of sailors forced by a storm to 
‘flee landwards’ to the nearest possible harbour. 1 For the veil which separated the Holy Place from 
the inner Sanctuary of the Temple, cf. Ex. 26. 33; Ml. 27, 51. 4 Gen. 14. 18. s In the 

narrative of Genesis, Melchisedech appears on the scene very suddenly, without any explanation of 
his parentage or history. It seems to De on this account that the Apostle regards him as a type of 
Christ, whose priesthood did not descend to him by inheritance, and remains with him instead of having 
to be handed on to a successor. 
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13 After all, he to whom the prophecy relates 
belonged to a different tribe, which never 

14 produced a man to stand at the altar; our 
Lord took his origin from Juda, that is 
certain, and Moses in speaking of this 

15 tribe, said nothing about priests. 1 And 
something further becomes evident, when 
a fresh priest arises to fulfil the type of 

16 Melchisedech, 2 appointed, not to obey the 
law, with its outward observances, but in 

17 the power of an unending life; (Thou art 
a priest in the line of Melchisedech, God 

18 says of him, for ever). The old observance 
is abrogated now, powerless as it was to 

19 help us; the law had nothing in it of final 
achievement. Instead, a fuller hope has 
been brought into our lives, enabling us to 

zo come close to God. And this time there is 
a ratification by oath; none was taken when 

21 those other priests were appointed, but the 
new priest is appointed with an oath, when 
God says to him, The Lord has sworn an 
irrevocable oath, Thou art a priest for 

22 ever; all the more solemn, then, is that 
covenant for which Jesus has been given 

23 us as our surety. Of those other priests 
there was a succession, since death denied 

24 them permanence; whereas Jesus con¬ 
tinues for ever, and his priestly office is 

25 unchanging; that is why he can give eternal 
salvation to those who through him make 
their way to God; he lives on still to make 

26 intercession on our behalf. 3 Such was the 
high priest that suited our need, holy and 
guiltless and undefiled, not reckoned 
among us sinners, lifted high above all the 

27 heavens; one who has no need to do as 
those other priests did, offering a twofold 
sacrifice day by day, first for his own sins, 
then for those of the people. What he has 


done he has done once for all; and the 
offering was himself. 4 The law makes high 28 
priests of men, and men are frail; promise 
and oath, now, have superseded the law; 
our high priest, now, is that Son who has 
reached his full achievement for all eternity. 

8 And here we come to the very pith of 
our argument. This high priest of ours 
is one who has taken his seat in heaven, on 
the right hand of that throne where God 
sits in majesty, ministering, now, in the 2 
sanctuary, in that true tabernacle which 
the Lord, not man, has set up. 5 After all, 3 
if it is the very function of a priest to offer 
gift and sacrifice, he too must needs have 
an offering to make . 6 Whereas, if he were 4 
still on earth, he would be no priest at all; 
there are priests already, to offer the gifts 
which the law demands, men who devote 5 
their service to the type and the shadow of 
what has its true being in heaven. (That is 
why Moses, when he was building the 
tabernacle, received the warning, Be sure 
to make everything in accordance with the 
pattern that was shewn to thee on the 
mountain.)? As it is, he has been entrusted 6 
with a more honourable ministry, dis¬ 
penser as he is of a nobler covenant, with 
nobler promises for its sanction. There 1 
would have been no room for this second 
covenant, if there had been no fault to find 
with the first. But God, you see, does find b 
fault; this is what he tells them: Behold, 
says the Lord, a time is coming when I will 
ratify a new covenant with the people of 
Israel, and with the people of Juda. 8 It 9 
will not be like the covenant which I made 
with their fathers, on the day when I took 
them by the hand, to rescue them from 


1 Cf. Deut. 33. 7 and 8. 1 ‘Something further becomes evident’; this is usually translated, ‘It 

is still more evident’, but in that case it is difficult to see what is more evident, or what makes it so. The 
rendering here given assumes that this verse serves to connect verse 12 with verse 18; we have seen that 
the alteration of the priesthood involves an alteration of the law; now we proceed to a further stage in 
the argument—if our new High Priest is wholly unconnected with the Old Law, that means that the Old 
Law has actually been abolished. 3 ‘Eternal salvation’; the Greek has ‘complete salvation’. 

4 Cf. Lev. 16. 17, where, however, the reference is not to a daily sacrifice. But it seems evident that 
the daily sacrifice in the Temple, whether the High Priest performed it inperson or not, did include the 

E riests themselves among the sinners for whom intercession was made. ‘What he has done he has done’; 

terally ‘he did this’, but such a rendering obscures the sense of the passage, since it is clear from the 
content that Jesus as High Priest has no need to make intercession for himself. 5 Some think the 

‘tabernacle’ mentioned here and in 9. n below is our Lord’s human body(cf. Mk. 14. 58; Jn. 2.21); others, 
that it is the Church, either Triumphant (which accords best with q. 11) or Militant (which accords best 
with the use of the word ‘tabernacle’, or ‘tent’, applying as it does to what is temporary and transient, 
as in II Cor. 5. 4). 6 ‘Must needs have an offering to make’; that is, himself, cf. 7. 27 above. 

Probably this is what the Apostle means by the pith of his argument (verse 1 above), viz. that Christ 
has only become our High Priest by dying and triumphing over death. Hence.the reference to ‘if he 
were still on earth’ in the verse which follows, ? Ex. 25. 40, 8 w. 8 and following: Jer. 

3 1 * 3i. 
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Egypt; that they should break my cove¬ 
nant, and I (says the Lord) should abandon 

10 them. No, this is the covenant I will grant 
the people of Israel, the Lord says, when 
that time comes. I will implant my law in 
their innermost thoughts, engrave it in 
their hearts; I will be their God, and they 

11 shall be my people. There will be no need 
for neighbour to teach neighbour, or bro¬ 
ther to teach brother, the knowledge of the 
Lord; all will know me, from the highest 

12 to the lowest. I will pardon their wrong¬ 
doing; I will not remember their sins any 

is more. In speaking of a new covenant, he 
has superannuated the old. And before 
long the superannuated, the antiquated, 
must needs disappear. 

9 The former covenant, to be sure, had 
its own ceremonial observances, its 
2 own earthly sanctuary. There was an outer 
tabernacle, which contained the lamp- 
stand and the table and the loaves set out 
before God; sanctuary was the name given 
3 to this; 1 and then, beyond the second veil, 
4 the inner sanctuary, as it is called, with the 
golden censer, 2 and the ark of the covenant, 
gilded all round. In the ark rested the 
golden urn with the manna in it, Aaron’s 
staff that budded, and the tablets on which 
5 the covenant was inscribed; above were 
the Cherubim, heralds of the divine glory, 
spreading their wings over the throne of 
mercy. We have no time to treat of these 
6 more particularly, 3 but this was the general 
fashion of it. Into the outer tabernacle the 
priests made their way at all times, in the 
7 performance of their duties; into this 
other, only the high priest, once a year, and 
even then not without an offering of blood, 
for the faults which he and the people had 
8 committed unknowingly. The Holy Spirit 
meant us to see that no way of access to the 


true sanctuary lay open to us, as long as the 
former tabernacle maintained its standing. 
And that allegory still holds good at the 
present day; here are gifts and sacrifices 
being offered, which have no power, where 
conscience is concerned, to bring the wor¬ 
shipper to his full growth; they are but 
outward observances, connected with food 
and drink and ceremonial washings on this 
occasion or that, instituted to hold their 
own until better times should come. 
Meanwhile, Christ has taken his place as 
our high priest, to win us blessings that 
still lie in the future. He makes use of a 
greater, a more complete tabernacle, which 
human hands never fashioned; it does not 
belong to this order of creation at all. 4 It is 
his own blood, not the blood of goats and 
calves, that has enabled him to enter, once 
for all, into the sanctuary; the ransom he 
has won lasts for ever. The blood of bulls 
and goats, the ashes of a heifer sprinkled 
over men defiled, have power to hallow 
them for every purpose of outward purifi¬ 
cation; and shall not the blood of Christ, 
who offered himself, through the Holy 
Spirit, as a victim unblemished in God’s 
sight, purify our consciences, and set them 
free from lifeless observances, to serve the 
living God? 5 

Thus, through his intervention, a new 
covenant has been bequeathed to us; a 
death must follow, to atone for all our 
transgressions under the old covenant, and 
then the destined heirs were to obtain, for 
ever, their promised inheritance. Where 
a bequest is concerned, the death of the 
testator must needs play its pan; a will has 
no force while the testator is alive, and only 
comes into force with death. 6 Thus the 
old covenant, too, needed blood for its 
inauguration. When he had finished read¬ 
ing the provisions of the law to the 


1 w. i and 2: ‘Former* and ‘outer* are represented by the same word both in the Greek and in the 
Latin, to contrast (i) the earthly tabernacle with the heavenly and (ii) the outer with the inner court of 
the earthly tabernacle itself. 2 4 Censer * is the meaning of the Latin: the Greek word should probably 

be translated‘altar of incense*. Cf. Ex. 16. 33, Num. 17. io, Deut. io. 2. 3 Ex.25.22. 4 ‘Bless¬ 

ings that still lie in the future’; some Greek manuscripts have ‘blessings already assured*. ‘He makes use 
of a more complete tabernacle*; that is, his own body (Mk. 14. 58; Jn. 2. 21). Others would understand 
this ‘more complete tabernacle’ as referring to the saints in heaven, and would connect this sentence 
with the sentence which follows; Christ has passed through the heaven in which the saints have their 
dwelling, and entered that inner sanctuaiy which is the presence of God himself. s ‘Through the 

Holy Spirit*; the more probable reading in the Greek is, ‘through (his) eternal spirit', that is, his human 
spirit, considered as the vehicle of his divinity (cf. Rom. 1. 3, 4). ‘From lifeless observances'; cf. 
p, 231, note 7. 6 w. 15-17: In Greek, the same word may be used for a covenant between two 

parties, and for the will by which a man disposes of his property. Here the covenant into which God 
entered with his people, whether under the Old or under the New Dispensation, is treated as being also a 
legacy to them. 


234 



HEBREWS 


What was meant by the Use of Blood in Purification 


assembled people, Moses took blood, the 
blood of calves and goats, took water, and 
scarlet-dyed wool, and hyssop, sprinkled 

20 the book itself, and all the people, and said, 
This is the blood of the covenant which 

21 God has prescribed to you . 1 The taber¬ 
nacle, too, and all the requisites of worship 
he sprinkled in the same way with blood; 

21 and the law enjoins that blood shall be used 
in almost every act of purification; unless 
blood is shed, there can be no remission of 

23 sins. And if such purification was needed 
for what was but a representation of the 
heavenly world, the heavenly world itself 

24 will need sacrifices more availing still. The 
sanctuary into which Jesus has entered is 
not one made by human hands, is not some 
adumbration of the truth; he has entered 
heaven itself, where he now appears in 

25 God’s sight on our behalf. Nor does he 
make a repeated offering of himself, as the 
high priest, when he enters the sanctuary, 
makes a yearly offering of the blood that is 

26 not his own. If that were so, he must have 
suffered again and again, ever since the 
world was created; as it is, he has been 
revealed once for all, at the moment when 
history reached its fulfilment, annulling 

27 our sin by his sacrifice. Man’s destiny is 
to die once for all; nothing remains after 

2^ that but judgement; and Christ was 
offered once for all, to drain the cup of 
a world’s sins; when we see him again, 
sin will play its part no longer, he will be 
bringing salvation to those who await his 
coming . 1 

What the law contains is only the 
shadow of those blessings which 
were still to come, not the full expression 
of their reality. The same sacrifices are 
offered year after year without intermis¬ 
sion, and still the worshippers can never 
reach, through the law, their full growth. 

2 If they could, must not the offerings have 
ceased before now? There would be no 
guilt left to reproach the consciences of 
those who come to worship; they would 


have been cleansed once for all. No, what 3 
these offerings bring with them, year by 
year, is only the remembrance of sins; that 4 
sins should be taken away by the blood of 
bulls and goats is impossible. As Christ 5 
comes into the world, he says, No sacrifice, 
no offering was thy demand; thou hast 
endowed me, instead, with a body. Thou 6 
hast not found any pleasure in bumt-sacri- 
fices, in sacrifices for sin. See then, I said, 7 
I am coming to fulfil what is written of me, 
where the book lies unrolled; to do thy 
will, O my God. 3 First he says, Thou didst 8 
not demand victim or offering, the burnt- 
sacrifice, the sacrifice for sin, nor hast thou 
found any pleasure in them; in anything, 
that is, which the law has to offer, and 9 
then:—I said, See, my God, I am coming 
to do thy will. He must clear the ground 
first, so as to build up afterwards. In 10 
accordance with this divine will we have 
been sanctified by an offering made once 
for all, the body of Jesus Christ. One high n 
priest after another must stand there, day 
after day, offering again and again the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away our 
sins; whereas he sits for ever at the right 12 
hand of God, offering for our sins a sacri¬ 
fice that is never repeated. 4 He only waits, 13 
until all his enemies are made a footstool 
under his feet ; 5 by a single offering he has 14 
completed his work, for all time, in those 
whom he sanctifies. And here the Holy 15 
Spirit adds his testimony. He has been 
saying, This is the covenant I will grant 16 
them, the Lord says, when that time 
comes; I will implant my laws in their 
hearts, engrave them in their innermost 
thoughts. And what follows? I will not re- n 
member their sins and their transgressions 
any more. 6 Where they are so remitted, 18 
there is no longer any room for a sin- 
offering. 

Why then, brethren, we can enter the 19 
sanctuary^ with confidence through the 
blood of Christ. He has opened up for us ao 
a new, a living approach, by way of the 
veil, I mean, his mortality . 7 A great priest 21 



1 vv. 19-20: Ek. 24. 6-8. 2 ‘To drain the cup of a world’s sins’; in the Greek, ‘to take a world’s 

sins upon himself’. 3 vv. 5-7: Ps. 39. 7-9; where, however, the Hebrew text differs. Our author 

here follows the Greek Scptuagint, which is less obscure than the Hebrew. * * He sits... at the right 

hand of God, offering for our sins a sacrifice’; in the Greek, ‘ he has taken his seat at the right hand of God 
after offering a sacrifice’. 5 Ps. 109. 2. b vv. 16, 17: Jer. 31. 31-34. 7 ‘By way of the 

veil, I mean, his mortality’; literally, ‘through the veil, that is, his flesh’. Some commentators under¬ 
stand this of our Lord’s human Nature as such; but it is difficult to see how the Sacred Humanity could 
be regarded as in any sense an obstacle which has to be removed, as the 9ense of the passage suggests. 
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On the Danger of Apostasy; Faith oj the early Patriarchs 

is ours, who has dominion over God's Only a brief moment, now, before he who 

22 house. Let us come forward with sincere is coming will be here; he will not linger 

hearts in the full assurance of the faith, our on the way. It is faith that brings life to the 

guilty consciences purified by sprinkling, man whom I accept as justified; if he 

our bodies washed clean in hallowed shrinks back, he shall win no favour with 

2 3 water. 1 Do not let us waver in acknow- me. 5 Not for us to shrink away, and be 

ledging the hope we cherish; we have a lost; it is for us to have faith, and save our 

promise from one who is true to his word, souls. 

24 Let us keep one another in mind, always 

ready with incitements to charity and to 1 1 What is faith? It is that which gives 

25 acts of piety, not abandoning, as some do, JL JL substance to our hopes, which con- 

our common assembly, but encouraging vinces us of things we cannot see. It was 

one another; all the more, as you see the this that brought credit to the men who 

26 great day drawing nearer. If we go on went before us. It is faith that lets us un¬ 
sinning wilfully, when once the full know- demand how the worlds were fashioned 

ledge of the truth has been granted to us, by God's word; how it was from things 

we have no further sacrifice for sin to look unseen that the things we see took their 

27 forward to;* nothing but a terrible ex- origin. It was in faith that Abel offered a 

pectation of judgement, a fire that will sacrifice richerthan Cain's, and was proved 

28 eagerly consume the rebellious. Let a man thereby to be justified, since God recog- 

be convicted by two or three witnesses of nized his offering; through that offering of 

defying the law of Moses, and he dies, his he still speaks in death. 6 When Enoch 

29 without hope of mercy. 3 What of the man was taken away without the experience of 

who has trampled the Son of God under death, when God took him and no more 

foot, who has reckoned the blood of the was seen of him, it was because of his faith; 

covenant, that blood which sanctified him, that is the account we have of him before 

as a thing unclean, mocked at the Spirit he was taken, that he pleased God;? and it 

that brought him grace? Will not he incur is impossible to please God without faith. 

30 a punishment much more severe? It is one Nobody reaches God’s presence until he 

we know well, who has told us, Vengeance has learned to believe that God exists, and 

is for me, I will repay; and again, The that he rewards those who try to find him. 

31 Lord will judge his people. 4 It is a fearful When Noe received a warning about dan- 

thing to fall into the hands of the living gers still unseen, it was faith that made 

God. him take alarm, and build an ark to pre- 

32 Remember those early days, when the serve his family. Thus he proved the whole 

light first came to you, and the hard proba- world wrong, and was left heir to the justi- 

33 tion of suffering you went through. There fication which comes through faith. And 

were times when you yourselves were he to whom the name of Abraham was 

publicly exposed to calumny and persecu- given shewed faith when he left his home, 

tion; there was a time when you took part obediently, for the country which was to 

with those who had the same path to tread, be his inheritance; left it without knowing 

34 You shewed your sympathy with those where his journey would take him. 8 Faith 

who were in bonds; and when you were taught him to live as a stranger in the land 

robbed of your goods you took it cheer- he had been promised for his own, en- 

fully, as men who knew that a higher, a camping there with Isaac and Jacob, heirs 

35 more lasting good was yours. Do not with him of a common hope ; looking for- 

throw away that confidence of yours, with ward all the while to that city which has 

36 its rich hope of reward; you still need en- true foundations, which is God’s design 

durance, if you are to attain the prize God and God’s fashioning. It was faith that 

has promised to those who do his will, enabled Sara, barren till then, to conceive 

1 4 Sprinkling’; that is, with the precious Blood. 2 4 If we go on sinning’; the tense used in the 

Greek shews that the Apostle is referring to obstinate sinners, and in particular, no doubt, to those who 
fall away from the faith. 1 Deut. 17. 6. 4 Deut. 32. 35-36. 5 w. 37, 38: A reminiscence, 

rather than an exact quotation, of Hab. 2. 3-4. 6 Gen. 4. 10. 7 ‘Pleased God'; in the Hebrew, 

‘walked with God’, Gen. 5. 22. 8 Gen. 12. 1; 17. 5. ‘He to whom the name of Abraham was 

given’; the Greek should rather be translated, ‘Abraham, when he was called’. 
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Further Examples of Faith; taken from the Old Testament 


offspring, although she was past the age 
of child-bearing; she believed that God 

12 would be faithful to his word. Here is one 
man, a man for whom life is already over; 
and from him springs a race whose num¬ 
bers rival the stars of heaven, or the un¬ 
counted grains of sand on the sea-shore. 

13 It was faith they lived by, all of them, and 
in faith they died; for them, the promises 
were not fulfilled, but they looked forward 
to them and welcomed them at a distance, 
owning themselves no better than strangers 

14 and exiles on earth. Those who talk so 
make it clear enough, that they have not 

15 found their home. Did they regret the 
country they had left behind? If that were 
all, they could have found opportunities 

16 for going back to it. No, the country of 
their desires is a better, a heavenly country. 
God does not disdain to take his title from 
such names as these; he has a city ready for 
them to dwell in. 1 

17 Abraham shewed faith, when he was put 
to the test, by offering up Isaac. He was 
ready to offer up an only son, this man who 

18 had made the promises his own, and re¬ 
ceived the assurance, It is through Isaac 

19 that thy posterity shall be traced. God, he 
argued, had the power to restore his son 
even from the dead; and indeed, in a hid- 

20 den sense, he did so recover him. 2 It was 
by faith that Isaac, in blessing Jacob and 

21 Esau, foretold what was to come; by faith 
that Jacob, on his death-bed, made re¬ 
verence to the top of Joseph’s staff, as he 

22 blessed his two sons in turn; 3 by faith that 
Joseph, when he, too, came to the end of 
his life, spoke of the Israelites’ escape from 
Egypt, and gave orders for the removal of 

23 his bones. The parents of Moses shewed 
faith, in making light of the king’s edict, 
and hiding their child away for three 
months, when they saw what a fine child 

24 he was. And Moses shewed faith, when he 
grew up, by refusing to pass for the son of 

25 Pharao’s daughter. He preferred ill-usage, 
shared with the people of God, to the brief 

26 enjoyment of sinful pleasures; all the 


wealth of Egypt could not so enrich him 
as the despised lot of God’s anointed; he 
had eyes, you see, for nothing but the 
promised reward. 4 It was in faith that he 27 
left Egypt behind, defying the royal anger, 
made strong as if by the very sight of him 
who is invisible; 5 in faith that he per- 28 
formed the paschal rite, and the sprinkling 
of the blood, to leave Israel untouched by 
the angel that destroyed the first-born; in 29 
faith that they crossed the Red Sea as if it 
had been dry land, whereas the Egyptians, 
when they ventured into it, were drowned. 
Faith pulled down the walls of Jericho, 30 
after seven days spent in marching round 
them; faith saved Rahab, the harlot, from 3* 
sharing the doom of the disobedient, 
because she had given the spies a peaceable 
welcome. 

What need is there to say more? Time 32 
will fail me if I try to go through all the 
history of Gedeon, of Barac, of Samson, of 
Jephte, of David and Samuel and the pro¬ 
phets. Theirs was the faith which subdued 33 
kingdoms, which served the cause of right, 
which made promises come true. They 34 
shut the mouths of lions, they quenched 
raging fire, swords were drawn on them, 
and they escaped. How strong they be¬ 
came, who till then were weak, what 
courage they shewed in battle, how they 
routed invading armies! There were 35 
women, too, who recovered their dead 
children, brought back to life. Others, 
looking forward to a better resurrection 
still, would not purchase their freedom on 
the rack. And others experienced mockery 36 
and scourging, chains, too, and imprison¬ 
ment; they were stoned, they were cut in 37 
pieces, they were tortured, 6 they were put 
to the sword; they wandered about, dressed 
in sheepskins and goatskins, amidst want, 
and distress, and ill-usage; men whom the 38 
world was unworthy to contain, living a 
hunted life in deserts and on mountain¬ 
sides, in rock-fastnesses and caverns un¬ 
derground. One and all gave proof of their 39 
faith, yet they never saw the promise 


1 ‘To take his title’; that is, to be called ‘the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob’. 2 Abraham 

recovered his son from the dead, inasmuch as his life was spared unexpectedly; ‘in a hidden sense’, 
because the sacrifice of Isaac was a type of our Lord's Crucifixion. 3 ‘Made reverence to the top 

of Joseph’s staff’, because the staff was a symbol of the tribe; cf. e.g. Num. i. 49, where 'the tribe of 
Levi’ is literally ‘the staff of Levi’. 4 ‘Of God’s anointed’, probably in the sense that Moses was 

the type of Christ, in being rejected by his people. Ex. 2. 14; but possibly the reference is to the people 
of Israel, cf. Hab. 3.13. 5 * Left Egypt behind ’; that is, at the Exodus. Some of the Fathers under¬ 

stand the phrase of Moses’ flight in Ex. 2. 15; but it is clear that Moses did fear the king’s anger on that 
occasion. ** ‘Tortured’; literally ‘tested’, ‘put to the question’. 
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40 f ulfill ed; for us, God had something 
better in store. We were needed, to make 
the history of their lives complete. 1 

Why then, since we are watched 
from above by such a cloud of wit¬ 
nesses, let us rid ourselves of all that weighs 
us down, of the sinful habit that clings so 
closely, and run, with all endurance, the 

z race for which we are entered. Let us fix 
our eyes on Jesus, the origin and the crown 
of all faith, who, to win his prize of blessed¬ 
ness, endured the cross and made light of 
its shame, Jesus, who now sits on the right 

3 of God’s throne. Take your standard from 
him, from his endurance, from the enmity 
the wicked bore him, and you will not grow 
faint, you will not find your souls un- 

4 manned. Your protest, your battle against 

3 sin, has not yet called for bloodshed; yet 

you have lost sight, already, of those words 
of comfort in which God addresses you as 
his sons; My son, do not undervalue the 
correction which the Lord sends thee, do 
not be unmanned when he reproves thy 

6 faults. It is where he loves that he bestows 
correction; there is no recognition for any 

7 child of his, without chastisement. 1 Be 
patient, then, while correction lasts; God 
is treating you as his children. Was there 
ever a son whom his father did not correct? 

8 No, correction is the common lot of all; 
you must be bastards, not true sons, if you 

9 are left without it. We have known what 
it was to accept correction from earthly 
fathers, and with reverence; shall we not 
submit, far more willingly, to the Father 
of a world of spirits, and draw life from 

10 him? They, after all, only corrected us for 
a short while, at their own caprice; he does 
it for our good, to give us a share in that 

11 holiness which is his. For the time being, 
all correction is painful rather than 
pleasant; but afterwards, when it has done 
its work of discipline, it yields a harvest of 
good dispositions, to our great peace. 

12 Come then, stiffen the sinews of drooping 

13 hand, and flagging knee, and plant your 
footprints in a straight track, so that the 


man who goes lame may not stumble out 
of the path, but regain strength instead. 
Your aim must be peace with all men, and 1. 
that holiness without which no one will 
ever see God. Take good care that none of i : 
you is false to God’s grace, that no poi¬ 
sonous shoot is allowed to spring up, and 
contaminate many of you by its influence. 3 
None of you must be guilty of fornication, u 
none of you earthly-minded, as Esau was, 
when he sold his birthright for a single dish 
of food; 4 afterwards, you may be sure, he v, 
was eager enough to have the blessing 
allotted to him, but no, he was rejected. He 
pleaded for it in tears, but no second 
chance was given him. 5 

What is the scene, now, of your ap- 18 
proach to God? It is no longer a mountain 
that can be discerned by touch; no longer 
burning fire, and whirlwind, and darkness, 
and storm. No trumpet sounds; no utter- m 
ance comes from that voice, which made 
those who listened to it pray that they 
might hear no more (daunted by the com- 2c 
mand, that if even a beast touched the 
mountain it should die by stoning. 6 Moses 21 
said, in terror at the sight, I am overcome 
with fear and trembling.)? The scene of 22 
your approach now is mount Sion, is the 
heavenly Jerusalem, city of the living God; 
here are gathered thousands upon thou¬ 
sands of angels, here is the assembly of 23 
those first-born sons whose names are 
written in heaven, here is God sitting in 
judgement on all men, here are the spirits 
of just men, now made perfect; here is 24 
Jesus, the spokesman of the new covenant, 
and the sprinkling of his blood, which has 
better things to say than Abel’s had. Be- 25 
ware of excusing yourselves from listening 
to him who is speaking to you. There was 
no escape for those others, who tried to 
excuse themselves when God uttered his 
warnings on earth; still less for us, if we 
turn away when he speaks from heaven. 

His voice, even then, made the earth rock; 26 
now, he has announced to us that it shall 
happen again, only once; he will shake 
earth and heaven too. 8 Only once again; 27 



1 The meaning here seems to be, that the Church of the new covenant is the continuation and the ex¬ 

planation of the Jewish Church which went before it, Christians enjoying here and now the blessings to 

which the patriarchs looked forward. 2 vv . 5, 6: Prov. 3. 11 and 12. 3 Deut. 29. 18. 

4 Gen. 27. 34. * ‘No second chance’; literally, ‘no room for repentance*. This seems to have been 

an idiom of Roman law, meaning an opportunity to reconsider one’s decision; in this case, the decision 

of Esau to sell his birthright. 6 vv. 18-20: Ex. 19. 12-19; 20. 18-19. 7 Cf. Deut. 9. 19; 

where, however, a different occasion is referred to. 8 Aggaeus 2. 7. 
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that means that what is shaken, this that are qualified to eat its sacrifices. When n 


created universe, will be removed; only the 
things which cannot be shaken are to stand 

ae firm. The kingdom we have inherited is 
one which cannot be shaken; in gratitude 
for this, let us worship God as he would 
have us worship him, in awe and re- 

39 verence; 1 no doubt of it, our God is a 
consuming fire. 2 

"2 Let brotherly love be firmly estab- 

2 U lished among you; and do not 
forget to shew hospitality; in doing this, 
men have before now entertained angels 

3 unawares. Remember those who are in 
prison, as if you were prisoners too; those 
who endure suffering, since you have mor- 

4 tal bodies of your own. Marriage, in every 
way, must be held in honour, and the 
marriage-bed kept free from stain; over 
fornication and adultery, God will call us 

5 to account. The love of money should not 
dwell in your thoughts; be content with 
what you have. God himself has told us, 
I will never forsake thee, never abandon 

6 thee; 3 so that we can say with confidence, 
The Lord is my champion; I will not be 
afraid of what man can do to me. 4 

7 Do not forget those who have had charge 
of you, and preached God’s word to you; 
contemplate the happy issue of the life they 

e lived, and imitate their faith. 5 What Jesus 
Christ was yesterday, and is to-day, he 

9 remains for ever. 6 Do not be carried aside 
from your course by a maze of new doc¬ 
trines ; what gives true strength to a man’s 
heart is gratitude, not observances in the 
matter of food, which never yet proved 

10 useful to those who followed them . 7 We 
have an altar of our own, and it is not those 
who carry out the worship of the tabernacle 


the high priest takes the blood of beasts 
with him into the sanctuary, as an offering 
for sin, the bodies of those beasts have to 
be burned, away from the camp; and thus it 1 2 
was that Jesus, when he would sanctify the 
people through his own blood, suffered 
beyond the city gate. Let us, too, go out 13 
to him away from the camp, bearing the 
ignominy he bore; 8 we have an everlasting 14 
city, but not here; our goal is the city that 
is one day to be. It is through him, then, 15 
that we must offer to God a continual sacri¬ 
fice of praise, the tribute of lips that give 
thanks to his name. Meanwhile, you must 16 
remember to do good to others and give 
alms; God takes pleasure in such sacrifice 
as this. 

Obey those who have charge of you, and 17 
yield to their will; they are keeping un¬ 
wearied watch over your souls, because 
they know they will have an account to 
give. Make it a grateful task for them: it is 
your own loss if they find it a laborious 
effort. Pray for us; we trust we have a clear 18 
conscience, and the will to be honourable 
in all our dealings. And I make this re- 19 
quest the more earnestly, in the hope of 
being restored to you the sooner. May 20 
God, the author of peace, who has raised 
our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, that 
great shepherd, whose flock was bought 
with the blood of an eternal covenant, 9 
grant you every capacity for good, to do 21 
his will. May he carry out in you the de¬ 
sign he sees best, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom glory belongs throughout all ages, 
Amen. 10 I entreat you, brethren, bear 22 
patiently with all these words of warn¬ 
ing; it is but a brief letter I am sending 
you. 11 You must know that our brother 23 


1 ‘In gratitude for this, let us worship’; this may also mean, ‘We have grace given us, to worship’. 

2 Deut. 4. 24. 3 Deut. 31. 6. 4 Ps. 117. 6. 5 ‘The happy issue of the life they lived’; 

literally, ‘the out-going of their behaviour’. This is usually understood of their deaths (cf. Wis. 2. 17); 

but it seems more likely that the Apostle refers to the results (cf. I Cor. 10. 13) of the holy life lived by 

the earliest Christian missionaries, in the establishment of the faith. 6 This verse seems to point 

forward to what follows; since the Christ we worship is the same in every age, there can be no room for 
new doctrines in the Church. 7 ‘What gives true strength to a man’s heart is gratitude, not 

observances in the matter of food’; literally, ‘it is good that the heart should be made firm with 
thankfulness (or, with grace), not with foods’. There is perhaps a reference to Ps. 103. 15. Some 
commentators would understand the ‘foods’ in question robe the sacrificial meat eaten by the worshipper 
under the Old Covenant. 8 vv. 10-13: These reflections are doubtless meant to console the Jewish 

Christians, in case any of them should regret being cut off from their ancestral worship. The ‘altar’ is 
understood by some commentators of the Holy Sacrifice, by others of the Cross, by others of Christ 
himself. 9 ‘That great shepherd, whose flock was bought with the blood of an eternal covenant’; 

literally, ‘that great shepherd of the flock in the blood of the eternal covenant’. According to some, 
these last seven words should be taken with the main verb, ‘raised from the dead*. 10 Here, as in 

I Pet. 4. 11, it is not clear whether ‘to whom’ refers to ‘God* or to ‘Christ’. 11 It is difficult to 

believe that the Apostle refers to the whole of these thirteen chapters as a short letter. Perhaps we 
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Timothy has been set at liberty; if he 
comes soon, I will bring him with me 
24 when I visit you. Greet all those who are 


A brief Postscript by way of Salutation 

in authority, and all the saints. The 
brethren from Italy send you their greet¬ 
ings . 1 Grace be with you all, Amen. : 


should understand that he is referring only to the immediate context, verses 18 to 25, as his ‘letter’ (in 
the sense that these alone bring a personal message from him), and distinguishing it from the lengthy 
* words of warning*, which have had to be read with patience. 

1 ‘ The brethren from Italy’, as an English phrase, would suggest that the Apostle was not writing from 
Rome. But he may well have been writing from Rome, since the same words, according to classical 
usage, might mean ’the brethren in Italy send their greetings from there’. 


240 



THE UNIVERSAL EPISTLE OF THE 
BLESSED APOSTLE JAMES 


J ames, a servant of God and of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, sends greeting to 
the members of the twelve tribes 
scattered throughout the world. 
2 Consider yourselves happy indeed, my 
brethren, when you encounter trials of 
3 every sort, as men who know well enough 
that the testing of their faith breeds en- 
4 durance. Endurance must do its work 
thoroughly, if you are to be men full-grown 
5 in every part, nothing lacking in you. Is 
there one of you who still lacks wisdom? 
God gives to all, freely and ungrudgingly; 
so let him ask God for it, and the gift will 
6 come. (Only it must be in faith that he 
asks, he must not hesitate; one who hesi¬ 
tates is like a wave out at sea, driven to and 
7 fro by the wind; such a man must not hope 
8 to win any gift from the Lord. No, a man 
who is in two minds will find no rest 
9 wherever he goes.) Is one of the brethren 
in humble circumstances? Let him be 
io proud of it; it exalts him, whereas the rich 
man takes pride in what in truth abases 
him. 1 * (The rich man will pass by like the 
11 bloom on the grass; the sun gets up, and 
the scorching wind with it, which dries up 
the grass, till the bloom on it falls, and all 
its fair show dies away; so the rich man, 
with his enterprises, will disappear.) 

12 Blessed is he who endures under trials. 
When he has proved his worth, he will win 
that crown of life, which God has promised 
13 to those who love him. Nobody, when he 
finds himself tempted, should say, I am 
being tempted by God. God may threaten 
us with evil, but he does not himself tempt 
M anyone. J No, when a man is tempted, it is 
always because he is being drawn away by 
15 the lure of his own passions. When that 


has come about, passion conceives and 
gives birth to sin; and when sin has 
reached its full growth, it breeds death. 
Beloved brethren, do not deceive your- 16 
selves over this. Whatever gifts are worth n 
having, whatever endowments are perfect 
of their kind, these come to us from above; 
they are sent down by the Father of all that 
gives light, with whom there can be no 
change, no swerving from his course; and m 
it was his will to give us birth, through his 
true word, meaning us to be the first-fruits, 
as it were, of all his creation. You know 19 
this, my beloved brethren, well enough. It 
is for us men to be ready listeners, slow to 
speak our minds, slow to take offence; 
man's anger does not bear the fruit that is 20 
acceptable to God. Rid yourselves, then, 21 
of all defilement, of all the ill-will that 
remains in you; be patient, and cherish 
that word implanted in you which can 
bring salvation to your souls. 

Only you must be honest with your- 22 
selves; you are to live by the word, not 
content merely to listen to it. One who 23 
listens to the word without living by it is 
like a man who sees, in a mirror, the face 
he was bom with; 3 he looks at himself, and 24 
away he goes, never giving another thought 
to the man he saw there. Whereas one who 25 
gazes into that perfect law, which is the 
law of freedom, and dwells on the sight of 
it, does not forget its message; he finds 
something to do, and does it, and his doing 
of it wins him a blessing. If anyone de- 26 
ludes himself by thinking he is serving 
God, when he has not learned to control 
his tongue, the service he gives is vain. If 27 
he is to offer service pure and unblemished 
in the sight of God, who is our Father, he 


1 ‘Whereas the rich man takes pride in what in truth abases him’; others would interpret, “Let the 
rich (Christian) take pride in his abasement’, that is, in bearing reproach for the sake of his religion; but 
this does not seem to fit the context so well. J ‘God may threaten us with evil’; this seems to be 

the only possible meaning of the Latin, if the text here is correct. The sense of the Greek is, 'God is un¬ 
versed in evil’, or perhaps ‘is not tempted by evil’; others would render it, ‘does not tempt men to evil*. 

3 ‘ The face he was bom with ’; some understand this as meaning ‘ the face which belongs to his perishable 
body’. 
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JAMES A Warning against Class-consciousness; Faith without Holiness is dead 


must take care of orphans and widows in 
their need, and keep himself untainted by 
the world. 

2 Brethren, you believe that all glory 
belongs to our Lord Jesus Christ; do 
not combine this faith of yours with flattery 
a of human greatness. Suppose that a man 
comes into your place of meeting in fine 
clothes, wearing a gold ring; suppose that 
a poor man comes in at the same time, ill 
3 clad. Will you pay attention to the well- 
dressed man, and bid him take some place 
of honour; will you tell the poor man. 
Stand where thou an, or, Sit on the ground 
4 at my footstool? If so, are you not intro¬ 
ducing divisions into your company ? Have 
you not shewn partiality in your judge- 
5 ment? Listen to me, my dear brethren; 
has not God chosen the men who are poor 
in the world’s eyes to be rich in faith, to be 
heirs of that kingdom which he has pro- 
6 mised to those who love him? And here 
are you putting the poor man to shame. Is 
it not the rich who use their power to op¬ 
press you? Are not they the very men who 
7 drag you into court, the very men who 
speak evil of that honoured name, by which 
8 you are called? True, you do well to ob¬ 
serve, in their regard, the royal law you find 
in the words of scripture. Thou shalt love 
9 thy neighbour as thyself. But if you flatter 
the great, you incur guilt; the law finds you 
io out in a transgression. And the man who 
has failed in one point, though he has kept 
the rest of the law, is liable to all its penal- 
11 ties: he who forbids adultery has forbidden 
murder as well. The murderer, though he 
be no adulterer, has yet transgressed the 
12 law. You must speak and act like men 
already on their trial before a law of ffee- 
13 dom. 1 The merciless will be judged mer¬ 
cilessly; mercy gives its judgement an 
honourable welcome. 2 

u Of what use is it, my brethren, if a man 
claims to have faith, and has no deeds to 
shew for it? Can faith save him then? 
15 Here is a brother, here is a sister, going 
naked, left without the means to secure 
16 their daily food; if one of you says to them. 


Go in peace, warm yourselves and take 
your fill, without providing for their bodily 
needs, of what use is it? Thus faith, if it 
has no deeds to shew for itself, has lost its 
own principle of life. We shall be inclined 
to say to him, Thou hast faith, but I have 
deeds to shew. Shew me this faith of thine 
without any deeds to prove it, and I am 
prepared, by my deeds, to prove my own 
faith. 3 Thou believest that there is only 
one God; that is well enough, but then, so 
do the devils, and the devils shrink from 
him in terror. Rash soul, wouldst thou be 
assured that faith without deeds to shew 
has no life in it? Think of our father 
Abraham; was it not by his deeds that he 
found approval, when he offered his son 
Isaac on the altar? See how his faith con¬ 
spired with deeds done, and through those 
deeds his faith was realized. Thus he con¬ 
firmed the words of scripture, which tell 
us, Abraham put his faith in God, and it 
was reckoned virtue in him, and he earned 
the title of God’s friend. 4 You see, then, 
that it takes deeds as well as faith if a man 
is to be justified. Or again, how did Rahab, 
the harlot, win God’s approval? Was it not 
by her deeds, when she harboured the spies 
and sent them home by a different way? 5 
Body separated from spirit is a dead body, 
and faith separated from good deeds is a 
dead faith. 

3 Do not be too eager, brethren, to 
impart instruction to others; be sure 
that, if we do, we shall be called to account 
all the more strictly. We are betrayed, all 
of us, into many faults; and a man who is 
not betrayed into faults of the tongue must 
be a man perfect at every point, who knows 
how to curb his whole body. Just so we 
can make horses obey us, and turn their 
whole bodies this way and that, by putting 
a curb in their mouths. Or look at ships; 
how huge they are, how boisterous are the 
winds that drive them along! And yet a 
tiny rudder will turn them this way and 
that, as the captain’s purpose will have it. 
Just so, the tongue is a tiny pan of our 
body, and yet what power it can boast! 


1 ‘Men already on their trial'; in the Greek, ‘men who are to be tried’. 2 'Mercy gives its 

judgement an honourable welcome ’; literally, ‘mercy exalts judgement'. This appears to be the sense of 
the Larin text, which is perhaps due to an error of copying. The sense of the Greek is, ‘Mercy can boast 
over (its) judgement’. 3 ‘We shall be inclined to say’; the phrase here used commonly introduces an 

objection, ‘But someone will say’. But such a rendering would not fit the present context. 4 Gen. 
15. 6 . 5 Jos. 2. 1-16. 
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On Sins of the Tongue; on Jealousy; on Worldliness; on Disparagement JAMES 


How small a spark it takes to set fire to a 
vast forest! And that is what the tongue 
is, a fire. Among the organs of our nature, 
the tongue has its place as the proper 
element in which all that is harmful lives. 
It infects the whole body, and sets fire to 
this mortal sphere of ours, catching fire 
itself from hell . 1 Mankind can tame, and 
has long since learned to tame, every kind 
of beast and bird, of creeping things and 
all else ; 1 but no human being has ever 
found out how to tame the tongue; a pest 
that is never allayed, all deadly poison. We 
use it to bless God who is our Father; we 
use it to curse our fellow men, that were 
made in God’s image; blessing and cursing 
come from the same mouth. My brethren, 
there is no reason in this. Does the foun¬ 
tain gush out fresh and salt water from the 
same outlet? What, my brethren, can a 
fig-tree yield olives, or a vine figs? No 
more easily will brackish water yield fresh. 

Does any of you lay claim to wisdom or 
learning? Then let him give proof of his 
quality by setting a good example, living 
peaceably as a wise man should. As long 
as you find bitter jealousy and thoughts of 
rivalry in your hearts, let us have none of 
this boasting that perverts the truth; such 
wisdom as yours does not come from 
above, it belongs to earth and to nature, 
and is fit only for devils. Where there is 
jealousy, where there is rivalry, there you 
will find disorder and every kind of defect. 
Whereas the wisdom which does come 
from above is marked chiefly indeed by its 
purity, but also by its peacefulness; it is 
courteous and ready to be convinced, al¬ 
ways taking the better part; it carries 
mercy with it, and a harvest of all that is 
good; it is uncensorious, and without af¬ 
fectation. Peace is the seed-ground of 
holiness, and those who make peace will 
win its harvest. 

4 What leads to war, what leads to 
quarrelling among you? I will tell you 


what leads to them; the appetites which 
infest your mortal bodies. Your desires go 2 
unfulfilled, so you fall to murdering; you 
set your heart on something, and cannot 
have your will, so there is quarrelling and 
fighting. Why cannot you have your will? 
Because you do not pray for it, or you pray, 3 
and what you ask for is denied you, be¬ 
cause you ask for it with ill intent; you 
would squander it on your appetites. Wan- 4 
tons, have you never been told that the 
world’s friendship means enmity with 
God, and the man who would have the 
world for his friend makes himself God’s 
enemy? Do you think scripture means no- 5 
thing when it tells you that the Spirit 
which dwells in you loves with a jealous 
love ?, 3 No, the grace he gives us is some- 6 
thing better still; and so he tells us, God 
flouts the scornful, and gives the humble 
man his grace . 4 Be God’s true subjects, 7 
then; stand firm against the devil, and he 
will run away from you, come close to s 
God, and he will come close to you. You 
that are sinners must wash your hands 
clean, you that are in two minds must 
purify the intention of your hearts. Bring 9 
yourselves low with mourning and weep¬ 
ing, turn your laughter into sadness, your 
joy into downcast looks; humble your- ro 
selves before the Lord, and he will exalt 
you. 

Brethren, do not disparage one another. 11 
In disparaging one of his brethren, in pass¬ 
ing judgement on him, a man disparages 
the law, passes judgement on the law; and 
in passing judgement on the law thou art 
setting thyself up to be its censor, instead 
of obeying it. There is only one Lawgiver, 12 
only one Judge, he who has power to de¬ 
stroy and to set free. Who art thou, to sit 13 
in judgement on thy neighbour? 

See how you go about saying, To-day, 
or to-morrow, we will make our way to 
such and such a town, spend a year there, 
and make profit by trading, when you have 14 
no means of telling what the morrow will 


1 ‘The proper element in which all that is harmful lives’; literally, ‘iniquity’s world’. Some think that 
these words should be attached to the foregoing sentence. ‘This mortal sphere of ours’; literally, ‘the 
circle of our birth (or, becoming)’; probably the phrase means simply ‘the world’. 2 ‘And all else’; 

in the Greek, ‘and of fishes’. 3 Literally, this verse runs,'Or do you think that the passage in 

scripture means nothing when it says, The Spirit which dwells in you (in the Greek, which God has sent 
to dwell in you) longs after you even to envy?’ The whole phrase cannot be found in the Old Testament; 
the notion that God is a jealous God frequently occurs, e.g. Ex. 20. 5. The Hebrew language does not 
distinguish between envy and jealousy. 4 ‘The grace he gives us is something better still’; literally, 

'He gives a greater grace’, perhaps by way of contrast with the earthly subjects of petition mentioned 
in verse 3 above. The quotation is from Prov. 3. 34. 
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JAMES The Rich denounced; Patience recommended; on Prayer for the Sick 

*5 bring. What is your life but a wisp of at your doors. If you would learn by 

smoke, which shews for a moment and example, brethren, how to work on and 

then must vanish into nothing? You ought wait patiently in evil times, think of the 

to be saying, We will do this or that if it is prophets who spoke in the Lord’s name. 

16 the Lord’s will, and if life is granted us. As See how we congratulate those who have 
it is, your self-conceit makes boasters of shewn endurance. You have heard of Job’s 
you; all such boastfulness is an evil thing, endurance; and you have read, in that 

17 Yes, if a man has the power to do good, it is story, how kind and merciful the Lord 

sinfiil in him to leave it undone. 1 is in rewarding us. 5 But above all, my 

brethren, do not bind yourselves by any 

5 Come, you men of riches, bemoan oath, by heaven, by earth, or by any oath 

yourselves and cry aloud over the at all. Let your word be Yes for Yes, and 

a miseries that are to overtake you. Cor- No for No; if not, you will be judged for 

ruption has fallen on your riches; all the it. 6 

j fine clothes are left moth-eaten, and the Is one of you unhappy? Let him fall to 
gold and silver have long lain rusting. That prayer. Is one of you cheerful? For him, 

rust will bear witness against you, will bite a psalm. Is one of you sick? Let him send 

into your flesh like flame. These are the for the presbyters of the church, and let 

last days given you, and you have spent them pray over him, anointing him with 

them in heaping up a store of retribution. 2 oil in the Lord’s name. Prayer offered in 

4 You have kept back the pay of the work- faith will restore the sick man, and the 

men who reaped your lands, and it is there Lord will give him relief; if he is guilty of 

to cry out against you; the Lord of hosts sins, they will be pardoned .7 Confess your 

5 has listened to their complaint. You have sins to one another, and pray for one an- 

feasted here on earth, you have comforted other, for the healing of your souls. When 

your hearts with luxuries on this day that a just man prays fervently, there is great 

6 dooms you to slaughter. You have con- virtue in his prayer. Elias was only a mor- 

demned and murdered the innocent man, tal man like ourselves, and when he prayed 

while he offered no resistance. 3 and prayed that it might not rain on the 

7 Wait, then, brethren, in patience for the land, there was no rain for three years and 
Lord’s coming. See how the farmer looks six months; 8 then he prayed anew, and 
forward to the coveted returns of his land, rain fell from heaven, and so the land 
yet waits patiently for the early and the late yielded its harvest, 
rains to fall before they can be brought in. 4 My brethren, if one of you strays from 
s You too must wait patiently, and take the truth, and a man succeeds in bringing 

courage; the Lord’s coming is close at him back, let him be sure of this; to bring 

9 hand. Brethren, do not bring complaints back erring feet into the right path means 

against one another; if you do, you will be saving a soul from death, means throwing 

judged, and the judge is already standing a veil over a multitude of sins. 9 

1 It is difficult to see how this fits into the context, unless we suppose that the whole passage from 
4. 13 to 5. 6 is directed against the rich, who are here accused of neglecting the great opportunities they 

have for doing good. 2 ‘Heaping up a store of retribution’; in the Greek, ‘heaping up treasure \ 

3 ‘The innocent man’; this might also be translated ‘the Just One’, and understood as a reference to 

our Lord; cf. Ac. 3. 14; 7. 52; Wis. 2. 12-20. 4 In Palestine, the rains of early autumn and late 

spring are especially important to the crops. 5 ‘How kind and merciful the Lord is in rewarding us'; 

literally, ‘the fulfilment of the Lord, how kind and merciful he is’. Cf. Rom. 6. 21; I Pet. 1.9. 6 Cf. 

Mt. 5. 33. It seems probable that St James had some apecial reason for warning the Jewish Christians 
against taking oaths, perhaps because he was afraid of their taking part in unlawful conspiracies. 7 'Give 

him relief’; in the Greek, ‘raise him up’. 8 III Kg. 17. 1; 18. 41. 9 That is, probably, his 

own sins; cf. I Pet. 4. 8. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED 
APOSTLE PETER 


P ETER; an apostle of Jesus Christ, to 
the elect who dwell as foreigners up 
and down Pontus, Galatia, Cappa¬ 
docia, Asia, and Bithynia, chosen in 
the foreknowledge of God the Father, to 
be sanctified by the Spirit, to give their 
allegiance to Jesus Christ and be sprinkled 
with his blood; Grace and peace be yours 
3 abundantly. Blessed be that God, that 
Father of our Lord J esus Christ, who in his 
great mercy has begotten us anew, making 
hope live in us through the resurrection of 
a Jesus Christ from the dead. We are to share 
an inheritance that is incorruptible, in¬ 
violable, unfading. It is stored up for you 
s in heaven; and meanwhile, through your 
faith, the power of God affords you safe 
conduct till you reach it, this salvation 
which is waiting to be disclosed at the end 
6 of time. Then you will be triumphant. 1 
What if you have trials of many sorts to 
sadden your hearts in this brief interval? 
7 That must needs happen, so that you may 
give proof of your faith, a much more pre¬ 
cious thing than the gold we test by fire; 
proof which will bring you praise, and 
glory, and honour when Jesus Christ is 
s revealed. You never saw him, but you 
learned to love him; you may not see him 
even now, but you believe in him; 2 and, if 
you continue to believe in him, how you 
will triumph! How ineffable your joy will 
9 be, and how sublime, when you reap the 
fruit of that faith of yours, the salvation of 
o your souls! Salvation was the aim and 
quest of the prophets, and the grace of 
which they prophesied has been reserved 
i for you. The Spirit of Christ was in them, 
making known to them the sufferings 
which Christ’s cause brings with it, and the 
glory that crowns them; when was it to be, 


and how was the time of it to be recog¬ 
nized? It was revealed to them that their 12 
errand was not to their own age, it was to 
you. And now the angels can satisfy their 
eager gaze; the Holy Spirit has been sent 
from heaven, and your evangelists have 
made the whole mystery plain, to you 
instead. 

Rid your minds, then, of every encum- 13 
brance, keep full mastery of your senses, 
and set your hopes on the gracious gift that 
is offered you when Jesus Christ appears. 3 
Obedience should be native to you now; u 
you must not retain the mould of your 
former untutored appetites. No, it is a 15 
holy God who has called you, and you too 
must be holy in all the ordering of your 
lives; You must be holy, the scripture says, 1 6 
because I am holy. 4 You appeal to God as 17 
your Father; yes, but he judges each man 
impartially by what he has done; look 
anxiously, then, to the ordering of your 
lives while your stay on earth lasts. What 18 
was the ransom that freed you from the 
vain observances of ancestral tradition? 
You know well enough that it was not paid 
in earthly currency, silver or gold; it was 19 
paid in the precious blood of Christ; no 
lamb was ever so pure, so spotless a victim. 
Before the beginning of the world, God 20 
had foreknown him, but it was only in 
these last days that he was revealed, for 
your sakes; through him you have learned 21 
to be faithfiil to God, who raised him from 
the dead and endowed him with glory; 
your faith and your hope are to be centred 
in God. Purify your souls with the disci- 22 
pline of charity, and give constant proof of 
your good-will for each other, loving un¬ 
affectedly as brethren should, 5 since you 23 
have all been bom anew with an immortal, 


1 1 You will be triumphant’; both here and at the end of verse 8 the Latin gives the verbs in the future 
tense; the Greek, somewhat obscurely, has the present tense, ‘You are triumphing’. 2 The words 

‘you believe in him, and’ are not found in the Greek. 3 ‘Rid your minds, then, of every encum¬ 
brance’; literally, ‘gird up the loins of your mind’, cf. Lk.i2. 35. 4 Lev. 11. 44. 5 ‘Purily 

your souls with the discipline of charity’; the Greek has, ‘Now that you have purified your souls by 
obedience to the truth’. 
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Christians a chosen People; on Good Repute; on Submissiveness 


I PETER 

imperishable birth, through the word of 
God who lives and abides for ever. 1 Yes, 
all mortal things are like grass, and all their 
glory like the bloom of grass; the grass 
25 withers, and its bloom falls, but the word 
of the Lord lasts for ever. 1 And this word 
is nothing other than the gospel which has 
been preached to you. 

2 You must put aside, then, every trace 
of ill-will and deceitfiilness, your af¬ 
fectations, the grudges you bore, and all 
2 the slanderous talk; you are children new¬ 
born, and all your craving must be for the 
soul’s pure milk, that will nurture you into 
3 salvation, 3 once you have tasted, as you 
have surely tasted, the goodness of the 
4 Lord. 4 Draw near to him; he is the living 
antitype of that stone which men rejected, 
5 which God has chosen and prized; you too 
must be built up on him, stones that live 
and breathe, into a spiritual fabric; you 
must be a holy priesthood, to offer up 
that spiritual sacrifice which God accepts 
e through Jesus Christ. So you will find in 
scripture the words, Behold, I am setting 
down in Sion a comer-stone, chosen out 
and precious; those who believe in him 
7 will not be disappointed. 5 Prized, then, by 
you, the believers, he is something other 
to those who refuse belief; the stone which 
the builders rejected has become the chief 
s stone at the comer, 6 a stone to trip men’s 
feet, a boulder they stumble against. They 
stumble over God’s word, and refuse it 
9 belief; it is their destiny. Not so you; you 
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
consecrated nation, a people God means 
to have for himself; it is yours to proclaim 
the exploits of the God who has called you 
out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
10 Time was when you were not a people at 
all, now you are God’s people; once you 
were unpitied, and now his pity is yours. 7 
11 Beloved, I call upon you to be like 
strangers and exiles, to resist those natural 
12 appetites which besiege the soul. Your life 
amidst the Gentiles must be beyond re¬ 
proach; decried as malefactors, you must 


let them see, from your honourable be¬ 
haviour, what you are; they will praise 
God for you, when his time comes to have 
mercy on them. 8 For love of the Lord, 1 
then, bow to every kind of human autho¬ 
rity; to the king, who enjoys the chief 
power, and to the magistrates who hold his 1 
commission to punish criminals and en¬ 
courage honest men. To silence, by honest 1 
living, the ignorant chatter of fools; that 
is what God expects of you. Free men, but 1 
the liberty you enjoy is not to be made a 
pretext for wrong-doing; it is to be used in 
God’s service. Give all men their due; to t 
the brethren, your love; to God, your 
reverence; to the king, due honour. 

You who are slaves must be submissive 1 
to your masters, and shew all respect, not 
only to those who are kind and considerate, 
but to those who are hard to please. It does - 
a man credit when he bears undeserved ill 
treatment with the thought of God in his 
heart. If you do wrong and are punished 2 
for it, your patience is no thin g to boast of; 
it is the patience of the innocent sufferer 
that wins credit in God’s sight. Indeed, * 
you are engaged to this by the call of 
Christ; he suffered for our sakes, and left 
you his own example; you were to follow 
in his footsteps. He did no wrong, no 2 
treachery was found on his lips ; 9 he was 2 
ill spoken of, and spoke no evil in return, 
suffered, and did not threaten vengeance, 
gave himself up into the hands of injus¬ 
tice. 10 So, on the cross, his own body took 2 
the weight of our sins; we were to become 
dead to our sins, and live for holiness; it 
was his wounds that healed you. 11 Till 3 
then, you had been like sheep going astray; 
now, you have been brought back to him, 
your shepherd, who keeps watch over your 
souls. 11 

3 You, too, who are wives must be sub¬ 
missive to your husbands. Some of 
these still refuse credence to the word; it 
is for their wives to win them over, not by 
word but by example; by the modesty and 
reverence they observe in your demeanour. 


1 The Greek might also be translated ‘through the word of God which lives and lasts for ever'. 
2 Is. 40. 6-8. 3 «The soul’s pure milk’; some would render,the Greek here, ‘the pure milk of the 

word’. 4 Ps. 33. 9. s Is. 28. 16; seep. 157, note 3. 6 Ps.117.22. ‘Prized, then, by you, 

the believers’; according to some commentators, this should be 'The honour, then, belongs to you, the 
believers’. 7 Os. 2. 23, 24. 8 ‘To have mercy on them’; literally, ‘to visit them', but the 

sense here is probably that which the verb has in Lk. 1. 68. 9 Is. 53. 9. 10 ‘Of injustice’; the 

Greek here has, ‘of a just judge’, that is, his heavenly Father. 11 Is. 53. 4, 5. 12 ‘Your shep¬ 

herd, who keeps watch*; literally, ‘the shepherd and overseer (or bishop) of your souls’. 
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I PETER 


On Marriage; the innocent Sufferer must model himself on Christ 


3 Your beauty must lie, not in braided hair, 
not in gold trinkets, not in the dress you 

4 wear, but in the hidden features of your 
hearts, in a possession you can never lose, 
that of a calm and tranquil spirit; to God’s 

5 eyes, beyond price. It was thus that the 
holy women of old time adorned them¬ 
selves, those women who had such trust in 
God, and paid their husbands such re¬ 
ft spect. Think how obedient Sara was to 

Abraham, how she called him her lord; if 
you would prove yourselves her children, 
live honestly, and let no anxious thoughts 

7 disturb you. You, too, who are husbands 
must use marriage considerately, paying 
homage to woman’s sex as weaker than 
your own. The grace of eternal life belongs 
to both, and your prayers must not suffer 
interruption. 1 

8 In a word, think the same thoughts, all 
of you, and share the same feelings; be 
lovers of the brethren. I would see you 

9 tender-hearted, modest, and humble, not 
repaying injury with injury, or hard words 
with hard words, but blessing those who 
curse you. This God’s call demands of you, 
and you will inherit a blessing in your turn. 

o Yes, long life and prosperous days, who 
would have these for the asking? My 
counsel is, keep thy tongue clear of harm, 
and thy lips free from every treacherous 

1 word. Neglect the call of evil, and rather 
do good; let peace be all thy quest and 

2 aim. On the upright, the Lord’s eye ever 
looks favourably; his ears are open to their 
pleading. Perilous is his frown for the 

3 wrong-doers. 2 And who is to do you wrong, 
if only what is good inspires your ambi- 

4 tions? If, after all, you should have to 
suffer in the cause of right, yours is a 
blessed lot. Do not be afraid or disturbed 

5 at their threats; enthrone Christ as Lord 
in your hearts. If anyone asks you to give 


an account of the hope which you cherish, 
be ready at all times to answer for it, but 16 
courteously and with due reverence. What 
matters is that you should have a clear 
conscience; so the defamers of your holy 
life in Christ will be disappointed in their 
calumny. It may be God’s will that we n 
should suffer for doing right; better that, 
than for doing wrong. It was thus that is 
Christ died as a ransom, paid once for all, 
on behalf of our sins, he the innocent for 
us the guilty, so as to present us in God’s 
sight. In his mortal nature he was done to 
death, but endowed with fresh life in his 
spirit, and it was in his spirit that he went 19 
and preached to the spirits who lay in 
prison. Long before, they had refused be- 20 
Lief, hoping that God would be patient with 
them, in the days of Noe. That ark which 
Noe was then building, in which a few 
souls, eight in all, found refuge as they 
passed through the waves, 3 was a type of 21 
the baptism which saves us now. Our 
baptism is not a putting away of outward 
defilement; it is the test which assures us 
of a good conscience before God, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 4 He sits, 22 
now, at the right hand of God, annihilating 
death, to make us heirs of eternal life; he 
has taken his journey to heaven, with all 
the angels and powers and princedoms 
made subject under his feet. 5 

4 Christ’s mortal nature, then, has been 
crucified, and you must arm your¬ 
selves with the same intention; he whose 
mortal nature has been crucified is quit, 
now, of sin. 6 The rest of your mortal life 2 
must be ordered by God’s will, not by 
human appetites. Time enough has been 3 
spent already in doing what the heathen 
would have you do, following a course 
of incontinence, passion, drunkenness, 


1 Cf. I Cor. 7. 5. 2 w. 10-12: Ps. 33. 13 sqq. 3 xw. 19-20: It is certain that this passage 

represents the holy patriarchs as living in a place of detention, neither heaven nor heU, till our Lord came 
(cf. Mt. 27. 52, 53). It is not clear why the Apostle concentrates his attention on the contemporaries of 
Noe, or how those who had refused belief attained salvation afterwards; it seems best to suppose that 
they were incredulous while the ark was being built, and repented when it was too late to escape the 
Deluge. 4 Hoping that God would be patient with them ’; in the Greek, apparently, 4 while God’s patience 
waited for them’. ‘As they passed through the waves’; some would translate ‘by means of water’, but 
this does not apply to the story in Genesis; Christian baptism typifies passing through the waters of death 
(cf. I Cor. 10. 2). 4 ‘The test which assures us of a good conscience’; the Greek might also mean 

‘the petition for a good conscience’. 5 The words ‘annihilating (literally, swallowing up) death, to 

make us heirs of eternal life’ are not found in the Greek manuscripts. 6 ‘Christ’s mortal nature 

has been crucified. . .he whose mortal nature has been crucified’; literally, 'Christ has suffered as far as 
the flesh is concerned... he who has suffered as far as the flesh is concerned ’. It is difficult to see in what 
sense ‘he who has suffered is quit of sin’, unless suffering here means death. Probably the Apostle refers 
to baptism as mystical association with Christ’s death; cf. the very similar passage in Rom. 6, 3-7. It 
is possible, however, that physical death is alluded to in both parts of the sentence. 
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I peter Diversity of Gifts; Patience in Persecution; Duties of Presbyters 

revelling, carousal, and shameful idolatry, man is punished for being a Christian, he 

4 They are surprised that you do not rush has no need to be ashamed of it; let him 
headlong into the same welter of debauch, bear that name, and give glory to God. The 

5 and call you ill names accordingly; they time is ripe for judgement to begin, and to 
will have to answer for it before him who is begin with God’s own household; and if 
all in readiness to pass sentence on the living our turn comes first, what will be its issue 

6 and the dead. That is why dead men, too, for those who refuse credence to God’s 

had the gospel message brought to them; message? If the just man wins salvation 
though their mortal natures had paid the only with difficulty, what will be the plight 
penalty in men’s eyes, in the sight of God of the godless, of the sinner? Why then, 

their spirits were to live on. 1 let those who suffer in fulfilment of God’s 

7 The end of all things is close at hand; will commend their souls, all innocent, 
live wisely, and keep your senses awake to into his hands; he created them, and he 

8 greet the hours of prayer. Above all things, will not fail them, 
preserve constant charity among your¬ 
selves ; charity draws the veil over a multi- C And now I have a charge to give to the 

9 tude of sins. 2 Make one another free of J presbyters in your company; I, who 

i o what is yours ungrudgingly, 3 sharing with am a presbyter like themselves, I, who bear 

all whatever gift each of you has received, witness of Christ’s sufferings, I, who have 
as befits the stewards of a God so rich in my part in that glory which will one day be 

ix graces. One of you preaches, let him re- revealed. Be shepherds to the flock God 

member that it is God’s message he is has given you. Carry out your charge as 

uttering; another distributes relief, let him God would have it done, cordially, not like 

remember that it is God who supplies him drudges, generously, not in the hope of 

the opportunity; that so, in all you do, sordid gain; not tyrannizing, each in his 

God may be glorified through Jesus own sphere, but setting an example, as best 

Christ; to him be the glory and die power you may, to the flock.? So, when the Prince 

through endless ages, Amen. 4 of shepherds makes himself known, your 

i2 Do not be surprised, beloved, that this prize will be that crown of glory which 
fiery ordeal should have befallen you, to cannot fade. And you, who are young, 
test your quality; there is nothing strange must defer to these, your seniors. De¬ 
is in what is happening to you. Rather re- ference to one another is the livery you 

joice, when you share in some measure the must all wear; God thwarts the proud, and 

sufferings of Christ; so joy will be yours, keeps his grace for the humble, 
and triumph, when his glory is revealed. Bow down, then, before the strong hand 

14 Your lot will be a blessed one, if you are of God; he will raise you up, when his time 

reproached for the name of Christ; it comes to deliver you. 8 Throw back on him 

means that the virtue of God’s honour and the burden of all your anxiety; he is con- 

glory and power, it means that his own cemed for you.9 Be sober, and watch well; 

15 Spirit, is resting upon you. 5 Let it not be the devil, who is your enemy, goes about 

said that any of you underwent punish- roaring like a lion, to find his prey, but you, 

ment for murder, or theft, or slander, or grounded in the faith, must face him 

16 infringing other men’s rights; 6 but, if a boldly; you know well enough that the 

1 ‘Though their mortal natures had paid the penalty in men’s eyes, in the sight of God their spirits 
were to live on’; literally, ‘that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according ro 
God in the spirit’. This much-disputed passage probably refers us back to 3. 19 and 20 above; there were 
souls who, through incredulity, incurred the outward penalty of temporal death at the time of the Deluge, 
and nevertheless, through contrition, were reserved for spiritual life, which was brought to them by 
Christ after hi9 Passion. This illustrates why God ‘judges the dead’ (verse 5); physical death is only 
a temporary penalty, and their eternal destiny had still to be settled. 2 Prov. 10. 12; cf. Jas, 5. 20; 

the sense may be that charity ‘hides away, obliterates in its effects’, the sin of another; but more probably 
the doctrine here is that of Lk. 7. 47. 3 ‘Make one another free of what is yours’; literally ‘be 

hospitable to one another*, but it seems necessary to take the words in this more general sense, in order 
to connect them with the two verses which follow. 4 Cf. p. 239, note 10. 5 The text here is 

uncertain; some manuscripts omit the words ‘honour* and ‘power’; some add, after the word ‘Spirit’, the 
words ‘blasphemed by others, but honoured by you’. 6 For ‘slander’, the Greek has ‘wrong¬ 

doing’. The word which follows means, literally, ‘one who looks after business which is not his own’; 
it is possible that political agitators are referred to. 7 The words ‘as best you may’, literally ‘from 

the heart’, are not found in the Greek. a Cf. p. 246, note 8. 9 Ps. 54. 23. 
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Greetings from the Church in Babylon , and from Mark I peter 

brotherhood you belong to pays, all the and through him I have written you these 
world over, the same tribute of suffering. 1 brief lines of encouragement; to assure you 

d And God, the giver of all grace, who has that the grace in which you are so firmly 

called us to enjoy, after a little suffering, established is the true grace of God. 3 The 13 

his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will him- church here in Babylon, united with you 
self give you mastery, and steadiness, and by God’s election, sends you her greeting; 

1 strength. 2 To him be glory and power so does my son, Mark. 4 Greet one another 14 
through endless ages, Amen. with the kiss of fellowship. Grace be to all 

1 I count on Silvanus as a faithful brother; of you, friends in Christ Jesus. Amen. 5 

1 The Greek here should perhaps be rendered, ‘you know how to pay the same tribute of suffering 
as your brethren, all the world over*. The idea of ‘tribute’ is probably suggested by the Greek verb used, 
though it is not rendered in the Latin. 2 Some commentators whould make the words ‘after a little 
suffering’ follow on the words ‘will himself give you*. 3 Silvanus is probably the companion of St 

Paul (I Thess. i. i). « The word ‘church’ is not expressed, but is evidently meant to be understood, 

in the Greek. There can be little doubt that Babylon means Rome; cf. Apoc. 17 . 5. The Mark here 
mentioned is doubtless the Evangelist, whom a very early tradition describes 89 the ‘interpreter* of St 
Peter. s For ‘grace’ the Greek has ‘peace*. 


249 



THE SECOND EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED 
APOSTLE PETER 


S imon Peter, a servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ, to those who share with 
us the common privilege of faith, 
justified as we are by our God and 
2 Saviour Jesus Christ; 1 Grace and peace be 
yours abundantly, as you gain fuller know¬ 
ledge of God, and of Christ Jesus our 
3 Lord. See how all the gifts that make for 
life and holiness in us belong to his divine 
power; come to us through fuller know¬ 
ledge of him, whose own glory and 
sovereignty have drawn us to himself! 2 
4 Through him 3 God has bestowed on us 
high and treasured promises; you are to 
share the divine nature, with the world’s 
corruption, the world’s passions, left be- 
5 hind. And you too have to contribute 
every effort on your own part, crowning 
your faith with virtue, and virtue with en- 
6 lightenment, and enlightenment with con¬ 
tinence, and continence with endurance, 
7 and endurance with holiness, and holiness 
with brotherly love, and brotherly love 
b with charity. Such gifts, when they are 
yours in full measure, will make you quick 
and successful pupils, reaching ever closer 
9 knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ; he 
who lacks them is no better than a blind 
man feeling his way about; his old sins 
have been purged away, and he has for- 
io gotten it. Bestir yourselves then, brethren, 
ever more eagerly, to ratify God’s calling 
and choice of you by a life well lived; if you 
ii do this, you will make no false step, and it 
will be no grudging entrance that is af¬ 
forded to you into the kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


I shall never fail, then, to go on remind- ; 
ing you of this, although you know it well, 
and are firmly grounded in a truth that is 
present to your minds. I hold it my duty : 
to keep the memory awake in you, while 
I am still in this brief dwelling-place; I am 
assured, by what our Lord Jesus Christ has 
made known to me, that I must fold my 
tent before long. And I will see to it that, : 
when I am gone, you shall always be able 
to remember what I have been saying . 4 We i 
were not crediting fables of man’s inven¬ 
tion, when we preached to you about the 
power of our Lord Jesus Christ, and about 
his coming; we had been eye-witnesses 
of his exaltation. Such honour, such 
glory was bestowed on him by God the 
Father, that a voice came to him out of 
the splendour which dazzles human eyes; 
This, it said, is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased; to him, then, listen . 5 
We, his companions on the holy moun- i 
tain, heard that voice coming from heaven, 
and now the word of the prophets gives us i 
more confidence than ever . 6 It is with good 
reason that you are paying so much atten¬ 
tion to that word; it will go on shining, like 
a lamp in some darkened room, until the 
dawn breaks, and the day-star rises in your 
hearts. Yet always you must remember i 
this, that no prophecy in scripture is the 
subject of private interpretation. It was u 
never man’s impulse, after all, that gave us 
prophecy; men gave it utterance, but they 
were men whom God had sanctified, car¬ 
ried away, as they spoke, by the Holy 
Spirit. 


1 * Our God and Saviour Jesus Christ *j others would render, ‘our God, and the Saviour Jesus Christ’, 

but this seems a less accurate rendering of the Greek. 2 For ‘See how all the gifts that make for life 

and holiness in us belong to his divine power’, the Greek has ‘Since his divine power has given us all that 
makes for life and holiness’. Most of the Latin manuscripts have, apparently, ‘See how all things belong 
to his divine power, which has been given to us to make for life and holiness’. 3 ‘Through him’; 

the Greek ha3, ‘through them’. 4 This verse seems to suggest that the Apostle intended to put his 

doctrine on record in some other way, independently of this epistle. * See Mt. 17. 5, and parallels. 

6 ‘The word of the prophets gives us more confidence than ever’, since it has been ratified by the 
Transfiguration; or perhaps ‘The word of the prophets gives us even more confidence’ (than the Trans¬ 
figuration), since it rests on admitted facts, not on an experience which might be called in question by 
the incredulous. 
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II PETER 


The Worldliness of false Teachers y and the Doom awaiting them 


2 There were false prophets, too, among 
God’s people. So, among you, there 
will be false teachers, covertly introducing 
pernicious ways of thought, and denying 
the Master who redeemed them, to their 
2 own speedy undoing. Many will embrace 
their wanton creeds, and bring the way of 
3 truth into disrepute, trading on your cre¬ 
dulity with lying stories for their own ends. 
Long since, the warrant for their doom is 
in full vigour; destruction is on the watch 
4 for them. God did not spare the angels 
who fell into sin; he thrust them down to 
hell, chained them there in the abyss, to 
s await their sentence in torment. 1 Nor did 
he spare the world he had first made; he 
brought a flood on that world of wicked¬ 
ness, preserving Noe, who had borne wit¬ 
ness to holiness, and only seven others with 
6 him. The cities of Sodom and Gomorrha, 
too, he punished with utter ruin, turning 
them to ashes, for an example to the god- 
7 less of a later time. Yet he saved Lot, an 
innocent man who was overborne by the 
violence and the wantonness of his wicked 
s neighbours; eye and ear could testify to his 
innocence, although he lived among men 
whose lawless doings, day after day, wrung 
9 that blameless heart. 2 The Lord does not 
find it difficult to save his true worshippers 
from their trials, while the wrong-doers 
must await the day of judgement, marked 
o down for torment; those especially, who 
follow the defiling appetites of their cor¬ 
rupt nature, and make light of authority. 
So bold are they, so obstinate, that they are 
not afraid to bring in new and blasphemous 
i ways of thought, 3 whereas angels, with a 
strength and a capacity far above theirs, do 
not bring on themselves any charge so 
abominable. ^ 


Such men, like dumb creatures that are 12 
bom to be trapped and destroyed, sneer at 
what they cannot understand, and will 
soon perish in their own corruption; they 13 
will have the reward their wickedness has 
deserved. To live in luxury while the day 
lasts is all their pleasure; what a stain they 
are, what a disfigurement, when they revel 
in the luxury of their own banquets, as they 
fare sumptuously at your side! 5 Their eyes 14 
feast on adultery, insatiable of sin; and 
they know how to win wavering souls to 
their purpose, so skilled is all their ac¬ 
cursed brood at gaining its own ends. They 15 
have gone far astray, leaving the true path, 
and following the path of Balaam the son 
of Bosor, the man who was content to take 
pay in the cause of wrong, and was rebuked 16 
for his perversity, when the dumb beast 
spoke with a human voice, to bring a pro¬ 
phet to his senses. 6 They are wells with no 17 
water in them, clouds driven before the 
storm; the lot that awaits them is darkness 
and gloom. Using fine phrases that have 18 
no meaning, they bait their hook with the 
wanton appetites of sense, to catch those 
who have had but a short respite from false 
teaching. 7 What do they offer them? 19 
Liberty. And all the time they themselves 
are enslaved to worldly corruption; what¬ 
ever influence gets the better of a man, 
becomes his master. That they should have 20 
been rescued, by acknowledging our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, from the world’s 
pollution, and then been entangled and 
overpowered by it a second time, means 
that their last state is worse than the first. 
Better for them, never to have found their 21 
way to justification, than to have found it, 
and then turned their backs on the holy 
law once handed down to them. What has 22 


1 ‘Chained them there in the abyss’] the Greek means, literally, ‘in ropes (or perhaps, in pits) of 
darkness’. The Latin has simply ‘in ropes of hell’. 2 This appears to be the meaning of the Latin 

(cf. Job 29. 11); or the sense may be, ‘he was innocent in spite of all that he heard and saw’. The Greek 
of the whole sentence is different: ‘that innocent man, living in their company, fretted (or perhaps, gave 
proof of) his innocent soul over the lawless doings of which the sound and sight came to him, day after 
day’. ■’ The word ‘authority’, according to some, should be understood of the holy Angels (cf. 

Eph. I. 21; Col. I. 16, where the same word has been translated ‘powers’); according to others, of God 
himself. But it may equally well refer to earthly authorities. ‘Bring in new and blasphemous ways of 
thought’; the Greek has ‘insult august names’, as in Jude, verse 8. 4 'Do not bring on themselves 

any charge so abominable ’; this appears to be the sense of the Latin; the Greek has, * do not bring against 
them (it is not clear, against whom) a derogatory sentence before the Lord’; cf. Jude, verse 9. 

5 ‘While the day lasts’; literally, ‘in the day’, either in the sense of daylight, or as referring to the 

shortness of life (cf. Wis. 2. 1-8). The latter part of the sentence probably refers to those common meals 
at which Christians met for social intercourse (cf. Jude, verse 12)j if so, it seems clear that the false 
teachers here in question were rich men who brought their own victuals and did not share them with their 
poorer neighbours (cf. I Cor. 11. 21). 6 Num. 22. 28. ? ‘Those who have had but a short 

respite from false teaching ’; literally, ‘ those who have barely (in some Greek manuscripts, have genuinely) 
escaped from those who walk in error*. 
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Why Judgement is delayed; new Heavens and a new Earth 


n PETER 

happened to them proves the truth of the 
proverb, The dog is back at his own vomit 
again. Wash the sow, and you find her 
wallowing in the mire. 1 

3 This is my second letter to you, 
beloved; I write such letters as a 
re min der, to awaken in you your clear 
2 sense of the truth. Do not forget those 
predictions of the holy prophets which I 
mentioned to you, or the charge which bur 
Lord and Saviour laid on your apostles. 1 
3 Remember always that in the last days 
mocking deceivers must needs come, fol- 
4 lowing the rule of their own appetites, who 
will ask. What has become of the promise 
that he would appear? Ever since the 
fathers went to their rest, all is as it was 
5 from the foundation of the world. They are 
fain to forget how, long ago, heaven stood 
there, and an earth which God's word had 
made with water for its origin, water for its 
6 frame; and those were the very means by 
which the world, as it then was, came to 
7 perish, overwhelmed by water. That same 
word keeps heaven and earth, as they now 
are, stored up, ready to feed the fire on the 
day when the godless will be judged, and 
8 perish. But one thing, beloved, you must 
keep in mind, that with the Lord a day 
counts as a thousand years, and a thousand 
9 years count as a day . 3 The Lord is not 
being dilatory over his promise, as some 
think; he is only giving you more time, 
because his will is that all of you should 


attain repentance, not that some should be 
lost. But the day of the Lord is coming, 
and when it comes, it will be upon you like 
a thief. The heavens will vanish in a whirl¬ 
wind, the elements will be scorched up and 
dissolve, earth, and all earth's achieve¬ 
ments, will bum away. 

All so transitory; and what men you 
ought to be! How unworldly in your life, 
how reverent towards God, as you wait, 
and wait eagerly, for the day of the Lord to 
come, for the heavens to shrivel up in fire, 
and the elements to melt in its heat! And 
meanwhile, we have new heavens and a 
new earth to look forward to, the dwelling- 
place of holiness; that is what he has pro¬ 
mised. Beloved, since these expectations 
are yours, do everything to make sure that 
he shall find you innocent, undefiled, at 
peace. If our Lord stays his hand, count 
it part of his mercy. Our beloved brother 
Paul, with the wisdom God has granted 
him, has written you a letter, 4 in which, as 
in all his letters, he talks of this. (Though 
indeed, there are passages in them difficult 
to understand, and these, like the rest of 
scripture, are twisted into a wrong sense by 
ignorant and restless minds, to their own 
undoing.) For yourselves, beloved, be 
warned in time; do not be carried away by 
their rash errors, and lose the firm foothold 
you have won; grow up in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory, now and for all 
eternity. Amen. 


1 Cf. Prov. 26. ii] it does not appear, however, that St Peter is quoting Scripture, and it may be 
that there was a current saw of this kind. There is no reference, in the Book of Proverbs, to the sow 
wallowing in the mire. 2 The Greek has, ‘Do not forget what has been foretold by the holy pro¬ 
phets, or the charge.. .etc.’ 3 Cf. Ps. 89. 4. 4 If the letter referred to has been preserved, 

it may perhaps be II Thessalonians. But as St Peter’s second epistle bears no particular address, we can 
have no certainty on the point. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED 
APOSTLE JOHN 


O ur message concerns that Word, 
who is life; what he was from 
the first, what we have heard 
about him, what our own eyes 
have seen of him; what it was that met our 
2 gaze, and the touch of our hands. 1 Yes, 
life dawned; and it is as eye-witnesses that 
we give you news of that life, that eternal 
life, which ever abode with the Father and 
3 has dawned, now, on us. This message 
about what we have seen and heard we pass 
on to you, so that you too may share in our 
fellowship. What is it, this fellowship of 
ours? Fellowship with the Father, and 
4 with his Son Jesus Christ. And if we are 
writing to you now, it is so that joy may be 
5 yours in full measure. What, then, is this 
message we have heard from him, and are 
passing on to you? That God is light, and 
6 no darkness can find any place in him; if 
we claim fellowship with him, when all the 
while we live and move in darkness, it is a 
7 lie; our whole life is an untruth. God 
dwells in light; if we too live and move in 
light, there is fellowship between us, and 
the blood of his Son Jesus Christ washes 
s us clean from all sin. Sin is with us; if we 
deny that, we are cheating ourselves; it 
9 means that truth does not dwell in us. No, 
it is when we confess our sins that he for¬ 
gives us our sins, ever true to his word, 
ever dealing right with us, and all our 
o wrong-doing is purged away. If we deny 
that we have sinned, it means that we are 
treating him as a liar; it means that his 
word does not dwell in our hearts. 

2 Little children, the purpose of this 
letter is to keep you clear of sin. 
Meanwhile, if any of us does fall into sin, 
we have an advocate to plead our cause 
before the Father in the Just One, Jesus 


Christ. He, in his own person, is the atone- 2 
ment made for our sins, and not only for 
ours, but for the sins of the whole world. 
Have we attained the knowledge of him? 3 
The test is, whether we keep his command¬ 
ments ; the man who claims knowledge of 4 
him without keeping his commandments is 
a liar; truth does not dwell in such a man 
as that. No, if a man keeps true to his 5 
word, then it is certain that the love of God 
has reached its full stature in him; that is 
what tells us that we are dwelling in him. 
One who claims to dwell in him must needs 6 
live and move as he lived and moved. Be- 7 
loved, I am not sending you a new com¬ 
mandment; it is an old commandment, 
which you were given from the very first; 
what was the message to which you listened 
long ago but this same commandment, 
now grown old? And yet it is a new com- a 
mandment I am sending you, now that it 
is verified in him and you; the darkness has 
passed away now, and true light shines 
instead. He who claims enlightenment, 9 
and all the while hates his brother, is in 
darkness still. It is the man who loves his 10 
brother that lives in light; no fear of stum¬ 
bling haunts him. The man who hates his 11 
brother is in the dark, guides his steps in 
the dark without being able to tell where he 
is going; darkness has fallen, and blinded 
his eyes. 

I call you little children; have not your 12 
sins been forgiven in his name? I call you 13 
fathers; have you not knowledge of one 
who was from the first? I call you young 
men; have you not gained victory over the 
evil one? I call you sons; you have learned u 
to recognize the Father. I call you young 
men; you are strong, with God’s word 
dwelling in you always; you have gained 
your victory over the evil one. 1 Do not 15 


1 That ‘the Word’ here is used in a personal sense would seem clear from a comparison of this passage 
with St John’s Gospel, i. 1-4. * w. 12-14: ‘I call you little children’; literally, ‘I write to you, 

children’, and so throughout. It is possible to read these phrases as if St John was addressing, in turn, 
three or four different classes in the Christian community, divided according to their ages. But it seems 
unlikely that he should have addressed himself to children; or that he should have no message at all for 
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I JOHN The Commandment of Love; Antichrist; God's Children and the Devil's 


bestow your love on the world, and what 
the world has to offer; the lover of this 
world has no love of the Father in him. 

16 What does the world offer? Only gratifica¬ 
tion of corrupt nature, gratification of the 
eye, the empty pomp of living; these things 
take their being from the world, not from 

17 the Father. The world and its gratifications 
pass away; the man who does God’s will 
oudives them, for ever. 

i b My sons, this is the last age of time. You 

have been told that Antichrist must needs 
come; and even now, to prove to us that it 
is the last stage of time, many Antichrists 

19 have appeared. They came of our com¬ 
pany, but they never belonged to our 
company; if they had belonged to it, they 
would have persevered at our side. As it 
is, they were destined to prove that there 
are some who are no true companions of 

20 ours. With you, it is otherwise; the Holy 
One has anointed you, and now nothing is 

21 hidden from you, so that I am not writing 
to you as to men from whom the truth is 
hidden. Rather, I am appealing to your 
knowledge of it; the truth, after all, cannot 

22 give birth to a lie. To whom do we give the 
lie, if not to him who tells us that Jesus is 
not the Christ? Such a man is Antichrist, 
disowning as he does both the Father and 

23 the Son. To disown the Son is to have no 
claim to the Father; it is by acknowledging 
the Son that we lay claim to the Father too. 

24 Enough for you, that the message which 
was first brought you should dwell in you. 
If that first message dwells in you, you too 

25 will dwell in the Son, and in the Father. He 
himself has made us a promise, the promise 

26 of eternal life. So much I have written 
about those who are trying to mislead you. 

27 Meanwhile, the influence of his anointing 
lives on in you, so that you have no need of 
teaching; no lesson his influence gives 
you can be a lie, they are all true. Follow 

28 those lessons, and dwell in him. Yes, 
little children, dwell in him, so that when 
he appears we may greet him confidently, 
instead of being ashamed at his pre- 

29 sence. You are sure that he is just; be 
sure, then, that whoever does right is bom 
of him. 


3 See how the Father has shewn his love 
towards us; that we should be counted 
as God’s sons, should be his sons. If the 
world does not recognize us, that is because 
it never recognized him. Beloved, we are 
sons of God even now, and what we shall 
be hereafter, has not been made known as 
yet. But we know that when he comes we 
shall be like him; we shall see him, then, as 
he is. Now, a man who rests these hopes 
in him lives a life of holiness; he, too, 
is holy. 

The man who commits sin, violates 
order; sin of its nature is disorder. You 
know well enough that when he was re¬ 
vealed to us, it was to take away our sins; 
there is no sinfulness in him, and no one 
can dwell in him and be a sinner. The sin¬ 
ner must be one who has failed to see him, 
failed to recognize him. Little children, do 
not allow anybody to mislead you; the man 
who lives right is the man who is right with 
God; he, too, is right in all his dealings. 
The man who lives sinfully takes his cha¬ 
racter from the devil; the devil was a sinner 
from the first. If the Son of God was re¬ 
vealed to us, it was so that he might undo 
what the devil had done, and if a man is 
bom of God, he does not live sinfully, he 
is true to his parentage; he cannot be a 
sinner, if he is bom of God. 1 

This, then, is how God’s children and 
the devil’s children are known apart. 
A man cannot trace his origin from God if 
he does not live right, if he does not love 
his brethren. To love one another; that, 
from the first, was the charge given to you; 
you were not to be like Cain, who took his 
character from the evil one, and murdered 
his brother. Why did he murder him? 
Because his own life was evil, and his 
brother’s life was acceptable to God. No, 
brethren, do not be surprised that the 
world should hate you. Remember that we 
have changed over from death to life, in 
loving the brethren as we do; whereas, if 
a man is without love, he holds fast by 
death. A man cannot hate his brother 
without being a murderer, and you may be 
sure that no murderer has eternal life 
dwelling in him. God has proved his love 


women, v. 14: after the words ‘recognize the Fatherthe clause used above, ‘I call you fathers; have you 
not knowledge of one who was from the first?’ is repeated, according to the Greek manuscripts. 

1 ‘ He is true to his parentage’; literally, ‘his seed persists in him’, that is, being a child of God he inherits 
a 6train proper to his ancestry. 
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The Test of Disciples hip; on false Teachers; God is Love 


to us by laying down his life for our sakes; 
we too must be ready to lay down our lives 
17 for the sake of our brethren. And now, 
suppose that a man has the worldly goods 
he needs, and sees his brother go in want; 
if he steels his heart against his brother, 
how can we say that the love of God dwells 
is mhim? My little children, let us shew our 
love by the true test of action, not by taking 
19 phrases on our lips. That proves to us that 
we take our character from the truth, and 
we shall be able to satisfy our consciences 
zo before God; if our consciences condemn 
us, it is because God is above conscience, 
zi and nothing is hidden from him. 1 Beloved, 
if conscience does not condemn us, we can 
zi appear boldly before God, and he will 
grant all our requests, since we are keeping 
his commandments, and living as he would 
23 see us live. What he commands is, that we 
should have faith in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ, and at his command should 
u love one another. When a man keeps his 
commandments, it means that he is dwell¬ 
ing in God, and God in him. This is our 
proof that he is really dwelling in us, 
through the gift of his Spirit. 2 

4 Not all prophetic spirits, brethren, 
deserve your credence; you must put 
them to the test, to see whether they come 
from God. Many false prophets have 
z made their appearance in the world. This 
is the test by which God’s Spirit is to be 
recognized; every spirit which acknow¬ 
ledges Jesus Christ as having come to us in 
3 human flesh has God for its author; and no 
spirit which would disunite Jesus 3 comes 
from God. This is the power of Antichrist, 
whose coming you have been told to ex¬ 
pect; now you must know that he is here 
4 in the world already. You, little children, 
who take your origin from God, have 
gamed the mastery over it; there is a 
stronger power at work in you, than in the 

5 world. Those others, belonging to the 


I JOHN 

world, speak the world’s language, and the 
world listens to them; we belong to God, 6 
and a man must have knowledge of God if 
he is to listen to us; if he does not belong to 
God, he does not listen to us at all. That is 
the test by which we distinguish the true 
Spirit from the false spirit. Beloved, let us i 
love one another; love springs from God; 
no one can love without being born of God, 
and knowing God. How can the man who 8 
has no love have any knowledge of God, 
since God is love? 

What has revealed the love of God, 9 
where we are concerned, is that he has sent 
his only-begotten Son into the world, so 
that we might have life through him. That 10 
love resides, not in our shewing any love 
for God, but in his shewing love for us 
first, when he sent out his Son to be an 
atonement for our sins. Beloved, if God 11 
has shewn such love to us, we too must love 
one another. No man has ever seen God; 12 
but if we love one another, then we have 
God dwelling in us, and the love of God 
has reached its full growth in our lives. 
This is our proof that we are dwelling in 13 
him, and he in us; he has given us a share 
of his own Spirit. 4 We apostles have seen for 14 
ourselves, and can testify, that the Father 
sent out his Son to be the redeemer of the 
world, 5 and where a man acknowledges 15 
that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwells 
in him, and he in God; we have learned to 16 
recognize the love God has in our regard, 
to recognize it, and to make it our belief. 
God is love; he who dwells in love dwells 
in God, and God in him. That our life in 17 
the world should be like his, means that his 
love has had its way with us to the full, so 
that we can meet the day of judgement 
with confidence. Love has no room for 18 
fear; and indeed, love drives out fear when 
it is perfect love, since fear only serves for 
correction. The man who is still afraid has 
not yet reached the full measure of love. 6 
Yes, we must love God; he gave us his love 19 


1 This seems to be the most probable rendering of a verse whose meaning has been much disputed. 
1 Or the Last sentence may be connected with what follows, and rendered, ‘What assures us that he is 
really dwelling in us is the gift of his Spirit’. 3 ‘ Which would disunite Jesus ’; apparently in the sense 
that it would deny the identity of the human Jesus with the divine Christ; but the phrase might have 
a more general sense of ‘destroying’ Jesus. This reading in the Latin goes back to the Fathers of the 
second century; our present Greek manuscripts have simply ‘which does not acknowledge Jesus’. 
■* ‘This is our proof’; it is not certain whether this refers to what has gone before, or to what imme¬ 
diately follows; perlups to both. s ‘We apostles’; the word ‘apostles’ does not appear in the text, 

but has been supplied for the sake of clearness in reading, since this is evidently what is meant. 
6 ‘Since fear only serves for correction’; literally, ‘since fear has chastisement’. Others would interpret 
this as meaning ‘because fear is painful’, or ‘because fear involves the prospect of punishment’; but it is 
doubtful whether the language of the Greek justifies either rendering. 
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I JOHN The threefold Warrant; on the Duty of praying for Sinners 


20 first. 1 If a man boasts of loving God, while 
he hates his own brother, he is a liar. He 
has seen his brother, and has no love for 
him; what love can he have for the God he 

21 has never seen? No, this is the divine com¬ 
mand that has been given us; the man who 
loves God must be one who loves his 
brother as welL 

5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is 
the Christ is a child of God, and to 
2 love the parent is to love his child. If we 
love God, and keep his commandments, 
we can be sure of loving God’s children, 
a Loving God means keeping his command¬ 
ments, and these commandments of his are 
4 not a burden to us. Whatever takes its 
origin from God must needs triumph over 
the world; our faith, that is the triumphant 
principle which triumphs over the world. 
5 He alone triumphs over the world, who 
6 believes that Jesus is the Son of God. He 
it is, Jesus Christ, whose coming has been 
made known to us by water and blood; 
water and blood as well, not water only; 
and we have the Spirit’s witness that Christ 
7 is the truth. 3 Thus we have a threefold 
warrant in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghost, three who are yet 
8 one; 3 and we have a threefold warrant on 
earth, the Spirit, the water, and the blood, 
9 three witnesses that conspire in one. 4 We 
are ready to trust human authority; is not 
divine authority higher still? And we have 
that higher divine authority for this; God 
o has borne witness to his own Son. The man 
who believes in the Son of God has this 


divine attestation in his heart; the man who 
does not believe in the Son treats God as 
a liar; although God himself has borne wit¬ 
ness to his Son, he has refused to believe 
in it. And what is the truth so attested? h 
T hat God has given us eternal life, and that 
this life is to be found in his Son. To keep u 
hold of the Son is to have life; he is lifeless, 
who has no hold of the Son of God. There i 3 
is my message to you; be sure that you have 
eternal life, you who go on believing in 
the name of the Son of God. 

Such familiar confidence we have in u 
him, that we believe he listens to us when¬ 
ever we make any request of him in accord¬ 
ance with his will. We are sure that he n 
listens to all our requests, sure that the 
requests we make of him are granted. If a ms 
man knows his brother to be guilty, yet not 
of such a sin as brings death with it, he 
should pray for him; and, at his request, 
life will be granted to the brother who is 
sinning, yet not fatally. There is a sin which 
kills; it is not over this that I bid him fall 
to prayer. 5 Sin may be wrong-doing of any n 
kind; not all sin is fatal. The man who has m 
been bom of God, we may be sure, keeps 
clear of sin; that divine origin protects 
him, and the evil one cannot touch him. 
And we can be sure that we are God’s 19 
children, though the whole world about us 
lies in the power of evil. 6 7 We can be sure, 
too, that the Son of God has come to us, 
and has given us a sense of truth; we were 
to recognize the true God, and to live in his 
true Son. He is true God, and eternal life.? 
Beware, little children, of false gods. 21 


1 ‘We must love God’; the Greek may mean, ‘we love God’; the Latin has, ‘let us love God’. 2 ‘That 

Christ is the truth’; the Greek haa ‘that (or, because) the Spirit is the truth’. It is not clear what mystical 
significance St John attached to the Spirit, the water, and the blood, here and in verse 8; he may, perhaps, 
have had the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and the Holy Eucharist in mind. In Jn. I. 33 water 
and the Spirit are closely associated, water and bLood in Jn. 19. 34; in both these passages the idea of 
human testimony is prominent. 3 This verse does not occur in any pood Greek manuscript. But 

the Latin manuscripts may have preserved the true text. 4 ' Conspire m one’; literally, in the Latin, 

‘are one’, in the Greek ‘form one’. 5 For ‘if a man knows’, the Greek has, ‘if a man sees’. Com¬ 

mentators are much disagreed as to the nature of the sin which brings death with it. It has often been 
identified as final impenitence, but the context seems to demand an action, rather than a state of mind. 

Since St John is warning us, all through his epistle, against the danger of apostasy from Christ, he may 
be distinguishing here between various degrees of culpability in sinners of that kind (cf. Jude 22-23). He 
does not explicitly Bay that ‘ fatal’ sin is irremissible, only that we are not bound to pray for one who shews 
so little evidence of good dispositions; cf. II Jn. 10. 6 ‘Of evil’; or perhaps ‘of the evil one’. 

7 It is not certain whether the word ‘he’ refers to the word ‘God’ or to the word ‘Son’. 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED 
APOSTLE JOHN 


1 , the presbyter, send greeting to that 
sovereign lady whom God has chosen; 
and to those children of hers who are 
my friends in the truth, loved, not by 
me only, but by all those who have recog- 
2 nized the truth, 1 2 for love of that truth 
which dwells in us, and will be our com- 
3 panion for ever. God the Father, and Jesus 
Christ, the Son of the Father, send you 
grace, mercy and peace in a spirit of truth 
4 and love. It has given me great happiness, 
in meeting some of thy children, to find 
that they followed the way of truth, obey¬ 
ing the command that came to us from the 
5 Father. And now, sovereign lady, I have 
a request to make of thee. It is no new 
command that my letter brings, only the 
command we were given from the first; let 
6 us all love one another. Love means keep¬ 
ing his commandments; love is itself the 
commandment which our earliest lessons 
7 bade us follow. Many false teachers have 


appeared in the world, who will not 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ has come in 
human flesh; here is the deceiver you were 
warned against, here is Antichrist. Be on 8 
your guard, or you will lose all you have 
earned, instead of receiving your wages in 
full. 1 The man who goes back, who is not 9 
true to Christ's teaching, loses hold of 
God; the man who is true to that teaching, 
keeps hold both of the Father and of the 
Son. 3 If you are visited by one who does io 
not bring this teaching with him, you must 
not receive him in your houses, or bid him 
welcome; to bid him welcome is to share u 
the guilt of his doings. I might add to this 12 
letter, but I have thought it best not to en¬ 
trust my message to paper and ink; I hope 
to visit you, and convey it by word of 
mouth, to give you happiness in full mea¬ 
sure. The children of thy sister, God’s 13 
chosen, send thee greeting. 


1 If, as is probable, the word ‘presbyter’ (or senior) referred in the first instance to those who were 
‘foundation members’ of a given church (cf. Ac. 20. 17, 18), it is easy to see why St John should describe 
himself as ‘the senior’ (in relation to the Church at large) at a time when he was the only Aposdc left. 
The ‘lady’ whom he addresses is perhaps a local church; the notion that a person is addressed (some 
think, by a proper name, Kyria) does not accord well with the use of the plural in verses 8-12. 

2 ‘All you have earned’; some Greek manuscripts have ‘all the result of our labours’. 3 ‘The man 

who goes back’; other manuscripts of the Latin have ‘the man who goes on in front’, which corre¬ 
sponds better with the Greek. The sense may be (if that is the true reading), ‘the man who tries to go 
beyond’ the fixed deposit of faith, perhaps by adopting a Docetic view of our Lord’s Incarnation. 
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THE THIRD EPISTLE OF THE BLESSED 
APOSTLE JOHN 


G reetings from the presbyter to 
Gaius, his most dear friend in 
’ the truth. 1 Beloved, my prayer 
is that all goes well with thee, and 
that thou art in health; with thy soul, all 
3 goes well. What happiness it gave me, 
when the brethren who came here bore 
witness of thy loyalty to the truth, the 
loyalty thou shewest in all thy dealings! 
4 I have no greater cause for thankfulness, 
than when I hear that my children are fol- 
5 lowing the way of truth. Beloved, thou art 
playing a faithf ul man’s part in shewing 
such kindness to the brethren, even when 
6 they are strangers to thee. They have borne 
public witness before the church of thy 
charity, and thou wilt do well to set them 
forward on their journey in such a manner 
7 as befits God’s service; it was undertaken 
for love of his name, the heathen contri- 
8 buted nothing to it. 2 Yes, it is our duty to 
help on the cause of truth by giving wel- 
9 come to such men as these. I might have 
sent this message to the church at large. 


were it not that Diotrephes, ever eager to 
take a leading part among them, refuses to 
acknowledge us. If I should pay you a 
visit, be sure I will tax him with his ill con¬ 
duct. He maligns us with his foolish gos¬ 
sip; is not that enough for him, without 
refusing to acknowledge our brethren, and 
putting restraint on those who would, by 
expelling them from the church? Beloved, 
choose the right pattern, not the wrong, 
to imitate. He who does right is a child 
of God; the wrong-doer has caught no 
glimpse of him. Demetrius is one whom 
all speak well of, and the truth itself is his 
warrant; we, too, commend him, and thou 
knowest that our commendation is true. 
I have much to tell thee, but I have no 
mind to convey the message with paper 
and ink; I hope to see thee before long, and 
we will converse by word of mouth. Peace 
be with thee. Thy friends here greet thee. 
Give our friends, each of them by name, 
our greeting. 


1 See p. 257, note 1. 2 ‘Of his name’; the Greek has, ‘of the Name’, as in Ac. 5. 41, where 

the name of Jesus Christ is clearly meant. 


25* 




THE UNIVERSAL EPISTLE OF THE 
BLESSED APOSTLE JUDE 


J ude, a servant of Jesus Christ, and 
brother of James, to those who have 
met with loving-kindness from God 
the Father, those whom he has set 
apart for Jesus Christ, and called them; 
t Mercy and peace and love be yours, in full 
i measure. Beloved, as one who is ever 
ready to write to you about that salvation 
which is your common concern, I am com¬ 
pelled to send you this letter of warning; 
you have a battle to fight over the faith that 
was handed down, once for all, to the 
saints. Godless men, long since destined 
thus to incur condemnation, have found 
their way secretly into your company, and 
are perverting the life of grace our God has 
bestowed on us into a life of wantonness; 
they even deny Jesus Christ, our one Lord 
and Master. Learn one lesson, and you 
know all. Let me remind you, how the 
Saviour who had rescued his people from 
Egypt went on to destroy those who had 
proved unfaithful. 1 The angels, too, who 
left the place assigned to them, instead of 
keeping their due order, he has imprisoned 
in eternal darkness, to await their judge¬ 
ment when the great day comes. So with 
Sodom and Gomorrha and the cities round 
them, which fell into the same debauchery 
as their neighbours and pursued unnatural 
lust; they bear, for our warning, their sen- 
i tence of eternal fire. And so it is with these 
as it was with those others; they pollute 
nature, they defy authority, they insult 
> august names. (And yet, when the arch¬ 
angel Michael held debate with the devil, 
m their dispute over the body of Moses, he 
did not venture to accuse him insultingly; 
he was content to say, May the Lord 
rebuke thee.) 2 


Such men sneer at the things they can- 10 
not understand; like the brute beasts they 
derive knowledge only from their senses, 
and it serves to corrupt them. Woe betide 11 
them, they have followed in the path of 
Cain; greed, that led Balaam astray, has 
been their ruin; they have taken part in the 
fatal rebellion of Core. 3 What defilement 12 
there is in their banquets, as they fare 
sumptuously at your side, shepherds that 
feed themselves without scruple! They are 
clouds with no water in them, driven be¬ 
fore the winds, autumn trees that bear no 
fruit, given over anew to death, plucked 
up by the roots; they are fierce waves of 13 
the sea, with shame for their crests, wan¬ 
dering stars, with eternal darkness and 
storm awaiting them. 4 Of these, among m 
others, Enoch was speaking, Adam’s de¬ 
scendant in the seventh degree, when he 
prophesied, Behold, the Lord came with 
his saints in their thousands, to carry out 15 
his sentence on all men, and to convict the 
godless. Godless and sinners, with how 
many ungodly acts they have defied God, 
with how many rebellious words have they 
blasphemed him! 5 Such men go about 16 
whispering and complaining, and live by 
the rule of their own appetites; meanwhile, 
their mouths are ready with fine phrases, 
to flatter the great when it serves their 
ends. 

But as for you, beloved, keep in mind n 
the warnings given you long since by the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; how is 
they told you, that mocking spirits must 
needs appear in the last age, who would 
make their own ungodly appetites into a 
rule of life. 6 Such are the men who now 19 
keep themselves apart; animal natures. 


1 ‘The Saviour’; the name ‘Jesus’ is here used in the Vulgate, apparently, to designate the God who 
brought Israel out of Egypt. Some Greek manuscripts have ‘the Lord*. 2 vv. 8, 9; See II Pet. 2. 

10—11j and notes there. The tradition of a dispute over the body of Moses seems to have been preserved 
also in the apocryphal book called The Assumption of Moses, of which a fragment survives. 
J See II Pet. 2. 15. 4 vv. 12, 13: See II Pet. 2. 13 and 17, and p. 251, note 5. 5 vv. 14, 15: 

These words are found in the apocryphal Book of Enoch, which is supposed by scholars to have been 
written in the second and first centuries before Christ. 6 vv. 17, 18: See II Pet. 3. 2-4. 
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On Perseverance in the Faith; cm remonstrating with Heretics 


JUDE 

20 without the life of the Spirit. It is for you, 
beloved, to make your most holy faith the 
foundation of your lives, and to go on pray- 

21 ing in the power of the Holy Spirit; to 
maintain yourselves in the love of God, 
and wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 

22 Christ, with eternal life for your goal. To 
some you must give a hearing, and confute 

23 them; others you must pluck out of the 
fire, and rescue them; others again you can 
only pity, while you shun them; even the 


outward fringe of what the flesh has defiled 
must be hateful tc you. 1 There is one who : 
can keep you clear of fault, and enable you 
to stand in the presence of his glory, 
triumphant and unreproved, when our 
Lord Jesus Christ comes ; 1 to him, who j 
alone is God, to him, who gives us salvation 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, glory and 
majesty and power and domination are 
due, before time was, and now, and for all 
ages. Amen. 


T 'While you shun Them*; literally, 'in fear*. Some Greek manuscripts only give two classes of men 
here, instead of three. ‘The outward fringe of what the flesh has defiled*; literally, ‘the garment defiled 
by the flesh*. 2 The words 'when our Lord Jesus Christ comes* are not in our Greek text. 
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THE APOCALYPSE OF THE BLESSED 
APOSTLE JOHN 


T his is a revelation from Jesus 
Christ, which God has allowed 
him to make known to his servants, 
of things which must soon find 
their due accomplishment. And he has 
sent his angel to disclose the pattern of it to 
his servant John, one who bore witness for 
God’s word, and for the truth concerning 
Jesus Christ, as his own eyes had seen it. 1 
A blessing on him who reads this, and on 
all who listen to these words of prophecy, 
and keep true to their message; the time is 
close at hand. 

Thus John writes to the seven churches 
in Asia, Grace and peace be yours, from 
him who is, and ever was, and is still to 
come, and from the seven spirits that stand 
before his throne; and from Jesus Christ, 
the faithful witness, first-bom of the risen 
dead, who rules over all earthly kings. He 
has proved his love for us, by washing us 
clean from our sins in his own blood, and 
made us a royal race of priests, to serve 
God, his Father; glory and power be his 
through endless ages, Amen. Behold, he 
comes with clouds about him, seen by 
every eye, seen by those who wounded 
him, 1 and he shall bring lamentation to all 
the tribes of earth. So it must be, Amen. 
I am Alpha, I am Omega, the beg inni ng of 
all things and their end, says the Lord 
God; he who is, and ever was, and is still 
to come, the Almighty. 

I, John, your brother, who share your 
ill-usage, your royal dignity, and your en¬ 
durance m Christ Jesus, was set down on 
the island called Patmos, for love of God’s 
word and of the truth concerning Jesus. 
And there, on the Lord’s day, I fell into a 
trance, and heard behind me a voice, loud 


as the call of a trumpet, which said. Write n 
down all thou seest in a book, and send it 
to the seven churches in Asia, to Ephesus, 
and Smyrna, and Pergamum, and Thya- 
tira, and Sardis, and Philadelphia, and 
Laodicea. So I turned, to see what voice 12 
it was that was speaking to me. And as I 
turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks, 
and in the midst of these seven golden 13 
candlesticks one who seemed like a son of 
man, clothed in a long garment, with a 
golden girdle about his breast. The hair on m 
his head was like wool snow-white, and his 
eyes like flaming fire, his feet like orichalc 15 
melted in the crucible, and his voice like 
the sound of water in deep flood. 3 In his 16 
right hand were seven stars; from his 
mouth came a sword sharpened at both its 
edges; and his face was like the sun when 
it shines at its full strength. At the sight 17 
of him, I fell down at his feet like a dead 
man; and he, laying his right hand on me, 
spoke thus: Do not be afraid; I am before 
all, I am at the end of all, 4 and I live. 18 
I, who underwent death, am alive, as thou 
seest, to endless ages, and I hold the keys 
of death and hell. Write down thy vision of 19 
what now is, and what must befall here¬ 
after. As for the meaning of the seven 20 
stars which thou hast seen in my right 
hand, and the seven golden candlesticks, 
the seven stars are the angels 5 of the seven 
churches thou knowest, and the candle¬ 
sticks, seven in number, are the seven 
churches. 

2 To the angel of the church at Ephesus 
write thus: A message to thee from 
him who bears the seven stars in his right 
hand, and walks amidst the seven golden 


' ‘One who bore witness for God’s word’; others would understand this as meaning ‘the man who 
has now borne record of God’s word’, and as referring to the Apocalypse itself. But a comparison of 
i- 9 > 6. 9, and 20. 4 below suggests that the verb here means bearing witness to God’s word in face of 
persecution (cf. I Tim. 6. 13); in which case the Apostle is identifying himself as an eye-witness of the 
gospel story and a confessor for the faith. 2 Cf. Zach. 12. 10; Jn. 19. 37. 3 Orichalc , an un¬ 
identified metal of the ancient world. 4 Cf. Is. *4. 6; Mt. 14. 27. 5 This may refer to the 

angel guardians of the churches, or perhaps to their bishops. 
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Letters to Ephesus , Smyrna , Pergamum , ami Thyatira 


APOCALYPSE 

a candlesticks: I know of all thy doings, all 
thy toil and endurance; how little patience 
thou hast with wickedness, how thou hast 
made trial of such as usurp the name of 

3 apostle, and found them false. Yes, thou 
endurest, and all thou hast borne for the 
love of my name has not made thee despair. 

4 Yet there is one charge I make against 
thee; of losing the charity that was thine 

5 at first. Remember the height from which 
thou hast fallen, and repent, and go back 
to the old ways; or else I will come to visit 
thee, and, when I find thee still unre¬ 
pentant, will remove thy candlestick from 

6 its place. Yet this is in thy favour, thou 
dost abhor the ways of the Nicolaitans, as 

7 I, too abhor them . 1 Listen, you that have 
ears, to the message the Spirit has for the 
churches. Who wins the victory? I will 
give him fruit from the tree of life, which 
grows in the Paradise of my God. 

b And to the angel of the church at 
Smyrna write thus: A message to thee 
from him, who is before all and at the end 
of all, who underwent death and now is 

9 alive: I know how sorely tried thou art, 
how stricken with poverty (yet, all the 
while, so rich); how thy name is traduced 
by men who claim to be Jews (though they 
are no true Jews; they are rather the chosen 

10 people of Satan). Do not be afraid of the 
suffering thou art to undergo. Before long, 
the devil will throw some of you into 
prison, to have your faith tested there, and 
for ten days you shall be in sore distress. 
Keep faith with me to the point of death, 

11 and I will crown thee with life. Listen, you 
that have ears, to the message the Spirit 
has for the churches. Who wins the vic¬ 
tory? The second death shall have no 
power to hurt him. 

12 And to the angel of the church at Per¬ 
gamum write thus: A message to thee from 
him whose sword is sharpened at both its 

13 edges: I know well in what a place thou 
dwellest, a place where Satan sits en¬ 
throned. And yet thou art true to my 
name, and hast not disowned thy faith in 
me. Such in former times was Antipas, 
who bore me faithful witness, and was put 
to death in Satan’s dwelling-place, your 


city. Yet here and there I have fault to find 
with thee; thou hast followers there of the 
school of Balaam. It was Balaam who 
taught Balac how to lay a trap for the 
people of Israel, when they ate what was 
sacrificed to idols and fell into fornica¬ 
tion; 1 and thou, too, hast followers of the 
Nicolaitan school. Do thou, in thy turn, 
repent; or I will quickly come to visit thee, 
and fight against them with the sword of 
my mouth. 3 Listen, you that have ears, 
to the message the Spirit has for the 
churches. Who wins the victory? I will 
feed him with the hidden manna, and 
give him a white stone, on which stone a 
new name is written, known to him only 
who receives it. 

And to the angel of the church at Thya¬ 
tira write thus: A message to thee from the 
Son of God, who has eyes like flaming fire, 
and feet like orichalc: I know of all thy 
doings, thy faith, thy love, thy generosity, 
thy endurance, how in these last days thou 
art more active than at first. Yet here and 
there I have fault to find with thee; thou 
alio west the woman Jezabel, who claims 
the gift of prophecy, to mislead my ser¬ 
vants with her teaching, so that they fall 
into fornication, and eat what is offered to 
idols. I have given her time for repent¬ 
ance, but she will not mend her harlot’s 
ways. I have a bed ready to lay her in; and 
those who commit adultery with her will 
be in sore straits, if they do not repent of 
their wrong-doing. And her children I 
will kill outright, so that all the churches 
may know me for one who probes the 
innermost heart, and will repay each of 
you what his deeds have earned. But I say 
to you, those others in Thyatira who do 
not follow this teaching, who have never 
learned the deep mysteries (as they are 
called) which Satan offers; I have no fresh 
burden to lay upon you; keep hold of what 
is in your grasp already, until I come. Who 
wins the victory? Who will do my bidding 
to the last? I will give him authority over 
the nations; to herd them like sheep with 
a crook of iron, breaking them in pieces 
like earthenware; 4 the same authority 
which I myself hold from my Father. And 


1 There is a tradition that this sect was founded by Nicolas the deacon (Ac. 6. s) but this is uncertain. 
They seem to have been antinomian in doctrine. 2 Num. 31. 16. 3 ‘In thy turn'; this may 

mean ‘like the Christians at Ephesus’ (verse 5 above), but more probably refers to the purge of religion 
ordered in Num. 25. 5. 4 vv. 26, 27: Ps. 2. 8-9. 
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Letters to Sardis , Philadelphia and Laodicea APOCALYPSE 


29 the Star of morning shall be his. 1 Listen, 
you that have ears, to the message the 
Spirit has for the churches. 

3 And to the church’s angel at Sardis 
write thus: A message to thee from 
him who bears the seven spirits of God, 
and the seven stars: I know of all thy 
doings, how thou dost pass for a living 
2 man, and all the while art a corpse. Rouse 
thyself, and rally whatever else still lives, 
but lives at the point of death. There are 
tasks my God expects of thee, and I find 
3 them unfulfilled. Remember how the gift, 
how the message came to thee; hold it fast, 
and repent. If thou failest in thy watch, 

I will come upon thee like a thief; thou 
shalt never know the hour of my coming to 
4 thee. Yet here and there in Sardis thou 
canst claim souls which have kept their 
garments undefiled, and these shall bear 
me company, clothed in white; it is their 
s due. Who wins the victory? So shall he be 
clothed, in white garments; his name I will 
never blot out of the book of life, his name 
I will acknowledge before my Father and 
6 his angels. Listen, you that have ears, to 
the message the Spirit has for the churches. 

7 And to the angel of the church at Phila¬ 
delphia write thus: A message to thee from 
him, who is all holiness and truth; who 
bears the key of David, so that none may 
shut when he opens, none open when he 
8 shuts: I know of thy doings, and see, I have 
set before thee an open door, there is no 
shutting it. I know how little thy strength 
is, and yet thou hast been true to my mes- 
9 sage, and hast not denied my name. Before 
long, I will give thee for thy own some of 
Satan’s chosen people, the men who falsely 
claim to be Jews when they are none; 
before long, I will make them come to thee, 
doing reverence at thy feet, and acknow¬ 
ledging the love I have shewn for thee. 
io Thou hast kept true to my lesson of en¬ 
durance, and I will keep thee safe from the 
hour of trial which is soon to fall upon the 
whole world, for the testing of all who 
11 dwell on the earth. Patience, I am co min g 
soon; hold what is in thy grasp, so that 
12 none may rob thee of thy crown. Who wins 
the victory? I will make him a pillar in the 
temple of my God, never to leave it again. 

I will write on him the name of my God, 

1 Cf. 22. 


and the name of the city my God has built, 
that new Jerusalem which my God is even 
now sending down from heaven, and my 
own new name. Listen, you that have ears, 13 
to the message the Spirit has for the 
churches. 

And to the angel of the church at Lao- m 
dicea write thus: A message to thee from 
the Truth, the faithful and unerring wit¬ 
ness, the source from which God’s creation 
began: I know of thy doings, and find thee 15 
neither cold nor hot; cold or hot, I would 
thou wert one or the other. Being what 16 
thou art, lukewarm, neither cold nor hot, 
thou wilt make me vomit thee out of my 
mouth. I am rich, thou sayest, I have come 17 
into my own; nothing, now, is wanting to 
me. And all the while, if thou didst but 
know it, it is thou who art wretched, thou 
who art to be pitied. Thou art a beggar, 
blind and naked; and my counsel to thee 18 
is, to come and buy from me what thou 
needest; gold, proved in the fire, to make 
thee rich, and white garments, to clothe 
thee, and cover up the nakedness which 
dishonours thee; rub salve, too, upon thy 
eyes, to restore them sight. It is those I 19 
love that I correct and chasten; kindle thy 
generosity, and repent. See where I stand 20 
at the door, knocking; if anyone listens to 
my voice and opens the door, I will come 
in to visit him, and take my supper with 
him, and he shall sup with me. Who wins 21 
the victory? I will let him share my throne 
with me; I too have won the victory, and 
now I sit sharing my Father’s throne. 
Listen, you that have ears, to the message 22 
the Spirit has for the churches. 

4 Then a vision came to me; I saw a 
door in heaven, standing open. And 
the same voice, which I had heard speaking 
to me before, loud as the call of a trumpet, 
said to me, Come up to my side, and I will 
shew thee what must find, after this, its due 
accomplishment. And all at once I was in ^ 
a trance, and saw where a throne stood in 
heaven, and one sat there enthroned. He 3 
who sat there bore the semblance of a 
jewel, jasper or sardius, and there was a 
rainbow about the throne, like a vision of 
emerald. Round it were twenty-four seats, 4 
and on these sat twenty-four elders, 
clothed in white garments, with crowns of 

16 below. 
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APOCALYPSE 


Vision of the heavenly Court; the Lamb and the sealed Book 


5 gold on their heads. 1 Lightnings came out 
from the throne, and mutterings, and 
thunders, and before it burned seven 
lamps, which are the seven spirits of God; 

6 faring it was a whole sea of glass, like 
crystal. And in the midst, where the 
throne was, round the throne itself, were 
four living figures, that had eyes every¬ 
where to see before them and behind 

7 them. 2 The first figure was that of a lion, 
the second that of an ox, the third had a 
man’s look, and the fourth was that of an 

8 eagle in flight. Each of the four figures had 
six wings, with eyes everywhere looking 
outwards and inwards; day and night they 
cried unceasingly. Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord God, the Almighty, who ever was, 

s and is, and is still to come. And as often as 
these figures gave glory and honour and 
blessing to him who sat on the throne, who 

10 lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four 
elders fell down in worship before him who 
sat on the throne, who lives for ever and 
ever, and threw down their crowns before 

11 the throne, crying out, 3 Thou, our Lord 
God, claimest as thy due glory and honour 
and power; by thee all things were created; 
nothing ever was, nothing was ever created, 
but in obedience to thy will. 

And now I saw that he who sat OD-the 
throne carried in his right hand a 
scroll. The inside of the page and the out¬ 
side were both written on, and it was sealed 

2 with seven seals. And I saw an angel of 
sovereign strength, who was crying in a 
loud voice, Who claims the right to open 

3 the book, and break the seals on it? But 
there was no one in heaven, or on earth, or 
under the earth, who could open the scroll 

4 and have sight of it. I was all in tears, that 
none should be found worthy to open the 

5 scroll or have sight of it; until one of the 
elders said to me. No need for tears; here 
is one who has gained the right to open the 


book, by breaking its seven seals, the Lion 
that comes from the tribe of Juda, from the 
stock of David. Then I saw, in the midst, 
where the throne was, amid the four figures 
and the elders, a Lamb standing upright, 
yet slain (as I thought) in sacrifice. He had 
seven horns, and seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God, that go out to do his 
bidding everywhere on earth. He now 
came, and took the scroll from the right 
hand of him who sat on the throne, and 
when he disclosed it, 4 the four living figures 
and the twenty-four elders fell down in the 
Lamb’s presence. Each bore a harp, and 
they had golden bowls full of incense, the 
prayers of the saints. And now it was a 
new hymn they sang. Thou, Lord, an 
worthy to take up the book and break the 
seals that are on it. Thou wast slain in sacri¬ 
fice; out of every tribe, every language, 
every people, every nation thou hast ran¬ 
somed us with thy blood and given us to 
God. 5 Thou hast made us a royal race of 
priests, to serve God; we shall reign as 
kings over the earth. Then I heard, in my 
vision, the voices of a multitude of angels, 
standing on every side of the throne, where 
the living figures and the elders were, in 
thousands of thousands, 6 and crying aloud, 
Power and Godhead, wisdom and strength, 
honour and glory and blessing are his by 
right, the Lamb that was slain. 7 And every 
creature in heaven and on earth, and under 
the earth, and on the sea, and all that is in 
it, 8 I heard crying out together, Blessing 
and honour and glory and power, through 
endless ages, to him who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb. Then the four living 
figures said, Amen; and the twenty-four 
elders fell prostrate, worshipping him who 
lives for ever and ever. 9 

5 Then, in my vision, the Lamb broke 
open one of the seven seals, and with 
that I heard one of the four living figures 


1 The word ‘ elders' here may also be translated ‘ presbyters 2 Cf. Ez. I. 5-11. These figures were 

identified by some of the earliest Christian writers as representing the four Evangelists. 3 w. 5-10: 

All the verbs in these sentences, except one, are in past tenses, according to out version. The Greek, and 
some manuscripts of the Latin, give the present tense in verses 5-8, the future in verses 9 and 10. 

4 ‘Disclosed’; it is not clear in what sense. The Greek manuscripts have ‘took it up’. 5 w. 9, 10: 

Some of the Greek manuscripts have ‘them’, and ‘they’ instead of ‘us’ and ‘we . 6 The Greek 

has, ‘in T<n thousands of t en thousands and thousands of thousands’. 7 ‘Godhead’; the Greek here 

has ‘riches’, and it seems likely that the Latin version arose from a faulty reading. 8 ‘And on 

the sea, and all that is in it'; this is perhaps the best account to give of the Larin text here, but it is curious 
that ‘on’ and ‘in’ should be rendered by the same preposition in Latin. The Greek text seems to be ‘every 
creature in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and on the sea, and all that is in them'; it is hard 
to see that the last six words add anything to the sense. 0 The last seven words of this verse are of 

doubtful authority in the Greek, and are missing in some Larin manuscripts. 
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APOCALYPSE 


The Four Horsemen; the sixth Seal; Count of the Redeemed 


say, in a voice like thunder, Come and 
look. 1 So I looked, and saw there a white 
horse, whose rider carried a bow; a crown 
was given him, and he rode out victorious, 
and to win victory. And when he broke the 
second seal, I heard the second figure say, 
Come and look; and a second horse came 
out, fiery-red, whose rider was empowered 
to take away all peace from the world, bid¬ 
ding men slay one another; and a great 
sword was given to him. And when he 
broke the third seal, I heard the third 
figure say, Come and look; so I looked, and 
saw there a black horse, whose rider car¬ 
ried in his hand a pair of scales; I thought, 
too, I heard a voice that came from where 
the living figures were. A silver piece, it 
said, for a quart of wheat, a silver piece for 
three quarts of barley; but do the wine and 
the oil no hurt. 2 And when he broke the 
fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth 
living figure say. Come and look. So I 
looked, and saw there a cream-white horse; 
its rider was called Death, and Hell went 
at his bridle-rein; he was allowed to have 
his way with all the four quarters of the 
world, killing men by the sword, by 
famine, by plague, and through wild beasts 
that roam the earth. And when he broke 
the fifth seal, I saw there, beneath the altar, 
the souls of all who had been slain for love 
of God’s word and of the truth they held, 
crying out with a loud voice, Sovereign 
Lord, the holy, the true, how long now 
before thou wilt sit in judgement, and 
exact vengeance for our blood from all 
those who dwell on earth? Whereupon a 
white robe was given to each of them, and 
they were bidden to take their rest a little 
while longer, until their number had been 
made up by those others, their brethren 
and fellow-servants, who were to die as 
they had died. Then, in my vision, he 
broke the sixth seal; and with that there 
was a great earthquake, and the sun grew 
dark as sackcloth, and the whole moon 
blood-red; the stars of heaven fell to earth, 
like unripe fruit shaken from a fig-tree, 
when a high wind rocks it; the sky folded 
up like a scroll, and disappeared; no moun¬ 
tain, no island, but was removed from its 


place. The kings of the world with their 15 
noblemen and their captains, men of 
wealth and of strength, all alike, slaves and 
free men, took shelter in caves and rock- 
fastnesses among the hills. Fall on us, they 16 
said to the hills and the rocks, and hide us 
from the presence of him who sits on the 
throne, and from the vengeance of the 
Lamb. Which of us can stand his ground, 17 
now that the great day, the day of their 
vengeance, has come? 3 

7 And now I saw four angels, standing 
at the world’s four comers, and hold¬ 
ing back the four winds of the world, so 
that no wind should blow on land or sea, 
or upon any of the trees. And I saw a 2 
second angel coming up from the east, 
with the seal of the living God. And he 
cried out with a loud voice to the four 
angels who were empowered to lay waste 
land and sea; Do not lay waste land or sea 3 
or wood, until we have put a seal on the 
foreheads of those who serve our God. 
Then I heard the count of those who were a 
sealed, a hundred and forty-four thousand 
of them, taken from every tribe of the sons 
of Israel. Twelve thousand were sealed 5 
from the tribe of Juda, twelve thousand 
from the tribe of Ruben, twelve thousand 
from the tribe of Gad; twelve thousand 6 
from the tribe of Nephthali, twelve 
thousand from the tribe of Aser, twelve 
thousand from the tribe of Manasses; 
twelve thousand from the tribe of Simeon, 7 
twelve thousand from the tribe of Levi, 
twelve thousand from the tribe of Issachar; 
twelve thousand from the tribe of Zabulon, s 
twelve thousand from the tribe of Joseph, 
twelve thousand from the tribe of Ben¬ 
jamin. 4 And then I saw a great multitude, 9 
past all counting, taken from all nations 
and tribes and peoples and languages. 
These stood before the throne in the 
Lamb’s presence, clothed in white robes, 
with palm-branches in their hands, and 10 
cried with a loud voice, To our God, who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, all 
saving power belongs. And all the angels n 
that were standing round the throne, 
round the elders and the living figures, fell 


1 'Come and look’; most of the Greek manuscripts, here and in the parallel passages lower down, 
have simply, ‘Come’. 2 These are famine pnces, at which a labourer would have to spend the 

whole of his day’s wages to provide bread for himself alone. 3 ‘Their vengeance’; the Greek manu¬ 
scripts have ‘his vengeance’. 4 w. 4-8; The list makes no mention of Dan; St Irenaeus and other 

authors think that this was because Antichrist was expected to come from that tribe, 
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APOCALYPSE The Martyrs; the seven Trumpets , the destroying Locusts 


prostiate before the throne and paid God 

12 worship; Amen, they cried, blessing and 
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 
honour and power and strength belong to 

13 our God through endless ages. Amen. And 
now one of the elders turned to me, and 
asW, Who are they, and whence do they 

14 come, these who are robed in white? My 
Lord, said I, thou canst tell me. These, he 
said, have come here out of the great afflic¬ 
tion; they hare washed their robes white 

is in the blood of the Lamb. And now they 
stand before God’s throne, serving him 
day and night in his temple; the presence 
of him who sits on the throne shall over* 

16 shadow them. They will not be hungry or 
thirsty any more; no sun, no noonday heat, 

17 shall fall across their path. The Lamb, who 
dwells where the throne is, will be their 
shepherd, leading them out to the springs 
whose water is life; and God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes. 

8 Then he broke open the seventh seal; 

and, for about half an hour, there was 
silence in heaven. 

2 And now I saw seven trumpets given to 
the seven angels who stand in God’s pre- 
3 sence. There was another angel that came 
and took his stand at the altar, with a censer 
of gold; and incense was given him in 
plenty, so that he could make an offering 
on the golden altar before the throne, out 
4 of the prayers said by all the saints. 1 So, 
fro m the angel’s hand, the smoke of the 
incense went up in God’s presence, kindled 
5 by the saints’ prayer. 2 Then the angel took 
his censer, filled it up with fire-brands from 
the altar, and threw it down on to the 
earth; thunder followed, and mutterings, 
6 and lighmmg j and a grrerr ea rrbq nakp And 
now the seven angels with the seven tram* 

7 pets made nprady m so und them W hen the 
first sounded, there was a storm of hail and 
fire, mingled with blood, that fell on the 
earth, burning up a thir d part of earth, 
burning up a third of the trees, burning up 
8 all the green grass on iL And when the 
second angel sounded, it was as if a great 
mountain, all in flanv^ fell rntn the sea, 
turning a third part of the sea into blood, 
9 and killing a third of all the cr eatur es that 


live in the sea, and wrecking a third of the 
ships. And when the third angel sounded, 
a great star fell from heaven, burning like 
a torch, fell upon a third part of the rivers, 
and on the springs of water. The name of 
this star is Wormwood; and it changed a 
third of the water into wormwood, till 
many died of drinking the water, so bitter 
had it become. And when the fourth angel 
sounded, a third of the sun and a third of 
the moon and a third of the stars were 
smitten with darkness, so that the day must 
go without light for a third of its length, 
and the nighr too. And I heard, in my 
vision, words spoken by an eagle that flew 
across the middle part of heaven, crying 
aloud. Woe, woe, woe to all that dwell on 
earth, when those other calls are sounded 
by the three angels whose tr ump ets have 
yet to sound. 

9 And when the fifth angel sounded, 
I saw where a star had fallen from 
heaven to earth. This star was entrusted 
with the key of that shaft which leads to the 
abyss. So it opened the shaft which leads 
to the abyss, and smoke rose from the shaft 
as smoke rises from a great furnace, dll the 
smoke rising from the shaft darkened both 
the sun and the air. And out of the smoke 
a swarm of locusts spread over the world, 
endowed with such power for mischief as 
sc orpi ons have on earth; they were not to 
injure the grass on the land, the green 
things that grew there, or the trees; they 
were to arrack men, such men as did not 
bear God’s mark on their foreheads. These 
they had no power to kill, only to inflict 
pain on them during a space of five 
months; such pain as a man feels when he 
has been stung by a scorpion. (When those 
days come, men will be looking for the 
mgmc of death, and there will be no find¬ 
ing it; longing to die, and death will always 
give them the slip.) The semblance erf 
these locusts was that of horses capa¬ 
risoned for war; on their heads they wore 
a kind of circlet that shone like gold, and 
their faces were like human faces; they 
bad hafr like women’s hair, and teeth like 
licwis’ teeth. They wore breastplates that 
mi ght have been of iron, and the noise of 


1 ‘Make an offering.. .oat of the prayers’; in the Greek, ‘pat it npan the pra yers’, which are thus 
rppwnmi b bve onah in the zngefs rHTTTTHlr 2 ‘Kindksi by’, literally ‘ from 1 ; the Greek phrase 

scqqs cd mean npoo # 
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APOCALYPSE 


The Horses and their Riders; a fresh Revelation promised 


their wings was like the noise of chariots, 
drawn at full speed by many horses into 

10 battle. It was their tails and the stings in 
their tails that made them like scorpions, 
and with these they were empowered to do 
men hurt for a space of five months. And 

11 they fought under a king; their king was 
the angel of the abyss, whose name in He¬ 
brew is Abaddon, in Greek Apollyon, that 

12 is, in Latin, the Exterminator . 1 Of the 
three woes that were pronounced, one is 
now past; the two others are still to come. 

13 And when the sixth angel sounded, I 
heard a voice that came from the four cor¬ 
ners of the golden altar which stands in the 

M presence of God. It said to the sixth angel, 
as he stood there with his trumpet, Release 
the four angels who are imprisoned by the 

is great river, the river Euphrates. So these 
were released, four angels who were wait¬ 
ing for the year, the month, the day, the 
hour, when they were to destroy a third 

16 part of mankind. And the muster of the 
armies that followed them on horseback 
(for I heard their muster called) was twenty 

17 thousand armies of ten thousand. This is 
what I saw in my vision of the horses and 
of their riders; the riders had breast-plates 
of fiery red, and blue, and brimstone yel¬ 
low, and the horses’ heads seemed like the 
heads of lions, with fire and smoke and 
brimstone coming out of their mouths. 

18 This fire, this smoke, this brimstone that 
came out of their mouths were three 
plagues, from which a third part of man- 

19 kind perished. The power these horses 
have to do mischief lies in their mouths 
and in their tails; their tails are like ser¬ 
pents, with serpents’ heads, and they use 

20 them to do hurt. The rest of mankind, that 
did not perish by these plagues, would not 
turn away from the things their own hands 
had fashioned; still worshipped evil spirits, 
false gods of gold and silver and brass and 
stone and wood, that can neither see, nor 

21 hear, nor move. Nor would they repent of 
the murders, the sorceries, the fornica¬ 
tions, and the thefts which they corn- 
mined. 

And now I saw a second angel of 
sovereign strength co min g down 
from heaven, with a cloud for his vesture, 


and a rainbow about his head; with a face 
bright as the sun, and legs like pillars of 
fire. He carried in his hand an open book. 2 
Setting his right foot on the sea, and his 
left on the dry land, he cried with a loud 3 
voice, like the roaring of a lion; and as he 
cried, the seven thunders of heaven made 
their voices heard. And I, when the seven 4 
thunders had finished their utterance, was 
making as if to write it down, when I heard 
a voice say from heaven, Do not write 
down the message of the seven thunders, 
keep it sealed. Then that angel, whom I 5 
had already seen with his feet on the sea 
and on the dry land, lifted up his right 
hand towards heaven, and swore an oath 6 
by him who lives through endless ages, 
who made heaven and all that is in heaven, 
earth and all that is on earth, the sea and all 
that is in the sea. He swore that there 
should be no more waiting; 2 when the 7 
time came for the seventh angel to make 
himself heard, as he stood ready to sound 
his trumpet, God’s secret design, made 
known by his servants the prophets, would 
be accomplished. Then once more I heard s 
the voice speaking to me from heaven, 
thus: Go and take the open book from the 
hand of that angel, whose feet are on the 
sea and on the dry land. So I went to the 9 
angel, bidding him give me the book. Take 
it, he said, and eat it; it will turn thy belly 
sour, though in thy mouth it be as sweet as 
honey. So I took the book from the angel’s 10 
hand and ate it; it was sweet as honey in 
my mouth, but my belly turned sour once 
I had eaten it. Then he said to me, Thou 11 
art to make a fresh prophecy, which con¬ 
cerns many peoples, many races, many 
languages, and many kings. 

n Then I was given a reed, shaped like 
a wand, and word came to me, Up, 
and measure God’s temple, and the altar, 
and reckon up those who worship in it. 
But leave out of thy reckoning the court 2 
which is outside the temple; do not mea¬ 
sure that, because it has been made over to 
the Gentiles, who will tread the holy city 
under foot for the space of forty-two 
months. Meanwhile I will give the power 3 
of prophecy to my two witnesses; for 
twelve hundred and sixty days they shall 


1 The Latin equivalent is not given here by the Greek manuscripts. 2 ‘No more waiting’; literally, 
‘no more time', In which sense many commentators have understood the passage. 
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The two Witnesses; the Woman with the Crown of Stars 


4 prophesy, dressed in sackcloth; 1 these are 
the two olive-trees, the two candlesticks 
thou knowest of, that stand before him who 

5 is Lord of the earth. 2 Does anyone try to 
hurt them? Fire will come out from their 
mouths and devour such enemies of theirs; 
that will be the end of all who 07 to do 

6 them hurt. These two have it in their 
power to shut the doors of heaven, and let 
no rain fall during the days of their mi¬ 
nistry ; they can turn the waters into blood, 
and smite the earth with any other plague, 

7 whenever they will. 3 Then, when they 
have borne me witness to the full, the beast 
which comes up out of the abyss will make 
war on them, and defeat and kill them. 

8 Their bodies will lie in the open street, in 
that great city which is called Sodom or 
Egypt in the language of prophecy; there, 

9 too, their Lord was crucified. For three 
days and a half, men of every tribe and 
people and language and race will gaze at 
their bodies, those bodies to which they 

10 refuse burial; and all who dwell on earth 
will triumph over them, and take their 
ease, and send presents to one another; 
such a torment were these two prophets to 

11 all that dwell on the earth. Then, after 
three and a half days, by God’s gift the 
breath of life entered into them, and they 
rose to their feet, while great dread fell on 

12 all who watched them. 4 Then they heard 
a loud voice from heaven, Come up to my 
side; and, while their enemies watched 
them, they went up, amid the clouds, to 

13 heaven. At that hour there was a great 
earthquake, which overthrew a tenth of the 
city; the count of those who were killed by 
the earthquake was seven thousand, and 
the rest were filled with dread, and acknow- 

14 ledged the glory of God in heaven. So the 
second of the three woes that were pro¬ 
nounced is past, and the third will come 
speedily. 

15 Then the seventh angel sounded, and 
with that, a great cry was. raised in heaven, 
The dominion of the world has passed to 
the Lord of us all, and to Christ his 
anointed; he shall reign for ever and ever, 

16 Amen. And the twenty-four elders who 
sit enthroned in God’s presence fell pros¬ 


trate, worshipping God and crying out, 
Lord God Almighty, who art, and ever 17 
wast, and art still to come, we give thee 
thanks for assuming that high sovereignty 
which belongs to thee, and beg innin g thy 
reign. The heathen have vented their rage is 
upon us, but now the day of thy retribution 
has come; the time when thou wilt judge 
the dead, rewarding thy servants, prophets 
and holy men and all who fear thy name, 
little or great, and destroying the cor¬ 
rupters of the world. After this, God’s 19 
heavenly temple was thrown open, and the 
ark of the covenant was plain to view, 
standing in his temple; and there were 
lightnings, and mutterings, and an earth¬ 
quake, and a great storm of hail. 

And now, in heaven, a great portent 
appeared; a woman that wore the 
sun for her mantle, with the moon under 
her feet, and a crown of twelve stars about 
her head. She had a child in her womb, 2 
and was crying out as she travailed, in great 
pain of her delivery. Then a second portent i 
appeared in heaven; a great dragon was 
there, fiery-red, with seven heads and ten 
horns, and on each of the seven heads a 
royal diadem; his tail dragged down a third 4 
part of the stars in heaven, and flung them 
to earth. And he stood fronting the woman 
who was in childbirth, ready to swallow up 
the child as soon as she bore it. She bore 5 
a son, the son who is to herd the nations 
like sheep with a crook of iron; and this 
child of hers was caught up to God, right 
up to his throne, while the mother fled into & 
the wilderness, where God had prepared 
a place of refuge for her, and there, for 
twelve hundred and sixty days, she is to be 
kept safe. 

Fierce war broke out in heaven, where 7 
Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon. The dragon and his angels fought 
on their part, but could not win the day, 8 
or stand their ground in heaven any longer; 
the great dragon, serpent of the primal age, 9 
was flung down to earth; he whom we all 
the devil, or Satan, the whole world’s se¬ 
ducer, flung down to earth, and his angels 
with him. Then I heard a voice crying 10 


1 m. 2 , 3: The forty-two months, or twelve hundred and sixty days, represent three and a half years. 
These, with the three end a half days of verse xi, recall the ‘time, rimes, and half a time’ of Dan. 12. 7 
(cf. 12. 14 below). 2 Cf. Zach. 4. 3 and following. 3 Cf. Jas. 5. 17; Ex. 7. 20. « The 

language of prophecy is here exchanged for that of narrative, the Apostle being so absorbed by his vision 
that he feds plunged, as it were, into the events he is describing. 
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The Dragon thwarted; the great Beast and its Prophet 


aloud in heaven, The time has come; now 
we are saved and made strong, our God 
reigns, and power belongs to Christ, his 
anointed; the accuser of our brethren is 
overthrown. Day and night he stood ac- 

11 cusing them in God’s presence; but be¬ 
cause of the Lamb’s blood and because of 
the truth to which they bore witness, they 
triumphed over him, holding their lives 

12 cheap till death overtook them. Rejoice 
over it, heaven, and all you that dwell in 
heaven; but woe to you, earth and sea, now 
that the devil has come down upon you, 
full of malice, because he knows how brief 

13 is the time given him. So the dragon, find¬ 
ing himself cast down to earth, went in 

E ursuit of the woman, the boy’s mother; 

ut the woman was given two wings, such 
as the great eagle has, to speed her flight 
into the wilderness, to her place of refuge, 
where for a year, and two years, and half 
a year she will be kept hidden from the 
15 serpent’s view . 1 Thereupon the serpent 
sent a flood of water out of his mouth in 
pursuit of the woman, to carry her away on 
16 its tide; but earth came to the woman’s 
rescue. The earth gaped wide, and swal¬ 
lowed up this flood which the dragon had 
17 sent out of his mouth. So, in his spite 
against the woman, the dragon went else¬ 
where to make war on the rest of her 
children, the men who keep God’s com¬ 
mandments, and hold fast to the truth con- 
18 ceming Jesus. And he stood there waiting 
on the sea beach. 1 

And out of the sea, in my vision, 
a beast came up to land, with ten 
horns and seven heads, and on each of its 
ten homs a royal diadem; and the names 
it bore on its heads were names of blas- 
2 phemy. This beast which I saw was like a 
leopard, but it had bear’s feet and a lion’s 
mouth. To it the dragon gave the strength 
3 that was his, and great dominion. One of 
its heads, it seemed, had been mortally 
wounded, but this deadly wound had been 
healed. And now the whole world went 
a after the beast in admiration, fallin g down 
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and praising the dragon for giving the 
beast all this dominion; praising the beast 
too. Who is a match for the beast? they 
asked; Who is fit to make war upon him? 
And he was given power of speech, to boast 5 
and to blaspheme with, and freedom to 
work his will for a space of forty-two 
months. So he began to utter blasphemy 6 
against God, blasphemy against his name, 
against his dwelling-place and all those 
who dwell in heaven. He was allowed, too, 7 
to levy war on the saints, and to triumph 
over them. The dominion given to him 
extended over all tribes and peoples and 
languages and races; all the dwellers on 8 
earth fell down in adoration of him, except 
those whose names the Lamb has written 
down in his book of life, the Lamb slain in 
sacrifice ever since the world was made. 
Listen to this, you that have ears to hear 9 
with. The captors will go into captivity; 10 
he who slays with the sword must himself 
be slain with the sword. Such good ground 
have the saints for their endurance, and for 
their faithfulness. 3 

Then, from the land itself, I saw another 11 
beast come up; it had two homs like a 
lamb’s horns, but it roared like a dragon. 
And it stood in the presence of the former 12 
beast, to carry out all that it was em¬ 
powered to do, bidding the world and all 
its inhabitants worship the former beast, 
that beast whose deadly wound was healed. 
Such wonders could it accomplish, that it 13 
brought down fire, before men’s eyes, from 
heaven to earth; and by these wonders, u 
which it was enabled to do in its master’s 
presence, it deluded the inhabitants of the 
world, bidding those who dwell in it set up 
an image to that beast which was smitten 
with the sword, and hved. 4 Further, it was 15 
able to put life into that beast’s image, so 
that even the beast’s image uttered speech; 
and if anyone refused to worship the image 
of the beast, it had him put to death. All 16 
alike, little and great, rich and poor, free 
men and slaves, must receive a mark from 
him on their right hands, or on their fore¬ 
heads, and none might buy or sell, unless 17 



1 Literally, ‘a time, times, and half a time’ (but cf. verse 6 above), the mystical reckoning of Daniels 
vision (7. 25). 2 Some manuscripts read ‘I stood’ for ‘he stood’. 3 The reading here is un¬ 

certain, both in the Greek and in the Latin. It is probable that the first clause means, ‘He who is marked 
out for captivity, must go into captivity’, and possible that the following clause means, ‘and he who is 
marked out for death, must go to his death’; cf. Jer. 15. 2. In that case, the sense is that Christians must 
submit to persecution without resistancej and the last part of the sentence should be rendered, ‘Such ar« 
the endurance and the faithfulness which belong to the saints’. * w. 8-14: The Greek here (except 

in verse 11) gives the verbs in the present or future, not in the past tense. 
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Mark of the Beast; the Harvest and the Vintage 
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he carried this mark, which was the beast’s 
name, or the number that stands for his 

is name. Here is room for discernment; let 
the reader, if he has the skill, cast up the 
sum of the figures in the beast’s name, after 
our human fashion, and the number will 
be six hundred and sixty-six. 1 

Then I looked, and saw where the 
Lamb stood on mount Sion, amidst 
a company of a hundred and forty-four 
thousand, with his name, and his Father’s 

2 name, written on their foreheads. And I 
heard a sound from heaven, louder than 
water in full flood, or heavy thunder. This 
sound which I heard seemed to come from 

3 harpers, playing on their harps, as they 
sang a new song, there before the throne, 
and the living figures, and the elders. It 
was a song none else might learn to sing 
but the hundred and forty-four thousand 

4 that were ransomed from the earth. These 
have kept their virginity undefiled by the 
touch of woman; these are the Lamb’s 
attendants, wherever he goes; these have 
been ransomed for God and the Lamb as 

5 the first-fruits of mankind. Falsehood was 
not found on their lips; they stand there 
untainted before the throne of God. 

6 I saw, too, another angel flying in mid¬ 
heaven, carrying with him a final gospel to 
preach to all those who dwell on the earth, 
to every race and tribe and language and 

7 people. 3 Fear the Lord, he cried aloud, 
and give him the praise; the hour of his 
judgement has come. Fall down before 
him who made heaven and earth, and the 

e sea, and the springs of water. A second 
angel followed, who cried out, Babylon, 
great Babylon has fallen; she who made all 
the nations drunk with the maddening 

9 wine of her fornication. And these were 
followed by a third angel, who cried aloud. 
Whoever worships the beast and his image, 
or wears the beast’s mark on forehead or 

10 hand, he too shall drink; but the wine he 
shall drink is God’s anger, untempered 
wine poured out in the cup of his ven¬ 
geance. Fire and brimstone shall be his 


torment, in the presence of the holy angels, 
in the presence of the Lamb. The smoke 
of their torment goes up for ever and ever; 
day and night no rest is theirs, who wor¬ 
shipped the beast and his image, who bore 
the mark of his name. This is the test which 
the saints endure, keeping true to God’s 
commandment, and the faith of Jesus. 
I heard a voice, too, from heaven, Write 
thus: Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord. Yes, for ever henceforward, the 
Spirit says; they are to have rest from their 
labours; but the deeds they did in life go 
with them now. 3 

Then, in my vision, a white cloud ap¬ 
peared; and on this cloud sat one who 
seemed like a son of man, with a crown of 
gold on his head, and a sharp sickle in his 
hand. And now, from the temple, came 
another angel, crying out to him who sat on 
the cloud, Put in thy sickle, and reap; the 
crop of earth is dry, and the time has come 
to reap it. So he who sat on the cloud put 
in his sickle, and earth’s harvest was 
reaped. Then another angel came from the 
heavenly temple; he too had a sharp sickle. 
And from the altar came another angel, the 
same that had power over the fire on it, 4 and 
cried aloud to the angel with the sharp 
sickle. Put in thy sharp sickle, and gather 
the grapes from earth’s vineyard; its clus¬ 
ters are ripe. So the angel put in his sickle 
over the earth, and gathered in earth’s 
vintage, which he threw into the great 
wine-press of God’s anger; and when the 
wine-press was trodden out, away from the 
city, blood came from the wine-press, and 
reached as high as a horse’s bridle, sixteen 
hundred furlongs off. 

This was another great portent I 
saw in heaven, and a strange one; 
seven angels, the bearers of seven plagues, 
those last plagues by which the vengeance 
of God is finally achieved. I saw, too, what 
might have been a sea of glass, tinged with 
fire. And by this sea of glass the victors 
were standing, safe now from the beast, 
and his image, and the mar k of his name. 


1 Both in Greek and in Hebrew, the letters of the alphabet are used for numerical figures. In Greek, 
the letters of Larinas, in Hebrew, the letters of Nero Caesar, would add up to the required sum, but these 
identifications are uncertain. 2 ‘ Final *; literally ‘eternal’. It is not clear why the ‘gospel’ preached 

by the angd is so described; bnt the context suggests that it is the last call to repentance which will be 
offered to men this side of etemirv. 3 Many commentators prefer to take 4 henceforward' as part of 

the previous sentence. 4 ‘Had power over the fire on it’; apparently a reference to 8. 5 above. 

Some would render ‘had power over fire’ in general; but it is difficult to see what relevance this has in 
the present context. 
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The seven Angels pour out their Cups; the three unclean Spirits 


3 with harps of God’s fashioning. Theirs is 
the song of God’s servant Moses, theirs is 
the song of the Lamb. Lord God almighty, 
they cry, the deeds thou doest are great and 
wonderful; King of all the ages, thy ways 

4 are just and true. 1 Lord, who alone art 
holy, who shall refuse reverence and glory 
to thy name? All the nations shall come 
and fall down before thee, now that thy 
just retribution has been made known. 

5 Then, as I looked, the tabernacle that bears 
record in heaven opened its inner shrine, 

6 and the seven angels who bear the seven 
plagues came out of the shrine, clad in 
pure white linen, with golden girdles at 

7 their breasts. And one of the four living 
figures gave to these seven angels seven 
golden cups, filled with the vengeance 
of God, who lives for ever and ever. 

8 Meanwhile, God’s majesty and power 
filled the whole shrine with smoke, so 
that none could enter the shrine until the 
plagues borne by the seven angels had run 
their course. 

Then I heard a loud voice coming 
from the shrine, that said to the 
seven angels, Go and pour out the seven 

2 cups of God’s vengeance on the earth. The 
first angel went on his errand, pouring out 
his cup on to the earth; whereupon an ulcer 
broke out, malignant and troublesome, 
upon all the men who bore the beast’s 

a mark, and worshipped his image. And the 
second angel poured out his cup over the 
sea, where it turned into blood, as if mur¬ 
der had been done there till every living 

4 creature in the sea was dead. And the 
third poured out his cup over the rivers 
and the springs of water, where it turned 

5 into blood. Then I heard the angel of the 
waters cry out, Holy thou art, O Lord, and 
wast ever holy, and this is a just award of 

6 thine, blood to drink for those who have 
shed the blood of thy saints and prophets; 

7 it is their due. I heard another, too, saying 
from the altar, Yes, the judgements thou 
dost pronounce, Lord God almighty, are 

8 true and just . 2 The fourth angel poured 


APOCALYPSE 

out his cup over the sun, which thereupon 
was given power to afflict mankind with 
burning heat; and in the great heat which 9 
burned them, men blasphemed the name 
of God, who disposes of these plagues, in¬ 
stead of repenting, and giving praise to 
him. And the fifth angel poured out his io 
cup where the beast’s throne was; and with 
that, all the beast’s kingdom was turned 
into darkness, in which men sat biting 
their tongues for pain, finding cause to u 
blaspheme the God of heaven in their 
pains and their ulcers, instead of finding 
cause for repentance in their ill deeds. And 12 
the sixth angel poured out his cup over the 
great river Euphrates, whose waters dried 
up, to make a passage for the kings that 
march from the East. 

Then, in my vision, three unclean spirits 13 
appeared in the form of frogs; one from the 
mouth of the dragon, one from the mouth 
of the beast, and one from the mouth of his 
false prophet . 3 These are devilish spirits m 
that can do miracles, and find access to all 
the kings of the world, bidding them meet 
in battle when the great day comes, the day 
of almighty God. (Behold, I come as the 15 
thief comes; blessed is he that keeps watch, 
and is ready clad, so that he has no need 
to go naked, and be ashamed in men’s 
sight.) 4 The place where they are bidden 16 
to meet is the place called in Hebrew, 
Armagedon . 5 

And the seventh angel poured out his 17 
cup over the air. Then a loud voice came 
out of the shrine, a voice which cried from 
the throne, It is over; and there were light- 18 
nings and mutterings and thunder, and a 
violent earthquake; since man came into 
the world there was never an earthquake so 
great and so violent as this. The great city 19 
broke in three pieces, while the cities of the 
heathen came down in ruins. And God did 
not forget to minister a draught of his wine, 
his avenging anger, to Babylon, the great 
city . 6 Gone were all the islands, and the 20 
mountains were no more to be seen. And 21 
hailstones as big as a talent-weight fell 
upon mankind out of heaven, till men 


The song of Moses’ refers presumably to Ex. 15. It is not clear whether ‘the song of the Lamb’ 
is a song inspired by the Lamb, or one which had the Lamb for its theme; in the latter case, it refers to 
5. 12 above. For ‘King of the ages' some of the best Greek manuscripts have ‘King of the nations’. 
2 ‘ I heard another, too, saying from the altar’; in the Greek, ‘I heard, too, the altar saying'. 3 ‘His 

false prophet’; that is, apparently, the second Beast (13. 11). 4 This verse is a parenthesis, which 

insists upon the suddenness of God’s visitations; cf. Mt. 24. 18; II Cor. <j. 3. 5 The Latin here has 

‘he will gather them’; in the Greek, 'they gathered them’. 6 ‘The great city’ may be Jerusalem 

(11 - 8)» but some commentators understand a double reference in this verse to Babylon, that is, Rome. 
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The Woman in Scarlet; the Beast with ten Homs 
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cursed God for his plague of had, so great 
it was, and so grierous. 

And now one of the angds that bear 
the seven cops came and spoke tp 
me. Come with me, he said, and I win 
shew thee how judgement is pronounced 
on the great hariot, that sits by the meeting- 

2 place of many rivers. The kings of the 
world have UMimiitted fornication with 
her; all the dwellers on earth have been 
drunk with the wine of her dalliance. 

3 Then, in a trance, he carried me off into the 
wilderness, where I saw a woman riding on 
a scarier beast, scrawled over with names 
of blasphemy; it had seven beads, and ten 

4 hams. The woman went dad in purple and 
scarlet, all hung about with gold and jewels 
and pearls, and held a golden cup in her 
hsmHj frill to the brim with those abomina¬ 
tions ofhers, with the lewdness of her har- 

5 lot’s ways. There was a tide written over 
her forehead, The mystic Babylon, great 
mother-dty of all harlots, and all that is 

e abominable on earth. I saw this woman 
drunk with the blood of saints, the blood 
of those who bore witness to Jesus; and I 
was filled with peat wonder at the sight. 

7 But the angd said to me. Why dost thou 
find cause for wonder? I will disdose to 
thee the mystery of this wuman, and of the 
beast she rides, with its seven heads and 

s ten boms. The beast thou sawest is that 
which lived once, and now is dead; socm it 
must rise from the abyss, and find its way 
to utter destruction. The sight of this beast 
which lived once, and now is dead, will 
strike awe into every dweller cm earth, ex¬ 
cept those whose names have been written, 
before the world was, in the book of life. 

9 Here is need for a discerning mind. These 
seven heads are seven hills; upon these the 
woman sits enthroned. They are also seven 

10 kings; of these, five have fallen already, 
one is reigning now; the last has not come 
yet, but when he does, his reign will be a 

11 short one. And the beast which lived once 
and now is dead must be reckoned as the 


to find its way to utter destruction . 1 And u 
the ten horns which thou sawest are ten 
kings, who have not yet received their royal 
tide, but are to enjoy such power as kings 
have, for one hour, in succession to the 
beast . 3 All of them have a single policy; ■) 
they surrender to the beast the power and 
the dominion which is theirs. And they u 
will fight against the Lamb, but the Lamb 
will have the mastery of them; he is Lord 
of all lords. King of all kings; whoever is 
called, is chosen, is faithful, will take his 
part. Then he told me. These waters in thy i« 
vision, at whose meeting the harlot shs 
enthroned, are all her peoples, nations, and 
languages. And the ten horns, which the a 
beast had in thy vision, will become the 
harlot’s enemies; they will lay her waste, 
and strip her quite bare, eat her flesh away, 
and then bum down what is left of her . 3 
God has put it into their hearts to carry it 
out his design, »ud to give their dominion 
over to the beast, so that at last all the 
words of God may be fulfilled. And as 
for the woman of thy vision, she is that 
great dty that bears rule over the rulers of 
the earth. 

After this I saw another angel, en¬ 
trusted with gre at power, come 
down from heaven; earth shone with the 
glory of his presence. And he cried aloud, i 
Babylon, gre at Babylon is fallen; she has 
become the abode of devils, the stronghold 
of all unclean spirits, the eyrie of all birds 
that are undean and hareful to man. The j 
whole world has drunk the maddening 
wine of her fornication; the kings of the 
earth have lived in dalliance with her, and 
its merchants have grown rich through her 
reckless pleasures. And now I heard an- 4 
other voice from heaven say. Come out of 
her, my people, that you may not be in¬ 
volved in her guilt, nor share the plagues 
that fall upon her. Her guilt mounts up to ? 
heaven; the Lord has kept her sins in re¬ 
membrance. Deal with her as she has dealt « 
with you; repay her twice over for all she 
has dene amiss; brew double measure for 


eighth, yet it is one of the seven; now it is 

1 vc. S, ii : It has been conjectured that the serai kings are the e mp erors Augustas, Tiberius, Gaius, 
Mao, Ve spasian , and Titos (Galbs, Otfao, ViteOins as usurpers). There 

scans to hare been a legend thwr Nod was not really dead, or p e rhap s would come to life again; 

be would be cif tfae s e rai bxm! ret, as r eu mnme , cornu as an fjghrh if rhK mf irpr rt a rinrt is 
nbt, the present passage seems id to tfae short reign ot Tims as rh** se v a ufa king, and to identify 

hn successor, D ornggn , as a reincarnation ot Kero, whose persecuting policy he revived- 1 ‘In 

m Truro to tfae beast*; the Greek ‘tr ygrhgr with rhr beast*. * 'The ten beans, which the beast 
had m thy tbod’; the Greek has, ‘the tm bon a m thy vision, with the beast*. 
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The Doom of Babylon , and the Lament made over it 


her in the cup she has brewed for others; 1 
7 requite her with anguish and sorrow for all 
her pride and luxury. She tells herself. 
Here I sit enthroned like a queen; widow¬ 
hood is not for me, I shall never know what 
s it is to mourn; and all her plagues shall 
come upon her in one day, death and 
mourning and famine, and she will be 
burned to the ground; such power has the 
9 God who is her judge. How they will weep 
over her and beat their breasts, those kings 
of the earth who once lived in dalliance and 
took their pleasures with her, as they see 

10 the smoke rise where she bums! Standing 
at a distance, for fear of sharing her punish¬ 
ment, they will cry out, Alas, Babylon the 
great, alas, Babylon the strong, in one brief 

11 hour judgement has come upon thee! And 
all the merchants of the world will weep 
and mourn over her; who will buy their 

ia merchandise now? Their cargoes of gold 
and silver, of precious stone and pearl, of 
lawn and purple, of silk and scarlet; all the 
citrus wood, the work in ivory and precious 

13 stone and brass and iron and marble; cin¬ 
namon and balm, perfume and myrrh and 
incense, wine and oil and wheat and fine 
flour, cattle and sheep and horses and 
chariots, and men’s bodies, and men’s 

14 souls. 1 It is gone from thee, the harvest thy 
soul longed for; all that gaiety and glory is 
lost to thee, and shall never be seen any 

is more. The merchants that grew rich from 
such traffic will stand at a distance from 
her, for fear of sharing her punishment, 

16 weeping and mourning; Alas, they will 
say, alas for the great city, that went clad 
in lawn and purple and scarlet, all hung 

n about with gold and jewels and pearls; in 
one brief hour all that wealth has vanished. 
The sea-captains, too, and all that sail be¬ 
tween ports, the mariners and all who make 
their living from the sea, stood at a dis - 

18 tance, 3 crying out, as they saw the smoke 
rise where she was burning, What city can 

I? compare with this great city? They poured 
dust on their heads, and cried aloud, weep¬ 
ing and mourning, Alas, alas for the great 
city, whose magnificence brought wealth 
to all that had ships at sea; in one brief hour 


she is laid waste. Triumph, heaven, over 20 
her fall, triumph, you saints in heaven, 
apostles and prophets; God has avenged 
you on her. 

And now an angel, of sovereign strength, 21 
lifted up a stone like a great mill-stone and 
cast it into the sea, crying out, So, with one 
crash of ruin, will Babylon fall, the great 
city, and there will be no trace of her any 
more. Never again will men listen there 22 
to the music of harper and of minstrel, of 
flute-player and trumpeter; never again 
will the craftsmen of all those crafts be 
found in thee, never again the grinding of 
a mill heard in thee; never again the light 23 
of lamps shining, never again the voice of 
bridegroom and of bride. Once the great 
men of the earth were thy purveyors; once 
thy sorceries bewitched the world. The 24 
blood of prophet and saint lay at her doors; 
the blood of all that were ever slain on the 
earth. 

After this I heard, as it seemed, the 
voices of coundess multitudes cry¬ 
ing out in heaven, Alleluia; salvation and 
glory and power belong to our God; his 2 
sentence is ever true and just, and now he 
has given sentence against the great harlot, 
who poisoned the earth with her harlot’s 
ways; now he has called her to account for 
the blood of his servants. And again they 3 
cried, Alleluia, the smoke of her burning 
goes up everlastingly . 4 Then the twenty- 4 
four elders and the four living figures fell 
down and worshipped God, where he sits 
enthroned, crying, Amen, Alleluia. And a 5 
voice came from the throne, which said, 
Praise our God, all you that are his ser¬ 
vants, and all you that fear him, litde and 
great alike; whereupon I heard, as it 6 
seemed, the noise of a great multitude, like 
the noise of water in flood, or the noise of 
deep thunder, as they cried out, Alleluia, 
the Lord our God, the Almighty, has 
claimed his kingdom; let us rejoice and 7 
triumph and give him the praise; the time 
has come for the wedding-feast of the 
Lamb. His bride has clothed herself in 
readiness for it; hers it is to wear linen of 8 



1 ‘As she has dealt with you’; in the Greek, ‘as she has dealt with others’. If the sentence be under¬ 
stood in this^ way, it is best to regard it as addressed to the angels in heaven, not to the martyrs. 
1 The word ‘balm’ is omitted, probably by an error of printing, in the Clementine edition of the 
Vulgate. J * Between ports { \ literally, ‘to a place’, according to the Greek. Some Latin manuscripts 

have to the lake’, apparently through the misreading of a single letter. 4 It is not certain that the 

words ‘the smoke of her burning goes up everlastingly’ are represented as part of the triumph-song. 
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The Rider on the white Horse; the Dragon is chained up 


APOCALYPSE 

shining white, the merits of the saints are 
her linen. 1 

s» And now the angel said to me, Write 
thus: Blessed are those who are bidden to 
the Lamb’s wedding-feast. All this is true, 

io he said; it is God’s own utterance. There¬ 
upon I fell at his feet, to worship him. But 
he said, Never that; keep thy worship for 
God; I am only thy fellow-servant, one of 
those brethren of thine who hold fast the 
truth concerning Jesus. It is the truth con¬ 
cerning Jesus that inspires all prophecy. 1 

j i Then, in my vision, heaven opened, and 

I saw a white horse appear. Its rider bore 
for his title, the Faithful, the True; he 
judges and goes to battle in the cause of 

t2 right. His eyes were like flaming fire, and 
on his brow were many royal diadems; the 
name written there is one that only he 

13 knows. He went clad in a garment deep 
dyed with blood, and the name by which 

14 he is called is the Word of God; the armies 
of heaven followed him, mounted on white 
horses, and clad in linen, white and clean. 

15 From his mouth came a two-edged sword, 
ready to smite the nations; he will herd 
them like sheep with a crook of iron. He 
treads out for them the wine-press, whose 
wine is the avenging anger of almighty 

16 God. 3 And this title is written on his 
cloak, over his thigh, The King of kings, 
and the Lord of lords. 

17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun’s 
orb, who cried aloud to all the birds that 
hovered in mid-air, Come and gather at 

is God’s great feast, where you shall eat the 
flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh 
of the strong, the flesh of horses and their 
riders, the flesh of all mankind, free men 

19 and slaves, the little and the great. And 
then I saw the beast and the kings of the 
earth muster their armies, to join battle 
with the rider on the white horse and the 

20 army which followed him. The beast was 


made prisoner, and with it the false pro¬ 
phet that did miracles in its presence, de¬ 
luding all those who bore the beast’s mark 
and worshipped its image; and both were 
thrown alive into the fiery lake that burns 
with brimstone. All the rest were slain by 
the sword of that horseman, the sword that 
comes from his mouth; and all the birds 
feasted on the carrion, and had their fill. 

I saw, too, an angel come down 
from heaven, with the key of the 
abyss in his hand, and a great chain. He 
made prisoner of the dragon, serpent of the 
primal age, whom we call the devil, or 
Satan, and put him in bonds for a thousand 
years, thrusting him down to the abyss and 
locking him in there, and setting a seal over 
him. He was not to delude the world any 
more until the thousand years were over; 
then, for a short time, he is to be released. 
Then I saw thrones prepared for those to 
whom judgement was committed; I saw 
the souls of all those who went to execution 
for love of the truth concerning Jesus, and 
of God’s word, and all who would not wor¬ 
ship the beast, or its image, or bear its mark 
on their foreheads and their hands. These 
were endowed with life, and reigned as 
kings with Christ for a thousand years; but 
the rest of the dead remained lifeless while 
the thousand years lasted. Such is the first 
resurrection. 4 Blessed and holy is his lot 
who has a share in this first resurrection; 
over such the second death has no power, 
they will be priests of God, priests of 
Christ; all those thousand years they will 
reign with him. Then, when the thousand 
years are over, Satan will be let loose from 
his prison, and will go out to seduce the 
nations that live at the four corners of the 
earth—that is the meaning of Gog and 
Magog—and muster them for battle, 
countless as the sand by the sea. 5 



1 * The merits 1 ; literally, * the things which justify them ’. 2 St Augustine thinks that St John mis¬ 

took the Angel (cf. 17. 1 above) for Christ himself; but the ground on which the Angel refuses his worship 
seems to be that St John, too, was a prophet. Some think that the passage is a warning against the worship 
of Angels mentioned in Col. 2. 18. 3 p s . 2. 9; Is. 63. 3. 4 ‘While the thousand years lasted , 

literally, ‘until the thousand years were accomplished’; but this does not imply that the reprobate dead 
came to life at the end of the thousand years (see p. 1, note 3). ’ w. 2-7: This passage gave rise to 

the error of the Millenarians, who held (as some, Jewish authors held) that Christ would reign on earth, 
in visible triumph, for the period of a thousand years, between the Second Coming and the Final Judge¬ 
ment. Catholic expositors identify the thousand years with an indefinite but prolonged period between the 
Resurrection and the Second Coming in Judgement (which latter event will be preceded by a brief interval 
when the devil will triumph through Antichist). During this period the elect, living or dead, will worship 
Christ reigning in heaven, and share in the glories of his Church; they will be spiritually alive, even when 
they have passed through the first death, that of the body. The reprobate will, already, be spiritually as 
well as physically dead. u. 7: Gog and Magog are an allusion to the prophecy of Ezechiel (chs. 38 and 39). 
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New Heavens and a new Earth; the Measuring of the City 


8 They came up across the whole breadth 
of the earth, and beleaguered the encamp¬ 
ment of the saints, and the beloved city. 

9 But God sent fire from heaven to consume 
them, and the devil, their seducer, was 
thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, 

10 where, like himself, the beast and the false 
prophet will be tormented day and night 
eternally. 

11 And now I saw a great throne, all white, 
and one sitting on it, at whose glance earth 
and heaven vanished, and were found no 

12 more. Before this throne, in my vision, the 
dead must come, great and little alike; and 
the books were opened. Another book, 
too, was opened, the book of life. And the 
dead were judged by their deeds, as the 

n books recorded them. The sea, too, gave 
up the dead that lay there, and death and 
hell gave up the dead they imprisoned, and 
each man was judged according to his 

14 deeds, while death and hell were thrown 
into the lake of fire. This is the second 

15 death; everyone must be thrown into this 
lake of fire, unless his name was found 
written in the book of life. 

Then I saw a new heaven, and a 
new earth. The old heaven, the old 
earth had vanished, and there was no more 

2 sea. And I, John, saw in my vision that 
holy city which is the new Jerusalem, being 
sent down by God from heaven, all clothed 
in readiness, like a bride who has adorned 

3 herself to meet her husband. I heard, too, 
a voice which cried aloud from the throne, 
Here is God’s tabernacle pitched among 
men; he will dwell with them, and they 
will be his own people, and he will be 

4 among them, their own God. He will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes, and there 
will be no more death, or mourning, or 
cries of distress, no more sorrow; those old 

j things have passed away. And he who sat 
on the throne said, Behold, I make all 
things new, (These words I was bidden 
write down, words most sure and true .) 1 

6 And he said to me, It is over. I am Alpha, 
I am Omega, the beg innin g of all t hing s 
and their end; those who are thirsty shall 


APOCALYPSE 

drink—it is my free gift—out of the spring 
whose water is life. Who wins the victory? n 
He shall have his share in this; I will be his 
God, and he shall be my son. But not the 8 
cowards, not those who refuse belief, not 
those whose lives are abominable; not the 
murderers, the fornicators, the sorcerers, 
the idolaters, not those who are false in any 
of their dealings. Their lot awaits them in 
the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, 
and it is the second death. 

And now an angel came and spoke to me, 9 
one of those seven who bear the seven cups 
charged with the seven last plagues. Come 
with me, he said, and I will shew thee that 
bride, whose bridegroom is the Lamb. 
And he carried me off in a trance to a great 10 
mountain, high up, and there shewed me 
the holy city Jerusalem, as it came down, 
sent by God, from heaven, clothed in u 
God’s glory. The light that shone over it 
was bright as any precious stone, as the 
jasper when it is most like crystal; and a 12 
great wall was raised high all round it, with 
twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, 
and the names of the twelve tribes of Israel 
carved on the lintels; three gates on the 13 
east, three on the north, three on the south, 
three on the west. The city wall, too, had 14 
twelve foundation-stones; and these, too, 
bore names, those of the Lamb’s twelve 
aposdes. The angel who was speaking to 15 
me had a rod of gold for a rule, to measure 
the city, and its gates, and its wall. The 16 
city lies foursquare, the same in its length 
as in its breadth, and when he measured it 
with his rod, he counted twelve thousand 
furlongs. Length and breadth and height 
are everywhere equal . 2 And when he mea- 17 
sured its wall, he counted a hundred and 
forty-four cubits, reckoned by the measure 
of a man, that is, of an angel. The fashion- 10 
ing of its wall was of jasper, but the city 
itself was pure gold, that seemed to have 
the purity of glass. And the foundations 19 
of the city wall were worked in every kind 
of precious stone. The first foundation was 
a jasper, the second a sapphire, the third 
a chalcedony, the fourth an emerald; the 20 
fifth a sardonyx, the sixth a sardius, the 



* ‘These words I was bidden write down’; literally, ‘He says to me, Write it down’. It is not clear 
whether this direction was given by the Voice from the throne, or by the Angel mentioned in 17. r (who 
is clearly the speaker in 19. 9, although the word ‘angel’ does not occur in the original). 2 ‘Are 

everywhere equal’, not, presumably, equal to one another, which would make the city nearly 1500 miles 
high, whereas the next verse gives the height of the wall as 144 cubits. More probably the meaning is 
that the height of the city was uniform at every point, as its length and its breadth were. 
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apocalypse The new Jerusalem; the River of Life; a Promise and a Warning 


seventh a chrysolite, the eighth a beryl; 
the ninth a topaz, the tenth a chrysoprase, 
the eleventh a jacynth, the twelfth an 

21 amethyst. And the twelve gates were 
twelve single pearls, one pearl for each 
gate; and the street of the dty was of pure 
gold, that seemed like transparent glass. 

22 I saw no temple in it; its temple is the Lord 
God Almighty, its temple is the Lamb. 

23 Nor had the city any need of sun or moon 
to shew in it; the glory of God shone there, 

24 and the Lamb gave it light. The nations 
will live and move in its radiance; the kings 
of the earth will bring it their tribute of 

25 praise and honour. All day the gates will 
never be shut (there will be no night there), 

26 as the nations, flock into it with their 

27 honour and their praise. Nothing that is 
unclean, no source of corruption or deceit 
can ever hope to find its way in; there is no 
entrance but for those whose names are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

He shewed me, too, a river, whose 
waters give life; it flows, clear as 
crystal, from the throne of God, from the 

2 throne of the Lamb. On either side of the 
river, mid-way along the city street, grows 
the tree that gives life, bearing its fruit 
twelvefold, one yield for each month. And 
the leaves of this tree bring health to all the 

3 nations. 1 No longer can there be any pro¬ 
fanation in that dty; God’s throne (which 
is the Lamb’s throne) will be there, with 

4 his servants to worship him, and to see his 
face, his name written on their foreheads. 

5 There will be no more night, no more need 
of light from lamp or sun; the Lord God 
will shed his light on them, and they will 
reign for ever and ever. 

6 Then the angel said to me, These words 
are sure and true. The Lord God who 
inspires his prophets has sent his angel to 
tell his servants what must soon find its due 

7 accomplishment. 3 Patience, I am coming 
soon. Blessed is he who holds fast the words 

8 of prophecy this book contains. All this I, 


John, heard and saw, till, hearing and see¬ 
ing it, I fell down as if to worship at the feet 
of the angel who revealed it to me. But he 9 
said. Never that; I am only a fellow-servant 
of thine, and of thy brother prophets, and 
of all who hold fast the words which this 
book contains. Keep thy worship for God. 3 

Then the command came to me. Do not 10 
seal up the words of prophecy that are 
contained in this book; the time is close at 
hand. 4 Meanwhile, the wrong-doer must n 
persist in his deeds of wrong, the corrupt 
in his corruption, the just man in winning 
his justification, the holy in his life of holi¬ 
ness. Patience, I am coming soon; and u 
with me comes the award I make, repaying 
each man according to the life he has lived. 

I am Alpha, I am Omega, I am before all, 11 
I am at the end of all, the begin n ing of all 
things and their end. Blessed are those 14 
who wash their garments in the blood of 
the Lamb; so they will have access to the 
tree which gives life, and find their way 
through the gates into the city. 5 No room n 
there for prowling dogs, for sorcerers and 
wantons and murderers and idolaters, for 
anyone who loves falsehood and fives in it. 

I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you the 16 
assurance of this in your churches; I, the 
root, I, the offspring of David’s race, I, the 
bright star that brings in the day. The n 
Spirit and my bride bid me come; let every¬ 
one who hears this read out say, Come. 
Come, you who are thirsty, take, you who 
will, the water of fife; it is my free gift. 

To all who hear the words of prophecy ifl 
this book contains, I give this warning. If 
anyone adds to them, God will add to his 
punishment the plagues which this book 
threatens; and if anyone cancels a word in 19 
this book of prophecy, God will cancel his 
share in the book of fife, in the holy city, 
in all that this book promises. 6 And he who 20 
gives this warning says, Indeed I am coming 
soon. Be it so, then; come, Lord Jesus. 7 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 21 
be with you all. Amen.® 



1 It is likely enough that the trees are represented as bearing twelve different kinds of fruit, but St John’s 
language does not make this certain. 2 ‘The angel said to me’; literally,‘hesaid to me’. 3 See 
p. 274, note 2. 4 The command came to me ’; literally, ‘ he said to me \ The context seems to indi¬ 
cate that our Lord is here the speaker, not the Angel, as in verse 6. s Some Greek manuscripts have 

‘those who carry out his commandments’, instead of‘those who wash their garments’. The words ‘in the 
blood of the Lamb’ are not given in the Greek, or in most Latin manuscripts. 6 For ‘the book of 

life’, the Greek (followed by many Latin manuscripts) has ‘the tree of life'; our text probably arises from 
a mistake in the Latin. 7 Th e words ‘ Be it so’ represent ‘Amen’ in the Greek, which is attached by 

some commentators to the sentence which goes before it. 8 The best reading in the Greek here is ‘ with 
the saints or ‘ with all the saints not * with you all *; man y of the Greek manuscripts omit the word' Amen ’. 
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APPENDIX I 

PRONUNCIATION (AS COMMONLY GIVEN) OF THE MORE 
DIFFICULT NAMES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 


Abia 

Eliezer 

Ndphthali 

Abiathar 

Elmadan 

Nereus 

Abilina 

filymas 

Nicinor 

Acha'icus 

Emmdiis 

Nicodemus 

Aneas 

Epsenetus 

Nicolaitans 

jfe non 

fipaphras 

Onesimus 

Agabus 

Epaphroditus 

Onesiphorus 

Aminadab 

Ephpheta 

Pirmenas 

Ananias 

Eubiilus 

Pdtara 

Andronicus 

Euraquilo 

Pdtrobas 

Archelaiis 

Eutychus 

Phigellus 

Areopagus 

Ev 6 dia 

Philemon 

Aretas 

Ezechlas 

Phoenlce 

Aristobulus 

Gabbatha 

Prdchorus 

Artemas 

Gamaliel 

Ptolemdls 

Asyncritus 

Gendsareth 

Puteoli 

Attalia 

Gerasenes 

Rabbdni 

Azdtus 

Haceldama 

Saldthiel 

Barachias 

Hermdgenes 

Salmdne 

Beelzebub 

Herddias 

Slide 

Bernice 

Herddion 

Sopater 

Beths aida 

Illyricum 

Soslpater 

Bdoz 

Jalrus 

Sdsthenes 

Candice 

Jechonias 

Stephanas 

Caphamaum 

Joatham 

Syntyche 

Cappaddcia 

Laodicea 

Thessalonica 

Corozd'in 

Lithdstrotos 

Thyatira 

Cyrene 

Lysanias 

Trachonitid 

Cyrinus 

Lysias 

Trdphimus 

Dalmanutha 

Malaleel 

Tychicus 

Damans 

Matthathias 

Urias 

Didymus 

Miletus 

Zabulon 

Didtrephes 

Mitylene 

Zordbabel 

Eliaciin 

Naim 
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APPENDIX II 

THE EPISTLES AND GOSPELS FOR SUNDAYS 
AND THE PRINCIPAL HOLY DAYS 


SUNDAYS 



EPISTLE 

GOSPEL 

Sundays of Advent 

First 

Romans 13. 11-14 

Luke 21. 25-33 

Second 

Romans 15. 4-13 

Matt. 11. 2-10 

Third 

Phil. 4. 4-7 

John 1. 19-28 

Fourth 

I Cor. 4. 1-5 

Luke 3. 1-6 

Sunday within the Octave of 

Gal. 4. 1-7 

Luke 2. 33-40 

Christmas 

Sundays after Epiphany 

First 

Romans 12. 1-5 

Luke 2. 42-52 

Second 

Romans 12. 6-16 

John 2. 1-11 

Third 

Romans 12. 16-21 

Matt. 8. 1-13 

Fourth 

Romans 13. 8-10 

Matt. 8. 23-27 

Fifth 

Col. 3. 12-17 

Matt. 13. 24-30 

Sixth 

I Thess. 1. 2-10 

Matt. 13. 31-35 

Septuagesima 

I Cor. 9. 24-10. 5 

Matt. 20. 1-16 

Sexagesima 

II Cor. 11. 19-12. 9 

Luke 8. 4-15 

Quinquagesima 

I Cor. 13. 1-13 

Luke 18. 31-43 

Sundays in Lent 

First 

II Cor. 6. 1-10 

Matt. 4. 1-11 

Second 

I Thess. 4. 1-7 

Matt. 17. 1-9 

Third 

Eph. 5. 1-9 

Luke 11. 14-28 

Fourth 

Gal. 4. 22-31 

John 6. 1—15 

Passion Sunday 

Heb. 9. 11-15 

John 8. 46-59 

Palm Sunday 


Matt. 21. 1-9 


Phil. 2. 5-11 

Matt. 26. 36-27. 60 

Easter Sunday 

I Cor. 5. 7-8 

Mark 16. 1-7 

Sundays after Easter 

Low Sunday 

I John 5. 4-10 

John 20. 19-31 

Second 

I Peter 2. 21-25 

John 10. 11-16 

Third 

I Peter 2. 11-19 

John 16. 16-22 

Fourth 

James 1. 17-21 

John 16. 5-14 

Fifth 

James 1. 22-27 

John 16. 23-30 

Sunday within the Octave of 

I Peter 4. 7-11 

John 15. 26-16. 4 

the Ascension 

Pentecost 

Acts 2. 1-11 

John 14. 23-31 



Sundays after Pentecost 

EPISTLES AND GOSPELS 

EPISTLE 

Trinity Sunday 

Romans 11. 33-36 

Second 

I John 3.13-18 

Third 

I Peter 5. 6-11 

Fourth 

Romans 8. 18-23 

Fifth 

I Peter 3. 8-15 

Sixth 

Romans 6. 3-11 

Seventh 

Romans 6. 19-23 

Eighth 

Romans 8. 12-17 

Vmrti 

I Cor. 10. 6-13 

Tenth 

I Cor. 12. 2-11 

Eleventh 

I Cot. 15. 1-10 

Twelfth 

n Cor. 3. 4-9 

lliiitfi'inli 

Fourteenth 

GaL 3. 16-22 

GaL 5. 16-24 

Fifteenth 

GaL 5. 25-6. 10 

Sixteenth 

Eph. 3. 13-21 


Eph. 4. 1-6 

Fighter nth 

I Cor. 1. 4-8 

Nineteenth 

Eph. 4. 23-28 

Twentieth 

Eph. 5. 15-21 

Twenty-first 

Eph. 6. 10-17 

Twenty-second 

Phfl. 1. 6-11 

Twenty-third 

PhiL 3. 17-4. 3 

Twenty-fourth 

CoL 1. 9-14 


GOSPEL 

Man. 28. 18-20 
Lake 14. 16-24 
Lake 15.1-10 
Lake 5.1-11 
Matt. 5. 20-24 
Mark 8. 1-9 
Matt. 7. 15-21 
Lake 16. 1-9 
Lake 19. 41-47 
Lake 18. 9-14 
Made 7. 31-37 
Lake 10. 23-37 
Lake 17. 11-19 
Matt. 6. 24-33 
Lake 7. 11-16 
Lake 14. 1-11 
Man. 22. 34-46 
Man. 9. 1-8 
Matt. 22. 1-14 
John 4. 46-53 
Matt. 18. 23-35 
Matt. 22. 15-21 
Matt. 9. 18-26 
Matt. 24. 15-35 



EPISTLES AND GOSPHLS 


HOLY DAYS 



DATE 

EPISTLE 

GOSPEL 

St Andrew 

Nov. 30 

Romans 10. 10-18 

Matt. 4. 18-22 

Immaculate Conception 

Dec. 8 

Prov. 8. 22-35 

Luke 1. 26-28 

St Thomas 

Dec. 21 

Eph. 2. 19-22 

John 20. 24-29 

Christmas Day 

Dec. 25 

Titus 2. 11-15 
Titus 3. 4-7 

Heb. 1. 1-12 

Luke 2. 1-14 
Luke 2. 15-20 
John 1. 1-14 

St Stephen 

Dec. 26 

Acts 6. 8-io, 7. 
54-59 

Matt. 23. 34-39 

St John 

Dec. 27 

Ecclus. 15. 1-6 

John 21. 19-24 

Holy Innocents 

Dec. 28 

Apoc. 14. 1-5 

Matt. 2. 13-18 

St Thomas of Canterbury Dec. 29 

Heb. 5. 1-6 

John ro. 11-16 

The Circumcision 

Jan. 1 

Titus 2. 11-15 

Luke 2. 21 

The Holy Name 

Movable 

Acts 4. 8-12 

Luke 2. 21 

Epiphany 

Jan. 6 

Isaias 60. 1-6 

Matt. 2. 1-12 

The Holy Family 

Movable 

Col. 3. 12-17 

Luke 2. 42-52 

The Purification 

Feb. 2 

Mai. 3. 1-4 

Luke 2. 22-32 

Ash Wednesday 

Movable 

Joel 2. 12-19 

Matt. 6. 16-21 

St Matthias 

Feb. 24 
or 25 

Acts 1. 15-26 

Matt. 11. 25-30 

St David 

Mar. 1 

Ecclus. 44. 16-45. 

Matt. 25. 14-23 

St Gregory 

Mar. 12 

I Peter 5.1-4,10-n Matt. 16. 13-19 

St Patrick 

Mar. 17 

Ecclus. 44. 16-45. 
20 

Ecclus. 45. 1-6 

Matt. 25. 14-23 

St Joseph 

Mar. 19 

Matt. 1. 18-21 

The Annunciation 

Mar. 25 

Isaias 7. 10-15 

Luke 1. 26-38 

Maundy Thursday 

Movable 

I Cor. 11. 20-32 

John 13. 1-15 

Good Friday 

Movable 

Osee 6. 1-6 

Exodus 12. 1—11 

John 18. 1-19. 42 

Holy Saturday 

Movable 

Col. 3. 1-4 

Matt. 28. 1-7 

Easter Monday 

Movable 

Acts 10. 37-43 

Luke 24. 13-35 

Easter Tuesday 

Movable 

Acts 13. 26-33 

Luke 24. 36-47 

St George 

Apr. 23 

II Tim. 2. 8-10, 

3. 10-12 

John 15. 1-7 

SS Philip and James 

May 11 

Wisdom 5. 1-5 

John 14. 1-13 

Finding of the Cross 

May 3 

Phil. 2. 5-11 

John 3. 1-15 

The Ascension 

Movable 

Acts 1. 1-11 

Mark 16. 14-20 

St Augustine 

May 26 

I Thess. 2. 2-9 

Luke 10. 1-9 

Our Lady, Queen of 
Heaven 

May 31 

Ecclus. 24. 5, 7, 
9-11, 30-31 

Luke 1. 26-33 

Whit Monday 

Movable 

Acts 10. 34, 42-48 

John 3. 16-21 

Whit Tuesday 

Movable 

Acts 8. 14-17 

John 10. 1-10 

Corpus Christi 

Movable 

I Cor. 11. 23-29 

John 6. 56-59 

Sacred Heart 

Movable 

Eph. 3. 8-19 

John 19. 31-37 
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EPISTLES AND GOSPELS 



DATE 

EPISTLE 

GOSPEL 

Nativity of John Baptist June 24 

Isaias 49. 1-3, 5-7 

Luke 1. 57-68 

SS Peter and Paul 

June 29 

Acts 12. 1-11 

Matt. 16. 13-19 

St James 

July 25 

I Cor. 4. 9-15 

Matt. 20. 20-23 

St Anne 

July 26 

Prov. 31. 10-31 

Matt 13. 44-52 

St Lawrence 

Aug. 10 

II Cor. 9. 6-10 

John 12. 24-26 

The Assumption 

Aug. 15 

Ecclus. 24. 11-13, 
15-20 

Luke 10. 38-42 

St Bartholomew 

Aug. 24 

I Cor. 12. 27-31 

Luke 6. 12-19 

Nativity of B.V.M. 

Sept. 8 

Prov. 8. 22-35 

Matt 1. 1-16 

St Matthew 

Sept. 21 

Ezech. 1. 10-14 

Matt 9. 9-13 

St Michael 

Sept. 29 

Apoc. 1. 1-5 

Matt 18. 1-10 

SS Simon and Jude 

Oct.28 

Eph. 4. 7-13 

John 15. 17-25 

Christ the King 

Last Sun¬ 
day in 
Ox 

CoL 1. 12-20 

John 18. 33-37 

All Saints 

Nov. 1 

Apoc. 7. 2-12 

Matt 5. 1-12 



